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    I believe that most of Prospect’s residents do not understand a critical fact about their City government. It is this: 
The six members of Prospect’s City Council, AND THEY ALONE, decide how the City’s money does, or does not, get 
spent, AND FOR WHAT. They also decide how much your taxes are. Any 4 of them, by majority vote, get to set policy, 
through “the power of the purse.” I, as Mayor, can and do express my opinions, and I do PROPOSE a budget each year, 
but I have a vote only on the very rare occasions when the Council vote is evenly divided, a power I have not used in my 
four-plus years. The point is – the Council is REALLY important. 

This is not a complaint, or in any way a criticism, of the current 
Council members. I am writing about it because I am puzzled by how 

few of Prospect’s approximately 3,500 adult citizens seem to care. 
In the last election, in November of 2016, only 7 residents ran 

for 6 City Council seats.  Five were incumbents from prior 
years. In 2014, only 6 people ran for 6 seats (they all won).  

Also, the geographic distribution is, frankly, weird. Our 
biggest neighborhood by far, Hunting Creek, has one 

representative. The Estates of Hunting Creek, 
Bridgepointe, and The Landings, have none – and 

to my recollection, it has been quite some time since any of them have. Fox Harbor, on the other hand, has 3 of the 
6 – a hotbed of democracy. 
     There is an election this November, and the cutoff date to file is August 14th. If you want to talk about it as a 
possibility, feel free to call me, or any of the Council members. Their phone numbers are shown on the back page of this 
newsletter. You can reach me any weekday at City Hall. 
     I do realize that what most likely is going on is that most residents feel that their City government is running 
smoothly, so why fix it if it ain’t broken.  
     The other matter I want to address is the one I 
am asked about almost every day – what is the cur-
rent situation with “Prospect Cove” and the LDG 
proposed apartment building next to Timber Ridge 
Drive. After Metro Council voted against it last 
October, LDG sued Metro Louisville and the Metro 
Council. Prospect intervened in the portion of that 
suit which claims that the vote was arbitrary and 
not supported by any evidence. That litigation is 
ongoing. Most recently, there has been information 
that LDG no longer has any interest, contractual or 
otherwise, in the Prospect Cove land. We are in the 
process of trying to nail that down. If it is true, then 
LDG’s lawsuit may be simply moot and should be 
dismissed. 
     I also want to mention road paving. We will be 
repaving those of Prospect’s streets which we 
determine need it most, this summer. Also, it now 
appears that repaving of US42 through Prospect, 
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According to our records, 19 property owners in the City of 
Prospect paid property taxes twice in 2017. In most cases this 
happens when a homeowner pays their bill when they receive 
it in August, forgetting that property taxes are escrowed, and so 
a second payment arrives in late September. By law, we cannot 
automatically generate a refund when this happens, but must in-
stead leave it in the hands of the taxpayer to present documen-
tation within 2 years of the payment date. If you have reason 
to believe your 2017 property taxes may have been paid twice, 
please send an email to Laura Taylor at cityclerk@prospectky.
com and provide your name and property address. She will then 
see if we have any record of a duplicate payment. If that is the 
case, she will direct our bookkeeper to issue a refund. If there is 
no evidence of an overpayment in our records, you will need to 
provide proof of both payments for a refund.

Property Tax Overpayments
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    American Legal Publishing, which hosts the Prospect city code in their 
online library, is in the process of uploading our City Council meeting 
minutes as well. When they are done, all minutes dating back to the first 
City Council meeting on April 4, 1974, will be available online. To ex-
plore this fully-searchable archive, visit http://www.amlegal.com/codes/
client/prospect_ky/ and click on “Meeting Minutes,” or “View Code” if 
you’re interested in city ordinances.

Council meeting minutes available online

John E. Evans, MayorJohn E. Evans

which is badly needed,  may happen this year.
     Finally, after the departure last month of Holly Height, our Chief Admin-
istrative Officer, I have made changes to City Hall staffing. Laura Taylor, our 
City Clerk, has been promoted to Chief Administrative Officer, assuming 
most of what had been Holly’s duties. Ron Cundiff, our Maintenance Supervi-
sor, now the Director of Public Works (and actually a man of the renaissance 
because he has so many talents), has had his responsibilities increased by 
assuming a few of what had been Holly’s jobs. 
     We now have two new part-time receptionists at the front desk: Julie 
McGovern works there on Mondays and Fridays, and Antoinette Dircksen 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, with each covering a half of each Wednesday. It’s 
going well. 
                                                                                                                                         

Pictured above: (Clock-wise starting top left) Chief Administrative Officer Laura Taylor, 
Director of Public Works Ron Cundiff and part time receptionists

 Julie McGovern and Antoinette Dircksen

     The Emerald Ash Borer is an insect that feeds on and ultimately destroys Ash Trees. These destructive pests have 
done significant damage to ash trees in our community, but the battle is not over.  According to a recent article by 
Dr. Lee Townsend, University of Kentucky entomologist, Jefferson County is still deemed a high risk area, and he 
recommends continuing treatment for another 2 to 4 years.
    Prospect has been treating public trees on an annual basis, with a schedule that alternates small tree years with 
large tree years, and intends to continue the program based on Dr. Townsend’s recommendation. However, many 
ash trees are also found throughout Prospect on private land, from street trees to back yards.  Untreated trees will 
not survive where ash borers are present, so please consider treatment for your trees. Often the cost of removal is 
MUCH higher than the cost of treatment. Multiple companies have the capability 
to treat for this insect, but the City has negotiated a special rate of $8.50 per di-
ameter inch (measured at 4.5 ft. from the ground) from Limbwalker Tree Service.  
Please note that there is a minimum charge of $150.  If your tree does not meet the 
minimum, we suggest asking Limbwalker if the work can be combined with a nearby 
neighbor’s tree who also wants treatment. To receive the special rate, please call them at 
634-0400 and identify yourself as a Prospect resident as soon as possible.  

Emerald Ash Borer Update

Laura Taylor Ron Cundiff

Julie McGovern Antoinette Dircksen



     Despite the weather, Spring is here and many of us are planning new projects around our homes. Before begin-
ning, please remember to review the Prospect Code of Ordinances to ensure you are up to date on any rules and 
regulations that may pertain to your projects, as well as any permits that may be required.   
     Some examples such as additions (enclosed porches) pools, fences, decks, and gazebos require a permit be issued 
by The City. Dumpsters and PODs also require a permit and must be placed in your driveway, never in the street. 
     All boats, trailers and RVs are to be stored inside of a garage except at times of loading, unloading, repair and/or 
maintenance, at which time a 72 hour permit may be requested at City Hall.
      It is also the time of year that some of us may want to have a yard sale. All yard sale signs are to be under 1 square 
foot in area and may only be placed on the actual day of the sale.
       No signs of any kind are to be placed on public property or rights of way or on any poles or posts. This includes 
signs for missing pets and real estate pointer signs. However, open house pointer signs may be placed only at the en-
trance to cul de sac streets provided they are only placed on the actual day of an open house, not to exceed 2 days per 
week and do not exceed 1 square foot or 3 feet in height.
      All dogs are required to be on a leash and under control at all times while not on private property. This includes 
all city property including parks.

With Primary Election Season in full swing, the City Code Enforcement would like to remind everyone about sign 
regulations. 

-Only one sign per candidate or issue is permitted per property.

-All signs must be removed within five days of the
     elections conclusion.

-Political signs may not exceed 16 square feet in area.

-No sign may be placed within ten feet of the curb/street edge.

-Signs may not be placed on public property.

Any signs not meeting these requirements will be removed by 
the City.

For more information on these and all of our city ordinances, please visit our website at:
prospectky.us/government/prospect-ordinances/

To report a violation or ask ordinance related questions contact Prospect Code Enforcement Officer Mike Lesch 
at:

502-228-1121 -OR- via Email at citycode@prospectky.com

Avoid The Warm Weather Blues By Knowing the Rules

Get in Stride and Stay Safe
Safety Tips for Runners and Walkers

Summer is here, and with it we notice an increase in people running and walking as a quick, inexpensive way to stay fit. 
For your personal safety and well being, we would like to remind you of the following tips when walking or jogging in or 
around the City of Prospect.
• If sidewalks are available please use them.
• Always walk or run against traffic so you can observe approaching automobiles.
• Wear bright clothing or reflective vests or utilize lighting devices to warn motorists of your presence on the road. 
    This is extremely important during the hours of dawn and dusk. 
• Carry a cell phone in case of an emergency.
• Tell someone where you are going and when to expect you back.
• If you elect to use an Ipod or radio, be sure to keep the volume low enough to ensure that you hear nearby traffic.



Sandy Tucci

     Book readers, and book reviewers such as Jill and I, like nothing better than finding a 
terrific book to share.  Just like restaurants, songs, or films, many books are good enough, 
with familiar plots and characters that provide a few pleasant hours of reading.  What is 
exciting, though, is to find a book that is wonderful and not like any other book.  Amor 
Towles has written such a book, A Gentleman in Moscow.  The gentleman in the title is 
Count Rostov, a Russian aristocrat we meet as the Communists take over Russia after 
World War 1.  Rostov is a tough case for the authorities.  As an aristocrat, he’s doomed, but 
back in 1913 he wrote a poem looking forward with hope to the “new” Russia, and, after 
saving his grandmother by getting her to Paris, he returned to Russia and, what would be 
certain death.  So he’s an embarrassing patriot.  His sentence:  to live in the magnificent 
Metropol Hotel in Moscow, but, if he ever steps foot outside the hotel, he will be shot.  So 
this book is his life, for decades, in that hotel.  All the characters, not just Rostov, are well-
drawn, the author has a sly sense of humor, and Rostov’s life is not just interesting, but 
suspenseful.  Can’t tell you more.  Trust me on this one.
     

     Just as a friend will tell you not to waste money on a stinker of a new film or restau-
rant, a reviewer’s function is sometimes to warn readers away from a new book that 
doesn’t live up to a writer’s previous books.  
And I’ve always felt that another function is to serve as Cliffs’ Notes for Prospect read-
ers, giving enough of a synopsis that readers can skip the actual book.  Without Prece-
dent by Joel Richard Paul is a biography of John Marshall.  It is a fine biography of a fine 
man, but it is 440 pages of fine print.   
     Marshall, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from the end of John Adams’ adminis-
tration to Andrew Jackson’s, was in essence “present at the creation.”  Born the oldest of 
15 children in the western frontier of Virginia, his family was poor and he was mainly 
home-schooled, with one year of boarding school and only 4 months at the College of 
William and Mary, where he studied law.  But for a thoughtful, patient, and brilliant 
man, that was sufficient.  Before law studies, though, he had volunteered and fought 
in the Revolutionary War.  At Valley Forge he admired George Washington and Baron 
Steuben and understood the necessity of a strong central government as the individual 
states, including his native state, were reluctant to support or pay for any army except 

one in their own states. That experience made him a Federalist, unusual for a Southerner where voters, eager to protect 
slavery, favored a weaker, decentralized government.   The Constitution has little to say about the Supreme Court be-
yond “establishing” it.  So Marshall had and took the leeway to shape the court’s function, ruling that the Court could 
interpret the Constitution and could over-rule a law if the Court held that it violated the Constitution.  That, and his 
Court’s rejection of the pernicious doctrine of nullification, were absolutely fundamental to preserving the Union.
     Marshall, a Federalist and Thomas Jefferson, a Democratic Republican, were bitter rivals politically and personally.  
Curiously, they were second cousins, though born into strikingly different in circumstances (Jefferson inherited vast 
land holdings and 500 slaves.)   Jefferson had his virtues, but the country is fortunate that his political leanings did not 
prevail thanks to John Marshall’s Supreme Court.



Looking For A Deal 
On Some Good 

Books?
Then you need to be at 
 Prospect City Hall on 

We’ve got deals on HUNDREDS
 of gently used books, tapes and CDs. 

Book donations are always wel-
come and are tax deductible! If you 
only have a few to donate (5 or less) 
they can be placed in the book drop. 
Please bring  large donations in or 
ask at the front desk for assistance.

May 18th and 19th for the 
Spring

  Prospect Library 
Book Sale! 

9am to 5pm

No, we’re not talking about golf! 
We are talking about inconsid-
erate pet owners who do not 
clean up after their dogs do 
their...umm.. “business”, 
leaving it for others to deal 
with. Please remember to clean 
up after your dogs while out for 
a walk in this great spring weather. It’s not 
just considerate, it’s the law! According to 
City of Prospect ordinance number §51.03, 
taking “Spot” out for a walk “without pos-
sessing a suitable device for the collection 
and sanitary disposal of animal waste” could 
cost you up to a $50 fine.

A Good Walk Spoiled



Are You A Business In The City Of Prospect? 
     Due to the newsletter going digital we are no longer confined by the size and content constraints that previ-
ously prevented us from allowing local businesses to place ads in the city newsletter. Beginning with the next 
issue there will be a “Local Connection” page where Prospect businesses may place a small ad if they like. There 
will be no charge for this service. However, there are some guidelines that MUST be adhered to:  

     Only businesses located inside the city limits with a valid City of Prospect Business License may advertise.

     All ads must be under 140 characters not counting spaces or punctuation (we reserve the right to edit for 
space).

     Due to the infrequency of publication, ads should NOT contain time sensitive data (IE: sales, promotions, 
etc.) The city is not responsible for missed deadlines caused by non-publication.  

     Photos and/ or logos must be supplied in suitable format (.jpeg or .tiff preferred) and of suitable quality for 
reproduction. Photos and logos will be figured in to overall size of ad and will be adjusted for size.

     Ads submitted in photo form should be no more than 4”(wide) x 5” (height). 

     All submitted ads will run without change in each upcoming issue until a new ad is submitted or we are told 
not to run it any more.

     Quality of items submitted must be suitable for reproduction. If it looks bad on your computer, it will look 
bad on everyone else’s, so put your best foot forward. We reserve the right to add backgrounds or other edits for 
functionality and aesthetics.

     Ads will be placed in no particular order and it is solely up to the discretion of the editor as to final place-
ment. The city reserves the right to not publish ads or to end this service completely at any time. 

ALL ADS MUST BE IN DIGITAL FORM
NO “HARD COPY” WILL BE ACCEPTED

Advertisements may be emailed to:
Ron Cundiff at citymaint@prospectky.com 

      OR
Dropped off at City Hall on disc. (No thumb drives please)

Please include contact information in case of questions.

We are pleased to provide this free service to the city’s businesses and if we can answer any questions please feel 
free to call at 228-1121 or email us.



     The City of Prospect, Prospect Public Works Department and Prospect Parks
 Commitee would like to recognize and give a huge thank you to one of our very own 
residents for stepping up and making a difference after the spring floods of earlier this 
year.   
     Sunday March 18th witnessed an amazing clean up along Harrods Creek upstream 
and downstream of our Prospect Harrods Creek Park canoe launch that was 
organized by Ms. Tracy Barnes of Prospect.
     Tracy led a motivated group of local residents to remove a lot of debris that was 
deposited along the banks of Harrods Creek after recent flooding.  In addition to her 
fellow paddlers, many Prospect Parks volunteers and Salvation Army volunteers took 
up the challenge.  Paraphrasing Tracy’s words, “It is amazing what a small group of 
concerned Citizens can accomplish”.
     They removed 30 trash bags full of debris plus other things like car tires, garden 
hoses, propane tanks,etc. They plan to do future clean up events, so keep posted.
     Thank you to EVERYBODY who participated.  Your commitment to our natural 
areas make this a better place to live and you have our gratitude!



Prospect Police Department (General Information)....228-1150  
Prospect Police Dispatch................................228-COPS(2677)               
Police,Fire & EMS Emergency .............................................911

Monday ............................. 8:30 - 6:30
Tuesday - Thursday...........8:30 - 5:00 
Friday................................  8:30 - 3:30

City Hall..............228-1121

City Hall, Police And Library Hours

Contact Information

Email Contacts

Mayor And City Council

John Evans
Mayor

mayor@prospectky.com

City Clerk/Administrator...................Laura Taylor..................cityadm@prospectky.com
Dir. of Public Works............................Ron Cundiff................citymaint@prospectky.com
Code Enforcement................................Mike Lesch....................citycode@prospectky.com
Chief Of Police......................................Jeff Sherard....................chief@prospectky.com
Police Dept..............................................Jill Vidito.....................citycops@prospectky.com

Jeff Stovall
333-5656

jstovall@prospectky.com

   Stuart Miles
         777-5042 

Frank Fulcher
228-5128

   Susan Nicholson
    228-3002

Sandra Leonard
          228-6657
sleonard@prospectky.com

ffulcher@prospectky.com lschmidt@prospectky.com smiles@prospectky.com

snicholson@prospectky.com

Luke Schmidt
292-2898


