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  1               CITY OF PROSPECT, KENTUCKY

  2                  CITY COUNCIL MEETING

  3                     JUNE 15, 2015

  4          MAYOR EVANS:  Welcome to the monthly

  5   regular meeting of the city council of the City of

  6   Prospect, Kentucky.  Today is June 15th, 2015.

  7     Five of our six council members are here.  The

  8   only one absent today -- tonight is Stuart Miles,

  9   who is on vacation.

 10     The first order of business is to consider

 11   approving the minutes of the city council meeting

 12   held on May 4th, 2015 and also the minutes of the

 13   meeting held on May 18th, 2015.  Those minutes

 14   were sent to all of the council members prior to

 15   this meeting so that they could review them and

 16   see if they have any requested changes.

 17     And, in fact, somebody did, and we made the

 18   change.  I think it was Councilman Fulcher.  We

 19   thank you, Frank, for picking that up.  And so they

 20   have been corrected accordingly.

 21     Are there any other suggested additions or

 22   corrections to those minutes, either of them?

 23          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

 24   response]

 25          MAYOR EVANS:  If not, I'll ask for a
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  1   motion to approve the minutes of the May 4th

  2   meeting as it has been presented.  Is there such a

  3   motion?

  4          MR. SPEAKER:  So moved.

  5          MS. SPEAKER:  So moved.

  6          MAYOR EVANS:  Is there a second?

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Second.

  8          MAYOR EVANS:  It's been moved and

  9   seconded.  Any further discussion?

 10          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

 11   response]

 12          MAYOR EVANS:  All in favor say "aye."

 13          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

 14          MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed?

 15          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

 16   response]

 17          MAYOR EVANS:  The ayes have it.

 18   Those minutes are approved.

 19     Next, the minutes of the May 18th meeting, is

 20   there a motion to accept those minutes as

 21   presented?

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Move to

 23   accept.

 24          MAYOR EVANS:  Moved --

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Second.
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  1   Second.

  2          MAYOR EVANS:  Mr. Fulcher seconds.

  3   It's been moved and seconded.  All in favor say

  4   "aye."

  5          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

  6          MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

  8   response]

  9          MAYOR EVANS:  The ayes have it.  And

 10   those minutes also are approved.

 11     Next item on the agenda is my report on city

 12   matters.  A big one coming up is the 4th of July

 13   Celebration.  I know pretty much about it, but the

 14   real expert on that is the lady who has put it all

 15   together for us.  And that's Holly LeVold.  And I'm

 16   going to pass the ball to her, and ask her to tell

 17   you what's -- what's coming up.

 18          CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  Well,

 19   the 4th of July is going to be at Kelly Park, as

 20   usual.  It's going to start at 5:00.

 21     We've got a really fun item this year.  It's a

 22   trackless train that kids can be driven around the

 23   neighborhood on and back to Kelly Park.  It's

 24   going to be a lot of fun.

 25     We've added a couple slides and bouncy
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  1   houses.  There'll be food trucks.  And we've been

  2   promised the biggest finale in our fireworks that

  3   we've ever had, which is a pretty big deal.  And it

  4   should be really big this year.

  5          MAYOR EVANS:  It was pretty big last

  6   year.

  7          CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  Yeah,

  8   it's bigger this year.

  9          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  Well, I'll get ear

 10   plugs for my little dog.  Is that it, Holly?

 11          CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  That's

 12   it.

 13          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  It was really

 14   good last year, and Holly put that together, too.

 15   So I expect it's going to be really great.

 16     The only thing about it is the weather.  And if

 17   the weather is good, I get the credit.  And if it's

 18   not, I get the blame.  So that's how that works.

 19   Fortunately, it is on a Saturday this year, so we do

 20   have a rain day if we need it.

 21     The other matter I wanted to just touch on is

 22   something I believe I mentioned at a recent

 23   meeting in May.  I believe I told everybody that I

 24   had just received a letter from the Louisville Water

 25   Company telling us that they were going to be
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  1   putting a new water main, 16-inches diameter,

  2   down this side of U.S. 42 ending up at the

  3   entrance to The Landings at Timberlake Drive and

  4   running all the way down to almost the entrance to

  5   Hunting Creek, the Happy Hollow Road place.

  6     So my first reaction to that was not good.

  7   And I called the chief engineer, and he has since

  8   forgiven me.  And we had lunch together, and

  9   Sandra Leonard -- Councilwoman Leonard was

 10   there, and has been involved in this throughout.

 11   Councilman Schmidt walked with us once or twice.

 12   Andy Williams is the chief engineer.

 13     I think now we may have walked that route

 14   four times, mostly recently with Andrea Hamlon,

 15   our arborist, and looked at the trees that have to

 16   be removed, as well as trees that, pursuant

 17   Andrea's advice, we've decided ought to be

 18   removed.

 19     And those are principally -- what's -- ash

 20   trees.  I was trying to think of the type of tree

 21   that's having the problem with the tree bores.  It's

 22   ash trees.  And some of those are pretty declining

 23   in condition, and, actually, three of them are

 24   small -- or comparatively small, and they're right

 25   along the fence at the property at the corner of
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  1   Fox Harbor and 42, which is owned by Brian Lavin.

  2     And so I communicated with Mr. Lavin's

  3   landscape guy.  Mr. Lavin is the head of NTS, and

  4   he has a landscape guy, Tony Higgins.  And so

  5   Tony and Andrea and, as it turns out, Brian met

  6   the following morning and looked at those trees,

  7   and Brian and Tony said, "Yeah, they should come

  8   out."

  9     So they didn't have to, but they will be.

 10   They're maybe as tall as this ceiling.  So they're

 11   not huge, but they're not babies, either; but they

 12   are ash trees, and are in decline.  And so they

 13   decided it would be okay to take them out.

 14     One of the benefits -- and I'm going to ask

 15   Sandra to comment on this in a second, if she will.

 16   One of the benefits of this is that things that ought

 17   to be done, which would cost the city a lot of

 18   money, they will do for us.

 19     They've been cooperative with us.  And, also,

 20   Sandra has negotiated with them about how much

 21   money they will pay us for the trees they take out.

 22     So with that, Sandra, could I ask you to share

 23   the spotlight here for a minute and tell everybody

 24   what we've done?

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I'm afraid
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  1   I could bore you to tears, but the bottom line is:

  2   All of the trees they're taking out, there are about

  3   four that I wish we weren't going to lose.

  4     The rest of them are either, like, in the area

  5   next to City Hall where there's a lot of refuse.

  6   There's a lot of -- of trees that are not

  7   particularly -- what do I want to say, trees that are

  8   trash trees, except that's not the right word.

  9   Trees that just grew, not that were planted.  And --

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Volunteers.

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- Thank

 12   you.  Thank you.

 13     They're kind enough that they're going to pay

 14   us for anything over 3 inches.  And so overall

 15   they're going to remove approximately 56 trees,

 16   but many of them are little things that we don't

 17   care about.

 18     They're also going to remove trees that are in

 19   decline, either at the end of their life span or that

 20   are seriously compromised.  There's a big tree off

 21   the end of where you go into Putney Pond that's

 22   got a big, huge hole all the way through it.  So

 23   those are coming down.

 24     There's another one right off the end of City

 25   Hall right here, which, if you take a look at it when
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  1   you drive out tonight, you'll see is really not good,

  2   and we have to pay to take that down in a year or

  3   two.

  4     So overall they've been very generous.  The

  5   money that they're going give us is approximately

  6   $25,000.  It's little bit more than that.  It is more

  7   than the cost that we've set on the trees they're

  8   taking out.  They're giving us a buffer.

  9     So overall, if we lost, for the sake of

 10   argument, 10 trees more in the next five years,

 11   they would have paid us enough money to

 12   accommodate that.  So overall I'm amazed at how

 13   cooperative they've been, because I don't think it

 14   started that way.

 15          MAYOR EVANS:  No, I confess, it didn't,

 16   and that was basically my reaction to what I

 17   thought was -- well, I felt a little bit ambushed or

 18   something.  I mean, they've known about this for a

 19   very long time, and then all of a sudden here's this

 20   letter, "We're going do this."

 21     And I think it would have been better if they

 22   had given us a heads up some time ago, but,

 23   apparently, they don't work that way.

 24     Anyway, that's where we are.  We certainly

 25   have focused on this hard and with the advice of
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  1   our arborist and with the help of Luke and

  2   Sandra -- and I still have some of the bites that I

  3   received from whatever it was that crawled up my

  4   pant legs while I was doing these walks, so I have

  5   those to treasure.

  6     So are there any questions about any of that

  7   before we move on?

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One --

  9   one more comment.  The $25,000 that's going to

 10   come into the city we've all agreed is going to

 11   come into the city general fund, because a number

 12   of the trees that are coming down, no matter what

 13   condition they're in, we would not replace.

 14     They're not safe.  They're too close to 42.

 15   They're in a visual area that we would not be

 16   allowed to put trees into.

 17     So the $25,000 will be used to make the city

 18   overall look better.  It won't be particularly

 19   targeted for anything in particular.

 20     So whenever a project comes forward, it will

 21   come forward to the city council, and it will be --

 22   well, part of what we'll talk about will be the fact

 23   that's what's going to come out of, that funded

 24   money.

 25          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you very much,



Prospect City Council Meeting - June Page: 12

Court Reporting Services, Inc.
502.899.1663

  1   Sandra, and thank you for everything that you did.

  2   And, Luke, thank you for everything that you did;

  3   that we'll try to work all these things out, which I

  4   believe we've done.

  5     I have been asked to give the Parks and

  6   Public Lands Committee update.  Linda Wardell is,

  7   I believe, out of town.  Stuart Miles I know is out

  8   of town.  If there's anybody else here from that

  9   committee, I'd be happy for you to come up, but I

 10   have some notes here that Linda has passed onto

 11   me, so I can play third base here or third string.

 12     She said, [reads] Here are a few things you

 13   can mention.  First, the boardwalk connecting

 14   Little Hunting Creek Park to the Wol -- Woodland

 15   Trails in Putney Pond and Woodlands has been

 16   completed.

 17     It says, [reads] As the entire length was built

 18   by Boy Scouts doing their Eagle projects, we are

 19   naming the boardwalk Eagle's Way.

 20     [reads] Second, the first section of the

 21   boardwalk across the wetlands of Putney Pond and

 22   Woodlands, also being built by Boy Scouts,

 23   currently is under construction.

 24     [reads] Third, we hope to reopen the Orange

 25   Trail in Hunting Creek Park later this summer; and
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  1   then, finally, the 2015 annual report, which the

  2   committee made to, Linda made it, made it to the

  3   Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund, is the

  4   report for the management of Putley Pond --

  5   Putney Pond and the Woodlands.

  6     So that has been submitted.  And it -- I read

  7   it, and it looked very good.  So that's the Parks

  8   Committee report as far as I can carry that ball.

  9     The next committee report is from the

 10   Forestation Board.  And we do have our chairman

 11   in the back with us, which is Mr. Tucci.

 12          MR. TUCCI:  I already distributed to

 13   council, and there's copies in the back on the

 14   table, a list of 17 trees that were planted by the

 15   city this spring.  And the locations are shown -- on

 16   the right are shown.  They were all selected by our

 17   arborist consultant, Andrea Hamlon.

 18     We completed our Emerald Ash Bore treatment

 19   for large trees.  Forty city trees were treated

 20   basically in the second half of May.  They

 21   averaged about 19 inches in size.

 22     The total cost is about $5700, and this was

 23   some $1200 cheaper than if we had taken the

 24   highest bid.  We took the lowest, what they're

 25   offering.  Reputable [phonetic] --
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  1     A -- another positive thing about that, we had

  2   advertised in the Prospect Newsletter that

  3   residents could get the same price for treating

  4   their ash trees as the city was paying, which was a

  5   very favorable price.  And about 35 residents

  6   pursued this program and had something, like, 70

  7   trees treated.  So we ended up with treating

  8   over 100 trees between the city and the citizens.

  9     Another thing that's going on right now, we

 10   have about four cases of people having hazardous

 11   trees.  We've written them all -- or met with them

 12   and asked them to please take those trees down.

 13     There's also some work being done on

 14   obstructed lights, where tree leaves or limbs are

 15   obstructing the street lights.  And we know there's

 16   two in Fox Harbor that's supposed to be done in

 17   the next day or two.  We had a whole list of those

 18   prepared last year, but if anybody observes more

 19   obstructive trees, call it into the city, and I think

 20   they'll be taken care of.

 21     Yes, sir?

 22          MR. SPEAKER:  I just want to know if you

 23   ever got anywhere with the -- Limbwalker about the

 24   prices, where they decided they weren't going to

 25   do what they said they were going to do.
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  1          MR. TUCCI:  Yeah, we had adver -- we

  2   had advertized that the residents could get the

  3   same price as the city paid, and we had one case

  4   where the -- Limbwalker said they wouldn't do it

  5   for that price because they had a minimum charge

  6   of $150.  So we told Limbwalker that that was

  7   unacceptable, so they would probably be

  8   disqualified next year.

  9          MR. SPEAKER:  Okay.

 10          MR. TUCCI:  Any other questions?

 11          MAYOR EVANS:  I guess not.  Thank you

 12   very much, Lee.

 13     I'm going to lump two of these committee

 14   reports together because Sandra Leonard is in

 15   charge of both of them, the Library Committee

 16   update and the History Book Committee update.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I know I

 18   said this last year, and it's true again:  The library

 19   has had it's best year to date.  We've made about

 20   $2500 on our used-book sales.

 21     The order is in, and we're getting books that

 22   we can't get from our normal lease contract.  This

 23   year that will be picture books for little bitty kids,

 24   chapter books for younger children, a couple of

 25   Kentucky authors that we can't get through a
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  1   larger distributor.

  2     And the rest of it is all going to be in audio

  3   books, which tends to make people that I talk to in

  4   the library really happy.  And I'm trying really hard

  5   to order books that both men and women can listen

  6   to, which is really hard.

  7     In terms of the History Book Committee, if all

  8   of you saw the article in the paper, Martha

  9   Snowden -- and I don't remember her current last

 10   name.  I think she's had four husbands.  Anyway,

 11   she and her brother used to run the Prospect

 12   General Store.  And --

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  It's

 14   Mahan.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Thank

 16   you.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Martha

 18   Mahan.

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Mahan.

 20   Anyway, she -- she is, obviously, a fascinating

 21   human being.  And one of our members talked to

 22   her this last week, and I can't wait -- we have a

 23   meeting tomorrow to find out what she said,

 24   because she really -- her parents actually started

 25   the general store, and so there's a whole
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  1   continuity of information there that we haven't

  2   been able to get from anybody else.

  3          MR. SPEAKER:  Did they [phonetic] --

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  No, I did

  5   the books.  That was --

  6          MAYOR EVANS:  That was good

  7   [phonetic].

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  --

  9   Martha; uh-huh.

 10          MAYOR EVANS:  All right.  And just a

 11   personal note:  I remember Martha Snowden when

 12   she was working in the Prospect store back in the

 13   late '70s, maybe after that for a little bit.  And if

 14   you don't remember it, that was quite an operation.

 15   You could call them up and tell them what you

 16   wanted, and they would put it in a bag and bring it

 17   to you.

 18      Now, the other thing I remember about

 19   Martha -- well, it's something I don't want to say

 20   because it wasn't complimentary to me.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, tell

 22   us.

 23          MAYOR EVANS:  No, no, no.

 24          MAYOR EVANS:  But I remember Martha

 25   with her hand down in a bin where there was
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  1   lettuce or cabbage or something like that, and she

  2   was wearing the biggest emerald on her hand that

  3   I'd ever seen.  I mean, it was a -- a rock.  And

  4   she's in there with this -- it was a genuine

  5   emerald.  She was in there just digging around in

  6   the lettuce.

  7     So it was an interesting little country general

  8   grocery store.  And, of course, it's gone.

  9     I also remember her brother, Joe, he owned

 10   the building where the city hall was from

 11   about 1977 or '8 until about 1981 or thereabouts,

 12   and was a two-story frame building.  And right

 13   about the time that the city leased it for a city

 14   hall, he painted it this remarkable color of blue

 15   and painted all the trim purple.

 16     And I don't know that anybody ever asked him

 17   about it, but we all thought that it was probable

 18   that Joe got a deal on some paint they couldn't

 19   sell to anybody else and painted City Hall that

 20   color.

 21     And the reason that our occupancy ended

 22   there -- because they say that -- that house was

 23   probably 100 years old, and a -- a funny thing

 24   happened.  The fire marshal came up and

 25   inspected it, and he had a clipboard with 20 or 30
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  1   items on it, you know, checkmarks.

  2     And he inspected the place for safety.  And he

  3   checked off every single hazard on the clipboard.

  4   And so instead of rewiring it and doing all the

  5   things we would have had to do, we -- we -- it was

  6   declared unsafe.  We couldn't stay there.

  7     So that was the end of our occupancy of Joe

  8   Snowden's building.  I saw him once after that.  He

  9   still hadn't forgiven me, so. . .

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We have

 11   a picture of that for the book, but it's not in color.

 12   So if anybody ever find's one in color --

 13          MAYOR EVANS:  I gave you a picture in

 14   color.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's not

 16   purple.  It's --

 17          MAYOR EVANS:  No.  All right.

 18   [WHEREUPON, off-the-record remarks are

 19   made.]

 20          MAYOR EVANS:  Moving along, the

 21   Landscape and Beautification Committee, I'll make

 22   that report.

 23     We haven't met for a couple of months.  We've

 24   got all of the planting done of the flowers and

 25   trees and things for the season April/May.  Of
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  1   course, April had rained so much, we couldn't do a

  2   lot.  And when the rain stopped, we got busy.

  3     And I say "we."  It was Pro Turf and Andrea.

  4   And they got out there, and they did all the

  5   plantings that you see in all the entrances.

  6     And where we are right now is just trying keep

  7   things alive with water.  A lot of our irrigation

  8   systems are either kaput or not working well, and

  9   that's something that, in our budget, we're going

 10   have to address.

 11     In the meantime, we have a truck with a big

 12   water tank and a pump.  And when I entered

 13   Hunting Creek this evening around 5:00, one of our

 14   employees, Mike Lesch, was there with the truck at

 15   the entrance to Hunting Creek watering things.

 16   They need to get up to Bridgepointe as frequently

 17   as possible and water those stuff those people

 18   stuff up there.

 19     We're aware of all of this, and that's why we

 20   have hired on a part time basis a young man, just

 21   started today.  And all he's going to do is water

 22   things.  It's been dry.  And if you don't water stuff,

 23   it'll die.  So that's what we're up to mainly.

 24     At the next meeting we have, we will talk

 25   about, as we move into fiscal year 2015/'16, what
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  1   our next couple of projects around 42 will be.  And

  2   I'll be looking forward to Mr. Simpson's input on

  3   that, because I know he has some ideas,

  4   references.

  5     You know, we are focused on -- as we -- as

  6   the budget allows, on moving along 42 similarly as

  7   we did between Happy Hollow Road and the

  8   entrance to Hunting Creek, which looks so much

  9   better, and as we did across from Smithfield

 10   Green, had all that cleared out, having that grass

 11   mowed, that looks so much better.  And we're

 12   going to keep doing those things, so that the front

 13   door of Prospect does justice for the rest of it.

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One of

 15   the things -- could I have one more second?

 16          MAYOR EVANS:  Sure.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One of

 18   the things we didn't tell you about the water

 19   company, when you just mentioned Andrea, they

 20   will hire Andrea Hanlon to make sure they do what

 21   they told us they were going do.

 22     For example, they're going to put in -- which

 23   we have no faith in the world.  They're going to put

 24   in a construction fence, you know, the temporary

 25   ones, so that they won't go in and intrude on any
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  1   of the trees that are behind the area.  So

  2   somebody, in playing with their equipment, is not

  3   going to crash off in and take more stuff down.

  4     Well, we're not going to pay Andrea to do

  5   that, so they are going pay her as a subcontractor

  6   to keep an eye on all these individual components

  7   that they've agreed to.  And in addition to that,

  8   we're going to get field notes, both from them and

  9   from Andrea, so that we can review them to make

 10   sure that they have done what they said they were

 11   going do.

 12          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  One other thing

 13   occurs to me when we talk about our front door.

 14   As many of you know, maybe some of you don't,

 15   the entrance brickwork when you come off of

 16   Covered Bridge Road into what I call the back

 17   entrance to the Estates of Hunting Creek was

 18   basically destroyed by a car that tried to make the

 19   turn too fast and didn't make it and crashed into

 20   the brick instead.  And so it's been sort of a pile

 21   of rubble there ever since, and it's been awhile.

 22     And what's held us up has been getting the

 23   insurance company to move on it, make its

 24   adjustment and all that.  And I got an email saying

 25   he was down there at 2:30 this afternoon, and
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  1   Holly just told me that they will give us their

  2   report a week from today.

  3     So that's how fast those things move, but it --

  4   as soon as we have that, we will have a brick

  5   mason at work putting that back up the way it was.

  6     That's all the reports and -- except for the

  7   Environmental Services Committee, and that would

  8   be Councilman Fulcher.

  9          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Thank

 10   you.  The Environmental Services is a study

 11   committee which -- with the charge of taking a look

 12   at all of the sanitary-type services that the -- that

 13   the city offers to the citizens.

 14     It's -- when we were given the -- when we

 15   were given the assignment of reviewing this, it

 16   was -- one of the reasons was because the Rum --

 17   Rumpke contract was coming due in very short

 18   order, which at the end of this month is when the,

 19   current contract expires.

 20     We found out that, in -- in discussing it with

 21   the mayor and various others, there's no room --

 22   there's no flexibility within the current contract to

 23   even extend it while we looked at various options

 24   available to us, or even some of the questions that

 25   we wanted to ask relative to how other people do
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  1   things, what the current technology is, what

  2   efficiencies we could -- we could offer, that type

  3   of thing.  So there was no -- no room for -- for any

  4   of that level of flexibility.

  5     So the first order of business for us was then

  6   to undertake to construct a contract, with Holly

  7   and the mayor's -- mayor's guidance, that offered

  8   a level of flexibility for that -- those particular

  9   services, which gives the community opportunity to

 10   change things, to try things, pilot projects.

 11   Different neighborhoods have different needs.  All

 12   of that flexibility is built into it.

 13     And Rumpke was the only -- the only

 14   contractor who responded to our request for a

 15   quote.  They did a very complete job in putting

 16   together their proposal.  And the -- so we have

 17   no -- so we're recommending to the mayor that he

 18   proceed with the contract as he has it in -- in hand

 19   at this point.

 20     The -- just a -- just a point of general

 21   information.  This -- this is about 3/4 of a million

 22   bucks -- a little shy of 3/4 of a million bucks for

 23   these services, and the -- it's the largest single

 24   budget line item we have.

 25     And when I say that, I mean, you know, you
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  1   take a look at what -- the police budget as being

  2   the big one, or whatever, but they've done an

  3   excellent job of breaking down every particular

  4   piece that they need as a line item.

  5     This -- this -- we started out with a line item

  6   of roughly $700,000 with no breakdown, no -- no

  7   yard waste breakdown and no trash breakdown, no

  8   recycle breakdown, no container prices, none --

  9   none of the things that make up about 25% of our

 10   budget.

 11     So -- so that was one of the drivers in trying

 12   to build flexibility into the contract so that we

 13   could also identify where -- what the cost space is

 14   for all of these items happen to be.  So as we go

 15   forward, next year's budget, we can -- we can look

 16   at it with a little more intelligent perspective.

 17     Now, the -- as I said, we've rec -- we

 18   recommended this as it stands, because they've --

 19   they've got it.  We've got two -- we've got two

 20   weeks to do it.  However, with that

 21   recommendation, we recognize that to continue

 22   with the status quo will be slightly over budget,

 23   over the -- the budgeted number for  15/'16

 24   budget; but we've built in the sufficient flexibility

 25   into the contract that over the -- over the next
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  1   year, that maintaining costs below budget should

  2   not be a problem.

  3     So the work of the committee isn't finished,

  4   because we had raised a lot of questions we need

  5   to have answered yet such that we can give the

  6   mayor and -- and Holly some of the -- some

  7   guidance in where the industry's going; where --

  8   what costs are; how we can break them down in --

  9   in a more detailed fashion.

 10     We're not at that point right now.  So any

 11   speculation on what's going to be done or how it's

 12   going to be done is -- is premature, other than we

 13   must place a contract by the end of this month.

 14     So, now, one other item, you know, 3/4 of a

 15   million dollars is a lot of money.  It's a lot of

 16   money for this city.  It's a lot of money for just

 17   about -- just about anybody, but Luke -- Luke has

 18   had -- had some experience in this industry.  And

 19   there are several other cities, apparently, that

 20   have been faced with this type of situation.

 21     And when there's a -- when there's a savings

 22   associated with any -- anything, whether you say,

 23   okay, we saved money on trees this year.  We

 24   saved money on garbage pickup.  We saved

 25   money -- what do you with it?  What do you do with
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  1   that money?

  2     And -- and -- and Luke has some views on how

  3   other people have handled that.  So if you don't

  4   mind, I'll pass it to Luke.

  5          MAYOR EVANS:  Sure, that would be

  6   fine.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Thank

  8   you.

  9          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you, Frank.

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I want to

 11   just echo what Frank said.  This really is a work in

 12   progress.  The committee has spent a lot of time to

 13   get to the point where we are right now, but we

 14   still have a lot of work to do, but we have learned

 15   a lot.  There's no question about that.

 16     And as he indicated, I have spent quite a few

 17   years in this industry, 17, to be exact.  So I am

 18   kind of familiar with what a lot of cities have done,

 19   both large and small, across the country.

 20     When we started looking at this -- and, again,

 21   recognizing what Frank said, that if we don't make

 22   any changes to the current system, we're going to

 23   be over budget, and we -- we will have to address

 24   that sometime during the course of the year.

 25     We've taken a look at three different ways
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  1   that you can reduce costs and -- and, perhaps,

  2   make the system more efficient along the way.

  3   What I'd like to do is just take a couple of minutes

  4   and just highlight what some of these things might

  5   be, and, again, stressing that we're -- we're not

  6   here tonight directing that one, two, or three

  7   changes or any change.  We just want to kind of

  8   let you know what we've been thinking.

  9     One of the changes that we would look at

 10   would be to reduce the frequency of collection to

 11   once a week for garbage collection, which is the

 12   same amount for recycling yard waste, which is

 13   currently once a week.

 14     Another change that we could look at is the

 15   introduction of new, more modern 65-gallon rollout

 16   recycling bins.  You may have seen these in other

 17   cities.  They're not quite as large as the

 18   traditional rollout garbage can, but they're a lot

 19   bigger than the 18-gallon bins that we have now.

 20     The City of Lexington, I believe, was the first

 21   city in the United States to do this, and it's

 22   definitely about 20-some-odd years ago.  And it

 23   was a huge success.

 24     What happens is that you have more people

 25   participate in the recycling program, and,
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  1   consequently, more people will put more materials

  2   in the bin than they currently do with the 18-gallon

  3   bin.  And then, ultimately, you divert more solid

  4   waste from the landfill, which is really the goal of

  5   recycling.  So it's a green win-win situation.

  6     Another thing that we looked at and thought

  7   about a little bit that you may have heard about,

  8   and that is changing from rear-door collection to

  9   rolling the garbage cans out to the curb.  You

 10   know, that's an option.  That's something that

 11   could be done.

 12     So, you know, just very quickly, again, taking

 13   into account the top line, what we were given and

 14   how much can you save by implementing some of

 15   these changes, a -- again, remember that our

 16   current system going forward is going to

 17   cost 711,000 going into the next year.

 18     Just by reducing the collection frequency

 19   alone to once a week, leaving everything else

 20   the -- the way it is, we can save $107,000

 21   annually.  By reducing the collection frequency,

 22   retaining rear-door collection, but introducing the

 23   new 65-gallon recycling bin, we can also save

 24   about $107,000 each year.

 25     By re -- by retaining the two -- twice a week
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  1   collection frequency but eliminating rear-door

  2   collection, we can save $249,000 each year.  And

  3   over the life of a four-year contract, that's about

  4   $1 million.

  5     And then, lastly, if we were to make -- you

  6   know, reduce the collection frequency, eliminate

  7   the rear-door collection, and introduce

  8   the 65-gallon recycling container, then you're

  9   talking about $338,000 a year in savings.  And,

 10   again, that's 1.3 million over the life of a four-year

 11   contract.  So that's a pretty -- a pretty healthy

 12   savings.

 13     So where we are, as Frank indicated, the

 14   committee is going to do some more research and

 15   have more dialogue on this.  You'll be hearing a

 16   lot more about it, and we'll see what happens, but

 17   it's interesting to see what opportunities are out

 18   there, and there will be additional discussion.

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Excuse

 20   me.  Can I have the floor again, please?

 21          MAYOR EVANS:  [nods head]

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  One item

 23   that you omitted, and there were several items that

 24   you had discussed with me about what the cities

 25   had done with the savings, some -- and some
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  1   people --

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Sure.

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  -- some

  4   people had to do it because they were way over

  5   budget.  They had to take some drastic measures.

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  There

  7   are -- there are -- there are a lot of things that

  8   you can do.  Obviously, you can take a look at

  9   using these funds towards some capital projects

 10   that right now our budget just does not allow for.

 11   One thing that's been discussed in a maintenance

 12   facility or maintenance building that we need, a

 13   large building, but the budget just doesn't allow

 14   for that kind of construction at this point in time.

 15     Another thing is you can kind of bank some of

 16   these savings, if you will, and use them for

 17   matching grants; because down the road, I know a

 18   lot of folks have expressed an interest in

 19   connectivity between neighborhoods, you know,

 20   putting in some bike paths in between various

 21   subdivisions, and lighting and landscaping, things

 22   of that nature.

 23     The city is in a position where it can go out

 24   and -- and apply for grants for these types of

 25   projects.  Usually it requires a matching grant
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  1   from the city.  If we made the biggest change here,

  2   you could fund $5 million grants on a 20%

  3   matching grant.  So, in other words, you can turn a

  4   million into five million to be used on local

  5   projects for bike paths, lighting, landscaping,

  6   things of that nature.

  7     So, you know, that's the kind of thing we want

  8   to get our arms around, because a lot of people

  9   would be -- I think would like to see what -- you

 10   know, what's next for Prospect in the

 11   next 5, 10, 15 years?  And this is kind of part of

 12   that discussion is that, you know, it might get --

 13   might help us do some things that we can't

 14   otherwise do.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Thank

 16   you.  One -- one other point.  I -- I welcome any

 17   interested parties into the committee.  I mean,

 18   we -- we have a good committee.  There's been

 19   lots of dialogue.  People with an interest, I

 20   certainly invite you to -- to contact me, and we'll

 21   let everyone know when the next committee

 22   meeting is.

 23     We -- of course, they're public meetings of,

 24   you know, the ope -- open meeting law, and we'll

 25   try our best to get as much community input as we
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  1   can as we go forward.  Thank you.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Could -- if

  3   we could back up a minute? Could you clarify:  At

  4   the end of this month, we will be signing a

  5   contract with Rumpke that is fundamentally what

  6   we have had in the past.

  7          MAYOR EVANS:  It would be precisely

  8   what --

  9          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  The diff --

 10   the --

 11          MAYOR EVANS:  -- it's been precisely.

 12          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- the

 13   different -- yeah, the difference only is that within

 14   that contract there's the possibility of flexibility;

 15   is that correct?

 16          MAYOR EVANS:  Down the road.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Is that down

 18   the road in three years or down the year -- down

 19   the road next October?

 20          MAYOR EVANS:  Either way.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's our

 22   choice.  Rumpke's not going to change it.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  But we could

 24   change it without --

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  If we
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  1   chose to.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah.  And

  3   these are just sort of random thoughts.

  4   The 65-gallon containers, who buys them?  Does

  5   Rumpke provide them?  Do the -- we buy them?

  6          MEMBER LEONARD:  It depends on the

  7   service with it.  And one of the areas that we need

  8   to continue looking into is if different people talk,

  9   their perception of what Rumpke has said isn't

 10   exactly what they're saying.

 11     And so one of the things we need to look at --

 12   our hope is that we will come up with something

 13   where they' buy it and where it's economically

 14   practical for them to buy it.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Okay.  Just,

 16   again, sort of random thoughts.  I'm conscious

 17   about inviting everybody onto a committee.  We've

 18   had difficulty in the past in that when we sort of

 19   say "anybody who wants to be on the committee

 20   can," we often end up with something that is closer

 21   to a cabal of people who have a point of view

 22   rather than having actually some kind of

 23   representative sort of thing.

 24     So I'm not sure how you -- I would be very

 25   interested, for instance, in having representatives
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  1   from every neighborhood on a committee.  Anyhow,

  2   I just think it -- it -- you can find yourself in a bad

  3   position inadvertently, because only one faction is

  4   a --

  5          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's not --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- you know,

  7   people who are really passionate about something,

  8   and they show up; and then there are other people

  9   who six months down the road say, "huh?"

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, on

 11   the other hand, though --

 12          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And --

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- they

 14   are open meetings.  And, truthfully, anybody who

 15   wants to come can --

 16          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah, I -- I

 17   understand.

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- can

 19   come.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  It's just a

 21   matter of --

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:

 23   Semantics.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You know,

 25   you can have the perception of fairness, and it
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  1   works out not that way at all.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  The other

  4   thing, again, thinking of some of these offers, one

  5   that makes me very uncomfortable is the idea of

  6   giving up the backyard col -- back-door collection.

  7   It -- I have a nice flat lot, a nice flat driveway.

  8   Lee and I always put our garbage out at the curb,

  9   always, just to be nice for Rumpke.  They're nice

 10   guys.  We help them out.

 11     But I look across the road at two very steep

 12   driveways where retired people live.

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Even on a

 15   nice day, that's a -- that's an effort.  I would hate

 16   to see them sliding down there in February.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  So I'm -- if --

 19   if you happen to be -- to live in one of the flatter

 20   parts of Prospect, and you don't go walking in

 21   some of -- some of the other parts, you forget what

 22   a challenge it can be.  But I don't know how we

 23   can discriminate and sort of say, "Well,

 24   you-guys". . .

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  You --
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  1   you actually hit the nail on -- I've got -- that's

  2   another one of our prime focuses.  Rumpke's

  3   indicated that they would continue back-door

  4   pickup without additional charges for

  5   roughly 2- to 3% of our populous.  Right now we

  6   have no idea what that means, what it would do.

  7     We know that there are houses that can never

  8   give up back-door pickup.  We know that there are

  9   people that can never give up back-door pickup.

 10   So that is absolutely one of the next big areas for

 11   us to take a look at.

 12          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  ONE:

 13   Now, they have -- Rumpke has the technology and

 14   they've got the -- they have the processes in place

 15   that they can go house by house with different

 16   types of pick up, if that was necessary. Now,

 17   there's a cost associated with that, but the

 18   technology exists and the processes exist.

 19     So -- and we've -- we've spent a lot of time

 20   discussing the various situations where you've got

 21   a short driveway and you're 20 years old and --

 22   and you -- you're just think -- you know, or the -- a

 23   steep driveway and you're incapable of dealing

 24   with it.  And then you throw in the variable that,

 25   okay, we have a -- an aging population, all of
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  1   whom have second homes in Florida and aren't

  2   here half of the year.  So, I mean, the -- the mix --

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  -- the mix

  5   is quite eclectic, and we're dealing with that,

  6   trying to come up with a formula that -- that

  7   satisfies the needs of most of the -- most of the

  8   people.

  9     So it's been addressed.  It's been -- it's

 10   currently being discussed.

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah, it's --

 12   it's tricky.  I would -- I would venture to say that

 13   it's more than 3% of the residents.

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  It may be.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It may

 16   be.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Yes,

 18   and -- and --

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  We -- we

 20   would --

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  But the

 22   fact --

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- it'd have

 24   to be -- we must have 1,000 residents who are

 25   over 65.
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  1          MAYOR EVANS:  We have 990 residents

  2   who are --

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Well, I was

  4   pretty close.

  5          MAYOR EVANS:  -- who are over 70.  My

  6   wife went into her computer and did all the data

  7   collection, and came up with that figure, a figure

  8   which I presented to this committee at their

  9   meeting last -- last -- late last week.

 10     Anything further?

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  If Sandy

 12   has no more questions. . .

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  No.  The --

 14   you know, as I said, I was just sort of presenting

 15   them at random, and I -- they may be similar to

 16   questions that people who are hearing this for the

 17   first time are having, too.  So I was. . .

 18          MAYOR EVANS:  They're good questions.

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

 20          MAYOR EVANS:  I have two or three

 21   things on this subject that I would like to say as

 22   the mayor.  The first thing I would like to notice is

 23   that, according to our accountants, we currently

 24   have $2-1/2 million in the bank in cash

 25   unrestricted, 2-1/2 million.
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  1     In addition, we have four hundred and,

  2   rounding up, twelve dollars -- $412,000 in our

  3   municipal road fund.  A significant part of that we

  4   will spend this year on paving, over 300,000.  I

  5   don't know the exact number, but in unrestricted

  6   funds we currently have $2-1/2 million in the bank.

  7     More of -- last year we came in under budget

  8   by, if my memory serves correctly, $206,000.

  9   According to the May 31st, 2015 financial

 10   statement, which I have in front of me, it looks to

 11   me as if we are going to come in under budget this

 12   year somewhere between 3- and $400,000.

 13     So we are not having a financial problem.

 14   That's my point.

 15     I already made the point about the number of

 16   elderly residents we have.  I may be the only

 17   person in the room who recently has walked the

 18   entire City of Prospect from one end to the other,

 19   and that was last August, July -- or August,

 20   September, and October.  And so I kind of know

 21   what I'm -- what I'm talking about. And I've even

 22   gone and taken a few photographs.

 23     Unfortunately, David, I didn't have time to get

 24   up to Bridgepointe, but those driveways would

 25   have been eloquent.  I know that when I climbed
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  1   up to Katherine Rafferty's front porch, I had a

  2   nose bleed it was so high off the ground.

  3     I appreciate everything the committee has

  4   done in exploring all of these options.  I really do.

  5   And they've done an incredible amount of work.

  6     My personal view, and I'm not alone, is that

  7   this city will not go quietly into the night as far as

  8   abandoning back-door pickup.  This is a five-star

  9   city.  It's not a two- or three-star city. And a lot of

 10   our people want back-door pickup.

 11     Now, I can't go further than that and tell you

 12   that I think I know what everybody wants in terms

 13   of twice a week versus once a week or any of that

 14   kind of stuff.  I just don't.

 15     But when it comes to curbside, if you think

 16   about what our city looks like, and then you think

 17   about it once or twice a week with trash cans

 18   lining all of our streets, pick a neighborhood, it

 19   doesn't matter, I just don't think that most of the

 20   people of Prospect want that.

 21     And if we would choose to do that, I can tell

 22   you who they're going to be mad at.  And it isn't

 23   Mr. Schmidt and it isn't Mr. Fulcher.  It's me;

 24   okay?

 25     But that aside, you know, I am just -- and I
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  1   said this at the meeting we had -- the committee

  2   meeting, which I attended last week.  I said,

  3   "You-all need to know where I am with this."

  4     The way it works in a mayor/council

  5   government is that the council tells the mayor how

  6   much he can spend.  This is it.  And it's line by

  7   line and in general categories.  And when it comes

  8   to trash collection, there's a line for that.  And it

  9   says $750,000, or whatever the number is, that the

 10   council says you can spend for that.  So,

 11   ultimately, the council does have control over what

 12   we do with this critical, perhaps, the most

 13   important city function.

 14     I've always believed that the first thing you're

 15   going hear about is missed trash collection.  I've

 16   experienced it.  The council can control that

 17   through the power of the budget by a vote of for it

 18   or whatever, but until they do that, this mayor is

 19   not going sign onto curbside collection.  I'm just

 20   telling you.

 21     Anything else?

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I'd like to

 23   make one comment.  The mayor and I probably

 24   disagree more than we agree on this issue, and I

 25   respect his opinion, but the one thing that I would
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  1   encourage everybody to do, as the committee

  2   moves forward on this issue and as we learn more

  3   about it and as we dig into it and we address

  4   things such as what Sandy mentioned, and which

  5   are very legitimate, very real issues, and very real

  6   concerns, I -- I think it's incumbent to try to keep

  7   a bit of an open mind; because it -- I spent 17

  8   years in this industry hitting up trade associations

  9   and the plastics industry, and we dealt day and

 10   night every day with these issues with

 11   municipalities all across the country.

 12     And there's no one size that fits all.  There's

 13   no question about that.  But on the other hand,

 14   some of these changes that we've outlined as

 15   possibilities, dozens, if not hundreds of cities

 16   across the country, big and small, have already

 17   done this.  They've already made some of these

 18   changes.  They've done it -- they've done it

 19   successfully.

 20     So while I maybe don't agree on every point

 21   here with the mayor, let us do some research on

 22   this, and let us do our due diligence.  And when we

 23   have a committee meeting, which Frank will post,

 24   those that are interested, we encourage you to

 25   come out, share your views.
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  1     If you love the current system, we want to

  2   hear it.  If you like, maybe, looking at something

  3   else, we want to hear that.  But I would really,

  4   really encourage the community to keep an open

  5   mind, because at the time -- because, again, we're

  6   not here tonight as a committee to make a

  7   decision, make a recommendation, or do anything

  8   we can or couldn't do; but it -- the opportunity

  9   here for the city is pretty significant if we

 10   carefully go about this and -- and try to construct

 11   something that really could make a difference in

 12   the community down the road.

 13     The last point I'll make:  When my family and I

 14   lived in Charlotte for 17 years, we lived in a -- a

 15   golf-course community, beautiful neighborhood.  It

 16   was as nice as any that are here in Prospect.

 17     And we had garbage that was rolled out to the

 18   curb.  And some of the homes were 3-, 4-, and $5

 19   million homes, and some were a little less, but the

 20   point was that it wasn't the end of the world.

 21     And so, again, ask everybody to kind of keep

 22   an open mind.  Let us do our research, and we'll

 23   see where it goes.  Thank you.

 24          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you, Luke.

 25   As Mr. Fulcher said, the committee is engaged in
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  1   studying this matter.  The committee has not made

  2   a recommendation to me.  And until the committee

  3   does, I think I've said everything on it I have to

  4   say.  And there we are.

  5          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Excuse

  6   me, John.  The committee has made a

  7   recommendation, which is to proceed with the

  8   contract as written right now.

  9          MAYOR EVANS:  When did it do that?

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  A -- a

 11   little earlier.

 12          MAYOR EVANS:  This afternoon?  Just

 13   now?

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Yeah.

 15          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.

 16          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  And that

 17   being that we maintain the -- that it would be

 18   established with the status quo as we're going

 19   forward here in giving us -- giving the committee

 20   time to look at some of the items that we're able to

 21   insist in bringing under budget or doing -- whether

 22   we need to change the budget.

 23     So, yes, we've -- we think that we have a good

 24   contract and recommend to -- to proceed with it.

 25          MAYOR EVANS:  All right.  Moving right
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  1   along, the next -- next item -- there will be an

  2   opportunity, in just a minute, for anybody to come

  3   up to the lectern and talk to the council on

  4   anything they want, but we have one more thing on

  5   the agenda, and that is the police report from our

  6   chief, Chief Sherrard.

  7          CHIEF SHERRARD:  Okay.  House checks

  8   were up a little bit compared to the same period

  9   last year, about 200 more than normal.  I believe

 10   that's attributed to the -- the new computer system

 11   up and running.  It seems to be functioning pretty

 12   well.  There was a couple of glitches that were

 13   corrected actually today, that it seems to be

 14   working a little better.

 15     Traffic citations are down when you compare

 16   them to last year, but that's because we had a --

 17   two grants that were working at the same period

 18   last year, two federal grants that were essentially

 19   ticket-writing grants for speeding and a Click-It or

 20   Ticket program.

 21     So that's why they were so much higher the

 22   same period last year.  This period, 15 citations

 23   for a month is a little bit lower than normal for us,

 24   but it's not drastically lower.

 25     Same number of accidents same period last
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  1   year, 13.  That's about the norm for us.

  2     Calls for service are down.  Initiated runs are

  3   down a little bit.

  4     Our reports for the month, we had a number of

  5   felony reports, but they're related to the theft of

  6   mail.  There were two ladies that were going

  7   around.  They hit numerous parts throughout the

  8   entire metro area.

  9     They were essentially caught out in Audubon

 10   Park, I believe, and they executed a search

 11   warrant in Audubon Park.  When they went into

 12   their home, they found several items of mail that

 13   had Prospect addresses on it.

 14     Audubon Park Police contacted us, and -- and

 15   then in turn we contacted the residents at these

 16   locations.  They hit locations on Smithfield Green,

 17   Rose Island Road, and also on Covered Cove.

 18     What these two ladies did is they would go

 19   around, and they would follow behind a mail truck

 20   and see if a package was delivered there.  One of

 21   them would watch.  The other one would continue

 22   to follow around behind the truck to see if they

 23   delivered a package to another house; also just

 24   watch the mail; and, essentially, just go up and

 25   snatch it.
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  1     There weren't a tremendous amount.  We only

  2   had six reports that were on us, if I'm not

  3   mistaken.  But, anyway, To -- Officer Tony Leitsch

  4   did the follow-up on that, and subsequently placed

  5   the charges on them for all of the cases that we

  6   had related.  So those were all cleared with the

  7   rest on those cases.

  8     We did have one business break-in at

  9   Prospect Point.  No suspects at this time.

 10     Let's see.  We had, let's see, oh, seven -- six

 11   arrests for the month.  A couple of them were on

 12   bench warrants.  We had two arrests that were

 13   related to the incidents that -- over in Sutherland,

 14   where they had the one night where there were a

 15   series of thefts from a car.  I believe that Colonel

 16   Shaw reported that last month.

 17     There was a stolen car involved in it, and then

 18   about five or six cars that were broken into all on

 19   the same night.  There were arrests of two people

 20   on that case that -- it's still pending in court.

 21     I believe they're going to go rocket-docket on

 22   that; are they not?  Rocket-docket just means it's

 23   an accelerated program, but they'll try to

 24   adjudicate it a lot quicker.

 25     A few other misdemeanor cases, nothing of
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  1   significance.

  2     Just an update on some of the equipment.

  3   With the budget adjustment that we had last

  4   month, we've already been able to purchase the

  5   computers, the radios.  They're all in, with the

  6   addition -- the equipment that comes with the

  7   computers, the scanners, the printers, the

  8   connectivity licensing, the tech support contract,

  9   we've obtained all of that.

 10     Now it's matter of getting it all installed.

 11   Colonel Shaw's already making arrangements with

 12   the people that do that, where they'll install the

 13   radios, the computers on the mounts.  And we

 14   should be good to go with those within, what, three

 15   weeks?  Probably about three weeks.  It takes a

 16   while to get the logistics all worked out.

 17     But other than that, I think we're -- that's it.

 18          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you very much,

 19   Chief.

 20     Any new business?

 21          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

 22   response]

 23          MAYOR EVANS:  Any old business?

 24          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

 25   response]
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  1          MAYOR EVANS:  Now it's time to hear

  2   comments from citizens.  There's one gentleman

  3   who signed in.  His name is Barry Weinshenker.

  4   And if he's here, I would welcome him to come up

  5   to the podium.  And tell the court reporter who you

  6   are and where you live and then. . .

  7          MR. WEINSHENKER:  No problem.  I want

  8   to thank you.  I'm Barry Weinshenker.  I live

  9   at 12009 Charlock Court.  Obviously, I'm a

 10   resident of Prospect and of Jefferson County,

 11   though I could be a resident of Oldham County had

 12   I wished.  The property line runs directly through

 13   my house; okay.

 14     Anyway, my son is a competitive Ironman; has

 15   been for several years, so I'm not against biking,

 16   running, swimming the whole bit.  So keep that in

 17   mind.

 18     However, I do have a problem with linking the

 19   Loop; okay?

 20          THE REPORTER:  Have a problem with

 21   what?  I'm sorry.

 22          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Linking the Loop.

 23          THE REPORTER:  Oh, okay.

 24          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Okay.  Jefferson

 25   County is going to pay, according to Mayor
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  1   Fischer, $4.6 million to complete the Loop.  In

  2   addition, maintenance and taking care of the

  3   security, et cetera, would be paid for by Jefferson

  4   County residents.

  5     Northeast [phonetic] statement right now goes

  6   down Springdale Road, Wolf Pen Branch, and

  7   U.S. 42.  And there was a meeting on the 26th,

  8   which was supposed to be a discussion of the

  9   route.  It was not.

 10     It was a discussion of how the route would go

 11   through Prospect after it came down U.S. 42 to

 12   Timber Ridge Road.  I am totally against it coming

 13   down 42 to Timber Ridge Road.

 14     At the meeting, I can't tell you who was there.

 15   I can tell you there was several cars in the parking

 16   lot that had Oldham County license plates.  The --

 17   this is being paid for by Jefferson County; okay?

 18     There were comments such as, "I moved out

 19   for semi -- for a semi rural area and better

 20   schools.  Why can't the path go where we live in

 21   Oldham County?  At least extend it to River Road"

 22   okay?  That foregoing decision I am against.

 23     The only discussion at the meeting was, "Oh,

 24   how can we take and make it easier essentially for

 25   the people for Oldham County to commute
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  1   downtown by bisecting Prospect and running a

  2   high -- running a path right down U.S. 42, at least

  3   to Timber Ridge and possibly all the way to River

  4   Road?"

  5     Understand, I'm not against bicycling.  I'm not

  6   against running.  I'm certainly not against

  7   swimming.

  8     Okay.  My suggestion is -- and they had no

  9   interest in talking about.  They already made up

 10   their minds -- go down U.S. 42 -- do not go down

 11   U.S. 42.  Go directly down Wolf Pen Branch Road.

 12   They've already ruined Springdale -- or, not

 13   Springdale.  They've already ruined -- I forgot the

 14   name of the city, that little -- oh, Shadow Wood.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Shadow

 16   Wood.

 17           MR. WEINSHENKER:  They've already

 18   ruined Shadow Wood.  Once you get past the

 19   Drummond Estate, which was supposedly owned by

 20   the -- by the state.  The state bought for $8

 21   million.  There's a rumor they sold is again for 4

 22   million.  Don't ask.  I don't understand the

 23   finances.

 24     But supposedly, once you get the past the

 25   Drummond Estate, if you take a look, you'll find



Prospect City Council Meeting - June Page: 53

Court Reporting Services, Inc.
502.899.1663

  1   out there's nothing but mud between there and

  2   then the river, okay, because that's what they've

  3   done in order that they can build the highway, so it

  4   would be no problem with them going that way;

  5   okay?

  6     If they want to, they could tie it in -- build a

  7   parking lot and tie it into the bridge, where the

  8   bridge is going to have a bicycle/walk path across.

  9     By the way, understand, there is going to be

 10   no facilities along this, quote, "bike/walk path."  I

 11   don't know about anybody that -- that has kids

 12   that's going to go down a path that has no

 13   bathrooms, no water fountains, no nothing; okay?

 14   So it's going to be, essentially, a bike path.  Let's

 15   be clear; okay?

 16     What I see happening, the parking lots and

 17   places like Kroger and in other parts of Prospect

 18   will be completely filled with commuter cars as

 19   people come in from wherever so that they can

 20   take and use the bike path to go downtown; okay?

 21     With no public facilities, there's two choices.

 22   I assume the police will make sure that they don't

 23   use the second choice, and I don't know if Kroger

 24   will let them use their restrooms as the first

 25   choice; okay?
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  1     Construction, when they do this, is further

  2   going to exacerbate the traffic and the situation

  3   we have with getting out of Prospect currently on

  4   U.S. 42.  It's certainly not going to get better;

  5   okay?

  6     If you want to get the people in Prospect to

  7   the bridge and so forth, my suggestion would be:

  8   Along River Road, build a 5-foot walk path, okay,

  9   just right on River Road from Timber Ridge down

 10   to where the bridge is.  It isn't that far.

 11     My suggestion is:  If they want -- if you want

 12   to take and -- take [phonetic] and help your

 13   neighbors, I have no problem with it, but I would

 14   suggest they build a bike path down Rose Island

 15   Road or down Covered Bridge, which has a

 16   tremendous number of bicycles.

 17     If we go ahead with this plan, which,

 18   evidently, I assume has the council's approval

 19   since the council -- a council member ran the

 20   meeting on the 26th, I would hope that the council

 21   members will be rewarded appropriately at the

 22   polls if and when this is started.  Thank you.

 23          MAYOR EVANS:  Well, thank you for your

 24   comments.  To my knowledge, this city council has

 25   absolutely no control over what Metro Government
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  1   does with the Louisville Loop.

  2          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Except that you

  3   had -- Mr. Miles, I believe, had the meeting.  It

  4   was in your paper.  The only people that -- that

  5   were there were people who had already decided

  6   where it was going to go with no input from

  7   Prospect.  Sure.

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Excuse

  9   me. Can I say -- I was there.

 10          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Okay.

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  And --

 12          MR. WEINSHENKER:  I know you were.

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I know.

 14   And I don't agree with you, but I also don't agree

 15   with them.

 16     I think that going down 42 -- and this is my

 17   own personal opinion.  It has nothing to do with

 18   anybody else.  I think going down 42 and across

 19   Timber Ridge is stupid, because when they talk

 20   about the type of people who would use this, it is

 21   what you said.  It's not bikers, real bikers.  Real

 22   bikers are not going to want to go on this kind of

 23   path.

 24     It -- they use mothers with prams.  And I

 25   personally don't think any mother with a pram is
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  1   going to want to go along 42.

  2     Now, I do know that they are exploring other

  3   options that would not put them along roadways.

  4   Where that will go, I can't begin to tell you, but I

  5   have been as outspoken with my opinions as you

  6   have been.  And I think we need to keep doing

  7   that.  That's my --

  8          MR. WEINSHENKER:  I --

  9          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  --

 10   personal opinion.

 11          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- I would

 12   appreciate it if it was -- if it was done.  I got the --

 13   the impression, because the engineer from the

 14   Parks De -- Department, if you remember, stood up

 15   at the meeting and said "Oh, yeah.  We're going to

 16   be coming in on this, and we're going to go here.

 17   And then" --

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I think

 19   that they --

 20          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- "and then when

 21   we hit 42, we're going to" --

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I heard --

 23          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- "turn."  And

 24   they --

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- they
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  1   were --

  2          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- they discussed

  3   how -- that they can run a double pathway down --

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's --

  5   that's --

  6   ` `    MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- 42.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- what

  8   he --

  9          MR. WEINSHENKER:  There was no

 10   discussion any other way.

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I'm -- I --

 12   there was where I was.

 13          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Where you were;

 14   okay.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's --

 16   and I think you need to keep coming to the -- keep

 17   coming to those meetings, and I think we need to

 18   keep talking.

 19          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Well, I'm sending

 20   my comments, obviously, to Don McCann --

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's

 22   good.

 23          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- and --

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's

 25   good.
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  1          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- Fischer and a

  2   few others.  Thank you very much.

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I'd -- I'd

  4   just like to add, also, I attended the meeting and

  5   have been following the development of the

  6   Louisville Loop, as well.  And while we want to be

  7   careful where it goes and how it's put in and all

  8   that good stuff, the overall picture and the overall

  9   intent of the Loop is to connect the entire

 10   community, all of Jefferson County.

 11     And it improves the quality of life.  There's no

 12   question about that it improves health.

 13     So -- and -- and I think there are a lot of

 14   people in Prospect who would like for it to be

 15   connected -- like for Prospect to be connected to

 16   the Louisville Loop and -- so that we have access

 17   to the bridge, and if we want to bicycle downtown,

 18   we can do that.

 19     But I agree, you -- you want to do it in a way

 20   that it doesn't clutter up the roads that we already

 21   have, because there are times when bicyclists are

 22   slowing everybody down and the traffic backs up.

 23   It's not a safe situation.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, the

 25   bicyclists on -- on River Road are still going to
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  1   slow everybody down.  Those big groups of 20

  2   to 40 people are not going to take this path.

  3     And that has come across loud and clear in

  4   these meeting.  This isn't the type of biker that

  5   this particular thing is for.

  6     It's -- I keep saying because at the rate

  7   they're going, you need to accommodate electric

  8   wheelchairs, because I think that those are the

  9   kind of people, like me, who are going to be using

 10   it.  But I don't disagree with your concerns.  I

 11   really. as you can tell, don't.

 12          MAYOR EVANS:  Would anybody else like

 13   to address the meeting?  [no audible response]

 14          MAYOR EVANS:  Everybody wants to just

 15   go home?

 16          MAYOR EVANS: Well, I think that can be

 17   arranged.  Is there a motion?

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  So moved.

 19          MAYOR EVANS:  Is there a second?

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Second.

 21          MAYOR EVANS:  All in favor of

 22   adjournment, say "aye."

 23          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

 24          MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed?

 25          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
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  1   response]

  2          MAYOR EVANS:  We're adjourned.

  3   [WHEREUPON, the City Council Meeting

  4   concludes at 8:05 p.m.]
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  1                     C A P T I O N

  2          The Meeting in the matter, on the date,

  3   and at the time and place set out on the title page

  4   hereof.

  5          It was requested that the Hearing be

  6   taken by the reporter and that same be reduced to

  7   typewritten form.

  8   .

  9   .

 10   .

 11   .

 12   .

 13   .

 14   .

 15   .

 16   .

 17   .

 18   .

 19   .

 20   .

 21   .

 22   .

 23   .

 24   .

 25   .



Prospect City Council Meeting - June Page: 62

Court Reporting Services, Inc.
502.899.1663

  1                CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

  2   STATE OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE:

  3     I, BARBIE A. HENNESSEY, Notary Public

  4   for the State of Kentucky at Large, do hereby

  5   certify that the foregoing was reported by

  6   stenographic and mechanical means, which matter

  7   was held on the date, and at the time and place

  8   set out in the caption hereof and that the

  9   foregoing constitutes a true and accurate

 10   transcript of same.

 11     I further certify that I am not related to any of

 12   the parties, nor am I an employee of or related to

 13   any of the attorneys representing the parties, and

 14   I have no financial interest in the outcome of this

 15   matter.

 16     GIVEN under my hand and Notarial seal this

 17   _______ day of __________________, 2015.

 18   .

 19   My Commission Expires:          Notary Public

 20   .

 21   JANUARY 2, 2017  _____________________.

 22   .

 23   Notary ID: 480672

 24   .

 25   .
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 01              CITY OF PROSPECT, KENTUCKY
 02                 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
 03                    JUNE 15, 2015
 04         MAYOR EVANS:  Welcome to the monthly
 05  regular meeting of the city council of the City of
 06  Prospect, Kentucky.  Today is June 15th, 2015.
 07    Five of our six council members are here.  The
 08  only one absent today -- tonight is Stuart Miles,
 09  who is on vacation.
 10    The first order of business is to consider
 11  approving the minutes of the city council meeting
 12  held on May 4th, 2015 and also the minutes of the
 13  meeting held on May 18th, 2015.  Those minutes
 14  were sent to all of the council members prior to
 15  this meeting so that they could review them and
 16  see if they have any requested changes.
 17    And, in fact, somebody did, and we made the
 18  change.  I think it was Councilman Fulcher.  We
 19  thank you, Frank, for picking that up.  And so they
 20  have been corrected accordingly.
 21    Are there any other suggested additions or
 22  corrections to those minutes, either of them?
 23         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
 24  response]
 25         MAYOR EVANS:  If not, I'll ask for a
�0004
 01  motion to approve the minutes of the May 4th
 02  meeting as it has been presented.  Is there such a
 03  motion?
 04         MR. SPEAKER:  So moved.
 05         MS. SPEAKER:  So moved.
 06         MAYOR EVANS:  Is there a second?
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Second.
 08         MAYOR EVANS:  It's been moved and
 09  seconded.  Any further discussion?
 10         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
 11  response]
 12         MAYOR EVANS:  All in favor say "aye."
 13         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.
 14         MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed?
 15         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
 16  response]
 17         MAYOR EVANS:  The ayes have it.
 18  Those minutes are approved.
 19    Next, the minutes of the May 18th meeting, is
 20  there a motion to accept those minutes as
 21  presented?
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Move to
 23  accept.
 24         MAYOR EVANS:  Moved --
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Second.
�0005
 01  Second.
 02         MAYOR EVANS:  Mr. Fulcher seconds.
 03  It's been moved and seconded.  All in favor say
 04  "aye."
 05         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.
 06         MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
 08  response]
 09         MAYOR EVANS:  The ayes have it.  And
 10  those minutes also are approved.
 11    Next item on the agenda is my report on city
 12  matters.  A big one coming up is the 4th of July
 13  Celebration.  I know pretty much about it, but the
 14  real expert on that is the lady who has put it all
 15  together for us.  And that's Holly LeVold.  And I'm
 16  going to pass the ball to her, and ask her to tell
 17  you what's -- what's coming up.
 18         CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  Well,
 19  the 4th of July is going to be at Kelly Park, as
 20  usual.  It's going to start at 5:00.
 21    We've got a really fun item this year.  It's a
 22  trackless train that kids can be driven around the
 23  neighborhood on and back to Kelly Park.  It's
 24  going to be a lot of fun.
 25    We've added a couple slides and bouncy
�0006
 01  houses.  There'll be food trucks.  And we've been
 02  promised the biggest finale in our fireworks that
 03  we've ever had, which is a pretty big deal.  And it
 04  should be really big this year.
 05         MAYOR EVANS:  It was pretty big last
 06  year.
 07         CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  Yeah,
 08  it's bigger this year.
 09         MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  Well, I'll get ear
 10  plugs for my little dog.  Is that it, Holly?
 11         CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  That's
 12  it.
 13         MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  It was really
 14  good last year, and Holly put that together, too.
 15  So I expect it's going to be really great.
 16    The only thing about it is the weather.  And if
 17  the weather is good, I get the credit.  And if it's
 18  not, I get the blame.  So that's how that works.
 19  Fortunately, it is on a Saturday this year, so we do
 20  have a rain day if we need it.
 21    The other matter I wanted to just touch on is
 22  something I believe I mentioned at a recent
 23  meeting in May.  I believe I told everybody that I
 24  had just received a letter from the Louisville Water
 25  Company telling us that they were going to be
�0007
 01  putting a new water main, 16-inches diameter,
 02  down this side of U.S. 42 ending up at the
 03  entrance to The Landings at Timberlake Drive and
 04  running all the way down to almost the entrance to
 05  Hunting Creek, the Happy Hollow Road place.
 06    So my first reaction to that was not good.
 07  And I called the chief engineer, and he has since
 08  forgiven me.  And we had lunch together, and
 09  Sandra Leonard -- Councilwoman Leonard was
 10  there, and has been involved in this throughout.
 11  Councilman Schmidt walked with us once or twice.
 12  Andy Williams is the chief engineer.
 13    I think now we may have walked that route
 14  four times, mostly recently with Andrea Hamlon,
 15  our arborist, and looked at the trees that have to
 16  be removed, as well as trees that, pursuant
 17  Andrea's advice, we've decided ought to be
 18  removed.
 19    And those are principally -- what's -- ash
 20  trees.  I was trying to think of the type of tree
 21  that's having the problem with the tree bores.  It's
 22  ash trees.  And some of those are pretty declining
 23  in condition, and, actually, three of them are
 24  small -- or comparatively small, and they're right
 25  along the fence at the property at the corner of
�0008
 01  Fox Harbor and 42, which is owned by Brian Lavin.
 02    And so I communicated with Mr. Lavin's
 03  landscape guy.  Mr. Lavin is the head of NTS, and
 04  he has a landscape guy, Tony Higgins.  And so
 05  Tony and Andrea and, as it turns out, Brian met
 06  the following morning and looked at those trees,
 07  and Brian and Tony said, "Yeah, they should come
 08  out."
 09    So they didn't have to, but they will be.
 10  They're maybe as tall as this ceiling.  So they're
 11  not huge, but they're not babies, either; but they
 12  are ash trees, and are in decline.  And so they
 13  decided it would be okay to take them out.
 14    One of the benefits -- and I'm going to ask
 15  Sandra to comment on this in a second, if she will.
 16  One of the benefits of this is that things that ought
 17  to be done, which would cost the city a lot of
 18  money, they will do for us.
 19    They've been cooperative with us.  And, also,
 20  Sandra has negotiated with them about how much
 21  money they will pay us for the trees they take out.
 22    So with that, Sandra, could I ask you to share
 23  the spotlight here for a minute and tell everybody
 24  what we've done?
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I'm afraid
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 01  I could bore you to tears, but the bottom line is:
 02  All of the trees they're taking out, there are about
 03  four that I wish we weren't going to lose.
 04    The rest of them are either, like, in the area
 05  next to City Hall where there's a lot of refuse.
 06  There's a lot of -- of trees that are not
 07  particularly -- what do I want to say, trees that are
 08  trash trees, except that's not the right word.
 09  Trees that just grew, not that were planted.  And --
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Volunteers.
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- Thank
 12  you.  Thank you.
 13    They're kind enough that they're going to pay
 14  us for anything over 3 inches.  And so overall
 15  they're going to remove approximately 56 trees,
 16  but many of them are little things that we don't
 17  care about.
 18    They're also going to remove trees that are in
 19  decline, either at the end of their life span or that
 20  are seriously compromised.  There's a big tree off
 21  the end of where you go into Putney Pond that's
 22  got a big, huge hole all the way through it.  So
 23  those are coming down.
 24    There's another one right off the end of City
 25  Hall right here, which, if you take a look at it when
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 01  you drive out tonight, you'll see is really not good,
 02  and we have to pay to take that down in a year or
 03  two.
 04    So overall they've been very generous.  The
 05  money that they're going give us is approximately
 06  $25,000.  It's little bit more than that.  It is more
 07  than the cost that we've set on the trees they're
 08  taking out.  They're giving us a buffer.
 09    So overall, if we lost, for the sake of
 10  argument, 10 trees more in the next five years,
 11  they would have paid us enough money to
 12  accommodate that.  So overall I'm amazed at how
 13  cooperative they've been, because I don't think it
 14  started that way.
 15         MAYOR EVANS:  No, I confess, it didn't,
 16  and that was basically my reaction to what I
 17  thought was -- well, I felt a little bit ambushed or
 18  something.  I mean, they've known about this for a
 19  very long time, and then all of a sudden here's this
 20  letter, "We're going do this."
 21    And I think it would have been better if they
 22  had given us a heads up some time ago, but,
 23  apparently, they don't work that way.
 24    Anyway, that's where we are.  We certainly
 25  have focused on this hard and with the advice of
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 01  our arborist and with the help of Luke and
 02  Sandra -- and I still have some of the bites that I
 03  received from whatever it was that crawled up my
 04  pant legs while I was doing these walks, so I have
 05  those to treasure.
 06    So are there any questions about any of that
 07  before we move on?
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One --
 09  one more comment.  The $25,000 that's going to
 10  come into the city we've all agreed is going to
 11  come into the city general fund, because a number
 12  of the trees that are coming down, no matter what
 13  condition they're in, we would not replace.
 14    They're not safe.  They're too close to 42.
 15  They're in a visual area that we would not be
 16  allowed to put trees into.
 17    So the $25,000 will be used to make the city
 18  overall look better.  It won't be particularly
 19  targeted for anything in particular.
 20    So whenever a project comes forward, it will
 21  come forward to the city council, and it will be --
 22  well, part of what we'll talk about will be the fact
 23  that's what's going to come out of, that funded
 24  money.
 25         MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you very much,
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 01  Sandra, and thank you for everything that you did.
 02  And, Luke, thank you for everything that you did;
 03  that we'll try to work all these things out, which I
 04  believe we've done.
 05    I have been asked to give the Parks and
 06  Public Lands Committee update.  Linda Wardell is,
 07  I believe, out of town.  Stuart Miles I know is out
 08  of town.  If there's anybody else here from that
 09  committee, I'd be happy for you to come up, but I
 10  have some notes here that Linda has passed onto
 11  me, so I can play third base here or third string.
 12    She said, [reads] Here are a few things you
 13  can mention.  First, the boardwalk connecting
 14  Little Hunting Creek Park to the Wol -- Woodland
 15  Trails in Putney Pond and Woodlands has been
 16  completed.
 17    It says, [reads] As the entire length was built
 18  by Boy Scouts doing their Eagle projects, we are
 19  naming the boardwalk Eagle's Way.
 20    [reads] Second, the first section of the
 21  boardwalk across the wetlands of Putney Pond and
 22  Woodlands, also being built by Boy Scouts,
 23  currently is under construction.
 24    [reads] Third, we hope to reopen the Orange
 25  Trail in Hunting Creek Park later this summer; and
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 01  then, finally, the 2015 annual report, which the
 02  committee made to, Linda made it, made it to the
 03  Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund, is the
 04  report for the management of Putley Pond --
 05  Putney Pond and the Woodlands.
 06    So that has been submitted.  And it -- I read
 07  it, and it looked very good.  So that's the Parks
 08  Committee report as far as I can carry that ball.
 09    The next committee report is from the
 10  Forestation Board.  And we do have our chairman
 11  in the back with us, which is Mr. Tucci.
 12         MR. TUCCI:  I already distributed to
 13  council, and there's copies in the back on the
 14  table, a list of 17 trees that were planted by the
 15  city this spring.  And the locations are shown -- on
 16  the right are shown.  They were all selected by our
 17  arborist consultant, Andrea Hamlon.
 18    We completed our Emerald Ash Bore treatment
 19  for large trees.  Forty city trees were treated
 20  basically in the second half of May.  They
 21  averaged about 19 inches in size.
 22    The total cost is about $5700, and this was
 23  some $1200 cheaper than if we had taken the
 24  highest bid.  We took the lowest, what they're
 25  offering.  Reputable [phonetic] --
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 01    A -- another positive thing about that, we had
 02  advertised in the Prospect Newsletter that
 03  residents could get the same price for treating
 04  their ash trees as the city was paying, which was a
 05  very favorable price.  And about 35 residents
 06  pursued this program and had something, like, 70
 07  trees treated.  So we ended up with treating
 08  over 100 trees between the city and the citizens.
 09    Another thing that's going on right now, we
 10  have about four cases of people having hazardous
 11  trees.  We've written them all -- or met with them
 12  and asked them to please take those trees down.
 13    There's also some work being done on
 14  obstructed lights, where tree leaves or limbs are
 15  obstructing the street lights.  And we know there's
 16  two in Fox Harbor that's supposed to be done in
 17  the next day or two.  We had a whole list of those
 18  prepared last year, but if anybody observes more
 19  obstructive trees, call it into the city, and I think
 20  they'll be taken care of.
 21    Yes, sir?
 22         MR. SPEAKER:  I just want to know if you
 23  ever got anywhere with the -- Limbwalker about the
 24  prices, where they decided they weren't going to
 25  do what they said they were going to do.
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 01         MR. TUCCI:  Yeah, we had adver -- we
 02  had advertized that the residents could get the
 03  same price as the city paid, and we had one case
 04  where the -- Limbwalker said they wouldn't do it
 05  for that price because they had a minimum charge
 06  of $150.  So we told Limbwalker that that was
 07  unacceptable, so they would probably be
 08  disqualified next year.
 09         MR. SPEAKER:  Okay.
 10         MR. TUCCI:  Any other questions?
 11         MAYOR EVANS:  I guess not.  Thank you
 12  very much, Lee.
 13    I'm going to lump two of these committee
 14  reports together because Sandra Leonard is in
 15  charge of both of them, the Library Committee
 16  update and the History Book Committee update.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I know I
 18  said this last year, and it's true again:  The library
 19  has had it's best year to date.  We've made about
 20  $2500 on our used-book sales.
 21    The order is in, and we're getting books that
 22  we can't get from our normal lease contract.  This
 23  year that will be picture books for little bitty kids,
 24  chapter books for younger children, a couple of
 25  Kentucky authors that we can't get through a
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 01  larger distributor.
 02    And the rest of it is all going to be in audio
 03  books, which tends to make people that I talk to in
 04  the library really happy.  And I'm trying really hard
 05  to order books that both men and women can listen
 06  to, which is really hard.
 07    In terms of the History Book Committee, if all
 08  of you saw the article in the paper, Martha
 09  Snowden -- and I don't remember her current last
 10  name.  I think she's had four husbands.  Anyway,
 11  she and her brother used to run the Prospect
 12  General Store.  And --
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  It's
 14  Mahan.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Thank
 16  you.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Martha
 18  Mahan.
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Mahan.
 20  Anyway, she -- she is, obviously, a fascinating
 21  human being.  And one of our members talked to
 22  her this last week, and I can't wait -- we have a
 23  meeting tomorrow to find out what she said,
 24  because she really -- her parents actually started
 25  the general store, and so there's a whole
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 01  continuity of information there that we haven't
 02  been able to get from anybody else.
 03         MR. SPEAKER:  Did they [phonetic] --
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  No, I did
 05  the books.  That was --
 06         MAYOR EVANS:  That was good
 07  [phonetic].
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  --
 09  Martha; uh-huh.
 10         MAYOR EVANS:  All right.  And just a
 11  personal note:  I remember Martha Snowden when
 12  she was working in the Prospect store back in the
 13  late '70s, maybe after that for a little bit.  And if
 14  you don't remember it, that was quite an operation.
 15  You could call them up and tell them what you
 16  wanted, and they would put it in a bag and bring it
 17  to you.
 18     Now, the other thing I remember about
 19  Martha -- well, it's something I don't want to say
 20  because it wasn't complimentary to me.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, tell
 22  us.
 23         MAYOR EVANS:  No, no, no.
 24         MAYOR EVANS:  But I remember Martha
 25  with her hand down in a bin where there was
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 01  lettuce or cabbage or something like that, and she
 02  was wearing the biggest emerald on her hand that
 03  I'd ever seen.  I mean, it was a -- a rock.  And
 04  she's in there with this -- it was a genuine
 05  emerald.  She was in there just digging around in
 06  the lettuce.
 07    So it was an interesting little country general
 08  grocery store.  And, of course, it's gone.
 09    I also remember her brother, Joe, he owned
 10  the building where the city hall was from
 11  about 1977 or '8 until about 1981 or thereabouts,
 12  and was a two-story frame building.  And right
 13  about the time that the city leased it for a city
 14  hall, he painted it this remarkable color of blue
 15  and painted all the trim purple.
 16    And I don't know that anybody ever asked him
 17  about it, but we all thought that it was probable
 18  that Joe got a deal on some paint they couldn't
 19  sell to anybody else and painted City Hall that
 20  color.
 21    And the reason that our occupancy ended
 22  there -- because they say that -- that house was
 23  probably 100 years old, and a -- a funny thing
 24  happened.  The fire marshal came up and
 25  inspected it, and he had a clipboard with 20 or 30
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 01  items on it, you know, checkmarks.
 02    And he inspected the place for safety.  And he
 03  checked off every single hazard on the clipboard.
 04  And so instead of rewiring it and doing all the
 05  things we would have had to do, we -- we -- it was
 06  declared unsafe.  We couldn't stay there.
 07    So that was the end of our occupancy of Joe
 08  Snowden's building.  I saw him once after that.  He
 09  still hadn't forgiven me, so. . .
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We have
 11  a picture of that for the book, but it's not in color.
 12  So if anybody ever find's one in color --
 13         MAYOR EVANS:  I gave you a picture in
 14  color.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's not
 16  purple.  It's --
 17         MAYOR EVANS:  No.  All right.
 18  [WHEREUPON, off-the-record remarks are
 19  made.]
 20         MAYOR EVANS:  Moving along, the
 21  Landscape and Beautification Committee, I'll make
 22  that report.
 23    We haven't met for a couple of months.  We've
 24  got all of the planting done of the flowers and
 25  trees and things for the season April/May.  Of
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 01  course, April had rained so much, we couldn't do a
 02  lot.  And when the rain stopped, we got busy.
 03    And I say "we."  It was Pro Turf and Andrea.
 04  And they got out there, and they did all the
 05  plantings that you see in all the entrances.
 06    And where we are right now is just trying keep
 07  things alive with water.  A lot of our irrigation
 08  systems are either kaput or not working well, and
 09  that's something that, in our budget, we're going
 10  have to address.
 11    In the meantime, we have a truck with a big
 12  water tank and a pump.  And when I entered
 13  Hunting Creek this evening around 5:00, one of our
 14  employees, Mike Lesch, was there with the truck at
 15  the entrance to Hunting Creek watering things.
 16  They need to get up to Bridgepointe as frequently
 17  as possible and water those stuff those people
 18  stuff up there.
 19    We're aware of all of this, and that's why we
 20  have hired on a part time basis a young man, just
 21  started today.  And all he's going to do is water
 22  things.  It's been dry.  And if you don't water stuff,
 23  it'll die.  So that's what we're up to mainly.
 24    At the next meeting we have, we will talk
 25  about, as we move into fiscal year 2015/'16, what
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 01  our next couple of projects around 42 will be.  And
 02  I'll be looking forward to Mr. Simpson's input on
 03  that, because I know he has some ideas,
 04  references.
 05    You know, we are focused on -- as we -- as
 06  the budget allows, on moving along 42 similarly as
 07  we did between Happy Hollow Road and the
 08  entrance to Hunting Creek, which looks so much
 09  better, and as we did across from Smithfield
 10  Green, had all that cleared out, having that grass
 11  mowed, that looks so much better.  And we're
 12  going to keep doing those things, so that the front
 13  door of Prospect does justice for the rest of it.
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One of
 15  the things -- could I have one more second?
 16         MAYOR EVANS:  Sure.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One of
 18  the things we didn't tell you about the water
 19  company, when you just mentioned Andrea, they
 20  will hire Andrea Hanlon to make sure they do what
 21  they told us they were going do.
 22    For example, they're going to put in -- which
 23  we have no faith in the world.  They're going to put
 24  in a construction fence, you know, the temporary
 25  ones, so that they won't go in and intrude on any
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 01  of the trees that are behind the area.  So
 02  somebody, in playing with their equipment, is not
 03  going to crash off in and take more stuff down.
 04    Well, we're not going to pay Andrea to do
 05  that, so they are going pay her as a subcontractor
 06  to keep an eye on all these individual components
 07  that they've agreed to.  And in addition to that,
 08  we're going to get field notes, both from them and
 09  from Andrea, so that we can review them to make
 10  sure that they have done what they said they were
 11  going do.
 12         MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  One other thing
 13  occurs to me when we talk about our front door.
 14  As many of you know, maybe some of you don't,
 15  the entrance brickwork when you come off of
 16  Covered Bridge Road into what I call the back
 17  entrance to the Estates of Hunting Creek was
 18  basically destroyed by a car that tried to make the
 19  turn too fast and didn't make it and crashed into
 20  the brick instead.  And so it's been sort of a pile
 21  of rubble there ever since, and it's been awhile.
 22    And what's held us up has been getting the
 23  insurance company to move on it, make its
 24  adjustment and all that.  And I got an email saying
 25  he was down there at 2:30 this afternoon, and
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 01  Holly just told me that they will give us their
 02  report a week from today.
 03    So that's how fast those things move, but it --
 04  as soon as we have that, we will have a brick
 05  mason at work putting that back up the way it was.
 06    That's all the reports and -- except for the
 07  Environmental Services Committee, and that would
 08  be Councilman Fulcher.
 09         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Thank
 10  you.  The Environmental Services is a study
 11  committee which -- with the charge of taking a look
 12  at all of the sanitary-type services that the -- that
 13  the city offers to the citizens.
 14    It's -- when we were given the -- when we
 15  were given the assignment of reviewing this, it
 16  was -- one of the reasons was because the Rum --
 17  Rumpke contract was coming due in very short
 18  order, which at the end of this month is when the,
 19  current contract expires.
 20    We found out that, in -- in discussing it with
 21  the mayor and various others, there's no room --
 22  there's no flexibility within the current contract to
 23  even extend it while we looked at various options
 24  available to us, or even some of the questions that
 25  we wanted to ask relative to how other people do
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 01  things, what the current technology is, what
 02  efficiencies we could -- we could offer, that type
 03  of thing.  So there was no -- no room for -- for any
 04  of that level of flexibility.
 05    So the first order of business for us was then
 06  to undertake to construct a contract, with Holly
 07  and the mayor's -- mayor's guidance, that offered
 08  a level of flexibility for that -- those particular
 09  services, which gives the community opportunity to
 10  change things, to try things, pilot projects.
 11  Different neighborhoods have different needs.  All
 12  of that flexibility is built into it.
 13    And Rumpke was the only -- the only
 14  contractor who responded to our request for a
 15  quote.  They did a very complete job in putting
 16  together their proposal.  And the -- so we have
 17  no -- so we're recommending to the mayor that he
 18  proceed with the contract as he has it in -- in hand
 19  at this point.
 20    The -- just a -- just a point of general
 21  information.  This -- this is about 3/4 of a million
 22  bucks -- a little shy of 3/4 of a million bucks for
 23  these services, and the -- it's the largest single
 24  budget line item we have.
 25    And when I say that, I mean, you know, you
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 01  take a look at what -- the police budget as being
 02  the big one, or whatever, but they've done an
 03  excellent job of breaking down every particular
 04  piece that they need as a line item.
 05    This -- this -- we started out with a line item
 06  of roughly $700,000 with no breakdown, no -- no
 07  yard waste breakdown and no trash breakdown, no
 08  recycle breakdown, no container prices, none --
 09  none of the things that make up about 25% of our
 10  budget.
 11    So -- so that was one of the drivers in trying
 12  to build flexibility into the contract so that we
 13  could also identify where -- what the cost space is
 14  for all of these items happen to be.  So as we go
 15  forward, next year's budget, we can -- we can look
 16  at it with a little more intelligent perspective.
 17    Now, the -- as I said, we've rec -- we
 18  recommended this as it stands, because they've --
 19  they've got it.  We've got two -- we've got two
 20  weeks to do it.  However, with that
 21  recommendation, we recognize that to continue
 22  with the status quo will be slightly over budget,
 23  over the -- the budgeted number for  15/'16
 24  budget; but we've built in the sufficient flexibility
 25  into the contract that over the -- over the next
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 01  year, that maintaining costs below budget should
 02  not be a problem.
 03    So the work of the committee isn't finished,
 04  because we had raised a lot of questions we need
 05  to have answered yet such that we can give the
 06  mayor and -- and Holly some of the -- some
 07  guidance in where the industry's going; where --
 08  what costs are; how we can break them down in --
 09  in a more detailed fashion.
 10    We're not at that point right now.  So any
 11  speculation on what's going to be done or how it's
 12  going to be done is -- is premature, other than we
 13  must place a contract by the end of this month.
 14    So, now, one other item, you know, 3/4 of a
 15  million dollars is a lot of money.  It's a lot of
 16  money for this city.  It's a lot of money for just
 17  about -- just about anybody, but Luke -- Luke has
 18  had -- had some experience in this industry.  And
 19  there are several other cities, apparently, that
 20  have been faced with this type of situation.
 21    And when there's a -- when there's a savings
 22  associated with any -- anything, whether you say,
 23  okay, we saved money on trees this year.  We
 24  saved money on garbage pickup.  We saved
 25  money -- what do you with it?  What do you do with
�0027
 01  that money?
 02    And -- and -- and Luke has some views on how
 03  other people have handled that.  So if you don't
 04  mind, I'll pass it to Luke.
 05         MAYOR EVANS:  Sure, that would be
 06  fine.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Thank
 08  you.
 09         MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you, Frank.
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I want to
 11  just echo what Frank said.  This really is a work in
 12  progress.  The committee has spent a lot of time to
 13  get to the point where we are right now, but we
 14  still have a lot of work to do, but we have learned
 15  a lot.  There's no question about that.
 16    And as he indicated, I have spent quite a few
 17  years in this industry, 17, to be exact.  So I am
 18  kind of familiar with what a lot of cities have done,
 19  both large and small, across the country.
 20    When we started looking at this -- and, again,
 21  recognizing what Frank said, that if we don't make
 22  any changes to the current system, we're going to
 23  be over budget, and we -- we will have to address
 24  that sometime during the course of the year.
 25    We've taken a look at three different ways
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 01  that you can reduce costs and -- and, perhaps,
 02  make the system more efficient along the way.
 03  What I'd like to do is just take a couple of minutes
 04  and just highlight what some of these things might
 05  be, and, again, stressing that we're -- we're not
 06  here tonight directing that one, two, or three
 07  changes or any change.  We just want to kind of
 08  let you know what we've been thinking.
 09    One of the changes that we would look at
 10  would be to reduce the frequency of collection to
 11  once a week for garbage collection, which is the
 12  same amount for recycling yard waste, which is
 13  currently once a week.
 14    Another change that we could look at is the
 15  introduction of new, more modern 65-gallon rollout
 16  recycling bins.  You may have seen these in other
 17  cities.  They're not quite as large as the
 18  traditional rollout garbage can, but they're a lot
 19  bigger than the 18-gallon bins that we have now.
 20    The City of Lexington, I believe, was the first
 21  city in the United States to do this, and it's
 22  definitely about 20-some-odd years ago.  And it
 23  was a huge success.
 24    What happens is that you have more people
 25  participate in the recycling program, and,
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 01  consequently, more people will put more materials
 02  in the bin than they currently do with the 18-gallon
 03  bin.  And then, ultimately, you divert more solid
 04  waste from the landfill, which is really the goal of
 05  recycling.  So it's a green win-win situation.
 06    Another thing that we looked at and thought
 07  about a little bit that you may have heard about,
 08  and that is changing from rear-door collection to
 09  rolling the garbage cans out to the curb.  You
 10  know, that's an option.  That's something that
 11  could be done.
 12    So, you know, just very quickly, again, taking
 13  into account the top line, what we were given and
 14  how much can you save by implementing some of
 15  these changes, a -- again, remember that our
 16  current system going forward is going to
 17  cost 711,000 going into the next year.
 18    Just by reducing the collection frequency
 19  alone to once a week, leaving everything else
 20  the -- the way it is, we can save $107,000
 21  annually.  By reducing the collection frequency,
 22  retaining rear-door collection, but introducing the
 23  new 65-gallon recycling bin, we can also save
 24  about $107,000 each year.
 25    By re -- by retaining the two -- twice a week
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 01  collection frequency but eliminating rear-door
 02  collection, we can save $249,000 each year.  And
 03  over the life of a four-year contract, that's about
 04  $1 million.
 05    And then, lastly, if we were to make -- you
 06  know, reduce the collection frequency, eliminate
 07  the rear-door collection, and introduce
 08  the 65-gallon recycling container, then you're
 09  talking about $338,000 a year in savings.  And,
 10  again, that's 1.3 million over the life of a four-year
 11  contract.  So that's a pretty -- a pretty healthy
 12  savings.
 13    So where we are, as Frank indicated, the
 14  committee is going to do some more research and
 15  have more dialogue on this.  You'll be hearing a
 16  lot more about it, and we'll see what happens, but
 17  it's interesting to see what opportunities are out
 18  there, and there will be additional discussion.
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Excuse
 20  me.  Can I have the floor again, please?
 21         MAYOR EVANS:  [nods head]
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  One item
 23  that you omitted, and there were several items that
 24  you had discussed with me about what the cities
 25  had done with the savings, some -- and some
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 01  people --
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Sure.
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  -- some
 04  people had to do it because they were way over
 05  budget.  They had to take some drastic measures.
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  There
 07  are -- there are -- there are a lot of things that
 08  you can do.  Obviously, you can take a look at
 09  using these funds towards some capital projects
 10  that right now our budget just does not allow for.
 11  One thing that's been discussed in a maintenance
 12  facility or maintenance building that we need, a
 13  large building, but the budget just doesn't allow
 14  for that kind of construction at this point in time.
 15    Another thing is you can kind of bank some of
 16  these savings, if you will, and use them for
 17  matching grants; because down the road, I know a
 18  lot of folks have expressed an interest in
 19  connectivity between neighborhoods, you know,
 20  putting in some bike paths in between various
 21  subdivisions, and lighting and landscaping, things
 22  of that nature.
 23    The city is in a position where it can go out
 24  and -- and apply for grants for these types of
 25  projects.  Usually it requires a matching grant
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 01  from the city.  If we made the biggest change here,
 02  you could fund $5 million grants on a 20%
 03  matching grant.  So, in other words, you can turn a
 04  million into five million to be used on local
 05  projects for bike paths, lighting, landscaping,
 06  things of that nature.
 07    So, you know, that's the kind of thing we want
 08  to get our arms around, because a lot of people
 09  would be -- I think would like to see what -- you
 10  know, what's next for Prospect in the
 11  next 5, 10, 15 years?  And this is kind of part of
 12  that discussion is that, you know, it might get --
 13  might help us do some things that we can't
 14  otherwise do.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Thank
 16  you.  One -- one other point.  I -- I welcome any
 17  interested parties into the committee.  I mean,
 18  we -- we have a good committee.  There's been
 19  lots of dialogue.  People with an interest, I
 20  certainly invite you to -- to contact me, and we'll
 21  let everyone know when the next committee
 22  meeting is.
 23    We -- of course, they're public meetings of,
 24  you know, the ope -- open meeting law, and we'll
 25  try our best to get as much community input as we
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 01  can as we go forward.  Thank you.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Could -- if
 03  we could back up a minute? Could you clarify:  At
 04  the end of this month, we will be signing a
 05  contract with Rumpke that is fundamentally what
 06  we have had in the past.
 07         MAYOR EVANS:  It would be precisely
 08  what --
 09         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  The diff --
 10  the --
 11         MAYOR EVANS:  -- it's been precisely.
 12         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- the
 13  different -- yeah, the difference only is that within
 14  that contract there's the possibility of flexibility;
 15  is that correct?
 16         MAYOR EVANS:  Down the road.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Is that down
 18  the road in three years or down the year -- down
 19  the road next October?
 20         MAYOR EVANS:  Either way.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's our
 22  choice.  Rumpke's not going to change it.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  But we could
 24  change it without --
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  If we
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 01  chose to.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah.  And
 03  these are just sort of random thoughts.
 04  The 65-gallon containers, who buys them?  Does
 05  Rumpke provide them?  Do the -- we buy them?
 06         MEMBER LEONARD:  It depends on the
 07  service with it.  And one of the areas that we need
 08  to continue looking into is if different people talk,
 09  their perception of what Rumpke has said isn't
 10  exactly what they're saying.
 11    And so one of the things we need to look at --
 12  our hope is that we will come up with something
 13  where they' buy it and where it's economically
 14  practical for them to buy it.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Okay.  Just,
 16  again, sort of random thoughts.  I'm conscious
 17  about inviting everybody onto a committee.  We've
 18  had difficulty in the past in that when we sort of
 19  say "anybody who wants to be on the committee
 20  can," we often end up with something that is closer
 21  to a cabal of people who have a point of view
 22  rather than having actually some kind of
 23  representative sort of thing.
 24    So I'm not sure how you -- I would be very
 25  interested, for instance, in having representatives
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 01  from every neighborhood on a committee.  Anyhow,
 02  I just think it -- it -- you can find yourself in a bad
 03  position inadvertently, because only one faction is
 04  a --
 05         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's not --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- you know,
 07  people who are really passionate about something,
 08  and they show up; and then there are other people
 09  who six months down the road say, "huh?"
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, on
 11  the other hand, though --
 12         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And --
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- they
 14  are open meetings.  And, truthfully, anybody who
 15  wants to come can --
 16         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah, I -- I
 17  understand.
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- can
 19  come.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  It's just a
 21  matter of --
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:
 23  Semantics.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You know,
 25  you can have the perception of fairness, and it
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 01  works out not that way at all.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  The other
 04  thing, again, thinking of some of these offers, one
 05  that makes me very uncomfortable is the idea of
 06  giving up the backyard col -- back-door collection.
 07  It -- I have a nice flat lot, a nice flat driveway.
 08  Lee and I always put our garbage out at the curb,
 09  always, just to be nice for Rumpke.  They're nice
 10  guys.  We help them out.
 11    But I look across the road at two very steep
 12  driveways where retired people live.
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Even on a
 15  nice day, that's a -- that's an effort.  I would hate
 16  to see them sliding down there in February.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  So I'm -- if --
 19  if you happen to be -- to live in one of the flatter
 20  parts of Prospect, and you don't go walking in
 21  some of -- some of the other parts, you forget what
 22  a challenge it can be.  But I don't know how we
 23  can discriminate and sort of say, "Well,
 24  you-guys". . .
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  You --
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 01  you actually hit the nail on -- I've got -- that's
 02  another one of our prime focuses.  Rumpke's
 03  indicated that they would continue back-door
 04  pickup without additional charges for
 05  roughly 2- to 3% of our populous.  Right now we
 06  have no idea what that means, what it would do.
 07    We know that there are houses that can never
 08  give up back-door pickup.  We know that there are
 09  people that can never give up back-door pickup.
 10  So that is absolutely one of the next big areas for
 11  us to take a look at.
 12         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  ONE:
 13  Now, they have -- Rumpke has the technology and
 14  they've got the -- they have the processes in place
 15  that they can go house by house with different
 16  types of pick up, if that was necessary. Now,
 17  there's a cost associated with that, but the
 18  technology exists and the processes exist.
 19    So -- and we've -- we've spent a lot of time
 20  discussing the various situations where you've got
 21  a short driveway and you're 20 years old and --
 22  and you -- you're just think -- you know, or the -- a
 23  steep driveway and you're incapable of dealing
 24  with it.  And then you throw in the variable that,
 25  okay, we have a -- an aging population, all of
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 01  whom have second homes in Florida and aren't
 02  here half of the year.  So, I mean, the -- the mix --
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  -- the mix
 05  is quite eclectic, and we're dealing with that,
 06  trying to come up with a formula that -- that
 07  satisfies the needs of most of the -- most of the
 08  people.
 09    So it's been addressed.  It's been -- it's
 10  currently being discussed.
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah, it's --
 12  it's tricky.  I would -- I would venture to say that
 13  it's more than 3% of the residents.
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  It may be.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It may
 16  be.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Yes,
 18  and -- and --
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  We -- we
 20  would --
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  But the
 22  fact --
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- it'd have
 24  to be -- we must have 1,000 residents who are
 25  over 65.
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 01         MAYOR EVANS:  We have 990 residents
 02  who are --
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Well, I was
 04  pretty close.
 05         MAYOR EVANS:  -- who are over 70.  My
 06  wife went into her computer and did all the data
 07  collection, and came up with that figure, a figure
 08  which I presented to this committee at their
 09  meeting last -- last -- late last week.
 10    Anything further?
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  If Sandy
 12  has no more questions. . .
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  No.  The --
 14  you know, as I said, I was just sort of presenting
 15  them at random, and I -- they may be similar to
 16  questions that people who are hearing this for the
 17  first time are having, too.  So I was. . .
 18         MAYOR EVANS:  They're good questions.
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.
 20         MAYOR EVANS:  I have two or three
 21  things on this subject that I would like to say as
 22  the mayor.  The first thing I would like to notice is
 23  that, according to our accountants, we currently
 24  have $2-1/2 million in the bank in cash
 25  unrestricted, 2-1/2 million.
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 01    In addition, we have four hundred and,
 02  rounding up, twelve dollars -- $412,000 in our
 03  municipal road fund.  A significant part of that we
 04  will spend this year on paving, over 300,000.  I
 05  don't know the exact number, but in unrestricted
 06  funds we currently have $2-1/2 million in the bank.
 07    More of -- last year we came in under budget
 08  by, if my memory serves correctly, $206,000.
 09  According to the May 31st, 2015 financial
 10  statement, which I have in front of me, it looks to
 11  me as if we are going to come in under budget this
 12  year somewhere between 3- and $400,000.
 13    So we are not having a financial problem.
 14  That's my point.
 15    I already made the point about the number of
 16  elderly residents we have.  I may be the only
 17  person in the room who recently has walked the
 18  entire City of Prospect from one end to the other,
 19  and that was last August, July -- or August,
 20  September, and October.  And so I kind of know
 21  what I'm -- what I'm talking about. And I've even
 22  gone and taken a few photographs.
 23    Unfortunately, David, I didn't have time to get
 24  up to Bridgepointe, but those driveways would
 25  have been eloquent.  I know that when I climbed
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 01  up to Katherine Rafferty's front porch, I had a
 02  nose bleed it was so high off the ground.
 03    I appreciate everything the committee has
 04  done in exploring all of these options.  I really do.
 05  And they've done an incredible amount of work.
 06    My personal view, and I'm not alone, is that
 07  this city will not go quietly into the night as far as
 08  abandoning back-door pickup.  This is a five-star
 09  city.  It's not a two- or three-star city. And a lot of
 10  our people want back-door pickup.
 11    Now, I can't go further than that and tell you
 12  that I think I know what everybody wants in terms
 13  of twice a week versus once a week or any of that
 14  kind of stuff.  I just don't.
 15    But when it comes to curbside, if you think
 16  about what our city looks like, and then you think
 17  about it once or twice a week with trash cans
 18  lining all of our streets, pick a neighborhood, it
 19  doesn't matter, I just don't think that most of the
 20  people of Prospect want that.
 21    And if we would choose to do that, I can tell
 22  you who they're going to be mad at.  And it isn't
 23  Mr. Schmidt and it isn't Mr. Fulcher.  It's me;
 24  okay?
 25    But that aside, you know, I am just -- and I
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 01  said this at the meeting we had -- the committee
 02  meeting, which I attended last week.  I said,
 03  "You-all need to know where I am with this."
 04    The way it works in a mayor/council
 05  government is that the council tells the mayor how
 06  much he can spend.  This is it.  And it's line by
 07  line and in general categories.  And when it comes
 08  to trash collection, there's a line for that.  And it
 09  says $750,000, or whatever the number is, that the
 10  council says you can spend for that.  So,
 11  ultimately, the council does have control over what
 12  we do with this critical, perhaps, the most
 13  important city function.
 14    I've always believed that the first thing you're
 15  going hear about is missed trash collection.  I've
 16  experienced it.  The council can control that
 17  through the power of the budget by a vote of for it
 18  or whatever, but until they do that, this mayor is
 19  not going sign onto curbside collection.  I'm just
 20  telling you.
 21    Anything else?
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I'd like to
 23  make one comment.  The mayor and I probably
 24  disagree more than we agree on this issue, and I
 25  respect his opinion, but the one thing that I would
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 01  encourage everybody to do, as the committee
 02  moves forward on this issue and as we learn more
 03  about it and as we dig into it and we address
 04  things such as what Sandy mentioned, and which
 05  are very legitimate, very real issues, and very real
 06  concerns, I -- I think it's incumbent to try to keep
 07  a bit of an open mind; because it -- I spent 17
 08  years in this industry hitting up trade associations
 09  and the plastics industry, and we dealt day and
 10  night every day with these issues with
 11  municipalities all across the country.
 12    And there's no one size that fits all.  There's
 13  no question about that.  But on the other hand,
 14  some of these changes that we've outlined as
 15  possibilities, dozens, if not hundreds of cities
 16  across the country, big and small, have already
 17  done this.  They've already made some of these
 18  changes.  They've done it -- they've done it
 19  successfully.
 20    So while I maybe don't agree on every point
 21  here with the mayor, let us do some research on
 22  this, and let us do our due diligence.  And when we
 23  have a committee meeting, which Frank will post,
 24  those that are interested, we encourage you to
 25  come out, share your views.
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 01    If you love the current system, we want to
 02  hear it.  If you like, maybe, looking at something
 03  else, we want to hear that.  But I would really,
 04  really encourage the community to keep an open
 05  mind, because at the time -- because, again, we're
 06  not here tonight as a committee to make a
 07  decision, make a recommendation, or do anything
 08  we can or couldn't do; but it -- the opportunity
 09  here for the city is pretty significant if we
 10  carefully go about this and -- and try to construct
 11  something that really could make a difference in
 12  the community down the road.
 13    The last point I'll make:  When my family and I
 14  lived in Charlotte for 17 years, we lived in a -- a
 15  golf-course community, beautiful neighborhood.  It
 16  was as nice as any that are here in Prospect.
 17    And we had garbage that was rolled out to the
 18  curb.  And some of the homes were 3-, 4-, and $5
 19  million homes, and some were a little less, but the
 20  point was that it wasn't the end of the world.
 21    And so, again, ask everybody to kind of keep
 22  an open mind.  Let us do our research, and we'll
 23  see where it goes.  Thank you.
 24         MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you, Luke.
 25  As Mr. Fulcher said, the committee is engaged in
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 01  studying this matter.  The committee has not made
 02  a recommendation to me.  And until the committee
 03  does, I think I've said everything on it I have to
 04  say.  And there we are.
 05         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Excuse
 06  me, John.  The committee has made a
 07  recommendation, which is to proceed with the
 08  contract as written right now.
 09         MAYOR EVANS:  When did it do that?
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  A -- a
 11  little earlier.
 12         MAYOR EVANS:  This afternoon?  Just
 13  now?
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Yeah.
 15         MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.
 16         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  And that
 17  being that we maintain the -- that it would be
 18  established with the status quo as we're going
 19  forward here in giving us -- giving the committee
 20  time to look at some of the items that we're able to
 21  insist in bringing under budget or doing -- whether
 22  we need to change the budget.
 23    So, yes, we've -- we think that we have a good
 24  contract and recommend to -- to proceed with it.
 25         MAYOR EVANS:  All right.  Moving right
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 01  along, the next -- next item -- there will be an
 02  opportunity, in just a minute, for anybody to come
 03  up to the lectern and talk to the council on
 04  anything they want, but we have one more thing on
 05  the agenda, and that is the police report from our
 06  chief, Chief Sherrard.
 07         CHIEF SHERRARD:  Okay.  House checks
 08  were up a little bit compared to the same period
 09  last year, about 200 more than normal.  I believe
 10  that's attributed to the -- the new computer system
 11  up and running.  It seems to be functioning pretty
 12  well.  There was a couple of glitches that were
 13  corrected actually today, that it seems to be
 14  working a little better.
 15    Traffic citations are down when you compare
 16  them to last year, but that's because we had a --
 17  two grants that were working at the same period
 18  last year, two federal grants that were essentially
 19  ticket-writing grants for speeding and a Click-It or
 20  Ticket program.
 21    So that's why they were so much higher the
 22  same period last year.  This period, 15 citations
 23  for a month is a little bit lower than normal for us,
 24  but it's not drastically lower.
 25    Same number of accidents same period last
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 01  year, 13.  That's about the norm for us.
 02    Calls for service are down.  Initiated runs are
 03  down a little bit.
 04    Our reports for the month, we had a number of
 05  felony reports, but they're related to the theft of
 06  mail.  There were two ladies that were going
 07  around.  They hit numerous parts throughout the
 08  entire metro area.
 09    They were essentially caught out in Audubon
 10  Park, I believe, and they executed a search
 11  warrant in Audubon Park.  When they went into
 12  their home, they found several items of mail that
 13  had Prospect addresses on it.
 14    Audubon Park Police contacted us, and -- and
 15  then in turn we contacted the residents at these
 16  locations.  They hit locations on Smithfield Green,
 17  Rose Island Road, and also on Covered Cove.
 18    What these two ladies did is they would go
 19  around, and they would follow behind a mail truck
 20  and see if a package was delivered there.  One of
 21  them would watch.  The other one would continue
 22  to follow around behind the truck to see if they
 23  delivered a package to another house; also just
 24  watch the mail; and, essentially, just go up and
 25  snatch it.
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 01    There weren't a tremendous amount.  We only
 02  had six reports that were on us, if I'm not
 03  mistaken.  But, anyway, To -- Officer Tony Leitsch
 04  did the follow-up on that, and subsequently placed
 05  the charges on them for all of the cases that we
 06  had related.  So those were all cleared with the
 07  rest on those cases.
 08    We did have one business break-in at
 09  Prospect Point.  No suspects at this time.
 10    Let's see.  We had, let's see, oh, seven -- six
 11  arrests for the month.  A couple of them were on
 12  bench warrants.  We had two arrests that were
 13  related to the incidents that -- over in Sutherland,
 14  where they had the one night where there were a
 15  series of thefts from a car.  I believe that Colonel
 16  Shaw reported that last month.
 17    There was a stolen car involved in it, and then
 18  about five or six cars that were broken into all on
 19  the same night.  There were arrests of two people
 20  on that case that -- it's still pending in court.
 21    I believe they're going to go rocket-docket on
 22  that; are they not?  Rocket-docket just means it's
 23  an accelerated program, but they'll try to
 24  adjudicate it a lot quicker.
 25    A few other misdemeanor cases, nothing of
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 01  significance.
 02    Just an update on some of the equipment.
 03  With the budget adjustment that we had last
 04  month, we've already been able to purchase the
 05  computers, the radios.  They're all in, with the
 06  addition -- the equipment that comes with the
 07  computers, the scanners, the printers, the
 08  connectivity licensing, the tech support contract,
 09  we've obtained all of that.
 10    Now it's matter of getting it all installed.
 11  Colonel Shaw's already making arrangements with
 12  the people that do that, where they'll install the
 13  radios, the computers on the mounts.  And we
 14  should be good to go with those within, what, three
 15  weeks?  Probably about three weeks.  It takes a
 16  while to get the logistics all worked out.
 17    But other than that, I think we're -- that's it.
 18         MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you very much,
 19  Chief.
 20    Any new business?
 21         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
 22  response]
 23         MAYOR EVANS:  Any old business?
 24         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
 25  response]
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 01         MAYOR EVANS:  Now it's time to hear
 02  comments from citizens.  There's one gentleman
 03  who signed in.  His name is Barry Weinshenker.
 04  And if he's here, I would welcome him to come up
 05  to the podium.  And tell the court reporter who you
 06  are and where you live and then. . .
 07         MR. WEINSHENKER:  No problem.  I want
 08  to thank you.  I'm Barry Weinshenker.  I live
 09  at 12009 Charlock Court.  Obviously, I'm a
 10  resident of Prospect and of Jefferson County,
 11  though I could be a resident of Oldham County had
 12  I wished.  The property line runs directly through
 13  my house; okay.
 14    Anyway, my son is a competitive Ironman; has
 15  been for several years, so I'm not against biking,
 16  running, swimming the whole bit.  So keep that in
 17  mind.
 18    However, I do have a problem with linking the
 19  Loop; okay?
 20         THE REPORTER:  Have a problem with
 21  what?  I'm sorry.
 22         MR. WEINSHENKER:  Linking the Loop.
 23         THE REPORTER:  Oh, okay.
 24         MR. WEINSHENKER:  Okay.  Jefferson
 25  County is going to pay, according to Mayor
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 01  Fischer, $4.6 million to complete the Loop.  In
 02  addition, maintenance and taking care of the
 03  security, et cetera, would be paid for by Jefferson
 04  County residents.
 05    Northeast [phonetic] statement right now goes
 06  down Springdale Road, Wolf Pen Branch, and
 07  U.S. 42.  And there was a meeting on the 26th,
 08  which was supposed to be a discussion of the
 09  route.  It was not.
 10    It was a discussion of how the route would go
 11  through Prospect after it came down U.S. 42 to
 12  Timber Ridge Road.  I am totally against it coming
 13  down 42 to Timber Ridge Road.
 14    At the meeting, I can't tell you who was there.
 15  I can tell you there was several cars in the parking
 16  lot that had Oldham County license plates.  The --
 17  this is being paid for by Jefferson County; okay?
 18    There were comments such as, "I moved out
 19  for semi -- for a semi rural area and better
 20  schools.  Why can't the path go where we live in
 21  Oldham County?  At least extend it to River Road"
 22  okay?  That foregoing decision I am against.
 23    The only discussion at the meeting was, "Oh,
 24  how can we take and make it easier essentially for
 25  the people for Oldham County to commute
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 01  downtown by bisecting Prospect and running a
 02  high -- running a path right down U.S. 42, at least
 03  to Timber Ridge and possibly all the way to River
 04  Road?"
 05    Understand, I'm not against bicycling.  I'm not
 06  against running.  I'm certainly not against
 07  swimming.
 08    Okay.  My suggestion is -- and they had no
 09  interest in talking about.  They already made up
 10  their minds -- go down U.S. 42 -- do not go down
 11  U.S. 42.  Go directly down Wolf Pen Branch Road.
 12  They've already ruined Springdale -- or, not
 13  Springdale.  They've already ruined -- I forgot the
 14  name of the city, that little -- oh, Shadow Wood.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Shadow
 16  Wood.
 17          MR. WEINSHENKER:  They've already
 18  ruined Shadow Wood.  Once you get past the
 19  Drummond Estate, which was supposedly owned by
 20  the -- by the state.  The state bought for $8
 21  million.  There's a rumor they sold is again for 4
 22  million.  Don't ask.  I don't understand the
 23  finances.
 24    But supposedly, once you get the past the
 25  Drummond Estate, if you take a look, you'll find
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 01  out there's nothing but mud between there and
 02  then the river, okay, because that's what they've
 03  done in order that they can build the highway, so it
 04  would be no problem with them going that way;
 05  okay?
 06    If they want to, they could tie it in -- build a
 07  parking lot and tie it into the bridge, where the
 08  bridge is going to have a bicycle/walk path across.
 09    By the way, understand, there is going to be
 10  no facilities along this, quote, "bike/walk path."  I
 11  don't know about anybody that -- that has kids
 12  that's going to go down a path that has no
 13  bathrooms, no water fountains, no nothing; okay?
 14  So it's going to be, essentially, a bike path.  Let's
 15  be clear; okay?
 16    What I see happening, the parking lots and
 17  places like Kroger and in other parts of Prospect
 18  will be completely filled with commuter cars as
 19  people come in from wherever so that they can
 20  take and use the bike path to go downtown; okay?
 21    With no public facilities, there's two choices.
 22  I assume the police will make sure that they don't
 23  use the second choice, and I don't know if Kroger
 24  will let them use their restrooms as the first
 25  choice; okay?
�0054
 01    Construction, when they do this, is further
 02  going to exacerbate the traffic and the situation
 03  we have with getting out of Prospect currently on
 04  U.S. 42.  It's certainly not going to get better;
 05  okay?
 06    If you want to get the people in Prospect to
 07  the bridge and so forth, my suggestion would be:
 08  Along River Road, build a 5-foot walk path, okay,
 09  just right on River Road from Timber Ridge down
 10  to where the bridge is.  It isn't that far.
 11    My suggestion is:  If they want -- if you want
 12  to take and -- take [phonetic] and help your
 13  neighbors, I have no problem with it, but I would
 14  suggest they build a bike path down Rose Island
 15  Road or down Covered Bridge, which has a
 16  tremendous number of bicycles.
 17    If we go ahead with this plan, which,
 18  evidently, I assume has the council's approval
 19  since the council -- a council member ran the
 20  meeting on the 26th, I would hope that the council
 21  members will be rewarded appropriately at the
 22  polls if and when this is started.  Thank you.
 23         MAYOR EVANS:  Well, thank you for your
 24  comments.  To my knowledge, this city council has
 25  absolutely no control over what Metro Government
�0055
 01  does with the Louisville Loop.
 02         MR. WEINSHENKER:  Except that you
 03  had -- Mr. Miles, I believe, had the meeting.  It
 04  was in your paper.  The only people that -- that
 05  were there were people who had already decided
 06  where it was going to go with no input from
 07  Prospect.  Sure.
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Excuse
 09  me. Can I say -- I was there.
 10         MR. WEINSHENKER:  Okay.
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  And --
 12         MR. WEINSHENKER:  I know you were.
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I know.
 14  And I don't agree with you, but I also don't agree
 15  with them.
 16    I think that going down 42 -- and this is my
 17  own personal opinion.  It has nothing to do with
 18  anybody else.  I think going down 42 and across
 19  Timber Ridge is stupid, because when they talk
 20  about the type of people who would use this, it is
 21  what you said.  It's not bikers, real bikers.  Real
 22  bikers are not going to want to go on this kind of
 23  path.
 24    It -- they use mothers with prams.  And I
 25  personally don't think any mother with a pram is
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 01  going to want to go along 42.
 02    Now, I do know that they are exploring other
 03  options that would not put them along roadways.
 04  Where that will go, I can't begin to tell you, but I
 05  have been as outspoken with my opinions as you
 06  have been.  And I think we need to keep doing
 07  that.  That's my --
 08         MR. WEINSHENKER:  I --
 09         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  --
 10  personal opinion.
 11         MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- I would
 12  appreciate it if it was -- if it was done.  I got the --
 13  the impression, because the engineer from the
 14  Parks De -- Department, if you remember, stood up
 15  at the meeting and said "Oh, yeah.  We're going to
 16  be coming in on this, and we're going to go here.
 17  And then" --
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I think
 19  that they --
 20         MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- "and then when
 21  we hit 42, we're going to" --
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I heard --
 23         MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- "turn."  And
 24  they --
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- they
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 01  were --
 02         MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- they discussed
 03  how -- that they can run a double pathway down --
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's --
 05  that's --
 06  ` `    MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- 42.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- what
 08  he --
 09         MR. WEINSHENKER:  There was no
 10  discussion any other way.
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I'm -- I --
 12  there was where I was.
 13         MR. WEINSHENKER:  Where you were;
 14  okay.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's --
 16  and I think you need to keep coming to the -- keep
 17  coming to those meetings, and I think we need to
 18  keep talking.
 19         MR. WEINSHENKER:  Well, I'm sending
 20  my comments, obviously, to Don McCann --
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's
 22  good.
 23         MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- and --
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's
 25  good.
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 01         MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- Fischer and a
 02  few others.  Thank you very much.
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I'd -- I'd
 04  just like to add, also, I attended the meeting and
 05  have been following the development of the
 06  Louisville Loop, as well.  And while we want to be
 07  careful where it goes and how it's put in and all
 08  that good stuff, the overall picture and the overall
 09  intent of the Loop is to connect the entire
 10  community, all of Jefferson County.
 11    And it improves the quality of life.  There's no
 12  question about that it improves health.
 13    So -- and -- and I think there are a lot of
 14  people in Prospect who would like for it to be
 15  connected -- like for Prospect to be connected to
 16  the Louisville Loop and -- so that we have access
 17  to the bridge, and if we want to bicycle downtown,
 18  we can do that.
 19    But I agree, you -- you want to do it in a way
 20  that it doesn't clutter up the roads that we already
 21  have, because there are times when bicyclists are
 22  slowing everybody down and the traffic backs up.
 23  It's not a safe situation.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, the
 25  bicyclists on -- on River Road are still going to
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 01  slow everybody down.  Those big groups of 20
 02  to 40 people are not going to take this path.
 03    And that has come across loud and clear in
 04  these meeting.  This isn't the type of biker that
 05  this particular thing is for.
 06    It's -- I keep saying because at the rate
 07  they're going, you need to accommodate electric
 08  wheelchairs, because I think that those are the
 09  kind of people, like me, who are going to be using
 10  it.  But I don't disagree with your concerns.  I
 11  really. as you can tell, don't.
 12         MAYOR EVANS:  Would anybody else like
 13  to address the meeting?  [no audible response]
 14         MAYOR EVANS:  Everybody wants to just
 15  go home?
 16         MAYOR EVANS: Well, I think that can be
 17  arranged.  Is there a motion?
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  So moved.
 19         MAYOR EVANS:  Is there a second?
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Second.
 21         MAYOR EVANS:  All in favor of
 22  adjournment, say "aye."
 23         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.
 24         MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed?
 25         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
�0060
 01  response]
 02         MAYOR EVANS:  We're adjourned.
 03  [WHEREUPON, the City Council Meeting
 04  concludes at 8:05 p.m.]
 05  .
 06  .
 07  .
 08  .
 09  .
 10  .
 11  .
 12  .
 13  .
 14  .
 15  .
 16  .
 17  .
 18  .
 19  .
 20  .
 21  .
 22  .
 23  .
 24  .
 25  .
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 01                    C A P T I O N
 02         The Meeting in the matter, on the date,
 03  and at the time and place set out on the title page
 04  hereof.
 05         It was requested that the Hearing be
 06  taken by the reporter and that same be reduced to
 07  typewritten form.
 08  .
 09  .
 10  .
 11  .
 12  .
 13  .
 14  .
 15  .
 16  .
 17  .
 18  .
 19  .
 20  .
 21  .
 22  .
 23  .
 24  .
 25  .
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 01               CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
 02  STATE OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE:
 03    I, BARBIE A. HENNESSEY, Notary Public
 04  for the State of Kentucky at Large, do hereby
 05  certify that the foregoing was reported by
 06  stenographic and mechanical means, which matter
 07  was held on the date, and at the time and place
 08  set out in the caption hereof and that the
 09  foregoing constitutes a true and accurate
 10  transcript of same.
 11    I further certify that I am not related to any of
 12  the parties, nor am I an employee of or related to
 13  any of the attorneys representing the parties, and
 14  I have no financial interest in the outcome of this
 15  matter.
 16    GIVEN under my hand and Notarial seal this
 17  _______ day of __________________, 2015.
 18  .
 19  My Commission Expires:          Notary Public
 20  .
 21  JANUARY 2, 2017  _____________________.
 22  .
 23  Notary ID: 480672
 24  .
 25  .
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          1               CITY OF PROSPECT, KENTUCKY

          2                  CITY COUNCIL MEETING

          3                     JUNE 15, 2015

          4          MAYOR EVANS:  Welcome to the monthly

          5   regular meeting of the city council of the City of

          6   Prospect, Kentucky.  Today is June 15th, 2015.  

          7     Five of our six council members are here.  The

          8   only one absent today -- tonight is Stuart Miles,

          9   who is on vacation.  

         10     The first order of business is to consider

         11   approving the minutes of the city council meeting

         12   held on May 4th, 2015 and also the minutes of the

         13   meeting held on May 18th, 2015.  Those minutes

         14   were sent to all of the council members prior to

         15   this meeting so that they could review them and

         16   see if they have any requested changes.  

         17     And, in fact, somebody did, and we made the

         18   change.  I think it was Councilman Fulcher.  We

         19   thank you, Frank, for picking that up.  And so they

         20   have been corrected accordingly.  

         21     Are there any other suggested additions or

         22   corrections to those minutes, either of them?  

         23          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

         24   response] 

         25          MAYOR EVANS:  If not, I'll ask for a
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          1   motion to approve the minutes of the May 4th

          2   meeting as it has been presented.  Is there such a

          3   motion?

          4          MR. SPEAKER:  So moved.

          5          MS. SPEAKER:  So moved.

          6          MAYOR EVANS:  Is there a second?

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Second.

          8          MAYOR EVANS:  It's been moved and

          9   seconded.  Any further discussion?

         10          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

         11   response]

         12          MAYOR EVANS:  All in favor say "aye."

         13          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

         14          MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed?

         15          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

         16   response]

         17          MAYOR EVANS:  The ayes have it. 

         18   Those minutes are approved.  

         19     Next, the minutes of the May 18th meeting, is

         20   there a motion to accept those minutes as

         21   presented?

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Move to

         23   accept.

         24          MAYOR EVANS:  Moved -- 

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Second. 
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          1   Second.

          2          MAYOR EVANS:  Mr. Fulcher seconds. 

          3   It's been moved and seconded.  All in favor say

          4   "aye."

          5          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

          6          MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed.

          7          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

          8   response]

          9          MAYOR EVANS:  The ayes have it.  And

         10   those minutes also are approved.  

         11     Next item on the agenda is my report on city

         12   matters.  A big one coming up is the 4th of July

         13   Celebration.  I know pretty much about it, but the

         14   real expert on that is the lady who has put it all

         15   together for us.  And that's Holly LeVold.  And I'm

         16   going to pass the ball to her, and ask her to tell

         17   you what's -- what's coming up.

         18          CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  Well,

         19   the 4th of July is going to be at Kelly Park, as

         20   usual.  It's going to start at 5:00.  

         21     We've got a really fun item this year.  It's a

         22   trackless train that kids can be driven around the

         23   neighborhood on and back to Kelly Park.  It's

         24   going to be a lot of fun.

         25     We've added a couple slides and bouncy
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          1   houses.  There'll be food trucks.  And we've been

          2   promised the biggest finale in our fireworks that

          3   we've ever had, which is a pretty big deal.  And it

          4   should be really big this year.

          5          MAYOR EVANS:  It was pretty big last

          6   year.

          7          CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  Yeah,

          8   it's bigger this year.

          9          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  Well, I'll get ear

         10   plugs for my little dog.  Is that it, Holly?

         11          CITY ADMINISTRATOR LEVOLD:  That's

         12   it.

         13          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  It was really

         14   good last year, and Holly put that together, too. 

         15   So I expect it's going to be really great.  

         16     The only thing about it is the weather.  And if

         17   the weather is good, I get the credit.  And if it's

         18   not, I get the blame.  So that's how that works. 

         19   Fortunately, it is on a Saturday this year, so we do

         20   have a rain day if we need it.

         21     The other matter I wanted to just touch on is

         22   something I believe I mentioned at a recent

         23   meeting in May.  I believe I told everybody that I

         24   had just received a letter from the Louisville Water

         25   Company telling us that they were going to be
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          1   putting a new water main, 16-inches diameter,

          2   down this side of U.S. 42 ending up at the

          3   entrance to The Landings at Timberlake Drive and

          4   running all the way down to almost the entrance to

          5   Hunting Creek, the Happy Hollow Road place. 

          6     So my first reaction to that was not good. 

          7   And I called the chief engineer, and he has since

          8   forgiven me.  And we had lunch together, and

          9   Sandra Leonard -- Councilwoman Leonard was

         10   there, and has been involved in this throughout. 

         11   Councilman Schmidt walked with us once or twice. 

         12   Andy Williams is the chief engineer.  

         13     I think now we may have walked that route

         14   four times, mostly recently with Andrea Hamlon,

         15   our arborist, and looked at the trees that have to

         16   be removed, as well as trees that, pursuant

         17   Andrea's advice, we've decided ought to be

         18   removed.  

         19     And those are principally -- what's -- ash

         20   trees.  I was trying to think of the type of tree

         21   that's having the problem with the tree bores.  It's

         22   ash trees.  And some of those are pretty declining

         23   in condition, and, actually, three of them are 

         24   small -- or comparatively small, and they're right

         25   along the fence at the property at the corner of
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          1   Fox Harbor and 42, which is owned by Brian Lavin.

          2     And so I communicated with Mr. Lavin's

          3   landscape guy.  Mr. Lavin is the head of NTS, and

          4   he has a landscape guy, Tony Higgins.  And so

          5   Tony and Andrea and, as it turns out, Brian met

          6   the following morning and looked at those trees,

          7   and Brian and Tony said, "Yeah, they should come

          8   out."

          9     So they didn't have to, but they will be. 

         10   They're maybe as tall as this ceiling.  So they're

         11   not huge, but they're not babies, either; but they

         12   are ash trees, and are in decline.  And so they

         13   decided it would be okay to take them out.

         14     One of the benefits -- and I'm going to ask

         15   Sandra to comment on this in a second, if she will. 

         16   One of the benefits of this is that things that ought

         17   to be done, which would cost the city a lot of

         18   money, they will do for us.  

         19     They've been cooperative with us.  And, also,

         20   Sandra has negotiated with them about how much

         21   money they will pay us for the trees they take out.  

         22     So with that, Sandra, could I ask you to share

         23   the spotlight here for a minute and tell everybody

         24   what we've done?

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I'm afraid
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          1   I could bore you to tears, but the bottom line is: 

          2   All of the trees they're taking out, there are about

          3   four that I wish we weren't going to lose.

          4     The rest of them are either, like, in the area

          5   next to City Hall where there's a lot of refuse. 

          6   There's a lot of -- of trees that are not 

          7   particularly -- what do I want to say, trees that are

          8   trash trees, except that's not the right word. 

          9   Trees that just grew, not that were planted.  And --

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Volunteers.

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- Thank

         12   you.  Thank you.  

         13     They're kind enough that they're going to pay

         14   us for anything over 3 inches.  And so overall

         15   they're going to remove approximately 56 trees,

         16   but many of them are little things that we don't

         17   care about.  

         18     They're also going to remove trees that are in

         19   decline, either at the end of their life span or that

         20   are seriously compromised.  There's a big tree off

         21   the end of where you go into Putney Pond that's

         22   got a big, huge hole all the way through it.  So

         23   those are coming down.  

         24     There's another one right off the end of City

         25   Hall right here, which, if you take a look at it when
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          1   you drive out tonight, you'll see is really not good,

          2   and we have to pay to take that down in a year or

          3   two.  

          4     So overall they've been very generous.  The

          5   money that they're going give us is approximately

          6   $25,000.  It's little bit more than that.  It is more

          7   than the cost that we've set on the trees they're

          8   taking out.  They're giving us a buffer.  

          9     So overall, if we lost, for the sake of

         10   argument, 10 trees more in the next five years,

         11   they would have paid us enough money to

         12   accommodate that.  So overall I'm amazed at how

         13   cooperative they've been, because I don't think it

         14   started that way.

         15          MAYOR EVANS:  No, I confess, it didn't,

         16   and that was basically my reaction to what I

         17   thought was -- well, I felt a little bit ambushed or

         18   something.  I mean, they've known about this for a

         19   very long time, and then all of a sudden here's this

         20   letter, "We're going do this."  

         21     And I think it would have been better if they

         22   had given us a heads up some time ago, but,

         23   apparently, they don't work that way.  

         24     Anyway, that's where we are.  We certainly

         25   have focused on this hard and with the advice of
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          1   our arborist and with the help of Luke and 

          2   Sandra -- and I still have some of the bites that I

          3   received from whatever it was that crawled up my

          4   pant legs while I was doing these walks, so I have

          5   those to treasure.  

          6     So are there any questions about any of that

          7   before we move on?

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One --

          9   one more comment.  The $25,000 that's going to

         10   come into the city we've all agreed is going to

         11   come into the city general fund, because a number

         12   of the trees that are coming down, no matter what

         13   condition they're in, we would not replace.  

         14     They're not safe.  They're too close to 42. 

         15   They're in a visual area that we would not be

         16   allowed to put trees into.  

         17     So the $25,000 will be used to make the city

         18   overall look better.  It won't be particularly

         19   targeted for anything in particular.  

         20     So whenever a project comes forward, it will

         21   come forward to the city council, and it will be --

         22   well, part of what we'll talk about will be the fact

         23   that's what's going to come out of, that funded

         24   money.

         25          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you very much,
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          1   Sandra, and thank you for everything that you did. 

          2   And, Luke, thank you for everything that you did;

          3   that we'll try to work all these things out, which I

          4   believe we've done.

          5     I have been asked to give the Parks and

          6   Public Lands Committee update.  Linda Wardell is,

          7   I believe, out of town.  Stuart Miles I know is out

          8   of town.  If there's anybody else here from that

          9   committee, I'd be happy for you to come up, but I

         10   have some notes here that Linda has passed onto

         11   me, so I can play third base here or third string.

         12     She said, [reads] Here are a few things you

         13   can mention.  First, the boardwalk connecting

         14   Little Hunting Creek Park to the Wol -- Woodland

         15   Trails in Putney Pond and Woodlands has been

         16   completed.  

         17     It says, [reads] As the entire length was built

         18   by Boy Scouts doing their Eagle projects, we are

         19   naming the boardwalk Eagle's Way.  

         20     [reads] Second, the first section of the

         21   boardwalk across the wetlands of Putney Pond and

         22   Woodlands, also being built by Boy Scouts,

         23   currently is under construction.  

         24     [reads] Third, we hope to reopen the Orange

         25   Trail in Hunting Creek Park later this summer; and
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          1   then, finally, the 2015 annual report, which the

          2   committee made to, Linda made it, made it to the

          3   Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund, is the

          4   report for the management of Putley Pond --

          5   Putney Pond and the Woodlands.  

          6     So that has been submitted.  And it -- I read

          7   it, and it looked very good.  So that's the Parks

          8   Committee report as far as I can carry that ball.

          9     The next committee report is from the

         10   Forestation Board.  And we do have our chairman

         11   in the back with us, which is Mr. Tucci.  

         12          MR. TUCCI:  I already distributed to

         13   council, and there's copies in the back on the

         14   table, a list of 17 trees that were planted by the

         15   city this spring.  And the locations are shown -- on

         16   the right are shown.  They were all selected by our

         17   arborist consultant, Andrea Hamlon.

         18     We completed our Emerald Ash Bore treatment

         19   for large trees.  Forty city trees were treated

         20   basically in the second half of May.  They

         21   averaged about 19 inches in size.  

         22     The total cost is about $5700, and this was

         23   some $1200 cheaper than if we had taken the

         24   highest bid.  We took the lowest, what they're

         25   offering.  Reputable [phonetic] --
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          1     A -- another positive thing about that, we had

          2   advertised in the Prospect Newsletter that

          3   residents could get the same price for treating

          4   their ash trees as the city was paying, which was a

          5   very favorable price.  And about 35 residents

          6   pursued this program and had something, like, 70

          7   trees treated.  So we ended up with treating 

          8   over 100 trees between the city and the citizens.

          9     Another thing that's going on right now, we

         10   have about four cases of people having hazardous

         11   trees.  We've written them all -- or met with them

         12   and asked them to please take those trees down.  

         13     There's also some work being done on

         14   obstructed lights, where tree leaves or limbs are

         15   obstructing the street lights.  And we know there's

         16   two in Fox Harbor that's supposed to be done in

         17   the next day or two.  We had a whole list of those

         18   prepared last year, but if anybody observes more

         19   obstructive trees, call it into the city, and I think

         20   they'll be taken care of.

         21     Yes, sir?

         22          MR. SPEAKER:  I just want to know if you

         23   ever got anywhere with the -- Limbwalker about the

         24   prices, where they decided they weren't going to

         25   do what they said they were going to do.
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          1          MR. TUCCI:  Yeah, we had adver -- we

          2   had advertized that the residents could get the

          3   same price as the city paid, and we had one case

          4   where the -- Limbwalker said they wouldn't do it

          5   for that price because they had a minimum charge

          6   of $150.  So we told Limbwalker that that was

          7   unacceptable, so they would probably be

          8   disqualified next year.

          9          MR. SPEAKER:  Okay.

         10          MR. TUCCI:  Any other questions?

         11          MAYOR EVANS:  I guess not.  Thank you

         12   very much, Lee.

         13     I'm going to lump two of these committee

         14   reports together because Sandra Leonard is in

         15   charge of both of them, the Library Committee

         16   update and the History Book Committee update.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I know I

         18   said this last year, and it's true again:  The library

         19   has had it's best year to date.  We've made about

         20   $2500 on our used-book sales.  

         21     The order is in, and we're getting books that

         22   we can't get from our normal lease contract.  This

         23   year that will be picture books for little bitty kids,

         24   chapter books for younger children, a couple of

         25   Kentucky authors that we can't get through a
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          1   larger distributor.

          2     And the rest of it is all going to be in audio

          3   books, which tends to make people that I talk to in

          4   the library really happy.  And I'm trying really hard

          5   to order books that both men and women can listen

          6   to, which is really hard.

          7     In terms of the History Book Committee, if all

          8   of you saw the article in the paper, Martha

          9   Snowden -- and I don't remember her current last

         10   name.  I think she's had four husbands.  Anyway,

         11   she and her brother used to run the Prospect

         12   General Store.  And -- 

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  It's

         14   Mahan.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Thank

         16   you.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Martha

         18   Mahan.

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Mahan. 

         20   Anyway, she -- she is, obviously, a fascinating

         21   human being.  And one of our members talked to

         22   her this last week, and I can't wait -- we have a

         23   meeting tomorrow to find out what she said,

         24   because she really -- her parents actually started

         25   the general store, and so there's a whole
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          1   continuity of information there that we haven't

          2   been able to get from anybody else.

          3          MR. SPEAKER:  Did they [phonetic] --

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  No, I did

          5   the books.  That was -- 

          6          MAYOR EVANS:  That was good

          7   [phonetic]. 

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  --

          9   Martha; uh-huh.

         10          MAYOR EVANS:  All right.  And just a

         11   personal note:  I remember Martha Snowden when

         12   she was working in the Prospect store back in the

         13   late '70s, maybe after that for a little bit.  And if

         14   you don't remember it, that was quite an operation. 

         15   You could call them up and tell them what you

         16   wanted, and they would put it in a bag and bring it

         17   to you.  

         18      Now, the other thing I remember about 

         19   Martha -- well, it's something I don't want to say

         20   because it wasn't complimentary to me.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, tell

         22   us.

         23          MAYOR EVANS:  No, no, no.  

         24          MAYOR EVANS:  But I remember Martha

         25   with her hand down in a bin where there was
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          1   lettuce or cabbage or something like that, and she

          2   was wearing the biggest emerald on her hand that

          3   I'd ever seen.  I mean, it was a -- a rock.  And

          4   she's in there with this -- it was a genuine

          5   emerald.  She was in there just digging around in

          6   the lettuce.  

          7     So it was an interesting little country general

          8   grocery store.  And, of course, it's gone.  

          9     I also remember her brother, Joe, he owned

         10   the building where the city hall was from 

         11   about 1977 or '8 until about 1981 or thereabouts,

         12   and was a two-story frame building.  And right

         13   about the time that the city leased it for a city

         14   hall, he painted it this remarkable color of blue

         15   and painted all the trim purple.  

         16     And I don't know that anybody ever asked him

         17   about it, but we all thought that it was probable

         18   that Joe got a deal on some paint they couldn't

         19   sell to anybody else and painted City Hall that

         20   color.

         21     And the reason that our occupancy ended

         22   there -- because they say that -- that house was

         23   probably 100 years old, and a -- a funny thing

         24   happened.  The fire marshal came up and

         25   inspected it, and he had a clipboard with 20 or 30
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          1   items on it, you know, checkmarks.  

          2     And he inspected the place for safety.  And he

          3   checked off every single hazard on the clipboard. 

          4   And so instead of rewiring it and doing all the

          5   things we would have had to do, we -- we -- it was

          6   declared unsafe.  We couldn't stay there. 

          7     So that was the end of our occupancy of Joe

          8   Snowden's building.  I saw him once after that.  He

          9   still hadn't forgiven me, so. . .

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We have

         11   a picture of that for the book, but it's not in color. 

         12   So if anybody ever find's one in color -- 

         13          MAYOR EVANS:  I gave you a picture in

         14   color.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's not

         16   purple.  It's -- 

         17          MAYOR EVANS:  No.  All right.  

         18   [WHEREUPON, off-the-record remarks are

         19   made.] 

         20          MAYOR EVANS:  Moving along, the

         21   Landscape and Beautification Committee, I'll make

         22   that report.  

         23     We haven't met for a couple of months.  We've

         24   got all of the planting done of the flowers and

         25   trees and things for the season April/May.  Of
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          1   course, April had rained so much, we couldn't do a

          2   lot.  And when the rain stopped, we got busy. 

          3     And I say "we."  It was Pro Turf and Andrea. 

          4   And they got out there, and they did all the

          5   plantings that you see in all the entrances.

          6     And where we are right now is just trying keep

          7   things alive with water.  A lot of our irrigation

          8   systems are either kaput or not working well, and

          9   that's something that, in our budget, we're going

         10   have to address.  

         11     In the meantime, we have a truck with a big

         12   water tank and a pump.  And when I entered

         13   Hunting Creek this evening around 5:00, one of our

         14   employees, Mike Lesch, was there with the truck at

         15   the entrance to Hunting Creek watering things. 

         16   They need to get up to Bridgepointe as frequently

         17   as possible and water those stuff those people

         18   stuff up there.

         19     We're aware of all of this, and that's why we

         20   have hired on a part time basis a young man, just

         21   started today.  And all he's going to do is water

         22   things.  It's been dry.  And if you don't water stuff,

         23   it'll die.  So that's what we're up to mainly.

         24     At the next meeting we have, we will talk

         25   about, as we move into fiscal year 2015/'16, what
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          1   our next couple of projects around 42 will be.  And

          2   I'll be looking forward to Mr. Simpson's input on

          3   that, because I know he has some ideas,

          4   references. 

          5     You know, we are focused on -- as we -- as

          6   the budget allows, on moving along 42 similarly as

          7   we did between Happy Hollow Road and the

          8   entrance to Hunting Creek, which looks so much

          9   better, and as we did across from Smithfield

         10   Green, had all that cleared out, having that grass

         11   mowed, that looks so much better.  And we're

         12   going to keep doing those things, so that the front

         13   door of Prospect does justice for the rest of it.

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One of

         15   the things -- could I have one more second?

         16          MAYOR EVANS:  Sure.  

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  One of

         18   the things we didn't tell you about the water

         19   company, when you just mentioned Andrea, they

         20   will hire Andrea Hanlon to make sure they do what

         21   they told us they were going do.  

         22     For example, they're going to put in -- which

         23   we have no faith in the world.  They're going to put

         24   in a construction fence, you know, the temporary

         25   ones, so that they won't go in and intrude on any
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          1   of the trees that are behind the area.  So

          2   somebody, in playing with their equipment, is not

          3   going to crash off in and take more stuff down.  

          4     Well, we're not going to pay Andrea to do

          5   that, so they are going pay her as a subcontractor

          6   to keep an eye on all these individual components

          7   that they've agreed to.  And in addition to that,

          8   we're going to get field notes, both from them and

          9   from Andrea, so that we can review them to make

         10   sure that they have done what they said they were

         11   going do.

         12          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.  One other thing

         13   occurs to me when we talk about our front door. 

         14   As many of you know, maybe some of you don't,

         15   the entrance brickwork when you come off of

         16   Covered Bridge Road into what I call the back

         17   entrance to the Estates of Hunting Creek was

         18   basically destroyed by a car that tried to make the

         19   turn too fast and didn't make it and crashed into

         20   the brick instead.  And so it's been sort of a pile

         21   of rubble there ever since, and it's been awhile.

         22     And what's held us up has been getting the

         23   insurance company to move on it, make its

         24   adjustment and all that.  And I got an email saying

         25   he was down there at 2:30 this afternoon, and
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          1   Holly just told me that they will give us their

          2   report a week from today.

          3     So that's how fast those things move, but it --

          4   as soon as we have that, we will have a brick

          5   mason at work putting that back up the way it was.

          6     That's all the reports and -- except for the

          7   Environmental Services Committee, and that would

          8   be Councilman Fulcher.  

          9          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Thank

         10   you.  The Environmental Services is a study

         11   committee which -- with the charge of taking a look

         12   at all of the sanitary-type services that the -- that

         13   the city offers to the citizens.  

         14     It's -- when we were given the -- when we

         15   were given the assignment of reviewing this, it 

         16   was -- one of the reasons was because the Rum --

         17   Rumpke contract was coming due in very short

         18   order, which at the end of this month is when the,

         19   current contract expires.  

         20     We found out that, in -- in discussing it with

         21   the mayor and various others, there's no room --

         22   there's no flexibility within the current contract to

         23   even extend it while we looked at various options

         24   available to us, or even some of the questions that

         25   we wanted to ask relative to how other people do
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          1   things, what the current technology is, what

          2   efficiencies we could -- we could offer, that type

          3   of thing.  So there was no -- no room for -- for any

          4   of that level of flexibility.  

          5     So the first order of business for us was then

          6   to undertake to construct a contract, with Holly

          7   and the mayor's -- mayor's guidance, that offered

          8   a level of flexibility for that -- those particular

          9   services, which gives the community opportunity to

         10   change things, to try things, pilot projects. 

         11   Different neighborhoods have different needs.  All

         12   of that flexibility is built into it.  

         13     And Rumpke was the only -- the only

         14   contractor who responded to our request for a

         15   quote.  They did a very complete job in putting

         16   together their proposal.  And the -- so we have 

         17   no -- so we're recommending to the mayor that he

         18   proceed with the contract as he has it in -- in hand

         19   at this point.

         20     The -- just a -- just a point of general

         21   information.  This -- this is about 3/4 of a million

         22   bucks -- a little shy of 3/4 of a million bucks for

         23   these services, and the -- it's the largest single

         24   budget line item we have.

         25     And when I say that, I mean, you know, you
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          1   take a look at what -- the police budget as being

          2   the big one, or whatever, but they've done an

          3   excellent job of breaking down every particular

          4   piece that they need as a line item.  

          5     This -- this -- we started out with a line item

          6   of roughly $700,000 with no breakdown, no -- no

          7   yard waste breakdown and no trash breakdown, no

          8   recycle breakdown, no container prices, none --

          9   none of the things that make up about 25% of our

         10   budget.  

         11     So -- so that was one of the drivers in trying

         12   to build flexibility into the contract so that we

         13   could also identify where -- what the cost space is

         14   for all of these items happen to be.  So as we go

         15   forward, next year's budget, we can -- we can look

         16   at it with a little more intelligent perspective.  

         17     Now, the -- as I said, we've rec -- we

         18   recommended this as it stands, because they've --

         19   they've got it.  We've got two -- we've got two

         20   weeks to do it.  However, with that

         21   recommendation, we recognize that to continue

         22   with the status quo will be slightly over budget,

         23   over the -- the budgeted number for  15/'16

         24   budget; but we've built in the sufficient flexibility

         25   into the contract that over the -- over the next
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          1   year, that maintaining costs below budget should

          2   not be a problem.  

          3     So the work of the committee isn't finished,

          4   because we had raised a lot of questions we need

          5   to have answered yet such that we can give the

          6   mayor and -- and Holly some of the -- some

          7   guidance in where the industry's going; where --

          8   what costs are; how we can break them down in --

          9   in a more detailed fashion.

         10     We're not at that point right now.  So any

         11   speculation on what's going to be done or how it's

         12   going to be done is -- is premature, other than we

         13   must place a contract by the end of this month.

         14     So, now, one other item, you know, 3/4 of a

         15   million dollars is a lot of money.  It's a lot of

         16   money for this city.  It's a lot of money for just

         17   about -- just about anybody, but Luke -- Luke has

         18   had -- had some experience in this industry.  And

         19   there are several other cities, apparently, that

         20   have been faced with this type of situation.

         21     And when there's a -- when there's a savings

         22   associated with any -- anything, whether you say,

         23   okay, we saved money on trees this year.  We

         24   saved money on garbage pickup.  We saved 

         25   money -- what do you with it?  What do you do with
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          1   that money?  

          2     And -- and -- and Luke has some views on how

          3   other people have handled that.  So if you don't

          4   mind, I'll pass it to Luke.

          5          MAYOR EVANS:  Sure, that would be

          6   fine.  

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Thank

          8   you.

          9          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you, Frank.

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I want to

         11   just echo what Frank said.  This really is a work in

         12   progress.  The committee has spent a lot of time to

         13   get to the point where we are right now, but we

         14   still have a lot of work to do, but we have learned

         15   a lot.  There's no question about that.  

         16     And as he indicated, I have spent quite a few

         17   years in this industry, 17, to be exact.  So I am

         18   kind of familiar with what a lot of cities have done,

         19   both large and small, across the country. 

         20     When we started looking at this -- and, again,

         21   recognizing what Frank said, that if we don't make

         22   any changes to the current system, we're going to

         23   be over budget, and we -- we will have to address

         24   that sometime during the course of the year.  

         25     We've taken a look at three different ways
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          1   that you can reduce costs and -- and, perhaps,

          2   make the system more efficient along the way. 

          3   What I'd like to do is just take a couple of minutes

          4   and just highlight what some of these things might

          5   be, and, again, stressing that we're -- we're not

          6   here tonight directing that one, two, or three

          7   changes or any change.  We just want to kind of

          8   let you know what we've been thinking.

          9     One of the changes that we would look at

         10   would be to reduce the frequency of collection to

         11   once a week for garbage collection, which is the

         12   same amount for recycling yard waste, which is

         13   currently once a week.

         14     Another change that we could look at is the

         15   introduction of new, more modern 65-gallon rollout

         16   recycling bins.  You may have seen these in other

         17   cities.  They're not quite as large as the

         18   traditional rollout garbage can, but they're a lot

         19   bigger than the 18-gallon bins that we have now.

         20     The City of Lexington, I believe, was the first

         21   city in the United States to do this, and it's

         22   definitely about 20-some-odd years ago.  And it

         23   was a huge success. 

         24     What happens is that you have more people

         25   participate in the recycling program, and,
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          1   consequently, more people will put more materials

          2   in the bin than they currently do with the 18-gallon

          3   bin.  And then, ultimately, you divert more solid

          4   waste from the landfill, which is really the goal of

          5   recycling.  So it's a green win-win situation.  

          6     Another thing that we looked at and thought

          7   about a little bit that you may have heard about,

          8   and that is changing from rear-door collection to

          9   rolling the garbage cans out to the curb.  You

         10   know, that's an option.  That's something that

         11   could be done.  

         12     So, you know, just very quickly, again, taking

         13   into account the top line, what we were given and

         14   how much can you save by implementing some of

         15   these changes, a -- again, remember that our

         16   current system going forward is going to 

         17   cost 711,000 going into the next year.  

         18     Just by reducing the collection frequency

         19   alone to once a week, leaving everything else 

         20   the -- the way it is, we can save $107,000

         21   annually.  By reducing the collection frequency,

         22   retaining rear-door collection, but introducing the

         23   new 65-gallon recycling bin, we can also save

         24   about $107,000 each year.  

         25     By re -- by retaining the two -- twice a week
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          1   collection frequency but eliminating rear-door

          2   collection, we can save $249,000 each year.  And

          3   over the life of a four-year contract, that's about

          4   $1 million.

          5     And then, lastly, if we were to make -- you

          6   know, reduce the collection frequency, eliminate

          7   the rear-door collection, and introduce 

          8   the 65-gallon recycling container, then you're

          9   talking about $338,000 a year in savings.  And,

         10   again, that's 1.3 million over the life of a four-year

         11   contract.  So that's a pretty -- a pretty healthy

         12   savings.  

         13     So where we are, as Frank indicated, the

         14   committee is going to do some more research and

         15   have more dialogue on this.  You'll be hearing a

         16   lot more about it, and we'll see what happens, but

         17   it's interesting to see what opportunities are out

         18   there, and there will be additional discussion.

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Excuse

         20   me.  Can I have the floor again, please?  

         21          MAYOR EVANS:  [nods head] 

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  One item

         23   that you omitted, and there were several items that

         24   you had discussed with me about what the cities

         25   had done with the savings, some -- and some
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          1   people -- 

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  Sure.

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  -- some

          4   people had to do it because they were way over

          5   budget.  They had to take some drastic measures.

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  There 

          7   are -- there are -- there are a lot of things that

          8   you can do.  Obviously, you can take a look at

          9   using these funds towards some capital projects

         10   that right now our budget just does not allow for. 

         11   One thing that's been discussed in a maintenance

         12   facility or maintenance building that we need, a

         13   large building, but the budget just doesn't allow

         14   for that kind of construction at this point in time. 

         15     Another thing is you can kind of bank some of

         16   these savings, if you will, and use them for

         17   matching grants; because down the road, I know a

         18   lot of folks have expressed an interest in

         19   connectivity between neighborhoods, you know,

         20   putting in some bike paths in between various

         21   subdivisions, and lighting and landscaping, things

         22   of that nature.  

         23     The city is in a position where it can go out

         24   and -- and apply for grants for these types of

         25   projects.  Usually it requires a matching grant
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          1   from the city.  If we made the biggest change here,

          2   you could fund $5 million grants on a 20%

          3   matching grant.  So, in other words, you can turn a

          4   million into five million to be used on local

          5   projects for bike paths, lighting, landscaping,

          6   things of that nature.  

          7     So, you know, that's the kind of thing we want

          8   to get our arms around, because a lot of people

          9   would be -- I think would like to see what -- you

         10   know, what's next for Prospect in the 

         11   next 5, 10, 15 years?  And this is kind of part of

         12   that discussion is that, you know, it might get --

         13   might help us do some things that we can't

         14   otherwise do.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Thank

         16   you.  One -- one other point.  I -- I welcome any

         17   interested parties into the committee.  I mean, 

         18   we -- we have a good committee.  There's been

         19   lots of dialogue.  People with an interest, I

         20   certainly invite you to -- to contact me, and we'll

         21   let everyone know when the next committee

         22   meeting is.  

         23     We -- of course, they're public meetings of,

         24   you know, the ope -- open meeting law, and we'll

         25   try our best to get as much community input as we
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          1   can as we go forward.  Thank you.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Could -- if

          3   we could back up a minute? Could you clarify:  At

          4   the end of this month, we will be signing a

          5   contract with Rumpke that is fundamentally what

          6   we have had in the past.

          7          MAYOR EVANS:  It would be precisely

          8   what -- 

          9          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  The diff --

         10   the -- 

         11          MAYOR EVANS:  -- it's been precisely.

         12          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- the

         13   different -- yeah, the difference only is that within

         14   that contract there's the possibility of flexibility;

         15   is that correct?

         16          MAYOR EVANS:  Down the road.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Is that down

         18   the road in three years or down the year -- down

         19   the road next October?

         20          MAYOR EVANS:  Either way.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's our

         22   choice.  Rumpke's not going to change it.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  But we could

         24   change it without -- 

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  If we
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          1   chose to.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah.  And

          3   these are just sort of random thoughts.  

          4   The 65-gallon containers, who buys them?  Does

          5   Rumpke provide them?  Do the -- we buy them?  

          6          MEMBER LEONARD:  It depends on the

          7   service with it.  And one of the areas that we need

          8   to continue looking into is if different people talk,

          9   their perception of what Rumpke has said isn't

         10   exactly what they're saying.  

         11     And so one of the things we need to look at --

         12   our hope is that we will come up with something

         13   where they' buy it and where it's economically

         14   practical for them to buy it.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Okay.  Just,

         16   again, sort of random thoughts.  I'm conscious

         17   about inviting everybody onto a committee.  We've

         18   had difficulty in the past in that when we sort of

         19   say "anybody who wants to be on the committee

         20   can," we often end up with something that is closer

         21   to a cabal of people who have a point of view

         22   rather than having actually some kind of

         23   representative sort of thing.  

         24     So I'm not sure how you -- I would be very

         25   interested, for instance, in having representatives
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          1   from every neighborhood on a committee.  Anyhow,

          2   I just think it -- it -- you can find yourself in a bad

          3   position inadvertently, because only one faction is

          4   a -- 

          5          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's not -- 

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- you know,

          7   people who are really passionate about something,

          8   and they show up; and then there are other people

          9   who six months down the road say, "huh?"

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, on

         11   the other hand, though -- 

         12          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And -- 

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- they

         14   are open meetings.  And, truthfully, anybody who

         15   wants to come can -- 

         16          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah, I -- I

         17   understand.  

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- can

         19   come.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  It's just a

         21   matter of -- 

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD: 

         23   Semantics.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You know,

         25   you can have the perception of fairness, and it
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          1   works out not that way at all.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  The other

          4   thing, again, thinking of some of these offers, one

          5   that makes me very uncomfortable is the idea of

          6   giving up the backyard col -- back-door collection. 

          7   It -- I have a nice flat lot, a nice flat driveway. 

          8   Lee and I always put our garbage out at the curb,

          9   always, just to be nice for Rumpke.  They're nice

         10   guys.  We help them out.  

         11     But I look across the road at two very steep

         12   driveways where retired people live.

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Even on a

         15   nice day, that's a -- that's an effort.  I would hate

         16   to see them sliding down there in February.  

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  So I'm -- if --

         19   if you happen to be -- to live in one of the flatter

         20   parts of Prospect, and you don't go walking in

         21   some of -- some of the other parts, you forget what

         22   a challenge it can be.  But I don't know how we

         23   can discriminate and sort of say, "Well, 

         24   you-guys". . . 

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  You --
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          1   you actually hit the nail on -- I've got -- that's

          2   another one of our prime focuses.  Rumpke's

          3   indicated that they would continue back-door

          4   pickup without additional charges for 

          5   roughly 2- to 3% of our populous.  Right now we

          6   have no idea what that means, what it would do. 

          7     We know that there are houses that can never

          8   give up back-door pickup.  We know that there are

          9   people that can never give up back-door pickup. 

         10   So that is absolutely one of the next big areas for

         11   us to take a look at.

         12          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  ONE: 

         13   Now, they have -- Rumpke has the technology and

         14   they've got the -- they have the processes in place

         15   that they can go house by house with different

         16   types of pick up, if that was necessary. Now,

         17   there's a cost associated with that, but the

         18   technology exists and the processes exist.  

         19     So -- and we've -- we've spent a lot of time

         20   discussing the various situations where you've got

         21   a short driveway and you're 20 years old and --

         22   and you -- you're just think -- you know, or the -- a

         23   steep driveway and you're incapable of dealing

         24   with it.  And then you throw in the variable that,

         25   okay, we have a -- an aging population, all of
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          1   whom have second homes in Florida and aren't

          2   here half of the year.  So, I mean, the -- the mix -- 

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  -- the mix

          5   is quite eclectic, and we're dealing with that,

          6   trying to come up with a formula that -- that

          7   satisfies the needs of most of the -- most of the

          8   people.  

          9     So it's been addressed.  It's been -- it's

         10   currently being discussed.

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yeah, it's --

         12   it's tricky.  I would -- I would venture to say that

         13   it's more than 3% of the residents.

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  It may be.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It may

         16   be.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Yes, 

         18   and -- and -- 

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  We -- we

         20   would -- 

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  But the

         22   fact -- 

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- it'd have

         24   to be -- we must have 1,000 residents who are

         25   over 65.  
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          1          MAYOR EVANS:  We have 990 residents

          2   who are -- 

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Well, I was

          4   pretty close.

          5          MAYOR EVANS:  -- who are over 70.  My

          6   wife went into her computer and did all the data

          7   collection, and came up with that figure, a figure

          8   which I presented to this committee at their

          9   meeting last -- last -- late last week.

         10     Anything further?

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  If Sandy

         12   has no more questions. . .

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  No.  The --

         14   you know, as I said, I was just sort of presenting

         15   them at random, and I -- they may be similar to

         16   questions that people who are hearing this for the

         17   first time are having, too.  So I was. . .

         18          MAYOR EVANS:  They're good questions.

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Uh-huh.

         20          MAYOR EVANS:  I have two or three

         21   things on this subject that I would like to say as

         22   the mayor.  The first thing I would like to notice is

         23   that, according to our accountants, we currently

         24   have $2-1/2 million in the bank in cash

         25   unrestricted, 2-1/2 million.  
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          1     In addition, we have four hundred and,

          2   rounding up, twelve dollars -- $412,000 in our

          3   municipal road fund.  A significant part of that we

          4   will spend this year on paving, over 300,000.  I

          5   don't know the exact number, but in unrestricted

          6   funds we currently have $2-1/2 million in the bank. 

          7     More of -- last year we came in under budget

          8   by, if my memory serves correctly, $206,000. 

          9   According to the May 31st, 2015 financial

         10   statement, which I have in front of me, it looks to

         11   me as if we are going to come in under budget this

         12   year somewhere between 3- and $400,000. 

         13     So we are not having a financial problem. 

         14   That's my point.  

         15     I already made the point about the number of

         16   elderly residents we have.  I may be the only

         17   person in the room who recently has walked the

         18   entire City of Prospect from one end to the other,

         19   and that was last August, July -- or August,

         20   September, and October.  And so I kind of know

         21   what I'm -- what I'm talking about. And I've even

         22   gone and taken a few photographs.  

         23     Unfortunately, David, I didn't have time to get

         24   up to Bridgepointe, but those driveways would

         25   have been eloquent.  I know that when I climbed
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          1   up to Katherine Rafferty's front porch, I had a

          2   nose bleed it was so high off the ground.

          3     I appreciate everything the committee has

          4   done in exploring all of these options.  I really do. 

          5   And they've done an incredible amount of work.  

          6     My personal view, and I'm not alone, is that

          7   this city will not go quietly into the night as far as

          8   abandoning back-door pickup.  This is a five-star

          9   city.  It's not a two- or three-star city. And a lot of

         10   our people want back-door pickup.  

         11     Now, I can't go further than that and tell you

         12   that I think I know what everybody wants in terms

         13   of twice a week versus once a week or any of that

         14   kind of stuff.  I just don't.  

         15     But when it comes to curbside, if you think

         16   about what our city looks like, and then you think

         17   about it once or twice a week with trash cans

         18   lining all of our streets, pick a neighborhood, it

         19   doesn't matter, I just don't think that most of the

         20   people of Prospect want that.  

         21     And if we would choose to do that, I can tell

         22   you who they're going to be mad at.  And it isn't

         23   Mr. Schmidt and it isn't Mr. Fulcher.  It's me;

         24   okay?

         25     But that aside, you know, I am just -- and I
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          1   said this at the meeting we had -- the committee

          2   meeting, which I attended last week.  I said, 

          3   "You-all need to know where I am with this."

          4     The way it works in a mayor/council

          5   government is that the council tells the mayor how

          6   much he can spend.  This is it.  And it's line by

          7   line and in general categories.  And when it comes

          8   to trash collection, there's a line for that.  And it

          9   says $750,000, or whatever the number is, that the

         10   council says you can spend for that.  So,

         11   ultimately, the council does have control over what

         12   we do with this critical, perhaps, the most

         13   important city function.  

         14     I've always believed that the first thing you're

         15   going hear about is missed trash collection.  I've

         16   experienced it.  The council can control that

         17   through the power of the budget by a vote of for it

         18   or whatever, but until they do that, this mayor is

         19   not going sign onto curbside collection.  I'm just

         20   telling you.  

         21     Anything else?

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I'd like to

         23   make one comment.  The mayor and I probably

         24   disagree more than we agree on this issue, and I

         25   respect his opinion, but the one thing that I would
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          1   encourage everybody to do, as the committee

          2   moves forward on this issue and as we learn more

          3   about it and as we dig into it and we address

          4   things such as what Sandy mentioned, and which

          5   are very legitimate, very real issues, and very real

          6   concerns, I -- I think it's incumbent to try to keep

          7   a bit of an open mind; because it -- I spent 17

          8   years in this industry hitting up trade associations

          9   and the plastics industry, and we dealt day and

         10   night every day with these issues with

         11   municipalities all across the country.  

         12     And there's no one size that fits all.  There's

         13   no question about that.  But on the other hand,

         14   some of these changes that we've outlined as

         15   possibilities, dozens, if not hundreds of cities

         16   across the country, big and small, have already

         17   done this.  They've already made some of these

         18   changes.  They've done it -- they've done it

         19   successfully.  

         20     So while I maybe don't agree on every point

         21   here with the mayor, let us do some research on

         22   this, and let us do our due diligence.  And when we

         23   have a committee meeting, which Frank will post,

         24   those that are interested, we encourage you to

         25   come out, share your views.
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          1     If you love the current system, we want to

          2   hear it.  If you like, maybe, looking at something

          3   else, we want to hear that.  But I would really,

          4   really encourage the community to keep an open

          5   mind, because at the time -- because, again, we're

          6   not here tonight as a committee to make a

          7   decision, make a recommendation, or do anything

          8   we can or couldn't do; but it -- the opportunity

          9   here for the city is pretty significant if we

         10   carefully go about this and -- and try to construct

         11   something that really could make a difference in

         12   the community down the road.

         13     The last point I'll make:  When my family and I

         14   lived in Charlotte for 17 years, we lived in a -- a

         15   golf-course community, beautiful neighborhood.  It

         16   was as nice as any that are here in Prospect.  

         17     And we had garbage that was rolled out to the

         18   curb.  And some of the homes were 3-, 4-, and $5

         19   million homes, and some were a little less, but the

         20   point was that it wasn't the end of the world.  

         21     And so, again, ask everybody to kind of keep

         22   an open mind.  Let us do our research, and we'll

         23   see where it goes.  Thank you.

         24          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you, Luke.  

         25   As Mr. Fulcher said, the committee is engaged in



�
                                                                       45



          1   studying this matter.  The committee has not made

          2   a recommendation to me.  And until the committee

          3   does, I think I've said everything on it I have to

          4   say.  And there we are.

          5          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Excuse

          6   me, John.  The committee has made a

          7   recommendation, which is to proceed with the

          8   contract as written right now.

          9          MAYOR EVANS:  When did it do that?

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  A -- a

         11   little earlier.

         12          MAYOR EVANS:  This afternoon?  Just

         13   now?

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Yeah.  

         15          MAYOR EVANS:  Okay.

         16          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  And that

         17   being that we maintain the -- that it would be

         18   established with the status quo as we're going

         19   forward here in giving us -- giving the committee

         20   time to look at some of the items that we're able to

         21   insist in bringing under budget or doing -- whether

         22   we need to change the budget.  

         23     So, yes, we've -- we think that we have a good

         24   contract and recommend to -- to proceed with it.

         25          MAYOR EVANS:  All right.  Moving right



�
                                                                       46



          1   along, the next -- next item -- there will be an

          2   opportunity, in just a minute, for anybody to come

          3   up to the lectern and talk to the council on

          4   anything they want, but we have one more thing on

          5   the agenda, and that is the police report from our

          6   chief, Chief Sherrard.

          7          CHIEF SHERRARD:  Okay.  House checks

          8   were up a little bit compared to the same period

          9   last year, about 200 more than normal.  I believe

         10   that's attributed to the -- the new computer system

         11   up and running.  It seems to be functioning pretty

         12   well.  There was a couple of glitches that were

         13   corrected actually today, that it seems to be

         14   working a little better.  

         15     Traffic citations are down when you compare

         16   them to last year, but that's because we had a --

         17   two grants that were working at the same period

         18   last year, two federal grants that were essentially

         19   ticket-writing grants for speeding and a Click-It or

         20   Ticket program.  

         21     So that's why they were so much higher the

         22   same period last year.  This period, 15 citations

         23   for a month is a little bit lower than normal for us,

         24   but it's not drastically lower.

         25     Same number of accidents same period last
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          1   year, 13.  That's about the norm for us.  

          2     Calls for service are down.  Initiated runs are

          3   down a little bit.  

          4     Our reports for the month, we had a number of

          5   felony reports, but they're related to the theft of

          6   mail.  There were two ladies that were going

          7   around.  They hit numerous parts throughout the

          8   entire metro area.  

          9     They were essentially caught out in Audubon

         10   Park, I believe, and they executed a search

         11   warrant in Audubon Park.  When they went into

         12   their home, they found several items of mail that

         13   had Prospect addresses on it.  

         14     Audubon Park Police contacted us, and -- and

         15   then in turn we contacted the residents at these

         16   locations.  They hit locations on Smithfield Green,

         17   Rose Island Road, and also on Covered Cove.  

         18     What these two ladies did is they would go

         19   around, and they would follow behind a mail truck

         20   and see if a package was delivered there.  One of

         21   them would watch.  The other one would continue

         22   to follow around behind the truck to see if they

         23   delivered a package to another house; also just

         24   watch the mail; and, essentially, just go up and

         25   snatch it.  
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          1     There weren't a tremendous amount.  We only

          2   had six reports that were on us, if I'm not

          3   mistaken.  But, anyway, To -- Officer Tony Leitsch

          4   did the follow-up on that, and subsequently placed

          5   the charges on them for all of the cases that we

          6   had related.  So those were all cleared with the

          7   rest on those cases.

          8     We did have one business break-in at

          9   Prospect Point.  No suspects at this time.  

         10     Let's see.  We had, let's see, oh, seven -- six

         11   arrests for the month.  A couple of them were on

         12   bench warrants.  We had two arrests that were

         13   related to the incidents that -- over in Sutherland,

         14   where they had the one night where there were a

         15   series of thefts from a car.  I believe that Colonel

         16   Shaw reported that last month.

         17     There was a stolen car involved in it, and then

         18   about five or six cars that were broken into all on

         19   the same night.  There were arrests of two people

         20   on that case that -- it's still pending in court.  

         21     I believe they're going to go rocket-docket on

         22   that; are they not?  Rocket-docket just means it's

         23   an accelerated program, but they'll try to

         24   adjudicate it a lot quicker.

         25     A few other misdemeanor cases, nothing of
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          1   significance.

          2     Just an update on some of the equipment. 

          3   With the budget adjustment that we had last

          4   month, we've already been able to purchase the

          5   computers, the radios.  They're all in, with the

          6   addition -- the equipment that comes with the

          7   computers, the scanners, the printers, the

          8   connectivity licensing, the tech support contract,

          9   we've obtained all of that.  

         10     Now it's matter of getting it all installed. 

         11   Colonel Shaw's already making arrangements with

         12   the people that do that, where they'll install the

         13   radios, the computers on the mounts.  And we

         14   should be good to go with those within, what, three

         15   weeks?  Probably about three weeks.  It takes a

         16   while to get the logistics all worked out.  

         17     But other than that, I think we're -- that's it.

         18          MAYOR EVANS:  Thank you very much,

         19   Chief.

         20     Any new business?  

         21          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

         22   response]

         23          MAYOR EVANS:  Any old business?  

         24          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible

         25   response]
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          1          MAYOR EVANS:  Now it's time to hear

          2   comments from citizens.  There's one gentleman

          3   who signed in.  His name is Barry Weinshenker. 

          4   And if he's here, I would welcome him to come up

          5   to the podium.  And tell the court reporter who you

          6   are and where you live and then. . .

          7          MR. WEINSHENKER:  No problem.  I want

          8   to thank you.  I'm Barry Weinshenker.  I live 

          9   at 12009 Charlock Court.  Obviously, I'm a

         10   resident of Prospect and of Jefferson County,

         11   though I could be a resident of Oldham County had

         12   I wished.  The property line runs directly through

         13   my house; okay.

         14     Anyway, my son is a competitive Ironman; has

         15   been for several years, so I'm not against biking,

         16   running, swimming the whole bit.  So keep that in

         17   mind. 

         18     However, I do have a problem with linking the

         19   Loop; okay?  

         20          THE REPORTER:  Have a problem with

         21   what?  I'm sorry.

         22          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Linking the Loop.

         23          THE REPORTER:  Oh, okay.

         24          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Okay.  Jefferson

         25   County is going to pay, according to Mayor
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          1   Fischer, $4.6 million to complete the Loop.  In

          2   addition, maintenance and taking care of the

          3   security, et cetera, would be paid for by Jefferson

          4   County residents.  

          5     Northeast [phonetic] statement right now goes

          6   down Springdale Road, Wolf Pen Branch, and 

          7   U.S. 42.  And there was a meeting on the 26th,

          8   which was supposed to be a discussion of the

          9   route.  It was not.

         10     It was a discussion of how the route would go

         11   through Prospect after it came down U.S. 42 to

         12   Timber Ridge Road.  I am totally against it coming

         13   down 42 to Timber Ridge Road.  

         14     At the meeting, I can't tell you who was there. 

         15   I can tell you there was several cars in the parking

         16   lot that had Oldham County license plates.  The --

         17   this is being paid for by Jefferson County; okay?  

         18     There were comments such as, "I moved out

         19   for semi -- for a semi rural area and better

         20   schools.  Why can't the path go where we live in

         21   Oldham County?  At least extend it to River Road"

         22   okay?  That foregoing decision I am against.  

         23     The only discussion at the meeting was, "Oh,

         24   how can we take and make it easier essentially for

         25   the people for Oldham County to commute
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          1   downtown by bisecting Prospect and running a 

          2   high -- running a path right down U.S. 42, at least

          3   to Timber Ridge and possibly all the way to River

          4   Road?"  

          5     Understand, I'm not against bicycling.  I'm not

          6   against running.  I'm certainly not against

          7   swimming.  

          8     Okay.  My suggestion is -- and they had no

          9   interest in talking about.  They already made up

         10   their minds -- go down U.S. 42 -- do not go down

         11   U.S. 42.  Go directly down Wolf Pen Branch Road. 

         12   They've already ruined Springdale -- or, not

         13   Springdale.  They've already ruined -- I forgot the

         14   name of the city, that little -- oh, Shadow Wood.  

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Shadow

         16   Wood.

         17           MR. WEINSHENKER:  They've already

         18   ruined Shadow Wood.  Once you get past the

         19   Drummond Estate, which was supposedly owned by

         20   the -- by the state.  The state bought for $8

         21   million.  There's a rumor they sold is again for 4

         22   million.  Don't ask.  I don't understand the

         23   finances.

         24     But supposedly, once you get the past the

         25   Drummond Estate, if you take a look, you'll find
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          1   out there's nothing but mud between there and

          2   then the river, okay, because that's what they've

          3   done in order that they can build the highway, so it

          4   would be no problem with them going that way;

          5   okay?  

          6     If they want to, they could tie it in -- build a

          7   parking lot and tie it into the bridge, where the

          8   bridge is going to have a bicycle/walk path across. 

          9     By the way, understand, there is going to be

         10   no facilities along this, quote, "bike/walk path."  I

         11   don't know about anybody that -- that has kids

         12   that's going to go down a path that has no

         13   bathrooms, no water fountains, no nothing; okay? 

         14   So it's going to be, essentially, a bike path.  Let's

         15   be clear; okay?

         16     What I see happening, the parking lots and

         17   places like Kroger and in other parts of Prospect

         18   will be completely filled with commuter cars as

         19   people come in from wherever so that they can

         20   take and use the bike path to go downtown; okay? 

         21     With no public facilities, there's two choices. 

         22   I assume the police will make sure that they don't

         23   use the second choice, and I don't know if Kroger

         24   will let them use their restrooms as the first

         25   choice; okay?
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          1     Construction, when they do this, is further

          2   going to exacerbate the traffic and the situation

          3   we have with getting out of Prospect currently on

          4   U.S. 42.  It's certainly not going to get better;

          5   okay?

          6     If you want to get the people in Prospect to

          7   the bridge and so forth, my suggestion would be: 

          8   Along River Road, build a 5-foot walk path, okay,

          9   just right on River Road from Timber Ridge down

         10   to where the bridge is.  It isn't that far.

         11     My suggestion is:  If they want -- if you want

         12   to take and -- take [phonetic] and help your

         13   neighbors, I have no problem with it, but I would

         14   suggest they build a bike path down Rose Island

         15   Road or down Covered Bridge, which has a

         16   tremendous number of bicycles.  

         17     If we go ahead with this plan, which,

         18   evidently, I assume has the council's approval

         19   since the council -- a council member ran the

         20   meeting on the 26th, I would hope that the council

         21   members will be rewarded appropriately at the

         22   polls if and when this is started.  Thank you.

         23          MAYOR EVANS:  Well, thank you for your

         24   comments.  To my knowledge, this city council has

         25   absolutely no control over what Metro Government
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          1   does with the Louisville Loop.

          2          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Except that you

          3   had -- Mr. Miles, I believe, had the meeting.  It

          4   was in your paper.  The only people that -- that

          5   were there were people who had already decided

          6   where it was going to go with no input from

          7   Prospect.  Sure.

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Excuse

          9   me. Can I say -- I was there.

         10          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Okay.

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  And -- 

         12          MR. WEINSHENKER:  I know you were.

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I know. 

         14   And I don't agree with you, but I also don't agree

         15   with them.  

         16     I think that going down 42 -- and this is my

         17   own personal opinion.  It has nothing to do with

         18   anybody else.  I think going down 42 and across

         19   Timber Ridge is stupid, because when they talk

         20   about the type of people who would use this, it is

         21   what you said.  It's not bikers, real bikers.  Real

         22   bikers are not going to want to go on this kind of

         23   path.  

         24     It -- they use mothers with prams.  And I

         25   personally don't think any mother with a pram is
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          1   going to want to go along 42. 

          2     Now, I do know that they are exploring other

          3   options that would not put them along roadways. 

          4   Where that will go, I can't begin to tell you, but I

          5   have been as outspoken with my opinions as you

          6   have been.  And I think we need to keep doing

          7   that.  That's my -- 

          8          MR. WEINSHENKER:  I -- 

          9          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  --

         10   personal opinion.

         11          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- I would

         12   appreciate it if it was -- if it was done.  I got the --

         13   the impression, because the engineer from the

         14   Parks De -- Department, if you remember, stood up

         15   at the meeting and said "Oh, yeah.  We're going to

         16   be coming in on this, and we're going to go here. 

         17   And then" -- 

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I think

         19   that they -- 

         20          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- "and then when

         21   we hit 42, we're going to" -- 

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I heard -- 

         23          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- "turn."  And 

         24   they -- 

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- they
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          1   were -- 

          2          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- they discussed

          3   how -- that they can run a double pathway down -- 

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's --

          5   that's --

          6   ` `    MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- 42.  

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- what

          8   he -- 

          9          MR. WEINSHENKER:  There was no

         10   discussion any other way.

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I'm -- I --

         12   there was where I was. 

         13          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Where you were;

         14   okay.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  It's --

         16   and I think you need to keep coming to the -- keep

         17   coming to those meetings, and I think we need to

         18   keep talking.

         19          MR. WEINSHENKER:  Well, I'm sending

         20   my comments, obviously, to Don McCann --

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's

         22   good.

         23          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- and -- 

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  That's

         25   good.
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          1          MR. WEINSHENKER:  -- Fischer and a

          2   few others.  Thank you very much.

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  I'd -- I'd

          4   just like to add, also, I attended the meeting and

          5   have been following the development of the

          6   Louisville Loop, as well.  And while we want to be

          7   careful where it goes and how it's put in and all

          8   that good stuff, the overall picture and the overall

          9   intent of the Loop is to connect the entire

         10   community, all of Jefferson County.  

         11     And it improves the quality of life.  There's no

         12   question about that it improves health.  

         13     So -- and -- and I think there are a lot of

         14   people in Prospect who would like for it to be

         15   connected -- like for Prospect to be connected to

         16   the Louisville Loop and -- so that we have access

         17   to the bridge, and if we want to bicycle downtown,

         18   we can do that.  

         19     But I agree, you -- you want to do it in a way

         20   that it doesn't clutter up the roads that we already

         21   have, because there are times when bicyclists are

         22   slowing everybody down and the traffic backs up. 

         23   It's not a safe situation.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Well, the

         25   bicyclists on -- on River Road are still going to
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          1   slow everybody down.  Those big groups of 20 

          2   to 40 people are not going to take this path.  

          3     And that has come across loud and clear in

          4   these meeting.  This isn't the type of biker that

          5   this particular thing is for. 

          6     It's -- I keep saying because at the rate

          7   they're going, you need to accommodate electric

          8   wheelchairs, because I think that those are the

          9   kind of people, like me, who are going to be using

         10   it.  But I don't disagree with your concerns.  I

         11   really. as you can tell, don't.

         12          MAYOR EVANS:  Would anybody else like

         13   to address the meeting?  [no audible response]

         14          MAYOR EVANS:  Everybody wants to just

         15   go home?

         16          MAYOR EVANS: Well, I think that can be

         17   arranged.  Is there a motion?

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER SCHMIDT:  So moved.

         19          MAYOR EVANS:  Is there a second?

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER FULCHER:  Second.

         21          MAYOR EVANS:  All in favor of

         22   adjournment, say "aye."

         23          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

         24          MAYOR EVANS:  All opposed?

         25          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no audible
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          1   response]

          2          MAYOR EVANS:  We're adjourned.

          3   [WHEREUPON, the City Council Meeting

          4   concludes at 8:05 p.m.]

          5   .

          6   .

          7   .

          8   .

          9   .

         10   .

         11   .

         12   .

         13   .

         14   .

         15   .

         16   .

         17   .

         18   .

         19   .

         20   .

         21   .

         22   .

         23   .

         24   .

         25   .                            
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          1                     C A P T I O N

          2          The Meeting in the matter, on the date,

          3   and at the time and place set out on the title page

          4   hereof.

          5          It was requested that the Hearing be

          6   taken by the reporter and that same be reduced to

          7   typewritten form.

          8   .

          9   . 

         10   .

         11   .

         12   .

         13   .

         14   .

         15   .

         16   .

         17   .

         18   .

         19   .

         20   .

         21   .

         22   .

         23   .

         24   .

         25   .
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          1                CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

          2   STATE OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE:

          3     I, BARBIE A. HENNESSEY, Notary Public

          4   for the State of Kentucky at Large, do hereby

          5   certify that the foregoing was reported by

          6   stenographic and mechanical means, which matter

          7   was held on the date, and at the time and place

          8   set out in the caption hereof and that the

          9   foregoing constitutes a true and accurate

         10   transcript of same.

         11     I further certify that I am not related to any of

         12   the parties, nor am I an employee of or related to

         13   any of the attorneys representing the parties, and

         14   I have no financial interest in the outcome of this

         15   matter.

         16     GIVEN under my hand and Notarial seal this 

         17   _______ day of __________________, 2015.

         18   .

         19   My Commission Expires:          Notary Public

         20   .

         21   JANUARY 2, 2017  _____________________.

         22   .

         23   Notary ID: 480672

         24   .

         25   . 
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