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  1               CITY OF PROSPECT, KENTUCKY

  2                  CITY COUNCIL MEETING

  3                     JUNE 18, 2012

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Welcome, everyone.

  5   We are called to order for the June 18th regular

  6   meeting -- regular monthly meeting of the Ci --

  7   Prospect City Council.

  8     We have a relatively short agenda tonight, I

  9   believe.  And the -- there are a second reading for

 10   the three traditional budget ordinances, and we

 11   have a first reading for an ordinance which will

 12   comp -- which will bring us into compliance with

 13   state law with regarding -- regarding the eligibil --

 14   the age eligibility to hold the office of mayor and

 15   city council member.

 16     And I will take the first ite -- agenda item,

 17   approval of the minutes of the May 21st meeting.

 18   Those were di -- distributed this morning.  And I

 19   will entertain a motion that they be accepted.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So moved.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Second.

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Ertel second.

 24     Any discussion?

 25          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
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  1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, we --

  2   please indicate in favor by saying "aye."

  3          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  And opposed by "no."

  5          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

  6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  And that's on

  7   a -- an nan -- unanimous on a voice vote.

  8     I'm very pleased to have our special order.

  9   As you know, the office of police lieutenant who

 10   with -- with -- which is the second in command

 11   behind the police chief, which pretty much means

 12   that you are on the late shift.

 13     And we have -- we -- we've conducted several

 14   interview -- or several days of interviews.  And I'm

 15   very, very pleased that James Todd Shaw, and he

 16   goes by "Todd," is -- is joining us.  He's a native

 17   of Caneyville.  And if you go out Western Kentucky

 18   Parkway, there is an exit there so that --

 19          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  A little spot in the

 20   road.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.  In

 22   Grayson County.

 23     He has a -- a bachelor's of science degree in

 24   police administration from Eastern Kentucky

 25   University; 5 years as a -- well, a police officer
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  1   with the City of Huntsville, Alabama; and a stint

  2   with the Kentucky State Police; and the last 14

  3   years -- you started with Jefferson County Police;

  4   right?

  5          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  That is correct.

  6          MAYOR EBERLE:  And then after a

  7   merger, Todd became an officer with the LMPD.

  8   He has extensive command experience.

  9     And I just wanted to introduce him.  And he

 10   says he's going to sing.

 11          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  That might run

 12   everybody off, but. . .

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  But. . .

 14          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Yeah.  Very happy

 15   to be here.  I've -- this is my second -- or third

 16   Monday, so this is the beginning of my third week.

 17     I've met several folks in the community so far,

 18   and traveled a lot of the little roads and the little

 19   hiding places, like the sewer plant and some of the

 20   parks and things like that, so. . .

 21     I used to ride Adam District, which is now the

 22   8th Division of the old County Police, and so I was

 23   somewhat familiar with this area because of Hays

 24   Kennedy Park and us covering areas that weren't

 25   in the City of Prospect proper.  So I wa -- I had
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  1   some familiarities, and I'm just kind of -- kind of

  2   refreshing my memory out here.

  3     So, if you see me out, throw something at me;

  4   stop me; say "Hi."  Be glad to. . .  Evenings is

  5   most of the time I'll be working, 6 to 2, somewhere

  6   around in there, so. . .

  7     I noticed the other night -- I forgot to tell the

  8   major or tell the chief, I noticed the other night

  9   when I was leaving the office here that we have a

 10   gang problem.

 11     Yeah.  I called my mom.  I said -- she said,

 12   "What's going on today?"

 13     I said, "Oh, we had a gang problem

 14   yesterday."

 15     And she goes, "What is it?"

 16     I said, "There were about 15 deer in the park

 17   right" --

 18   [laughter]

 19          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- "the office."

 20     She goes, "That's a herd; that's not a gang."

 21     I said, "Okay."

 22     So, very glad to be here.  So all you've got to

 23   do is -- is stop me, flag me down, call me, do

 24   whatever you need, and I'll respond back to you.

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Glad to have
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  1   you on board.

  2          MR. SPEAKER:  Great.

  3          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Glad to be here.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

  5   [applause]

  6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.  And Todd has, as

  7   he says, been here for a couple of weeks so far,

  8   so -- and he's fit in very well.  And I think you will

  9   enjoy getting to know him.  And again, he is the

 10   second -- he is in -- in command, roughly, from --

 11   roughly in the later shifts coming in about 6:00

 12   and staying until 2.  So the night watchman.

 13          MR. SPEAKER:  That's right.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Mayor's Report.  I will

 15   be as brief as possible, although we do have some

 16   things to go over.

 17     The current fiscal year financial update, we

 18   have received 93.8% of budgeted revenue so far

 19   this year.  And again, this is at the end of 11

 20   months.  And 86.7% of expenditures have been

 21   disbursed.  And it look like we're well on our way

 22   to being able to meet the projected reserve level

 23   of 50,400 and maybe exceed that after the audit.

 24   So we're finally turning things around where we

 25   are adding money rather than drawing on reserves
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  1   or the rainy day fund.  So that looks bright.

  2     4th of July celebration.  Alan, again, is

  3   chairing it.  He's going to be the Grand Marshal of

  4   the parade this year.  We have -- and I think we

  5   have posters on the back, but, obviously, there's

  6   no question about the date.  It is the 19th.  The

  7   fireworks have returned and we'll have mainly the

  8   schedule that we have had every year for the

  9   past --

 10          MS. SPEAKER:  19.

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  20 years.

 12          MS. SIMON:  19.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- 20 years, yeah --

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  22 years.

 15          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- except for last year

 16   when we -- when we did it in the afternoon, so. . .

 17          MS. SPEAKER:  It's the 19th?  Did you

 18   say the 19th?

 19          MR. SPEAKER:  The 19th?

 20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Pardon?

 21          MS. SPEAKER:  What's the date of the

 22   fireworks?

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  It's the 19th annual.

 24          MR. SPEAKER:  Oh.

 25          MS. SPEAKER:  Oh.
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  1   [laughter]

  2          MS. SPEAKER:  We went, "Oh."

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  I said, "There was no

  4   que" -- yeah.  There's no question about the date

  5   of the 4th.

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And since

  7   I'm the Grand Marshal, I'm going to be in charge of

  8   the weather this year.

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So, if it's

 11   bad weather, you can blame me.  Usually it's on

 12   him.  So I get it this year, so. . .

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Our Code Enforcement

 14   Board is -- has a meeting scheduled for this

 15   month.  They do not meet every month, but we've

 16   had some tall grass situations, which we have

 17   every year about this time, and we have been

 18   successful in getting voluntary compliance.

 19     Although one of them took so long that we

 20   issued a citation.  So that will -- that will be

 21   heard.  And I believe Chief Sherrard may have

 22   something more on that.  And I think it's 27th of

 23   this month is the Code Enforcement Board

 24   meeting.

 25     Forestation Board Update.  I see Chair Lee
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  1   Tucci in the audience.  The Forestation Board has

  2   voted to remove the large beech tree that's at the

  3   entrance to Hunting Creek Subdivision.  For many

  4   years that was a signature tree.  It's been

  5   declining in -- in recent years.  We had it trimmed,

  6   what, Lee, two years ago?

  7          MR. TUCCI:  Two years ago.

  8          MAYOR EBERLE:  And it's -- it -- it's

  9   really on its way out.  So -- and I think Lee might

 10   have mentioned that.  But we will -- we will be

 11   taking that beech tree out.  We have three bids on

 12   it right now.  And since it's a removal, we will

 13   likely take the lowest bid.

 14     And we -- the board is working on replacing

 15   the tree to be planted in the fall, so. . .

 16     We're also be -- we -- we are working on

 17   Hunting Creek Boulevard and Little Hunting Creek

 18   Park with some planned tree plantings.

 19     Lee, is there anything else that we need to. . .

 20          MR. TUCCI:  We're starting a -- a

 21   re-inventory of our street median --

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Oh.

 23          MR. TUCCI:  -- trees.

 24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

 25          MR. TUCCI:  We have something like
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  1   1700 street median trees, which we extensively

  2   surveyed in 2008, getting the location, species,

  3   diameter, and health of those trees.

  4     We did a quick survey in 2010 because of ice

  5   storm damage.

  6     And this year, this summer, starting basically

  7   right now, through the next few weeks, we're just

  8   assessing for any changes, any significant

  9   problems that are observed with trees, any new

 10   additions or missing trees that aren't on our -- on

 11   our inventory.

 12     We have several volunteers working on this.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  And if anyone would

 14   like to volunteer for the -- for the re-inventory of

 15   the trees, just contact Lee --

 16          MR. TUCCI:  Just -- just call --

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- or --

 18          MR. TUCCI:  -- just call me.

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- City Hall.  We really

 20   appreciate the volunteer work of the Forestation

 21   Board.

 22     Speaking of volunteer work, Parks and

 23   Recreation Advisory Committee held their Trails

 24   Open House on June 2nd, which also coincided with

 25   National Trails Day.  We had -- and -- and Chair
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  1   Linda Wardell is here.  We had well over 70, didn't

  2   we, people that wen -- went through that day?  It

  3   was a -- it was -- the weather was fantastic.

  4     I don't know who was in charge of that, Linda.

  5   It might've been you.

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  She was.

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  And this last --

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Maybe she

  9   should co-chair the 4th of July for you.

 10   [laughter]

 11          MAYOR EBERLE:  And I haven't been out

 12   to see them because they were just put in

 13   yesterday, right, Linda?

 14     We have some new trail benches from Eagle

 15   Scout projects.  I believe five benches were put in.

 16     Linda, do you have anything else or. . .

 17          MS. WARDELL:  Yeah.  Can I just make a

 18   couple of comments?

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Sure.

 20          MS. WARDELL:  I'm Linda Wardell, 7910

 21   Sutherland Farm Road.

 22     As -- as Todd said, we had 72 people that

 23   walked the trail on National Trail Day.  We also

 24   had 18 wonderful volunteers.  Many of tha -- the

 25   same volunteers that have spent a lot of time
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  1   improving the trails in the park.

  2     And one of the things that I did was ask

  3   everyone, as they were emerging from the hike,

  4   "What was your experience?"

  5     And it was uniformly positive.  Everyone was

  6   just blown away by the natural beauty, by the work

  7   that had been done, and the fact that now the

  8   citizens of Prospect have the ability to go for a

  9   nice walk in a beautiful wood right near their

 10   homes.  So that was the -- the first thing that

 11   was -- that was just great.

 12     The second thing I'd like to say about the Boy

 13   Scout project is that this is probably -- the Boy

 14   Scout's name is Nick Medley -- probably the

 15   record-breaking Eagle project.  I think he first

 16   spoke to us in March or April.  And often it takes

 17   six to nine months for a scout to initiate a project

 18   and -- and complete it.

 19     And I actually have some pictures I'll pass

 20   around, a couple of pictures of the scouts

 21   fabricating the benches.  They build them, in this

 22   case, at the temple, at the Boy Scout place they've

 23   got there, to sort of put things together and then

 24   they transported them over.  You can tell some of

 25   the benches look a little wet; they got rained on.
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  1   But it didn't dampen their spirits.  And they were

  2   finished by about 1:30 on Sunday afternoon.  And I

  3   went around and looked at every location.  And,

  4   once again, the benches are beautiful.  They're

  5   pretty vandal-proof, if you will, and I think will

  6   make a wonderful edition.

  7     There are two at the trail head at Montero

  8   Drive, one -- if you've walked the Harrod's Creek

  9   Trail, one is just across the first bridge that has a

 10   lovely view of the stream, and then two along

 11   Little Hunting Creek Park near what I guess is

 12   called "the blue pool."  I'm not familiar with that

 13   location -- I mean, I'm not familiar with that name,

 14   but almost everyone I've said, "Near the blue

 15   pool," seems to know what that is, so. . .

 16     Thanks to the Boy Scouts.

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Linda.

 18     Library Committee.  We have taken our book --

 19   or remainders to Half Price Books or. . .

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We have.

 21   And we're receiving, already, donations for the

 22   next sale.  And we have a voluntary already to

 23   work that sale.

 24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Oh.  Good.  So then

 25   that's October 18 and 19?
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  1          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I think

  2   so.

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  I think it is.  Yeah.

  4   So -- and we probably ended up with close to 900

  5   hours?  Well, it was 770 I know --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  And I

  7   think we're roughly --

  8          MAYOR EBERLE:  At the end --

  9          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- at --

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- of the --

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- 1000.

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- sale, so. . .  And

 13   that -- that --

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Because

 15   we had about 100 to start the sale, so. . .

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We're in

 18   good shape.

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Great.  Anything else

 20   on the library?

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Not that

 22   I'm aware of.

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  We did get a

 24   grant for body armor vests.  And I think maybe

 25   Chief Sherrard will address that in a moment here.



Prospect City Council Meeting Date: 6/18/2012

Court Reporting Services, Inc. Page: 15 Case No.:

  1   But we got  a grant from the Kentucky League of

  2   Cities for additional body armor.

  3     Two things I didn't have on the Mayor's Report

  4   listing that went out, (1) because we just recently

  5   accomplished our inspection from -- from FEMA for

  6   our generator.  And Anne was -- was very pleased,

  7   and she worked very hard on that.  Do you have

  8   any -- that --

  9          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  I --

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- was, what, Friday

 11   we did --

 12          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  That was

 13   Friday.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 15          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  I'm just

 16   relieved it's done.

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.  So now we just

 18   have to wait for the reimbursement check.

 19          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  That's

 20   right.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's all we have to

 22   do.  Okay.

 23     And I know many of you were at the Cowley

 24   Park Concert.  Ron Cundiff, who is in the back I

 25   think.  He's probably working on -- on our water
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  1   leak.  I don't know if he's back there.  But at any

  2   rate, we had, roughly, over the course of the --

  3   that Sunday, roughly, 100 people in and out.  And

  4   Ron did a great job.  He made it to the YouTube

  5   video.  I don't know if I -- at any rate, if you're

  6   interested in watching it, just contact City Hall and

  7   we've got the site to it, so we can go ahead and

  8   give you that.

  9     So, that's all I have.  Any questions of myself

 10   and the Mayor's Report?

 11          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  If not, we will move to

 13   Chief Sherrard.

 14          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Okay.  Just

 15   to reiterate, we did receive a -- a grant; it's from

 16   the Kentucky Office of Homeland Security.  That

 17   was for the body armor.  That's to replace five

 18   vests.

 19     That program actually is operated through the

 20   Kentucky State Police, where police departments

 21   throughout the state, when they confiscate

 22   weapons and they turn them into the State Police,

 23   and then it's one central repository.  And as they

 24   get rid of them, whether through the destruction or

 25   whatever, the monies that they make from that
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  1   process, they return to small police departments to

  2   replace body armor, to replace the weapons that

  3   become out of service, things of that nature.  So

  4   it -- they send it back to the people that are

  5   turning guns into them.  So that's a good thing for

  6   us.

  7     Regarding the numbers for the month.

  8   Citations were pretty much the same as they were

  9   in past years, 22 versus 20 last year.

 10     Accidents were down a little bit this month.

 11     Our regular offense reports, it's very

 12   misleading to -- to collect reports from the past.

 13   The way that the crime was being reported here, it

 14   is very misleading.  Because of -- they've always

 15   tracked things as incident reports even though

 16   they might be a crime.

 17     For example, if you're just collecting it,

 18   everything under an incident and call it an incident

 19   report, even though a crime was committed, yeah,

 20   you can actually place somebody under arrest, file

 21   all the charges and everything.  So for the

 22   purposes of clearing the case, somebody can go to

 23   jail, things of that nature.  Yeah, you've done that.

 24   What it doesn't do is it doesn't report the crime to

 25   the FBI; it doesn't show up on crime statistics that
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  1   you've ever had a crime in thi -- in the City of

  2   Prospect; okay?

  3     So what we are doing is, we're in the process

  4   of changing that all over that it's properly

  5   recorded, okay, through the State of Kentucky,

  6   through what's called NIBRS, it's a National

  7   Incident Base Reporting System.

  8     Other police departments throughout the

  9   state, in fact, just about everybody's been doing

 10   that for quite a while.  And we'll do that.  It's a

 11   very simple task.  The offe -- or the accident

 12   report is done that way already.

 13     So this is just a matter of handling your

 14   offense reports the same way.  It's an easy

 15   tracking system.  In fact, it'll be a more accurate

 16   assessment of what's actually going on.  The way

 17   it is now, it could be reported any number of ways,

 18   incident, misdemeanor, or felony.

 19     Right now it's pretty misleading.  In just a

 20   matter of a couple months you'll have a -- a much

 21   better grasp of what's actually going on; okay?

 22     The calls for service were slightly up from the

 23   same reporting period last year, up 15%.  The

 24   officer initiated runs were down 20%.  I would

 25   expect that just because there's one fewer officer



Prospect City Council Meeting Date: 6/18/2012

Court Reporting Services, Inc. Page: 19 Case No.:

  1   at this time this year with Larry Johnson retiring,

  2   so that would -- you would expect to find that.

  3     One of the significant reports was a jewelry

  4   theft from a home that actually was tied into a

  5   contractor.  There has been a suspect named.  It

  6   was one of the people working for the contractor;

  7   suspect's been identified.  They're already working

  8   with the Commonwealth's Attorney's Office and

  9   they're going to seek a direct indictment on that

 10   case.  So they're pretty far along with that one.

 11     A couple of incidents of graffiti in

 12   Bridgepointe.  There hasn't been any repeat of

 13   that same incident or the same tagging of that kind

 14   from that one single night.  They got a couple of

 15   stop signs and then they marked the door on the

 16   clubhouse over there.  That same tag sign has not

 17   been seen since that night in the first part of May.

 18     Another incident we had involved a -- a

 19   nephew that basically stole a credit card and

 20   paycheck from his uncle.  And then he and his

 21   girlfriend went out and rang up $2500 worth of

 22   charges on it and then immediately pawned it.

 23   They went straight from using the card to go to the

 24   pawn shop and get roughly 15% of the value of a

 25   brand new item in the package, brand new item,
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  1   and you get 15%.  So that's -- that's a heck of a

  2   deal.  But anyway, there's warrants outstanding on

  3   those.

  4     So, three DUI arrests at various locations on

  5   various evenings.

  6     The one code enforcement that the mayor

  7   referred to, that was a -- a repeated incident of --

  8   of high grass on Wythe Hill Circle.  It's been a

  9   repeated offender.  We did issue a citation.  The

 10   one difficulty with that one is the property owner

 11   is now in Florida.  So it was a case of sending a

 12   certified letter and then the thing is forwarded to

 13   the location in Florida.

 14     And that goes before the board on the 27th, so

 15   it's next week that we hear that case.  They did

 16   not respond back from the letter.

 17     And that's all I have at this point.

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Chief, are --

 19   I know you mentioned that Officer Larry Johnson is

 20   retired.

 21          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Correct.

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Are we

 23   looking for a replacement or what's the status of

 24   that?

 25          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  We're
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  1   looking to replace him with part-time officers, two

  2   part-time officers to come in.  It does offer us

  3   more flexibility in scheduling to do it that way, and

  4   it would be much cheaper for the city because you

  5   don't have to pay the -- the same benefit packet,

  6   you wouldn't have to pay into the retirement

  7   system, you know, at the healthy rate.  And so it

  8   would be much cheaper for the city and would offer

  9   us much more flexibility in terms of scheduling.

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Okay.

 11   Thank you.

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  And, I don't know, I

 13   think it's safe to say that Larry Johnson will -- will

 14   likely be one of those.

 15          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  He would be

 16   interested in coming back.

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  So, yeah.

 18          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  On a -- on a

 19   very limited part-time --

 20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 21          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- basis.

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  He can -- he -- he --

 23   he has a cap on how much he can earn.  So --

 24   but -- in fact, Larry has returned.

 25          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  He's
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  1   came -- he's volunteered and --

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  He has --

  3          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- came

  4   back --

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- volunteered --

  6          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- several

  7   times already on an unpaid basis.

  8          MAYOR EBERLE:  He's come back a

  9   couple of times without pay, so. . .

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Larry's been

 11   around a long --

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  He has.

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- time.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other questions of

 15   Chief Sherrard?  Comments on the police report?

 16          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  I will note, in the back

 18   of your binders, of the council binders, there are

 19   two police-related items.  One commending Officer

 20   Harold Proffitt and Mike Thomas and then also an

 21   e-mail that we received -- the chief received from

 22   John Clark, who is the president of the Sutherland

 23   Homeowner's Association, thanking the police

 24   department for their community support during

 25   their -- their neighborhood yard sale.  I think -- I
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  1   think they had a neighborhood wide yard sale.  So

  2   it says they were very cordial.

  3     So I appreciate the work of the police

  4   department, not only in -- in law enforcement

  5   areas but also in -- in community policing and --

  6   and code enforcement, that type of this thing.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I think what

  8   we just heard about Larry Johnson is sort of --

  9   illustrates the -- the loyalty that city employees

 10   have to the city.  And that's -- that's a really

 11   valuable thing to -- to have earned their loyalty

 12   and retained it is -- is -- is good thing.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  It is.

 14     The next -- next agenda item, comments from

 15   citizens and the public.  And would -- if you have

 16   comments that you would like to make, if you

 17   would come to the podium and state your name so

 18   that Ms. Strijek can have it for the record.

 19     Name -- name and address.

 20          MS. GLAZER:  My name is Susan Glazer;

 21   I'm a homeowner at 8310 Star Point Court in Little

 22   Hunting Creek.  And I'm here on behalf of myself,

 23   my husband, and several of our neighbors on Star

 24   Point Court.

 25     With a thank you to Linda Wardell for
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  1   spearheading the Harrod's Creek Park project.  But

  2   along with a wonderful thing come a lot of

  3   questions from us because our properties back up

  4   to the hiking area.  And we have some -- a list of

  5   concerns, some regarding the trails and the MSD

  6   project, which is already in progress.

  7     So I don't know how would you like me to

  8   proceed but to read the questions and then I would

  9   like to submit them to be included in the minutes

 10   for this meeting.

 11          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Sure.

 12          MS. GLAZER:  Regarding the MSD prep,

 13   and I'm -- I'm just going to go through them and

 14   you-all can stop me or -- and answer questions or

 15   how ever you want to do it.

 16     Regarding the MSD project.  Is the City of

 17   Prospect working with the Army Corps of Engineers

 18   on future plans for such things as a boat dock and

 19   a parking lot?  We've heard a lot of things.  We

 20   don't know.

 21     How will the extension of work being

 22   conducted 1500 feet from the blue herons nesting

 23   area be enforced?

 24     How does the City Council going to work with

 25   MSD to ensure that no wildlife or vegetation are
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  1   harmed during the project?

  2     And should any homeowners' property be

  3   damaged during this project, how will the City

  4   Council work with MSD to make sure that those

  5   homeowners' properties are returned to normal?

  6     And then regarding Harrod's Creek Park, my

  7   list of questions is significantly longer.

  8     We would like to know if there are plans for

  9   future trails in the Harrod's Creek area; if so, who

 10   is planning them?

 11     Will there be public input regarding the plans?

 12     Will there be public hearings?

 13     And how will these plans will be financed?

 14     What steps will be taken to protect residents

 15   whose homes and property are adjacent to the

 16   park?

 17     Will there be city-sponsored signage,

 18   increased police patrols?

 19     How soon may we expect appropriate signage

 20   of the trail head?

 21     Will permanent signs be posted along the

 22   trails?

 23     Some of these questions have been -- already

 24   been answered in the Mayor Eberle's letter to me.

 25     Will pets be allowed?
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  1     Will vehicles, bicycles, and motorbikes be

  2   allowed?

  3     Will swimming in Harrod's Creek be permitted?

  4     Will alcoholic beverages be permitted?

  5     Will weapons be allowed, including firearms

  6   and bows and arrows?

  7     And then among the questions we have:  Will

  8   there be an -- for hiker's sake, will there be an

  9   emergency call system for people who have been

 10   injured, for people who may be attacked or

 11   stalked?

 12     Will access to the Pu -- to the parks, both the

 13   Putney Pond area and Harrod's Creek, be limited

 14   to numbers of people during times of drought or

 15   flooding or at night?

 16     Does the City of Prospect have liability

 17   insurance; and, if so, how does that impact any

 18   claims filed against the city for injuries or -- in --

 19   incurred on the trails?

 20     How will the parks be maintained beyond -- if

 21   they're -- plans to be on [phonetic] volunteers

 22   doing trash pick up?

 23     How will the wildlife, plants, and trees be

 24   protected?

 25     And how will all of the rules be enforced?
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  1     And I would like to submit these questions for

  2   the minutes.  Thank you.

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  We do have answers to

  4   tho -- I -- I -- I don't know if we want -- I -- I did

  5   respond to your earlier e-mails.  And if you want, I

  6   can -- we can go point by point on -- on some of

  7   those.  I was -- I was trying to write them down as

  8   you went through them, but I think I lost track,

  9   so. . .

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I can answer

 11   one of them.  Because I -- I got a letter here --

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- from --

 14   from -- from Stuart, since he has to be out of town.

 15     He said:  [reads] When negotiating the

 16   easement with MSD, I didn't ensure that MSD

 17   would work with the state wildlife agency to ensure

 18   that their construction, which will involve lots of

 19   heavy equipment will not disturb the herons.  They

 20   have met with state agencies and are going to

 21   adjust their construction schedule as not to disturb

 22   the heroins -- herons.

 23     So that he thought that they've already been

 24   in contact with state agencies over this.  So we've

 25   got the state agencies involved with that.
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  1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  I will try to

  2   and -- and maybe Stuart Miles,  who's the council

  3   liaison to Parks and Recreation, who -- and

  4   Stuart's not able to be here tonight, but he may --

  5   we -- we can get these to him.

  6     I can -- I'll -- I'll try to go through quickly, on

  7   the MSD, I -- I -- we are not working with the

  8   Corps of Engineers.  But there is -- when -- when

  9   MSD will be taking their sewer plant offline, as

 10   we've talked about before, we will have a  paddling

 11   access -- the city plans to have paddling access in

 12   there.  And they will leave -- they will take the

 13   sewer plant itself out and that will be leveled out,

 14   which would provide a place for parking.

 15     Restriction of work from 1500 feet from the

 16   blue herons nest.  Be -- I don't know how -- how

 17   close we are, 1500 feet.  I'm not sure.

 18          MS. SPEAKER:  300 feet.

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  But they have had the

 20   Fish and Wildlife down there and they're -- I know

 21   MSD is working with them.

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And they're

 23   also planning their construction so that it will

 24   not -- not only will it not occur during the time that

 25   the birds are nesting, it won't interfere with their
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  1   pre-nesting love life either, so. . .

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.  Yeah.  Right.

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  There's --

  4   there's --

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  They are --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- a -- a nice

  7   little window in there for them to sort of get it all

  8   together and hatch the birds.  And then after that,

  9   in that other interval when the birds have

 10   scattered and it's no longer a rookery, then MSD

 11   will be doing the work in that would be in that

 12   sensitive area.

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Stuart and

 14   Ms. Wardell met with a Mr. Waldman, and Mr.

 15   Waldman is in charge of the Olmsted Conservory

 16   [sic].  He's the guy that takes care of all the parks

 17   in the city.  He's been through the property.

 18     It says:  [reads] We also talked with Mr.

 19   Waltman [sic] about the -- the heron rockery [sic]

 20   that is in the park.  He told us that the trail that

 21   goes down the creek, which is hundreds of feets

 22   [sic] away from the rookery does not pose any

 23   threat to it.  Again, this trail has been there for

 24   years with people walking on it regularly.  If the

 25   herons had been dis -- disturbed by this trail, they
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  1   wouldn't be there now.

  2          MS. SPEAKER:  But not all these people.

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  Then the -- the next

  4   one is whether wildlife or vegetation will be

  5   harmed during the M -- MSD prode -- project.

  6   They will be --  they're easement allows them to

  7   clear vegetation.  And -- and we've talked about

  8   that in the past.  And I -- and I -- I'm -- I'm sure in

  9   clearing the vegetation and the trees to that lower

 10   spot there will be wildlife that will be displaced.

 11     We do have $37,000 that is -- that is going to

 12   be placed in the allocated, not unallocated,

 13   reserves for the restoration of the -- the trees that

 14   will be taken out.

 15     How will City Council work to ensure

 16   homeowners property is returned to normal after

 17   MSD is finished with the project?  If there are

 18   ho -- if there's private property disturbed, I -- I --

 19   I feel sure that MSD will -- will restore that.

 20     I did ask the chief engineer, Steve Emily, to --

 21   to -- to attend tonight.  He had a conflict, but he

 22   did say that he would be able to come at the July

 23   meeting, so. . .

 24     Harrod's Creek Park.  Future trails in the

 25   Ha -- Harrod's Creek Park area, we may -- we --
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  1   the Parks and -- and Recreations Committee is

  2   maybe planning, I -- I -- I haven't seen specific

  3   plans with regards to future trails that would be on

  4   city property.

  5     Right now, the -- the -- the only thing we have

  6   are the -- what we call the "upper" and the "lower"

  7   trail, which provide a -- a loop.  And I think the --

  8   it would be the Parks and Recreation Committee

  9   that would be -- would be talking about where

 10   those trails might be.  I don't know whether they

 11   have any public hearings planned, but they -- but

 12   their meetings are open to the public.

 13     Steps taken to protect residents' homes and

 14   pop -- property are adjacent to the park and

 15   signage and -- and prolice -- police patrols.  We

 16   have put up signage.  And again, I think Stuart

 17   Miles could tell you exactly where that signing --

 18   signage is, talking about where private property

 19   begins and where public property -- where the

 20   boundaries are.

 21     Increased police patrols.  We will -- once we

 22   are able to, probably after -- especially after the

 23   sewer plant is taken offline, we'll have better

 24   access down to that area and would -- I would

 25   imagine that we would be able to have increased
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  1   police patrols.  I know. . .

  2     Actually, Lieutenant Shaw, didn't -- didn't --

  3   weren't you taken on a tour?

  4          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  I was.

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Okay.

  6          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Friday night we

  7   went down.

  8          MAYOR EBERLE:  And -- right.

  9     We also have emergen -- we've -- we've had

 10   the fire department and EMS take tours there as

 11   well.

 12     Rules will be posted.  Yes, we do have rules.

 13   And the -- I think the Parks and Recreations

 14   Committee will be considering those rules and

 15   maybe expanding those rules at -- at their next

 16   meeting.  And we do have a draft, if -- if -- if -- if

 17   someone would wa -- like to look at what those

 18   rules are now.

 19     They're essentially the same as with all parks

 20   and natural areas, which is posted on the back of

 21   the -- the -- the summary is posted -- or the rules

 22   is posted on the back of the parks brochure.

 23   The -- the rules for Harrod's Creek Park will

 24   essentially be the same as for Putney Pond and --

 25   and Woodlands.
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  1     Will be pets -- will pets be allowed?  Only on

  2   leash.

  3     Will vehicles and bicycles and motorbikes be

  4   allowed?  No.

  5     Will swimming in Harrod's Creek be permitted?

  6   I don't know that we're going to patrol Harrod's

  7   Creek, but we are -- and we haven't --

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Some of

  9   those areas are --

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- prohibited --

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- so narrow,

 12   you couldn't swim in them if you wanted to.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  I mean, it --

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You may

 15   wade in it, but you're not going to swim in it.

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Will alcoholic

 17   beverages be permitted?  That's a violation of the

 18   rules, as drafted.

 19     Will weapons be allowed, in -- including

 20   firearms and bows and arrows?  That is a violation

 21   of Prospect City ordinances.

 22     Will there be an emergency call system?  And

 23   now, if you're talking about call boxes, I'm not

 24   aware of -- of any established system that -- that's

 25   being planned.
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  1          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Cell phones

  2   should take care of that.

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, yeah.  Cell

  4   phones to 228-COPS, I would guess would be

  5   the --

  6          MR. SPEAKER:  I would think 911.

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Or 911; right.

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Right.

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Access to the parks be

 10   limited?  I mean, there's not a -- in my -- in my

 11   understanding, there's -- there's not a -- a limit on

 12   the number of people that could be in the park.

 13   Although that could be considered.  At night, the

 14   parks -- the rules are that the park is open during

 15   daylight hours, so that would not include the night.

 16     Yes, the City of Prospect has liability

 17   insurance and our insurers are aware of -- of --

 18   of -- of the park.

 19     How will the parks be maintained?  There is a

 20   trash pick up.  There's --  there's a trash container

 21   at the trail head at the entrance to the park, and

 22   the rules encourage everyone using the park not to

 23   put trash in -- along the trails, and if they see

 24   trash on the trails, the rules, as drafted so far,

 25   ask them to pack it out, which I think most of the
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  1   people that are -- that are there using that will be

  2   disposed to that.

  3     How will wildlife be protected?  The only thing

  4   that -- the only protection would be that there

  5   would be no hunting allowed.  And the rules are to

  6   stay on the main -- on the trails.

  7     How will plants and trees be protected?  Much

  8   in the same way that we -- we need to stay on the

  9   trails.  Now, occasionally, there is a tree that falls

 10   across the trail and we would cut those.  But other

 11   than that, plan, no.

 12          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Well, you-all

 13   had a -- you-all had a -- a -- the -- where you went

 14   back there and took some aggressive species out,

 15   too, didn't you?

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And the

 18   trails were --

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  We are re --

 20   removing --

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  The trails

 22   will allow us to access that property?

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.  I --

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  And how will the rules
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  1   be enforced, this last one?  And that -- that would

  2   be any -- any rules that we have or ordinance

  3   that -- ordinances that would be violated would

  4   either be handled by the -- the police or -- or the

  5   Code -- and the Code Enforcement Board.

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I -- just

  7   one -- one more paragraph from Stuart.  It says:

  8   [reads] I do think we should work with the

  9   residents of Star Point Court to deal with issue of

 10   people cutting through their yards to access the

 11   park.

 12     Apparently there was a trail from one property

 13   owner's house down to the woods.  I had to block

 14   that trail leading to their yards at both ends and

 15   put up signs informing people that it was not the

 16   Harrod's Creek Trail and that only the entrance to

 17   the park was Montero Drive trail head.

 18     I have recently checked these blockades and

 19   they have -- and the signs are intact.  I have

 20   talked with Ron Cundiff about putting up more

 21   formal city signs.  I have also spoke to our police

 22   department lieutenant about having the police

 23   random patrol parks -- of the park.  I've also put

 24   up new signs at the trail head informing people

 25   that bikes, horses, motorized vehicles, were not
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  1   allowed on the trail.  There are numerous signs

  2   along the trail telling people to stay on the marked

  3   trail.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  I think the improved

  5   trails will allow us an avenue to en -- enforce the

  6   rules better than we have in the past.  We -- the

  7   trails have been there for a long time, started

  8   probably as deer trails.

  9     And I became alarmed, and I know many other

 10   people, especially in the Star Port -- Star Point

 11   Court area, with -- with hunting in there and also

 12   with ATVs going through there.  So, hopefully,

 13   now, with nature lovers on the trail rather than

 14   deer hunters, we will have a -- a more --

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  The other --

 16   the other -- the other -- the other thing I think is

 17   important is, is that the way the trails were before,

 18   it encouraged young people to use the trails

 19   because the older people, like myself, couldn't

 20   climb over all that stuff.

 21     So now -- what we've done now, we've

 22   widened trails, made it easier to walk, encouraging

 23   more people to go in who are -- I don't know the

 24   word here [phonetic], but who are older, who

 25   couldn't -- couldn't -- couldn't do those trails
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  1   earlier.  So now we've got elderly people on the

  2   trails rather than just young children or young kids

  3   back there.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

  5          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And so I

  6   think that makes it safer back there that is

  7   accessible now to adults rather than just children.

  8          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  I did see a lot

  9   of families at -- at the open house.  And -- and

 10   some people that we weren't sure that were going

 11   to make it all the way back on the -- on the loop.

 12     In fact, talking about cell phones, at the -- at

 13   the welcoming table we had, I think it was Cathy

 14   Wallace down there with her cell phone, so that if

 15   we needed to -- to get a car in to help someone

 16   get out.  We -- but we didn't have to do that,

 17   so. . .

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Linda, have

 19   we missed any points?

 20          MS. WARDELL:  I think you're doing a

 21   good job.

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Again, Stuart Miles,

 23   who's the liaison to the Parks and Recreations

 24   Committee, is not here tonight.  He should be here

 25   at the July meeting.
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  1     And we will try to assure that a representative

  2   from MSD is also here at the July meeting, so. . .

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I think the

  4   better the trail, the -- the better the adjoining

  5   areas are protected.  You're not tempted to

  6   bushwhack your way when there's this nice path of

  7   least resistance that -- switch back that will get

  8   you up and down the -- the steeper areas and so

  9   forth.  So -- so trails actually tend to protect

 10   rather than to destroy the -- the basic area that

 11   you're interested in protecting.

 12          MR. SPEAKER:  May I say one thing?

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, if -- if you -- if

 14   you want to address --

 15          MR. SPEAKER:  I'll -- I'll --

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- at least --

 17          MR. SPEAKER:  I'll do --

 18          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- come to the podium.

 19          MR. SPEAKER:  -- address you next --

 20   in -- in -- in July.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Okay.

 22          MR. SPEAKER:  I will comment --

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Any -- and

 24   any -- any other comments?

 25          MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.
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  1          MS. EMBRY:  Hi.  My name is Carolyn

  2   Embry; I'm a resident of Hunting Creek, living on

  3   Weyanoke Court.

  4     And I'm here tonight in support of the Hunting

  5   Creek Trails.  I have spoken to you before and

  6   expressed my appreciation, so I won't belabor the

  7   point.

  8     But I just did want to add to Linda Wardell's

  9   report by pointing out what -- what she's so

 10   eloquently stated, and that is, that this trail

 11   project has engaged so many residents and people

 12   in establishing the trails and maintaining them,

 13   from the Boy Scouts to countless number of

 14   citizens who have given of their volunteer time to

 15   members of the council, and the result is a

 16   gemstone of this community, in -- in my opinion.

 17   Just a real treasure for us.

 18     And, you know, with ga -- gas prices what they

 19   are today, we may think before we drive to Red

 20   River Gorge or even to Bernheim Forest.  But when

 21   we have this lovely trail, both of the trails, right

 22   here in our community, we can be there in seven

 23   minutes from our front door and that's walking.  So

 24   we consider this just a real asset to our community

 25   and thank you for them and for all the work that
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  1   you've done and -- and your support of the trails.

  2     And, also, while I have the floor, I'd like to

  3   say that we're also enjoying the summer concerts

  4   so much.  And all these things, I think, are great

  5   enhancements to the quality of life here in our

  6   community.  They draw us out of our homes; they

  7   foster a sense of camaraderie, a sense of

  8   community; they, you know, take us away from the

  9   TV and the computer long enough to meet our

 10   neighbors and to socialize.  So these are all

 11   wonderful things.  The hiking trails, the concerts,

 12   these are all a part of what makes living in

 13   Prospect so special.

 14     So keep doing them -- the good work that

 15   you're doing.  I know that the committees are

 16   certainly going to address the issues that have

 17   been raised and concerns that are legitimate to be

 18   addressed.  But I think by and large these are --

 19   are great things for our community, and we should

 20   celebrate them and be appreciative of them.

 21     Thank you.

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Thank you.

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Mayor, if I

 25   may?  From the article in the paper, and I don't
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  1   know if everybody saw the article, Major Waltman,

  2   who's the project director for Louisville Olmsted

  3   Park Conserve -- Consevantry [sic], he's in charge

  4   of all the parks, quote, "As far as nature's

  5   concerned, I think it stacks up really high,"

  6   Waltman said of the park.  "I was pretty taken back

  7   by the size of the canopy of trees there.  It has

  8   not been logged in a very long time, which you

  9   can -- which you can't say for many other areas.

 10     "You'd have to go to Bernheim Forest to find a

 11   forest like this."

 12     That says it all.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah, that was the

 14   article that was in the -- and -- and actually

 15   there's copies of that article at the back, so if

 16   you -- anybody missed that in the -- in the Courier.

 17   It was in the -- it was in our local neighborhood

 18   section.  It wasn't in the main paper, so. . .

 19     Yes?

 20          MR. KLONDIKE:  My name is Marty

 21   Klondike; I live on the -- Star Point Court at the

 22   end of the cul-de-sac.

 23     And before we talk about Star Point Court, I'd

 24   like to thank each and every one of you for the

 25   fine job you do in Prospect and for the great city



Prospect City Council Meeting Date: 6/18/2012

Court Reporting Services, Inc. Page: 43 Case No.:

  1   we live in.  More than -- more people than just

  2   myself appreciate the work you've done.  And,

  3   also, of course, the police department --

  4          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Thank you.

  5          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- so. . .

  6     I'm not going to beat a dead horse on the Star

  7   Point Court thing.  But I -- at the same time, I

  8   thought it would be interesting to just tell you

  9   what's going on from the standpoint of what I've

 10   seen.

 11     I live right at the back of the -- of the -- the

 12   subdivision.  And we've had numerous people,

 13   sometimes individuals, mostly groups, that will cut

 14   through the yards to get down to the back of the

 15   trail, because apparently the trail ends behind

 16   where we live and you can get up the trail -- I've

 17   never done it myself because I'm not that

 18   interested in it, but I've talked to a couple people

 19   that have -- and you can walk up from the end of

 20   the trail, up into the Star Point Court area and go

 21   through three or four different yards, including

 22   mine.  So people are going through private

 23   property all the time.

 24     In fact, even today, MSD pulled their truck --

 25   not their truck, but a survey truck that they had
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  1   hired, and that's where they entered the property.

  2   In fact, I let them go through the property that I

  3   had to get back there to survey their own things.

  4     So it is a situation where we're seeing more

  5   and more of it.  And I guess the thing we want to

  6   do is just make sure that it's identified so that we

  7   know how to act.  I mean, what do we do?  Do we

  8   accost the people that are going through or do we

  9   call the police every time or what?  You know, I'd

 10   like your recommendations on that.

 11     And hopefully, it -- it'll burn itself out.  But,

 12   quite frankly, there's -- it's -- it's an opening from

 13   the back that is not necessarily all that difficult to

 14   get up.  And so if people are tired, they're going

 15   to -- they're going to probably come up and walk

 16   the streets rather than trying to walk the trail all

 17   the way back to Montero.

 18     We did have a situation the other night where

 19   some kids got lost and came up the trail and came

 20   through our yards with flashlights and so forth

 21   trying to get out.  Nobody got hurt or anything.

 22   But it was a situation where some of these things

 23   do happen.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  It sounds

 25   like the -- it would be easy to put signs on the trail
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  1   saying "Don't go this way."  The difficulty is

  2   somebody starting from the street and going

  3   through your yard.

  4          MS. SPEAKER:  We need --

  5          MR. KLONDIKE:  Yes.

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You know, so

  7   I -- I can easily see the -- the -- the fix for most

  8   people.  There are always going to be people who

  9   look --

 10          MR. KLONDIKE:  Right.

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- at rules

 12   and, you know, just go their way.  But signs at

 13   those points on the trail should stop people from

 14   the shortcut up the hill.  What we need is

 15   something to stop them starting out at your house

 16   rather than ending up at your house in most cases.

 17   Is that -- is that reasonable?

 18          MR. KLONDIKE:  Yes.  Much -- just like

 19   what Alan said, there have been signs put in the

 20   back of our properties that kind of butt up against

 21   our property -- and the -- and the --

 22          MR. SPEAKER:  Mayor?

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  We probably

 24   need more signage.  And -- and if -- you know,

 25   we -- we need to just shut down that trail down.
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  1          MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Completely.

  3          MR. KLONDIKE:  Well, I did --

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And if --

  5          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- check --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- if it's not

  7   there, they can't use it.

  8          MR. KLONDIKE:  I did check on that,

  9   though, and it's a fairly wide area for them to get

 10   up.

 11          MR. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

 12          MR. KLONDIKE:  In fact --

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  But I think

 14   this signage would take care of that.  I don't -- I

 15   don't think the general public in here wants to

 16   trespass or do anything.  Let's put some signs up,

 17   and I think that'll take care of most of the

 18   property.

 19          MR. KLONDIKE:  Okay.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Actually, the

 21   Putney Pond area, the people there are more

 22   accessible than probably you-guys are where you

 23   are because their houses are right there.  And they

 24   really haven't had any problems yet.

 25     So, I think that's new.  I mean, we want to
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  1   address -- I mean, I -- I understand your concerns,

  2   and I don't want people walking through your yard

  3   or my yard who I don't know.  I mean, I live on

  4   Harrod's Creek.  And since they opened up that

  5   canoe and kayak place, I've got tons of people

  6   behind my house on Harrod's Creek that I've never

  7   ever had before.  Tons of them.

  8          MS. SPEAKER:  How do you like it?

  9          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I hear them

 10   talking.  You know, they're having fun.  I'm not

 11   worried about them coming and stealing something

 12   at my house.  It's hard to get a refrigerator into a

 13   canoe.  So, I mean, I'm not really worried about

 14   that.

 15     But, you know -- but, people are going to use

 16   that.  We -- we're in a community that has all

 17   these luscious things, and people are going to use

 18   them.  We just have to let -- people understand

 19   there are rules.  We need to back them up with

 20   rules.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Right.

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  And I think -- I think,

 23   and maybe Linda can confirm, I think Stuart tried

 24   to -- he put actual --

 25          MS. WARDELL:  Both ends.



Prospect City Council Meeting Date: 6/18/2012

Court Reporting Services, Inc. Page: 48 Case No.:

  1          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- an actual barricade

  2   rather than a sign.

  3          MS. WARDELL:  At both ends.

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

  5          MS. WARDELL:  And I saw both ends of

  6   the -- of the barricade.

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  So --

  8          MS. WARDELL:  So. . .

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  And we have increased

 10   the police patrols there.  I know I -- I go by and

 11   Anne -- Anne goes by the -- the Star Point Court

 12   area and also the -- the entrance to the park on

 13   Montero.  So we're trying to monitor what's -- what

 14   the activity is.

 15          MR. KLONDIKE:  The sign that we're

 16   talking about that Stuart put up is about a

 17   10-by-10 sign, and it -- it -- well, it describes very

 18   well what should and shouldn't be done.

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 20          MR. KLONDIKE:  But I think, just like

 21   what somebody here said earlier, it's --  it's one of

 22   those things for -- it's not going to stop people

 23   from going -- going through our yards to get to the

 24   back; it's more or less their answer for --

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Well, if we --
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  1   if we could block them coming from your -- down,

  2   where they can't get --

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  They can't get --

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- they can't

  5   get past there, then they're not going to use that.

  6          MR. KLONDIKE:  Yeah.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So I mean --

  8   we've got to -- we've got to block it at both ends.

  9   And so we'll figure out how we do that.

 10          MR. KLONDIKE:  Okay.  Well, listen,

 11   thank you very much for your time.

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 13          MR. KLONDIKE:  And I appreciate --

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.  We'll

 15   continue to --

 16          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- you-all are doing.

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- work on it.

 18          MR. KLONDIKE:  And --

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  And let us know.

 20          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- appreciate it.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 22          MR. KLONDIKE:  Thank you.

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other --

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Joe in the

 25   back.



Prospect City Council Meeting Date: 6/18/2012

Court Reporting Services, Inc. Page: 50 Case No.:

  1          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- any other

  2   comments?

  3          MR. SPEAKER:  If -- if I could make a --

  4   this point, on what this gentleman is saying.

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, ma'am.

  6          MR. SPEAKER:  It -- it will be work.

  7   Be -- because the only --

  8          MAYOR EBERLE:  Sir, if you're going

  9   to --

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You have

 11   to --

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- if you're --

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- come up --

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- going to -- if you're

 15   going to talk, we have to have one --

 16          MR. SPEAKER:  Am I out of line?

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- one person at a

 18   time.  And -- and --

 19          MR. SPEAKER:  Okay.

 20          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- certainly you will.

 21   So -- but this -- this -- this lady is first.

 22          MS. SPARKS:  I'm Colleen Sparks; I live

 23   at 6500 Gunpowder Lane.

 24     And you-all have been talking about beauty.

 25   I'm here to talk about ugly, so. . .
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  1     I always feel a little show-and-tell is better.

  2   And -- when -- and -- and we have a problem.  But

  3   this could happen to anybody.  My neighbor, she's

  4   a wonderful person, I think, very nice to speak to.

  5   However, as you can see, she doesn't pay a whole

  6   lot of attention to her yard.  This is -- I invite

  7   you-all -- I live at 6500 Gunpowder; she lives at

  8   6410.

  9     I'm sure if you drive up Gunpowder and look

 10   to your right, it's the house that has the very large

 11   bushes across the front.

 12          MS. SPEAKER:  Uh-huh.

 13          MS. SPARKS:  It has some lovely

 14   rickrack halfway across the porch with holes in it.

 15   I think the idea was because they keep the

 16   garbage cans on the front porch.  They have for

 17   many, many years.  The place is quite unkept.

 18     Like, this is not the largest.  I -- I -- this is

 19   sort of a medium height.  And it's next to my

 20   fence.  As you can see, I don't know, Roundup

 21   wouldn't do anything to this.

 22     But what I'm saying is this could happen to

 23   anybody.  Like you were saying, the fa -- place on

 24   Wythe Hill Circle, you send a citation, but how

 25   long does this have to go on?  I would like to see
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  1   this Council or whatever type of -- of -- of

  2   ordinance that would be a speedier solution to

  3   these types of problems.

  4     For example, my husband and I we have no

  5   children, relatives are out of -- out of touch, the

  6   two we have are -- I'm in the sure what shape

  7   they're in.  But, anyway, if I should go first, then

  8   our house could turn into something like this.  Not

  9   that he would mean to do that, but he has

 10   Parkinson's disease.

 11     So how can you address things like this that

 12   happen either on purpose or accidentally and then

 13   resolve them in a speedier and more ti -- or a more

 14   timely manner?  What type of citations?  Does it

 15   need to have a -- have a fine?  Can you impose

 16   that against their property tax?  Something that

 17   would keep this from -- from happening, like, next

 18   to you or -- or you.

 19          MS. SPEAKER:  I wouldn't allow it.

 20          MS. SPARKS:  Well, they probably

 21   wouldn't do it out of the circle [phonetic].

 22          MS. SPEAKER:  That's right.

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  You know, we --

 24          MS. SPARKS:  But --

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- we do have --
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  1          MS. SPARKS:  I mean, you do -- you do

  2   need something.

  3     Like I say, I have nice rapport with them.  I've

  4   talked to the youngest daughter.

  5     Now, they have -- a parent -- a Ruth Boteler

  6   lives there, her son, her two daughters, the two

  7   daughters' four children, and then the two

  8   boyfriends of the two daughters.  So if you add

  9   that up, that's six adults and four children.

 10     Les, who lived in the garage, who I used to be

 11   able get to clean up the place, he moved out.

 12     So it -- it's just a -- it's just a pitiful -- or

 13   almost sad situation.  But other than the fact that

 14   they are:  (1) lowering the property values of mine.

 15     Again, this is a personal thing.  If something

 16   should happen to my husband, with his disease,

 17   and I wanted to sell the house, if you drive in my

 18   driveway, and I invite anybody here, that's why I

 19   gave you-all my address, please, come into my

 20   yard and look over at their yard.  Plea -- stay a

 21   distance away because they tie the one dog to the

 22   tree back there that I showed you that doesn't

 23   have any grass or anything.  And he's -- he's not

 24   very nice.

 25     But, again, I ask that -- that the council can
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  1   consider some way, whoever is in charge of the

  2   citations, to maybe come up with a solution that

  3   would be more timely and stronger so this doesn't

  4   happen to anybody else.

  5     Thank you.

  6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.  We -- we

  7   do have the Code Enforcement.  I -- I know

  8   we've -- there used to be quite a bit of parking in

  9   the yard or --

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yeah.

 11          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- you know, part on

 12   the street and part on the yard at -- at that -- at

 13   that place.  And it has been a declining property

 14   for many years, I think.  I mean, I -- I seem to

 15   remember that it -- that it -- it's been that way

 16   for -- for quite some time.  We can look and -- and

 17   see.

 18     Now, we do when -- when we -- when we

 19   assess fines, we have -- we have to take them to

 20   court and get a -- and get a judgment, and then we

 21   can -- then we can place a lien on the property.  If

 22   they do not pay the fine, we have to wait until they

 23   sell the house.  Which probably wouldn't

 24   disappoint you.  But -- but -- but we -- we do have

 25   ways to -- to get the -- the fines collected.
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  1     And I don't know if -- if Chief Sherrard -- I

  2   know, you -- you -- you're aware of that property?

  3          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  I'm aware of

  4   that piece of property over there, yeah.

  5          MS. SPARKS:  Is there a timeline on

  6   the -- on that, as far as issuing the citation and

  7   then -- or what -- the -- you know, a year -- you

  8   know, months, week -- weeks, months, years; what

  9   is the --

 10          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  They send

 11   them the citation, certified mail, give them a --

 12   a -- a deadline in which to get the property

 13   squared away, and then they go to the following

 14   Code Enforcement Board meeting.

 15          MAYOR EBERLE:  And if they don't show

 16   up, the -- that -- that -- that case is still heard.

 17   And it's just like if you got -- if you've got to have

 18   a speeding ticket and you didn't show up at the

 19   hearing.  So, almost 100% of the time those --

 20   those citations are confirmed.  And then at that

 21   point, then we're -- we're in the collection

 22   process.

 23          MS. SPARKS:  Do I have to register a

 24   complaint to get that started?

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  No.  I mean, that --
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  1   you can.  But if it's -- if it's  observable by the

  2   city, we can initiate it oursel -- an officer can

  3   initiate it.

  4     Herb?

  5          MR. BENCH:  Yeah, Mayor.  I'm Herb

  6   Bench, and I'm Colleen's neighbor on Gunpowder

  7   Lane.

  8     And I want to support what she's has to say.  I

  9   was here at the last meeting.  I talked with the

 10   Chief about this before.  It's time for the city to

 11   act in this situation.  We've got an absolute sewer

 12   up there.  It's an eyesore.  It's a bad part of the

 13   community.  It's something the community has to

 14   do.

 15     Residents should not be subject to this sort of

 16   thing in this community.  And, certainly, there's

 17   action that you, the city, always can take.  I

 18   support calling you because of the neighbor next

 19   door, I feel sorry for her, because her house is

 20   beautiful; she maintains the property.  All of us

 21   maintain our property in -- here in Prospect.  We

 22   should not have to, as citizens, suffer from this

 23   sort of thing because somebody doesn't care about

 24   their property and -- and the property

 25   maintenance.
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  1     I know, Chief, you did a good job with cars.

  2   And I -- hopefully, you will continue to keep an eye

  3   on this property and whatever ordinances can be

  4   enforced to prevent this sort of thing happening in

  5   the future.

  6     I just, again, I want to ask that you, all of you

  7   on the committee here on the -- as the council to

  8   help us do something about this piece of property.

  9   It's really a terrible situation, particularly for us

 10   as neighbors there.

 11     Thank you very much.

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other?

 13     Okay, front?

 14          MR. FULCHER:  Frank Fulcher, Wythe

 15   Hill Circle.

 16     I feel like I'm beating a dead horse here,

 17   because you addressed my concerns, which were

 18   brought up last meeting regarding the property on

 19   Wythe Hill Circle.  In dealing with that, I

 20   appreciate the fact that it's been cut.  It's still got

 21   windrows of hay laying -- laying there.

 22     The ordinance, as I understand it, deals

 23   strictly with seven inches of grass.  If your -- the

 24   height of the grass.  Is -- and -- and I -- I feel the

 25   chief and his officers have a difficult time with
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  1   seven inches of grass.  I -- I asked Anne, kind of a

  2   jest with -- was that seven inches total length or if

  3   it's vertical or if it's laying down; how do you --

  4   how do you -- how do you define or issue a citation

  5   for seven inches of grass?

  6     The other problem is -- it may not be grass.

  7   The -- the -- I sympathize with Ms. Sparks and --

  8   and her bench [phonetic].  Where weeds of

  9   tremendous proportion are all over her property,

 10   cracks in the driveway.

 11     You've seen that, Chief, in that property.

 12     But -- so what I'm asking is, you know,

 13   instead of a seven inches of grass ordinance

 14   violation, I'd like the council to consider looking

 15   at a -- developing an ordinance which deals with

 16   property values.

 17     Now we've spent hundreds of thousands of

 18   dollars upgrading the community through parks and

 19   that type of thing.  And on -- part of that, the -- on

 20   the premise that it increases our property values.

 21   So following through with that thought, something

 22   that decreases property values in a neighborhood,

 23   it should be -- it should be addressed equally.  So

 24   it's difficult to enforce seven inches of grass.  I

 25   mean, when it gets to be a foot and a half, it's
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  1   fine.  But if you have a field full of chickweed that

  2   only gross three inches, it's technically not a

  3   violation, but it's --

  4          MR. SPEAKER:  Right.

  5          MR. FULCHER:  -- a terrible lawn and

  6   it's -- and it -- it affects property.

  7     So, I -- I don't know what the proper

  8   mechanism is, but somebody should be able to

  9   develop an ordinance which is enforceable that

 10   allows the -- allows the chief and his people to

 11   say. . .

 12     The weed that Colleen brought in here is not

 13   unusual in this property.  I mean, and dead fall

 14   from trees is not unusual in this specific property.

 15   But the ordinance doesn't address those issues.

 16   Or broken toilets in the front yard or, you know,

 17   those type of things.

 18     So I think -- I think we need to focus on

 19   property value as opposed to seven inches of

 20   grass, and take a look at that ordinance and think

 21   of property -- property value deterioration issue as

 22   opposed to how long is your grass.

 23     So thank you very much.

 24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Frank.

 25          MR. SPEAKER:  Can I get up?
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  1          MR. SPEAKER:  Do you want to speak on

  2   the same subject?

  3          MS. KLEIER:  Probably not.  I have a

  4   walking trail.

  5          MR. SPEAKER:  Come on up.

  6   [laughter]

  7          MR. SPEAKER:  I'm -- I want to talk

  8   about finances, so. . .

  9          MS. KLEIER:  Okay.  Marilyn Kleier; Star

 10   Point Court.

 11     And I do appreciate everything you-guys do.  I

 12   wouldn't want your job.  But I wonder what the

 13   police department thinks about this walking trail.

 14   This makes their job more difficult.

 15     And, personally, it's a nightmare for the

 16   people on Star Court.  Like, you-guys have been

 17   too nice.  But -- and I'll tell you, Mayor Eberle,

 18   you're wrong about the -- increasing the property

 19   value, because we already have one neighbor

 20   that's fled the court because of the walking trail.

 21   And we've all discussed it, so you're wrong about

 22   property values.

 23     You're wrong about the Herons because I

 24   talked to the biologist that came through.  He said

 25   that there was a restriction that they give -- MSD
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  1   restriction of 400 feet, and they're only at 300

  2   feet, so they're not abiding by the restriction.  And

  3   1500 feet is the restriction they gave them when

  4   the birds are in -- in -- in play.  So, if you abided

  5   by -- I'm -- I'm hoping you'll -- I remember the

  6   term complementary voluntar -- voluntary

  7   compliance.

  8     I'm hoping you will voluntarily comply with the

  9   U.S. Wildlife Service restrictions.  Because it's

 10   not true that you can walk down by -- by the

 11   herons and they don't -- it doesn't bother them.

 12   You can ask my neighbors, you see them all fly out

 13   of the trees and out of the nest when people come

 14   down.  And there's no way -- if they come through

 15   our yards, there's no way to avoid the herons.

 16     And I do appreciate the signs.  But I was

 17   talking about signs in our front yard.  Because we

 18   have people just coming -- one day I was standing

 19   in my backyard working in the garden, and some

 20   kids had gone through, and then the mom comes

 21   through and she's on the cell phone and she's

 22   talking to the kids while I'm just standing there

 23   looking at her.

 24     And then she gets off the phone and she said,

 25   "Well, we always come through this way.  This is
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  1   our easement."

  2     And I said, "Well, this is my backyard."  And

  3   that's how people, they just ignore you.  They just

  4   walk on through.

  5     And I know they walk right by Morty's pool.

  6   So the more people that have -- you know, it's a

  7   nightmare.  It's just -- I feel like this was done for

  8   the public and not for Hunting Creek.  Because we

  9   know where the paths are; we've always used

 10   them.  They've been there forever.  And we have

 11   access to them.  But now you're  inviting the whole

 12   world in.  And that's a nightmare.

 13     Thank you.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  M-hm.  Thank you.

 15     Well, we're certainly not inviting the world

 16   through your front yard.  And a trespass is a

 17   trespass.  We -- and you could put up your own

 18   signs and we can put up signs on -- on our

 19   property and try to block that.  But we'll -- we'll

 20   ke -- we'll -- we'll -- we'll try to monitor that.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  I think if --

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- as much as we can.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  -- if it isn't

 24   addressed, then word of mouth makes more people

 25   come and it can be a problem.
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  1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  I had similar

  3   problem with people walking through my hard, so

  4   you have my sympathy.  But it -- it can be a big

  5   issue if it isn't addressed --

  6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  -- somehow.

  8   We've got to come up with something.

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

 10     Yes?

 11          MR. HANCOCK:  This -- I think I'm the

 12   last one on the trail, I think, so. . .  Mayor, we

 13   met --

 14          THE REPORTER:  Your name --

 15          MR. HANCOCK:  -- about --

 16          THE REPORTER:  -- please?

 17          MR. HANCOCK:  -- a year and a half ago.

 18   I don't --

 19          THE REPORTER:  Your name, please,

 20   sir?  Your name?

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Name?

 22          MR. HANCOCK:  Oh.

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Name and address?

 24          MR. HANCOCK:  Joe -- no, Bob Hancock.

 25     I met you about a year and a half ago, when
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  1   you --

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

  3          MR. HANCOCK:  -- discovered them --

  4   MSD over there --

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  You're the fisherman.

  6          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, I've got -- I'm --

  7   I'm the trailblazer.  Not everybody is a kid going

  8   down there.  I'm one of them.  I might be the only

  9   odd one, but. . .

 10     Can I just ask you-all a question?  I'm

 11   betweener [phonetic] on this trail; okay?  I realize

 12   it's not my backyard, but it really is to a degree.  I

 13   want you-all to treat this like it's your own house.

 14   And how many of you-all are backed up against the

 15   trail?  Could I show --

 16          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I'm backed

 17   up against --

 18          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- Putney

 20   Pond Trail.

 21          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  Okay.  So -- so

 22   you know when something like this happens

 23   quickly, and this thing didn't come quickly to me.

 24   I ran into you, we were talking about that on the

 25   MSD.  I walked with the guys from MSD afterwards.
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  1   I got to know Stuart.  And Stuart was coming one

  2   time from the other side.  The -- my dog and I, we

  3   blazed this thing from about halfway on the top

  4   trail down to the ripples; okay?  And so we did that

  5   ourselves with a si -- with a sickle.  We loved to

  6   do it down there.

  7     Things have changed right now.  And I'm a

  8   realist; okay?  It's your property; the public

  9   deserves to use it.  Making that trail is very easy.

 10   Maintaining that trail the proper way is not.

 11     The police is going to be involved because of

 12   people are coming over and so forth.  We -- we

 13   have people coming over us with -- regularly

 14   through our area.  We've lost one -- one little bitty

 15   chair; okay?  This is going to take -- continue

 16   going on as things go on.

 17     The gentleman at the end of the -- the

 18   street -- I'm -- I'm from Star Par -- Star Point

 19   Court.  The gentleman at the end of the street, the

 20   reason that people are going through his backyard

 21   is there's only one good access, if you fish, and

 22   it's down by the ripples.  Anywhere else, it's 5 to

 23   10 feet high, which it's just too high to fish there.

 24   And really it -- it has a quick drop off.  So you just

 25   going to -- you can't go in in your waders.
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  1     So ev -- I think his numbers are going to go

  2   up when word gets out, "Hey, the way -- only place

  3   you can fish is at the end of this cul-de-sac,"

  4   okay.

  5     So I think that the concept is good.  But really

  6   and truly, putting this thing to bed and making it

  7   work is going to be more difficult than you

  8   gentleman and ladies think it will.  And I think

  9   we're going to have -- I really hope you're

 10   receptive to the people from Star Point when they

 11   have complaints and so forth, and I hope you

 12   really don't brush us off, and -- and the -- you're

 13   really trying to work with us to make this thing

 14   happen.

 15     I'm a ki -- I was a kid 40 or 50 years ago.

 16   And if I see a trail and it says stay on it, does that

 17   register with me?  Well, Bob Hancock, it didn't

 18   very much; okay?  I went through hell and back

 19   [phonetic].

 20     We're going to bring a lot of people down

 21   there.  There were four or five high school kids

 22   were coming down the other day that I was

 23   walking, and none of them had their shoes and

 24   none of them were on the path.  They were just

 25   meangering [sic] around.
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  1     You're going to have calls about fires down

  2   there.  You're going to have some fires, some fire

  3   places are going to start.  You're going to have

  4   beer bo -- beer parties and things like that

  5   because this is human nature.  This is the

  6   downside of this; okay?  So, again, you can't leave

  7   this up there hanging when we ask for help, thi --

  8   this is what I'm trying to say.

  9     So people there in our court are great people.

 10   They're -- they're trying to understand what's

 11   happened to their -- to their land down there.  It's

 12   not theirs, but still, it's been a part of their life

 13   for a long time.

 14     We have gone through those trails where the

 15   deer was for years.  My dog and I have been doing

 16   it four and a half years.  And we love it.  We really

 17   do.  To put a leash on him right now, it's hard to

 18   take Barney, ladies and gentlemen.  It really is.

 19   The beautiful thing being down there, there's

 20   nobody down there; we're not going to irritate

 21   anybody.

 22     Nowadays, it's like we're on I-75.  Every time

 23   I've walk down, there have been four or five

 24   people down there.  And you -- you -- you --

 25   you-all go on and -- and pat yourself on the back,
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  1   because it is a beautiful area down there.  But

  2   there's a downside on it.  There really is.

  3     90% of the people are going to be dynamite

  4   people coming through there and some of them

  5   won't.  So, I hope whenever you walk this trail,

  6   you bring a bag, you'll pick up trash, and ta --

  7   coming up.

  8     I had a nice conversation with that Linda --

  9   glad to meet you -- and I talked to her today about

 10   a few of these things, too.  So I guess that's all

 11   I've got to say.

 12     The -- the people coming through the

 13   backyards will be a pain, and it's going to get

 14   worse, I think, as people find out how much fun it

 15   is down there.

 16     And the gentleman at the end, I really hope

 17   you-all can help and the lady.  They -- they -- it's

 18   an easy way up from that ripples.  And they're

 19   going to have most of the action over there.  They

 20   really are.

 21     And we've also got -- I've got MD -- MSD on

 22   both sides at our house.  We've got a runoff,

 23   where it comes in through our -- our -- I'm

 24   becoming real friendly with the MSD folks.  And

 25   they run the tru -- the water from the streets on
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  1   one side.  The other side we've got a junior pump

  2   station.  So I hope that people don't start coming

  3   up that pump station.

  4     And I really wish you-all could tell us the best

  5   way for us to handle this.  I don't want to -- I don't

  6   want to hire an attorney to go and -- and, you

  7   know, call trespassing signs or something like

  8   that.  We're going to need some help on that,

  9   because we don't want that to be a part of our life,

 10   trying to do that.

 11     I was with a guy at the Garvin Brown place,

 12   we were walking the other day.  This guy was

 13   talking about the area down there that he walks

 14   there.  And he described my backyard.  He's been

 15   a hanging around my backyard checking this place

 16   out.  Doesn't make you feel real good, you know.

 17   And -- and I'm just ornery enough that, you know,

 18   that I don't appreciate that.

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Mr.

 20   Hancock --

 21          MR. HANCOCK:  You --

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  -- what's

 23   your observations been since you've been down

 24   there so often over the last number of years?

 25   Have you found a lot of folks with dogs running
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  1   loose or are most of them are leashes?

  2          MR. HANCOCK:  No.  Now what's

  3   happening, since this -- this has opened up,

  4   almost everybody had their -- had their -- their

  5   leg -- their ha -- their dogs on leashes --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Okay.

  7          MR. HANCOCK:  -- you know.  Now some

  8   people are taking three or four at a time, which is

  9   hard, you know, to get down there.  But if you-all

 10   could really set the tone with the rules and

 11   regulations, and I don't know how you-guys are

 12   going to be able to help us, but if you're deep in

 13   there, you-guys are going to have to concoct some

 14   way to get down there and help.

 15     If there's -- and if we here a beer ba -- blash

 16   or -- bash or something like that, it's supposed to

 17   be shut down at night, and tell the people that,

 18   you know.  There's always going to be some people

 19   that are going to break those rules, you know.

 20     And I'll help you, if we see anything like that,

 21   to try and do that.  Because it's my inclination is

 22   to go down by myself, you know, but I'll let

 23   you-guys go, so -- so. . .

 24          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  You might have to

 25   go down with me to -- to lead me back out.
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  1          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Well --

  3          MR. HANCOCK:  I'll -- I'll --

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- he's got

  5   the dog.  That will help.  And --

  6          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.  I'll -- I'll send

  7   the dog.  There's not much of him, but he thinks

  8   he's huge.  He's a dachshund, so. . .

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, we do need to, I

 10   think, be mindful of -- as -- as the trail becomes

 11   used more, there -- it raises a lot of issues, as you

 12   say.

 13          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  It's certainly not the

 15   intent of the council -- I think I can speak for the

 16   council, or any of the residents to -- to impose

 17   on -- on the nearby -- the -- the property owners

 18   that are -- that -- that their backyards open up to

 19   this.  So we -- we will -- I -- I'm -- I'm sure we'll

 20   continue to discuss it.

 21     And I see Lieutenant Shaw --

 22          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  One thing I might

 23   add, when you're -- if you're living there on Star

 24   Light [sic] Court, and you see these cars come up

 25   and then get out and go, obviously, we're not
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  1   asking you to approach them.

  2          MR. HANCOCK:  M-hm.

  3          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  And, you know, if

  4   we're tied up on an accident or we're tied up on

  5   another run and we can't get there, write a tag

  6   number down for us.  If you see these --

  7          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.

  8          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- cars coming in

  9   there, write them down.  We will identify who they

 10   are, and I will go see -- you know, probably they

 11   live here --

 12          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.

 13          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- somewhere.

 14          MR. HANCOCK:  Oh, yeah.

 15          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  And I'll go talk with

 16   them --

 17          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.

 18          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- and then just let

 19   them know they need to go to the trail head and

 20   that's the proper way of entry.

 21          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

 22          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  But just don't

 23   approach them yourself.

 24          MR. HANCOCK:  All right.  Well --

 25          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Because,
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  1   unfortunately, you never know what --

  2          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  Okay.

  3   [laughter]

  4          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Yeah.

  5          MR. HANCOCK:  You don't know me real

  6   well, you know.  Some -- some of us are not --

  7          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Be careful doing

  8   that, that's all I say.

  9          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, but I -- I -- I do

 10   yield to you because you're armed and I'm not.

 11   So, you know, we'll --

 12          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  The mayor --

 13          MR. HANCOCK:  -- we'll keep it like that.

 14          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- has not given me

 15   bullets yet, but I'm --

 16          MR. HANCOCK:  He has not.

 17          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- working my way

 18   up to that.

 19   [laughter]

 20          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, the name of my

 21   dog --

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Excellent.

 23          MR. HANCOCK:  -- happens to be

 24   "Barney," so --

 25          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  I've got back up
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  1   then.

  2          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, I have one other

  3   question.  On -- and this is a -- a real quick

  4   question.  On the -- the construction road that --

  5   that's going to go in and we're going to take in the

  6   heavy equipment to -- to -- to lay that pipe and so

  7   forth, where's that going to be; is that going to be

  8   down from the pump station all along --

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  It's --

 10          MR. HANCOCK:  -- the creek on that

 11   portion?

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- it's my

 13   understanding they're going to use the road that is

 14   there now, the private road that goes down to the

 15   pump station.

 16          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  But now, as -- as -- I

 18   think it would be good to have Mr. Emily here at

 19   the July meeting.

 20          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.  And meet then.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  And -- and -- and

 22   maybe continuing on if there -- if -- if --

 23          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

 24          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- because as they

 25   move through the pros -- the project, which they
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  1   have a right to do, and we can't stop them.

  2          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  But -- but they -- they

  4   have listened to us about cautionary matters

  5   that -- that we -- we can -- we can work with them

  6   on and -- and certainly they're -- they're willing

  7   to -- to come and listen.  Mr. Emily's been here

  8   before, at least once, that one meeting.

  9          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, unfortunately --

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  So. . .

 11          MR. HANCOCK:  -- he might know me

 12   back from one of your second meetings now.

 13   The July meeting --

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 15          MR. HANCOCK:  -- talked to MSD guy,

 16   so. . .

 17     Appreciate the time.  I really do, so. . .

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Appreciate

 19   your comments.

 20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

 21   [applause]

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other comments?

 23          MR. DAVIS:  Yeah.

 24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

 25          MR. DAVIS:  My name is Jack Davis, and
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  1   we live at 8301 Star Point Court.  It's on the

  2   corner of Montero Drive and Star Point Court.

  3   Montero Drive ends at our driveway.  Our backyard

  4   and the backyard of the home behind us, I think it

  5   faces Harrod's Way, the estate section, is a -- like

  6   a park of it's own.

  7     The fishing issue -- we've lived in this home

  8   since it was built, for 34 years, and it was -- I

  9   don't know if we were the first -- or one of the

 10   first, certainly, homes that were built on Star Point

 11   Court.

 12     And addressing fishing, we've had fishermen,

 13   mostly youngsters, teenagers, some parents

 14   bringing their children through to the creek.  The

 15   creek at our end is deeper, steeper down.  There

 16   is a trail, one trail, down that they can get down

 17   there.  But there's not a -- never been a lot of

 18   traffic.  And there's not a lot of traffic today.  We

 19   really don't have a problem with the people who go

 20   down there.  There's never been an accident.

 21     There is an easement in our -- between my

 22   house and my property and the house in the estate

 23   section and their property.  And I'm very

 24   concerned that the municipal sewer district will

 25   want to move equipment through there.  I don't
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  1   know where they're moving their equipment

  2   through.  And I'm very interested in coming back

  3   and verifying what their plans are.  Because I'll

  4   tell you, with me personally, and with many people

  5   in this community, the Municipal Sewer District

  6   does not have a lot of credibility.  They haven't

  7   had for years, and they certainly don't today.  And

  8   I would like to get something definitive as to what

  9   their intentions are and that they will live up to

 10   them, more importantly.

 11     Thank you.  That's all I have.

 12          MR. KEHLBECK:  Joe Kehlbeck, 7812

 13   Cedar Ridge Court, Prospect.

 14     I'm here tonight to talk about a mundane

 15   subject called "finances," and especially the city

 16   proj -- budget.  I am very disappointed that the

 17   way the cycle runs, it ran last year, and it sounds

 18   like it's going this year, is that very little input

 19   comes from the residents.

 20     We have very little chance to look at anything,

 21   to make suggestions.  And you -- we have the

 22   system set up so that the mayor prepares the

 23   budget, and there are four people, I call them the

 24   "Gang of Four," that approve it.  And we went

 25   through this last year with suggestions and nothing
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  1   was suggest -- accepted, and we just sign it and

  2   that's it.

  3     And we're going through that same process

  4   this year.  And I've been looking at what we did

  5   last year with this insurance tax, of the 50%

  6   increase.  And, you know, that generated

  7   $453,000.  That's a lot of money.

  8     And if you recall, the reason we had the

  9   insurance tax proposal was to cover the loss or the

 10   reallocation of the insurance tax.  Where we

 11   usually have 820,000, we were saying we were

 12   going to get 650,000, so therefore, we needed this

 13   tax increase.  The re -- actual results came in at

 14   696, so we're $124,000 short.  But the tax itself,

 15   that you four people approved, generated this

 16   five -- $453,000.  Now this money is now available

 17   to the mayor every year.

 18     And I've gone through -- and I'd like to show

 19   you just how we're spending this money.  We're

 20   not saving anything.  We're spending it.  And here

 21   I have a list.  If you'd hand out.  So --

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Anybody

 23   want a copy?

 24          MR. KEHLBECK:  It's -- it's -- it's a lot

 25   of numbers, and I appreciate your trying to follow
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  1   through on the numbers.  But basically what it said

  2   is that we've got an environment where we ought

  3   to be really watching every nickel if we -- if we

  4   can, putting this money in reserve.  And rather

  5   than that, we are spending it.

  6     We actually, this year, if you look at the last

  7   budget that we had, that was the one that was final

  8   audit, and you look at that and you compare it,

  9   that's what I have here, with what the mayor is

 10   asking for this year, the actual increase in funds,

 11   because of that insurance tax, this 13.3%, so we

 12   got a 13.3% increase in funds.

 13     At the same time, if you go down the cost of

 14   general government, the benefits and the wages

 15   and what have you, in that group of salary and

 16   benefits in the mayor's group is 6.8% increase

 17   that's available and being used to support

 18   programs.

 19     On the police department, the salary and

 20   benefits is up 8.4%.

 21     So we're spending a lot of money.  It may not

 22   be on the salary, but we're spending it on all of

 23   the benefits and life insurance and the health

 24   insurance and all the other things.

 25     When we get all through what the mayor is
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  1   proposing, he's taking, in essence, $358,000

  2   that's a surplus.  And where is it going?  100,000

  3   is going toward supporting the mayor's office and

  4   the police department, there's 150,000 that's

  5   going toward paving, and there's 80,000 to a

  6   sidewalk of some kind that's being proposed.

  7     So when you get all through with it, what

  8   we're -- all we're doing out of that three hundred

  9   and fifty-three thou -- eight -- fifty-three thousand

 10   is putting aside, and the mayor has identified it,

 11   as, what is it, six -- sixty-nine thousand --

 12   $68,957.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's 69,000; right.

 14          MR. KEHLBECK:  And there's no chance

 15   of us -- I -- I feel like I can get up here and talk

 16   and talk, like some of the other people, but it

 17   doesn't mean a dam.  Because what you've done is

 18   establish the budget.  You've put it out here.

 19   You -- you don't compare it with what I'm doing

 20   here previously.

 21     So we don't know whether that's good, bad, or

 22   indifferent.  You don't -- don't know that you raise

 23   that kind of money in the insurance tax.  And here

 24   you're asking this to be approved today and be

 25   factual and it's sealed, signed, and delivered.
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  1     So all I'm saying is, you know, I appreciate

  2   your -- all the time and effort that goes on by the

  3   council.  I feel very supportive of the council.  I

  4   support the -- the Woodlands and everything else

  5   about it.  But when it comes to finances, I think

  6   you're liberal in your way of spending money

  7   rather than conserving it.

  8     And, yes, we do have -- you know, the police

  9   have -- you've got a salary increase here of

 10   2-1/2%; last year it was at 1-1/2%.  The state

 11   police are not getting a salary increase this year.

 12   State employees are not getting a salary increase.

 13     The wages -- So -- Social Security is not

 14   getting anything this year.  And still, we continue

 15   to put the money out to take care of all the

 16   different things going on in our city rather than

 17   looking at this as an opportunity, because of the

 18   excessive amount that was generated by the

 19   insurance tax, of putting it into the kitty.

 20   Remember, we had the 2 million and it dropped

 21   down to 1.4 million.  And that's high.  I don't -- I

 22   don't deny that.

 23     But we ought to be looking at doing things

 24   from a strategic standpoint of planning what we're

 25   going to do with this kind of money rather than just
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  1   pumping it in on different things this year.  You

  2   know, we've got the parks; we've got the -- a lot of

  3   activities that we can put this money into in a nice

  4   package and provide it to the City [phonetic]

  5   Council.  I'm sure Stuart has things with the

  6   Woodlands that would be neat.

  7     But what we're doing is just increasing a lot

  8   of these accounts.  And now we stand here looking

  9   at this bonanza from the insurance tax, and we're

 10   wa -- spending it on little things throughout the

 11   city.

 12     That's all I have.

 13     I would like to have more time, you know,

 14   that -- I mean, for us to look at this and look at

 15   the details.  You really don't give us a chance to

 16   look at what happened before.  And I've tried to

 17   put this together in an Excel spreadsheet so

 18   everyone could see how many dollars have -- have

 19   changed and where the money is going, and

 20   especially in the police department and the -- the

 21   day-to-day operations of the city.

 22     The health insurance, it's just -- and pension

 23   plans are just going bananas.  And then you hear

 24   that there's not enough money there.  So the day

 25   is going to come that we're really going to have
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  1   [phonetic] some problems.

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Joe.  I -- I

  3   mean, I do have a -- a -- a legal obligation to

  4   submit a budget.  We -- we -- we study what the --

  5   the past has been through the audits, through six

  6   years.  You've seen that document.  I take the best

  7   guess I can.

  8     There are many things that we do not control,

  9   like pensions, gasoline costs, those types of

 10   things.  But we -- we -- we take our best guess and

 11   we -- you know, I -- I -- I have to -- under -- under

 12   the state law I have to submit a budget.  And we

 13   will be considering that on a Second Reading

 14   tonight, so. . .

 15     Yes?

 16          MS. RIGGS:  My name is Elsa Riggs; I

 17   reside at 6521 Harrod's View Circle in Prospect.

 18     I actually concur with Joe Kehlbeck.  My

 19   concern is the proposed budget for the 2012/2013

 20   years -- year.  If you recall previous public

 21   meetings, the citizens asked the council to come

 22   up with a budget that extends for more than one

 23   year fell on completely deaf ears.  You haven't

 24   even tried.

 25     I want to know who decides to give whom a
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  1   2-1/2% raise; is it a raise across the board?

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, it is.

  3          MS. RIGGS:  How --

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  And it's -- and --

  5          MS. RIGGS:  Wait a minute.  I'm not

  6   done, Mayor.

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  I was just

  8   trying to --

  9          MS. RIGGS:  No.  Don't --

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- catch up --

 11          MS. RIGGS:  Don't --

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- on the -- on the

 13   answers --

 14          MS. RIGGS:  Don't --

 15          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- to the questions.

 16          MS. RIGGS:  Finish my statement,

 17   please.  I want to know who decides to give an

 18   employee a two -- 2-1/2% raise; if it is a raise

 19   across the board, how long does an employee have

 20   to work for the city to get this increase?  How long

 21   does he have to be here?  You should know.  Do

 22   you?

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Go ahead.

 24          MS. RIGGS:  I'm asking you.

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  How long --
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  1          MS. RIGGS:  How long --

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- do they --

  3          MS. RIGGS:  -- does an --

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- have to --

  5          MS. RIGGS:  -- employee --

  6          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- be here?

  7          MS. RIGGS:  -- have to be here before he

  8   get an increase in salary?

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  They have to have

 10   been here a year.

 11          MS. RIGGS:  A year?

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

 13          MS. RIGGS:  The next thing is the health

 14   insurance.  Is it employee participating?

 15          MAYOR EBERLE:  Pardon?

 16          MS. RIGGS:  Is it employee --

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, it --

 18          MS. RIGGS:  -- participating?

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.  Well, depends on

 20   the type of coverage.

 21          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Right.

 22          MS. RIGGS:  What do you mean what type

 23   of coverage?

 24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, dependent

 25   coverage is -- is --
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  1          MS. RIGGS:  You provide single coverage

  2   free to each employee?

  3          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

  5          MS. RIGGS: Why do not -- they don't

  6   have to pay a -- a certain percentage of it?

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  No, not for the

  8   employee.

  9          MS. RIGGS:  You might consider that.

 10   We all have to cut a little bit.

 11     Do you get bids on medical insurance?

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

 13          MS. RIGGS:  Every year?

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

 15          MS. RIGGS:  Prior to renewal?

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  [no audible response]

 17          MS. RIGGS:  The pension plan.  How long

 18   does an employee have to be here before he can

 19   participate in a pension plan?

 20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Pensions.

 21          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  The

 22   first -- after the first 30 days they work here, they

 23   become part of the pension plan.  Our pension plan

 24   is part of the state.  And that is the rule by which

 25   we work.  We don't have a choice.  You work here,
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  1   you are allowed to have the --

  2          MS. RIGGS:  Okay.  Is it employee

  3   participating?

  4          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes.

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

  6          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes, it

  7   is.

  8          MS. RIGGS:  How much of it do you

  9   match?

 10          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Well, the

 11   employee always pays 8%.  But the office workers,

 12   the administrative people, the city matches it by

 13   19.7%, and the police they match at 37.6%.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  This year.

 15          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  This

 16   year.  That --

 17          MS. RIGGS:  I might --

 18          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  --

 19   changes.

 20          MS. RIGGS:  -- come to work for you-all.

 21          MR. SPEAKER:  Good point.

 22          MS. RIGGS:  I have just picked out a few

 23   items which concern me on this budget.  It would

 24   take too long to go over it line by line.

 25     I run a company with approximately the same
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  1   amount of money you-all deal with.  I had to go

  2   ahead and make a budget for several years ahead,

  3   not just one year.  I couldn't just go ahead and

  4   sell my merchandise for more if I ran out of any

  5   money.  You-all can just raise taxes.  I was

  6   required to ba -- to balance my budget.  You-all

  7   dip in a rainy day fund when you're short.  Grossly

  8   unfair.

  9     I think you should be able to balance your

 10   budget.  You put something in your reserve.  You

 11   got all that extra money.

 12     I think there are several ways citizens can get

 13   information about what you do with your money.

 14   We can file a legal motion; we can have a citizen

 15   oversight committee.

 16     There's a certain dissension among Council

 17   members here.  You single some people out and

 18   don't let them in on any -- any little squirrel

 19   meetings.  I think this is grossly unfair.  You need

 20   to rotate.  I don't think three or four people should

 21   decide what's going to be in the budget.

 22     And you really, really do not listen to the

 23   people that give you the money.

 24     Now, on a positive note, I have to go ahead

 25   and say Stuart Miles had a very nice article in the
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  1   paper.  I think the trails are wonderful thing.  I

  2   think there are a few issues that need to be

  3   addressed, and I'm sure the council members will

  4   address them.

  5     But I think you better think twice before you

  6   go ahead and push the budget through.  I hate to

  7   think I'm looking at another Washington, DC.

  8     Thank you for your time.

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Elsa.

 10     Any other --

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  May I say

 12   something, please?

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Sure.

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I don't think

 15   that we can make a direct comparison between

 16   government which deal -- has its own charters and

 17   rules from the state and from the federal

 18   government that dictate what we can and can't do.

 19   For instance, what we can invest in and what we

 20   can't invest in.

 21     There are a lot of areas where you can't make

 22   a direct comparison between running a business

 23   and running a very small government or a very big

 24   one.  They're not quite analogous.

 25     In terms of who makes the budget, by law,
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  1   that is the job of the chief administrative officer.

  2   He doesn't have to ask anyone.  He can ask -- he

  3   can talk to his dog if he wants do and work it out

  4   that way.  He can --

  5          MS. RIGGS:  I hope --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- talk to

  7   his --

  8          MS. RIGGS:  -- not.

  9          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- he can

 10   talk to his pastor.  He can call on any CPAs he

 11   wants to.  He can consult with his grandkid.  She's

 12   2, but she's smart.  Anybody else that he consults

 13   is at his -- you know the people he wants to

 14   consult.  The Council does not automatically give

 15   him advice.  The Council is not automatically

 16   included in that process.

 17     When Lonnie Falk was mayor, I think mainly it

 18   was Lonnie Falk and his dog, who wasn't that

 19   smart but she was nice.  And the budget that

 20   Lonnie presented was a pretty skimpy document.

 21     The document that Mayor Kehlbeck presented

 22   when he, very nobly filled in in the interim

 23   between Lonnie's death and the next election, was

 24   a pretty skimpy affair.

 25          MR. KEHLBECK:  Excuse me.  I did not
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  1   submit a budget.  I never did.  Todd did.

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  No, Joe, you --

  3          MR. KEHLBECK:  No.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah, that budget,

  5   you -- you signed it.

  6          MR. KEHLBECK:  Huh?

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  There -- it -- it just

  8   had -- it had -- it had general, police --

  9          MR. KEHLBECK:  Okay.

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and -- and public --

 11          MR. KEHLBECK:  It was --

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- works.

 13          MR. KEHLBECK:  -- Lonnie's budget.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  There were -- there

 15   were three figures in there.

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  And --

 17          MR. KEHLBECK:  Well --

 18          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and, yeah.  I -- I --

 19   yeah.  No.  That was when I was on Council.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And -- and

 21   ju -- just a couple of other points that I'd like to

 22   make before we go on to any other citizens

 23   comments.  The budget that we're voting on

 24   tonight has been available in its entirety for four

 25   weeks.  I suppose Todd could've given everybody a
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  1   budget in November, and then we would've more

  2   time to look at it, but he wouldn't have had

  3   numbers that would help him make a meaningful

  4   budget.  There would've been a lot of revisions

  5   between Thanksgiving and Flag Day.

  6     I think a month, with this much detail, that

  7   was available at City Hall for anybody who wanted

  8   it, is an amazing amount of detail for a small city

  9   to come up with.  And it has a historical record.

 10   And it's true, partly, Todd or any other mayor,

 11   bases his budget on what it cost last year.  That's

 12   how you figure out what you're electric bill is

 13   going to be.  What did it cost me last summer to

 14   cool my house?

 15     So some of that, of course, is based

 16   historically.  And some of it because we have been

 17   running on such skimpy rations for so long.  This

 18   is kind of a catchup budget.  We were underfunded

 19   for a number of years.  Now, because of the

 20   insurance tax, we can do some of the things that

 21   we should've been doing all along that we weren't

 22   able to do.  That's how we get to this budget.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  And during

 24   those years that we were running on a skimpy

 25   budget or were underbudgeted, we did not raise
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  1   property taxes, which would've hurt much more

  2   deeply than the insurance tax.

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And we've

  4   got nothing but A-plus ratings from our

  5   accountants that do our -- our taxes --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  We sure do.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- and our --

  8   I think every year, we've got an A-plus rating.

  9   We've never had a problem with our rating, ever.

 10   Would you -- when the accountants come in, you

 11   can ask them all those questions.  We've got an

 12   A-plus rating.

 13     We've got enough money in the reserves to

 14   cover it.  Most cities don't have as much money we

 15   have in reserves.

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  But we -- and we drew

 17   on reserves for three years.

 18          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Right.

 19          MS. SPEAKER:  M-hm.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Well, in

 21   reference to the background detail packet that

 22   Sandy mentioned, I'm on Council, and I wanted it

 23   at last month's meeting and I didn't get it.  I got it

 24   a week later.  So I've had the detail for three

 25   weeks.
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  1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other --

  2          MS. RIGGS:  I didn't --

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- citizen --

  4          MS. RIGGS:  -- I didn't --

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- comments?

  6          MS. RIGGS:  -- know it was available --

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any --

  8          MS. RIGGS:  -- because nobody told me.

  9   Otherwise, I would have studied it.

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  All right.

 11          MS. RIGGS:  And I don't know why it's

 12   such a big secret.  I mean --

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, it --

 14          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  It was

 15   mentioned last month.

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  We -- we do --

 17   we do publish the current and the -- and -- and

 18   the -- the -- the checkbook is out at the front, has

 19   been for several years.

 20          MS. RIGGS:  Mr. Mayor, I'm not

 21   interested in the checkbook.  I'm interested in the

 22   budget for 2012 --

 23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.

 24          MS. RIGGS:  -- 2013.  And I did not know

 25   what Council Member Scott just said was available
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  1   for me to look at it because nobody mentioned that

  2   at  the last meeting.  You had Holly give me a very

  3   simple little two- or three-piece --

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  That was the line

  5   items?

  6          MS. RIGGS:  Yeah, a line item.  And that

  7   means -- a line item means nothing to me.  So, you

  8   know, I mean, and I worked from -- from the line

  9   item.  I did not work from what Councilman Scott

 10   had.

 11          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Thank you.

 12     Any other comments from citizens?

 13          MR. SIMPSON:  I'm John Simpson; I live

 14   at 8501 Harrods Bridge Way.

 15     When my wife and I are not in Prospect, we

 16   spend our time on South Padre Island, which is the

 17   very southern tip of Texas.  About 30 minutes from

 18   where we live there's a community called

 19   Matamoros.  The government of Matamoros is not

 20   accountable to anybody.  No one has any idea of

 21   how the money is used, although many people

 22   suspect that most of the taxes that are paid end up

 23   in the private pockets of city administrators.  The

 24   streets are in terrible shape, many of them are

 25   unpaved.
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  1     I -- I think many of us take for granted the

  2   kind of government we have here.  And I wish I

  3   could invite you-all down to South Padre Island,

  4   where I live, to see how bad government can be.

  5     The government of Prospect may not be

  6   perfect.  But as someone who has another basis

  7   for comparison, I'm quite content to see pay raises

  8   in the range of 2% being given to city employees.

  9     Thank you.

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, John.

 11   [applause]

 12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other citizen

 13   comment?

 14          MS. KLEIER:  One more thing.  I

 15   neglect -- glected to men -- mention one thing the

 16   biologist mentioned to me.  He said that because

 17   of the -- all of the birds, that there would be a

 18   health concern with anybody rowing under or

 19   walking under those trees.  And now there's five

 20   trees involved.  So, just for your information.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Thank you,

 22   ma'am.

 23     Other citizen comment?

 24          AUDIENCE:  [no response]

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  The next item is New
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  1   Business.  We have the Second Reading of

  2   Prospect Ordinance Number 518.  And we -- and

  3   we need to -- we need that ordinance without the

  4   whereases -- I don't know that there are any

  5   whereases on that -- and -- and consider that.

  6   That is, again, the operating of budget for the

  7   General Fund of the City of Prospect for the next

  8   fiscal year.

  9     I'll entertain a Second Reading.

 10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So moved.

 11          MAYOR EBERLE:  And --

 12          MS. SPEAKER:  And you did that --

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and you get to read

 14   it.

 15          MS. SPEAKER:  -- you get to read it.

 16          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

 17     [reads] City of Prospect, Ordinance Number

 18   518, Series 2012, An Ordinance Establishing a

 19   Budget for the General Fund of the City of

 20   Prospect for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1,

 21   2012 and Ending June 30th, 2013.

 22     Be it ordained by the City of Prospect,

 23   Kentucky:

 24     Section 1:  The Budget for the General Fund

 25   of the City of Prospect for the Fiscal Year
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  1   beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013

  2   shall be as follows:

  3     Do you want me to read all that?

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Just -- if you

  5   can.

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

  7     [reads] Revenues.  Ad Valorem Tax Property,

  8   one -- $1,705,000; Utility Tax, forty -- $4,000;

  9   Insurance Premium Tax, $1,150,000; Liquor

 10   Licenses, 11,000; Permits, 6,000; Cable Television

 11   Franchise Fee, 35,500; Bank Deposit Tax, 53,500;

 12   Business License Tax, $8,500; Community Events,

 13   $11,000; Library Contributions, $2,600; LGEA

 14   Grants, 350; LE -- L -- KLEFPF Grant, 37,000;

 15   Base Court Revenue, 17,000; Income In -- In --

 16   In -- In -- Interest Income, 2,500; Tax Record

 17   Requests, 1,600; Miscellaneous Revenues, 8,700;

 18   City Property Use Permits, four hundred and fifty

 19   thousand -- I mean, four million -- $450 --

 20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  [reads] --

 22   Total Revenues, 3,054,700 -- 3,054,700.

 23     Expenditures.  General Government.  Salaries

 24   and Benefits, three thousand -- or, excuse me,

 25   354,027; Professional Fees, 127,000; Maintenance
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  1   and Repairs, 47,900; Travel and Training, 3,900;

  2   Utilities, 131,660; Postage, 7950; Rental and

  3   Leasing, 2,762; Insurance, 12,550; Materials and

  4   Supplies, 6,650; Information, 54,229; Capital

  5   Outlay, 2,000; Total General Government, 750,528.

  6     Police Department.  813,018; Professional

  7   Services, 2800; Travel, Training, Reim --

  8   Reimburse, 12,525; Insurance, 19,000; Materials

  9   and Supplies, 66,750; Capital Outlay, 42,000;

 10   Capital -- Total Police Department, nine --

 11   956,093.

 12     Public Works.  686,532; Streets and Signage,

 13   161,500; Professional Services, 500; Contractual

 14   Maintenance, 372,790; MSD Assessment, 57,800;

 15   Total Public Works, 1,279,122.

 16     Transfers.  Transfers to Unallocated

 17   Reserves, 68,957; Total Transfers, 68,957.

 18     Total Expenditures, 3,054,700.

 19     This Ordinance shall be effective from the --

 20   from and after its passage, approval and

 21   publication required by law.

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  And I would entertain

 23   a second.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Second.

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  Tucci.
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  1     Discussion?

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  There's a

  3   couple of things I'd like to point out or talk about.

  4     First of all, thank you folks for coming to a

  5   meeting like this and listening to all the details

  6   that we kind of work through on a monthly basis as

  7   we move through the year.

  8     I've been here three and a half years

  9   representing the Prospect residents and trying to

 10   be their representative on Council, just like all my

 11   fellow council people, they're trying to make the

 12   right decisions for the city.

 13     One thing that -- when we to digest this

 14   budget information, and I'm not a CPA, but I -- I

 15   try to do my best and work through the numbers

 16   and look everything over, one thing that's -- has

 17   kind of surprised me, and I'd really never seen it

 18   in black and white until I got the salary printout

 19   from the administration, and this was a few weeks

 20   ago.

 21     We have a situation here in this city where --

 22   Sandy mentioned that the mayor is the person,

 23   he's the leader, he's the one that could pre --

 24   prepare that budget by himself, with help or

 25   without help, he's got all the responsibilities, he's
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  1   the one that the -- you know, the buck ends right

  2   there at his desk.  We've got a situation in

  3   Prospect where the city administrator makes

  4   $20,102 more than the mayor.  I just don't think

  5   that's good business.  And I'm not saying that we

  6   solve that problem tonight, but I would like my

  7   fellow council people to think about it.  We need to

  8   look at that and do something where our leader is

  9   the person who makes the most money.  I just

 10   think that is good business.  That's that point

 11   aside.

 12     The next thing, as far as the budget itself is

 13   concerned, and I understand Joe Kehlbeck puts a

 14   lot of time in trying to digest this information and

 15   make some solid comments, and I -- and I

 16   understand what he's saying, and I -- and I tend to

 17   agree with what he has said.

 18     We're going -- Line Item Number 4105 is the

 19   Insurance Premium Tax.  And -- and the mayor has

 20   to do the best he can, and it is a judgment call,

 21   and he has in this coming budget an increase of

 22   approximately $130,000 on that line item.  Actually

 23   it's 133,450, if my math is right.  I hope it comes

 24   in that good.  It possibly couldn't.

 25     My only other comment is, I'm -- I'm generally



Prospect City Council Meeting Date: 6/18/2012

Court Reporting Services, Inc. Page: 102 Case No.:

  1   not a tax and spend person,  and that's why I have

  2   a problem with this budget.  Because we

  3   continue -- in my three and a half years we --

  4   we've raised taxes and we continue to spend.  I

  5   have nothing against people having raises.  But

  6   we've got a country, we have states, and everyone

  7   all over this country that's suffering and hurting.

  8     We have people in Prospect, we have seven,

  9   eight delinquent property tax bills.  These people

 10   are hurting and they can't pay their taxes.  And I

 11   just don't believe in over the board or across the

 12   board merit increases.  And I'm not saying an

 13   increase may not be warranted in a particular

 14   case.  But to do it blanketly, I -- I just -- I can't go

 15   with that.

 16     Thank you for listening to me.

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  I -- I would just -- I --

 18   a -- a couple of comments on the -- on the mayor's

 19   salary versus the city administrator's salary, I was

 20   on Council for two years and now I'm -- this is my

 21   sixth year as mayor.  The -- the mayor's salary

 22   is -- is fixed by law, and the city administrator's --

 23   I've been here as mayor for six years and the city

 24   administrator has been here --

 25          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  17.
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  1          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- 17.  And as

  2   people -- as people do the day-to-day work and --

  3   and have longevity, their salaries tend to -- tend --

  4   tend to augment, so. . .  But, I mean, that -- that's

  5   the only comment, I would have on that.

  6     The other point on the insurance, is -- was it

  7   the insurance premium tax, Mike?

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  You know,

 10   we're -- it comes in every quarter and then the last

 11   quarter we don't really -- we don't see the last

 12   quarter until the end of September; right?

 13          MR. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

 14          MS. SPEAKER:  Yes.

 15          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's one -- so it is

 16   difficult to -- you know, to --

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  It -- it -- we

 18   ought to try to work some way with our accountants

 19   so we can eventually get that so it's not that way.

 20   I mean --

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, we can't because

 22   it's not paid.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  I -- I know

 24   that.  But from an accounting standpoint --

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  I mean, they can't
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  1   make up numbers, so. . .

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  I realize

  3   that.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  We don't -- yeah.

  5   We --

  6          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  But we can

  7   prepare a budget that would eventually, over, like,

  8   a three-year period, we could somehow rectify that

  9   so we wouldn't be guessing three months all the

 10   time.

 11          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You can't

 12   project past your -- your term.

 13          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  M-hm.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  We cannot

 16   pro -- we -- and I -- we cannot pass something that

 17   the next council is going to have to do.  You can't

 18   do that.

 19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You can't

 21   project three years out.  Because if there's new

 22   people in -- in office at that point in time, it all

 23   changes.  You can only do with when you -- what --

 24   what your in-office time is.

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  More than one year.
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  1          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.  Is that

  2   correct?

  3          MR. SPEAKER:  Yes.

  4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

  5          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  So you

  6   could do a two-year?

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Two years.

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  But not --

  9          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You could do

 10   two years.  But you -- that -- But you can't do

 11   three years.

 12          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Gotcha.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Which would be even

 14   more difficult and more prospect.

 15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I

 16   understand --

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  I mean, it -- it would

 18   be very -- it would be true shots in the dark at that

 19   point.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  But -- but

 21   every city, I understand, does not use the same

 22   methods that we use.  Every city does not have no

 23   clue what's going on until December of the

 24   following year.  And so it wouldn't hurt, maybe, to

 25   find out what methods they're using so that they
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  1   have a little firmer grasp of what they're doing.

  2     I have a couple of comments, too, and I'm not

  3   going to restate what everybody's said, so some of

  4   the things that have been said here I agree with

  5   them, some of them I don't.

  6     My concern with the budget is that when we

  7   take a look at the projected salary increase.  And I

  8   think we have wonderful employees.  I'm not

  9   against salary increases.  I'm not against giving

 10   our employees salary increases.  What I am

 11   concerned about is that we're taking nebulous

 12   future money and we're attaching continuing,

 13   ongoing obligations to it.

 14     If we look at what was given to us, it says the

 15   grand total for the salary increase per year would

 16   be $13,427.  But when I add what we're paying in

 17   pensions and was we're paying in pensions and

 18   what we're paying in FICA to that, I'm coming up

 19   with close to $19,000.  A $19,000 amount of money

 20   that is entrenched now, going forward in our

 21   budget.

 22     When I looked at that, I also went back and I

 23   took a look at five years.  If I take a look at a

 24   five-year period of time with this salary increase

 25   in it, and I add up the salaries that we've -- the
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  1   increases that we've been giving, when I add up

  2   the obligations that we've incurred because of the

  3   pension activities, I come up with the fact that in

  4   five years, we are close to $100,000 that we have

  5   put into the budget that is ongoing and continuing.

  6     And I know I've said this before, but if we

  7   continue to do that, the only option, other than

  8   raising taxes -- the only options, other than

  9   raising taxes, are to lay someone off or to cut a

 10   service that all of our residents are used to.

 11     I don't think that is going to happen next year.

 12   I don't think it's going to necessarily happen the

 13   year after that.  But with the economy and all of

 14   the other things the way they are, I do foresee a

 15   time in the not terribly far distant future where

 16   this city is going to face financial activities that

 17   they're very unused to.

 18     We're very used to having increasing amounts

 19   of money coming in.  We've been very use -- used

 20   to having developments and things of that nature.

 21   And those things are not happening here anymore.

 22   We have not got developments taking place.  We

 23   don't have houses coming online to give us

 24   property taxes.  We don't have new residents

 25   coming into the city.  And so I have very real
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  1   problems voting for something that incurs an

  2   ongoing obligation.

  3          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I can tell

  4   you when I came on Council that there was no line

  5   item budget whatsoever.  At that time the mayor

  6   just had general fund stuff and she was spending

  7   at that time, and we put a line item budget in at

  8   that point in time.

  9     But when I came on Council there was no line

 10   item budget whatsoever in this city.  And -- but the

 11   council had a problem with that, and we put a line

 12   item budget in at that point in time to control what

 13   was going on.  That was twenty -- that was 22

 14   years ago -- 24 years ago -- almost 24 years ago.

 15          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other comments

 16   from Council members?

 17          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

 18          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, I will

 19   ask for a roll call vote.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  No.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  No.

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  Then the budget for
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  1   2012/2013 is adopted.

  2     We -- the next item is a Second Reading of

  3   Prospect Ordinance Number 519, which, again, is

  4   the Municipal Road Aid Fund.

  5     We get, roughly, $9,000 a -- a month,

  6   depending on the gas tax and the -- and the -- and

  7   the consumption of the -- of -- of -- of fuels.  That

  8   money is given to us and we keep it in a separate

  9   budget because it can only be spent for roads and

 10   transportation-related issues, including salt, and

 11   so it's not just asphalt.

 12     And that money needs to be turned over every

 13   two years from the time that we get it from the

 14   state.  And we have been -- we have been able to

 15   do that and we will continue to spend that.

 16     I will entertain a Second Reading of 519.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  [reads] City

 18   of Prospect, Ordinance Number 519, Series 2012,

 19   An Ordinance Establishing a Budget for the

 20   Municipal Road Aid Fund of the City of Prospect

 21   for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2012 and

 22   Ending June 30th, 2013.

 23     Section 1:  The Budget for the Municipal Road

 24   Aid Fund for the City of Prospect for the Fiscal

 25   Year beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30,
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  1   2013 shall be as follows:

  2     Estimated Balance July 1, 2012, 294,899;

  3   Estimated Increases to Fund, 92,000; Total

  4   Available for Appropriation, 386,899; Estimated

  5   Expenditures, Road Construction/Paving, 100,000;

  6   Estimated Ending Balance June 30, 2013, 286,899.

  7     Section 2:  This Ordinance shall be effective

  8   from and after its passage, approval and

  9   publication as required by law.

 10          MAYOR EBERLE:  And we'll entertain a

 11   second.

 12          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Second.

 13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.

 14     Discussion?

 15          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Without discussion, I

 17   will start with a roll call vote with Council Member

 18   Leonard.

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Yes.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.

 22          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.

 24          MAYOR EBERLE:  And that passes by

 25   vote of five to nothing.
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  1     The next traditional budget ordinance deals

  2   with the ad valorem property Tax.  It's your real

  3   estate tax rate, which we set every year.  That

  4   rate has been reduced twice in the past.  It

  5   remains unchange -- it's never been increased and

  6   it remains unchanged.

  7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  It used to be

  8   23.25, and we've reduced it to 21 -- or 22.5 then

  9   reduced it again to 21.25, which I doubt any other

 10   city in the last 20 years has reduced taxes --

 11          MAYOR EBERLE:  But --

 12          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- at any

 13   point in time.

 14          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- that -- and -- and

 15   that -- we -- it hasn't -- it ha -- that was, like, ten

 16   years ago, I think.

 17          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yeah.

 18          MAYOR EBERLE:  At least.

 19          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  M-hm.

 20          MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

 21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Because it wasn't -- it

 22   wasn't while I was on Council.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  No.  No.

 24   No.

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  But I will entertain a
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  1   Second Reading of Ordinance 520.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Everybody

  3   gets a chance.

  4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Don't -- don't

  5   all jump at it.  And really it -- yeah, it -- there's no

  6   change.  But -- but we do pass this ordinance

  7   traditionally every year.

  8          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  [reads] City

  9   of Prospect, Ordinance Number 520, Series 2012,

 10   An Ordinance Establishing an Ad Valorem Tax Rate

 11   for the City of Prospect.

 12     Be it ordained by the City of Prospect,

 13   Kentucky:

 14     Section 1:  An ad valorem tax is hereby levied

 15   and fixed at the rate of 21.25 cents on each $100

 16   of all real estate property within the corporate

 17   limits of the City of Prospect, as assessed for

 18   taxation and subject to taxation by said City,

 19   under assessment as of January 1st of each year.

 20     Section 2:  Said ad valorem taxes shall be due

 21   and payable, including interest and penalty

 22   pursuant to Ordinance 113, Series 1983, until paid

 23   in full.

 24     Section 3:  The proceeds of such taxes,

 25   penalties and interest are to be placed in the



Prospect City Council Meeting Date: 6/18/2012

Court Reporting Services, Inc. Page: 113 Case No.:

  1   General Fund of the City of Prospect and are to be

  2   used for the general operation expenses of said

  3   City, including but not limited, to purchase of City

  4   supplies, safety and security, health and

  5   sanitation, recreation and welfare, improvement

  6   and maintenance of streets, management and

  7   maintenance of trees and public lands, garbage

  8   collection, street lights and expenses thereof,

  9   other expenses for operation of the City and all

 10   necessary and proper municipal functions as may

 11   be ordained and resolved by the City Council.

 12     Section 4:  This Ordinance shall be effective

 13   from and after its passage, approval and

 14   publication as required by law.

 15          MAYOR EBERLE:  Entertain a second.

 16          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Second.

 17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.

 18     And any discussion?

 19          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

 20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing no discussion,

 21   I will ask for a roll call vote, beginning with

 22   Council Member Tucci.

 23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.

 24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.

 25          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.
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  1          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.

  2          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Yes.

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  And that one is passed

  4   unanimously by five to zero.

  5     We do have one other ordinance under First

  6   Reading and that is Ordinance 521.  In short, it

  7   will allow -- currently the -- the mayor of the City

  8   of Prospect, in order to qualify for office, is to be

  9   at least 25 years old and council members are to

 10   be 21 years old.  The -- the State Legislature

 11   passed a House Bill 112 this past General

 12   Assembly and reduced that age to -- for mayor to

 13   be 21 years of age at least and the council

 14   members to be 18 years of age at -- at least.

 15     And I'll -- I'll have to point out, we have --

 16   and we -- we pretty much have an obligation to --

 17   to make this change because we -- it -- it -- the --

 18   the state law will -- will obviously trump anything

 19   at the -- at the local level.

 20     But I -- I -- I -- I will note that Chief Sherrard

 21   has pointed out that -- that that would mean that

 22   you -- you -- you could -- you could be a member

 23   on the council but you couldn't drink, so. . .  And

 24   that's why we don't have any alcohol.

 25   [laughter]
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  1          MR. SPEAKER:  And you could -- and you

  2   could pass ordinances related to liquor.

  3          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.

  4          MR. SPEAKER:  And still couldn't drink.

  5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Yeah.

  6          MR. SPEAKER:  You would ban all liquor

  7   stores in Prospect because you -- you can't drink

  8   it.

  9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Again, this is First

 10   Reading.  It will not become law until -- until it

 11   receives Second Reading.  And we normally place

 12   ordinances that have received First Reading

 13   automatically at the next meeting.  So we would --

 14   we would entertain it for First Reading at -- at this

 15   time.

 16          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  [reads] City

 17   of Prospect, Ordinance 521, Series 2012, An

 18   Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the

 19   City of Prospect Concerning Eligibility to Hold the

 20   Office of Mayor and City Council Member.

 21     Whereas, the General Assembly of the

 22   Commonwealth of Kentucky has amended state law

 23   which prescribes the minimum age requirements

 24   for individuals to hold the office of mayor and for

 25   individuals to hold the office of the city council
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  1   member; and

  2     Whereas, the City of Prospect wishes to

  3   amend its Code of Ordinances regarding minimum

  4   age requirements for individuals to hold the office

  5   of mayor and the office of city council member to

  6   comply with the standard qualifications

  7   established by state law;

  8     Now, thor -- now, therefore be it ordained by

  9   the City of Prospect:

 10     Section 1:  Chapter 31, Section 31.21 (B) of

 11   the Code of Ordinances of the City of Prospect is

 12   hereby amended by deleting the followed stricken

 13   language and inserting the following underlying

 14   [sic] language so as to read as follows:

 15     (B) Qualifications.  The Mayor shall be at

 16   least 25 21 years of age, shall be a qualified voter

 17   in the city, and shall reside in the city throughout

 18   his or her term of office.

 19     Section 2.  Chapter twen -- 32, Section 32.1

 20   [sic]  (B) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of

 21   Prospect is hereby amended by deleting the

 22   following stricken language and inserting the

 23   following underlined language as -- so as to read

 24   as follows:

 25     (B) Qualifications.  A member shall be at least
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  1   twenty -- 21 18 years of age, be a qualified voter

  2   in the city, and shall reside in the city throughout

  3   his -- his or her term of office.

  4     Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be effective

  5   from and after its passage, approval and

  6   publication as required by law.

  7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Council

  8   Member Simon.

  9     On First Reading we do not need to have a --

 10   a -- a second.  So that -- that effectively

 11   introduces Ordinance 521.

 12     Next item, and tha -- we have no new

 13   business, other than that on the agenda.

 14     Any unfinished business?

 15          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

 16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, and

 17   having counsel with the -- the city attorney, we

 18   have no current need for an executive session, and

 19   I will entertain a motion to adjourn.

 20          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  So moved.

 21          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Second.

 22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Ertel and Tucci.

 23     All in favor, by -- signify by saying, "Aye."

 24          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

 25          MAYOR EBERLE:  Opposed by "No."
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  1          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

  2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

  3   [WHEREUPON, the City Council Meeting

  4   concludes at 9:04 p.m.]

  5   .

  6   .

  7   .

  8   .

  9   .

 10   .

 11   .

 12   .

 13   .

 14   .

 15   .

 16   .

 17   .

 18   .

 19   .

 20   .

 21   .

 22   .

 23   .

 24   .

 25   .
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  1                         C A P T I O N

  2          The Meeting in the matter, on the date,

  3   and at the time and place set out on the title page

  4   hereof.

  5          It was requested that the Hearing be

  6   taken by the reporter and that same be reduced to

  7   typewritten form.

  8   .

  9   .

 10   .

 11   .

 12   .

 13   .

 14   .

 15   .

 16   .

 17   .

 18   .

 19   .

 20   .

 21   .

 22   .

 23   .

 24   .

 25   .
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  1                    CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

  2   STATE OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE:

  3     I, CAROLA G. STRIJEK, Notary Public for

  4   the State of Kentucky at Large, do hereby certify

  5   that the foregoing was reported by stenographic

  6   and mechanical means, which matter was held on

  7   the date, and at the time and place set out in the

  8   caption hereof and that the foregoing constitutes a

  9   true and accurate transcript of same.

 10     I further certify that I am not related to any of

 11   the parties, nor am I an employee of or related to

 12   any of the attorneys representing the parties, and

 13   I have no financial interest in the outcome of this

 14   matter.

 15     GIVEN under my hand and Notarial seal this

 16   _______  day of __________________, 2012.

 17   .

 18   My Commission Expires:          Notary Public

 19   .

 20   SEPTEMBER 27, 2012   ____________________.

 21   .

 22   .

 23   .

 24   .

 25   .
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          1               CITY OF PROSPECT, KENTUCKY

          2                  CITY COUNCIL MEETING

          3                     JUNE 18, 2012

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Welcome, everyone. 

          5   We are called to order for the June 18th regular

          6   meeting -- regular monthly meeting of the Ci --

          7   Prospect City Council.

          8     We have a relatively short agenda tonight, I

          9   believe.  And the -- there are a second reading for

         10   the three traditional budget ordinances, and we

         11   have a first reading for an ordinance which will

         12   comp -- which will bring us into compliance with

         13   state law with regarding -- regarding the eligibil --

         14   the age eligibility to hold the office of mayor and

         15   city council member.

         16     And I will take the first ite -- agenda item,

         17   approval of the minutes of the May 21st meeting. 

         18   Those were di -- distributed this morning.  And I

         19   will entertain a motion that they be accepted.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So moved.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Second.

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Ertel second.

         24     Any discussion?

         25          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
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          1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, we --

          2   please indicate in favor by saying "aye."

          3          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  And opposed by "no."

          5          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

          6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  And that's on 

          7   a -- an nan -- unanimous on a voice vote.

          8     I'm very pleased to have our special order. 

          9   As you know, the office of police lieutenant who

         10   with -- with -- which is the second in command

         11   behind the police chief, which pretty much means

         12   that you are on the late shift.

         13     And we have -- we -- we've conducted several

         14   interview -- or several days of interviews.  And I'm

         15   very, very pleased that James Todd Shaw, and he

         16   goes by "Todd," is -- is joining us.  He's a native

         17   of Caneyville.  And if you go out Western Kentucky

         18   Parkway, there is an exit there so that --

         19          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  A little spot in the

         20   road.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.  In

         22   Grayson County.

         23     He has a -- a bachelor's of science degree in

         24   police administration from Eastern Kentucky

         25   University; 5 years as a -- well, a police officer
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          1   with the City of Huntsville, Alabama; and a stint

          2   with the Kentucky State Police; and the last 14

          3   years -- you started with Jefferson County Police;

          4   right?

          5          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  That is correct.

          6          MAYOR EBERLE:  And then after a

          7   merger, Todd became an officer with the LMPD. 

          8   He has extensive command experience.

          9     And I just wanted to introduce him.  And he

         10   says he's going to sing.

         11          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  That might run

         12   everybody off, but. . .

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  But. . .

         14          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Yeah.  Very happy

         15   to be here.  I've -- this is my second -- or third

         16   Monday, so this is the beginning of my third week.

         17     I've met several folks in the community so far,

         18   and traveled a lot of the little roads and the little

         19   hiding places, like the sewer plant and some of the

         20   parks and things like that, so. . .

         21     I used to ride Adam District, which is now the

         22   8th Division of the old County Police, and so I was

         23   somewhat familiar with this area because of Hays

         24   Kennedy Park and us covering areas that weren't

         25   in the City of Prospect proper.  So I wa -- I had
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          1   some familiarities, and I'm just kind of -- kind of

          2   refreshing my memory out here.

          3     So, if you see me out, throw something at me;

          4   stop me; say "Hi."  Be glad to. . .  Evenings is

          5   most of the time I'll be working, 6 to 2, somewhere

          6   around in there, so. . .

          7     I noticed the other night -- I forgot to tell the

          8   major or tell the chief, I noticed the other night

          9   when I was leaving the office here that we have a

         10   gang problem.

         11     Yeah.  I called my mom.  I said -- she said,

         12   "What's going on today?"

         13     I said, "Oh, we had a gang problem

         14   yesterday."

         15     And she goes, "What is it?"

         16     I said, "There were about 15 deer in the park

         17   right" --

         18   [laughter]

         19          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- "the office."

         20     She goes, "That's a herd; that's not a gang."

         21     I said, "Okay."

         22     So, very glad to be here.  So all you've got to

         23   do is -- is stop me, flag me down, call me, do

         24   whatever you need, and I'll respond back to you.

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Glad to have
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          1   you on board.

          2          MR. SPEAKER:  Great.

          3          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Glad to be here.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

          5   [applause]

          6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.  And Todd has, as

          7   he says, been here for a couple of weeks so far,

          8   so -- and he's fit in very well.  And I think you will

          9   enjoy getting to know him.  And again, he is the

         10   second -- he is in -- in command, roughly, from --

         11   roughly in the later shifts coming in about 6:00

         12   and staying until 2.  So the night watchman.

         13          MR. SPEAKER:  That's right.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Mayor's Report.  I will

         15   be as brief as possible, although we do have some

         16   things to go over.

         17     The current fiscal year financial update, we

         18   have received 93.8% of budgeted revenue so far

         19   this year.  And again, this is at the end of 11

         20   months.  And 86.7% of expenditures have been

         21   disbursed.  And it look like we're well on our way

         22   to being able to meet the projected reserve level

         23   of 50,400 and maybe exceed that after the audit. 

         24   So we're finally turning things around where we

         25   are adding money rather than drawing on reserves
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          1   or the rainy day fund.  So that looks bright.

          2     4th of July celebration.  Alan, again, is

          3   chairing it.  He's going to be the Grand Marshal of

          4   the parade this year.  We have -- and I think we

          5   have posters on the back, but, obviously, there's

          6   no question about the date.  It is the 19th.  The

          7   fireworks have returned and we'll have mainly the

          8   schedule that we have had every year for the 

          9   past --

         10          MS. SPEAKER:  19.

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  20 years.

         12          MS. SIMON:  19.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- 20 years, yeah --

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  22 years.

         15          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- except for last year

         16   when we -- when we did it in the afternoon, so. . .

         17          MS. SPEAKER:  It's the 19th?  Did you

         18   say the 19th?

         19          MR. SPEAKER:  The 19th?

         20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Pardon?

         21          MS. SPEAKER:  What's the date of the

         22   fireworks?

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  It's the 19th annual.

         24          MR. SPEAKER:  Oh.

         25          MS. SPEAKER:  Oh.
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          1   [laughter]

          2          MS. SPEAKER:  We went, "Oh."

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  I said, "There was no

          4   que" -- yeah.  There's no question about the date

          5   of the 4th.

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And since

          7   I'm the Grand Marshal, I'm going to be in charge of

          8   the weather this year.

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So, if it's

         11   bad weather, you can blame me.  Usually it's on

         12   him.  So I get it this year, so. . .

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Our Code Enforcement

         14   Board is -- has a meeting scheduled for this

         15   month.  They do not meet every month, but we've

         16   had some tall grass situations, which we have

         17   every year about this time, and we have been

         18   successful in getting voluntary compliance.

         19     Although one of them took so long that we

         20   issued a citation.  So that will -- that will be

         21   heard.  And I believe Chief Sherrard may have

         22   something more on that.  And I think it's 27th of

         23   this month is the Code Enforcement Board

         24   meeting.

         25     Forestation Board Update.  I see Chair Lee
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          1   Tucci in the audience.  The Forestation Board has

          2   voted to remove the large beech tree that's at the

          3   entrance to Hunting Creek Subdivision.  For many

          4   years that was a signature tree.  It's been

          5   declining in -- in recent years.  We had it trimmed,

          6   what, Lee, two years ago?

          7          MR. TUCCI:  Two years ago.

          8          MAYOR EBERLE:  And it's -- it -- it's

          9   really on its way out.  So -- and I think Lee might

         10   have mentioned that.  But we will -- we will be

         11   taking that beech tree out.  We have three bids on

         12   it right now.  And since it's a removal, we will

         13   likely take the lowest bid.

         14     And we -- the board is working on replacing

         15   the tree to be planted in the fall, so. . .

         16     We're also be -- we -- we are working on

         17   Hunting Creek Boulevard and Little Hunting Creek

         18   Park with some planned tree plantings.

         19     Lee, is there anything else that we need to. . .

         20          MR. TUCCI:  We're starting a -- a 

         21   re-inventory of our street median --

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Oh.

         23          MR. TUCCI:  -- trees.

         24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

         25          MR. TUCCI:  We have something like
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          1   1700 street median trees, which we extensively

          2   surveyed in 2008, getting the location, species,

          3   diameter, and health of those trees.

          4     We did a quick survey in 2010 because of ice

          5   storm damage.

          6     And this year, this summer, starting basically

          7   right now, through the next few weeks, we're just

          8   assessing for any changes, any significant

          9   problems that are observed with trees, any new

         10   additions or missing trees that aren't on our -- on

         11   our inventory.

         12     We have several volunteers working on this.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  And if anyone would

         14   like to volunteer for the -- for the re-inventory of

         15   the trees, just contact Lee --

         16          MR. TUCCI:  Just -- just call --

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- or --

         18          MR. TUCCI:  -- just call me.

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- City Hall.  We really

         20   appreciate the volunteer work of the Forestation

         21   Board.

         22     Speaking of volunteer work, Parks and

         23   Recreation Advisory Committee held their Trails

         24   Open House on June 2nd, which also coincided with

         25   National Trails Day.  We had -- and -- and Chair
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          1   Linda Wardell is here.  We had well over 70, didn't

          2   we, people that wen -- went through that day?  It

          3   was a -- it was -- the weather was fantastic.

          4     I don't know who was in charge of that, Linda. 

          5   It might've been you.

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  She was.

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  And this last --

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Maybe she

          9   should co-chair the 4th of July for you.

         10   [laughter]

         11          MAYOR EBERLE:  And I haven't been out

         12   to see them because they were just put in

         13   yesterday, right, Linda?

         14     We have some new trail benches from Eagle

         15   Scout projects.  I believe five benches were put in.

         16     Linda, do you have anything else or. . .

         17          MS. WARDELL:  Yeah.  Can I just make a

         18   couple of comments?

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Sure.

         20          MS. WARDELL:  I'm Linda Wardell, 7910

         21   Sutherland Farm Road.

         22     As -- as Todd said, we had 72 people that

         23   walked the trail on National Trail Day.  We also

         24   had 18 wonderful volunteers.  Many of tha -- the

         25   same volunteers that have spent a lot of time
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          1   improving the trails in the park.

          2     And one of the things that I did was ask

          3   everyone, as they were emerging from the hike,

          4   "What was your experience?"

          5     And it was uniformly positive.  Everyone was

          6   just blown away by the natural beauty, by the work

          7   that had been done, and the fact that now the

          8   citizens of Prospect have the ability to go for a

          9   nice walk in a beautiful wood right near their

         10   homes.  So that was the -- the first thing that 

         11   was -- that was just great.

         12     The second thing I'd like to say about the Boy

         13   Scout project is that this is probably -- the Boy

         14   Scout's name is Nick Medley -- probably the

         15   record-breaking Eagle project.  I think he first

         16   spoke to us in March or April.  And often it takes

         17   six to nine months for a scout to initiate a project

         18   and -- and complete it.

         19     And I actually have some pictures I'll pass

         20   around, a couple of pictures of the scouts

         21   fabricating the benches.  They build them, in this

         22   case, at the temple, at the Boy Scout place they've

         23   got there, to sort of put things together and then

         24   they transported them over.  You can tell some of

         25   the benches look a little wet; they got rained on. 
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          1   But it didn't dampen their spirits.  And they were

          2   finished by about 1:30 on Sunday afternoon.  And I

          3   went around and looked at every location.  And,

          4   once again, the benches are beautiful.  They're

          5   pretty vandal-proof, if you will, and I think will

          6   make a wonderful edition.

          7     There are two at the trail head at Montero

          8   Drive, one -- if you've walked the Harrod's Creek

          9   Trail, one is just across the first bridge that has a

         10   lovely view of the stream, and then two along

         11   Little Hunting Creek Park near what I guess is

         12   called "the blue pool."  I'm not familiar with that

         13   location -- I mean, I'm not familiar with that name,

         14   but almost everyone I've said, "Near the blue

         15   pool," seems to know what that is, so. . .

         16     Thanks to the Boy Scouts.

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Linda.

         18     Library Committee.  We have taken our book --

         19   or remainders to Half Price Books or. . .

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We have. 

         21   And we're receiving, already, donations for the

         22   next sale.  And we have a voluntary already to

         23   work that sale.

         24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Oh.  Good.  So then

         25   that's October 18 and 19?
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          1          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I think

          2   so.

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  I think it is.  Yeah.  

          4   So -- and we probably ended up with close to 900

          5   hours?  Well, it was 770 I know --

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  And I

          7   think we're roughly --

          8          MAYOR EBERLE:  At the end --

          9          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- at --

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- of the --

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- 1000.

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- sale, so. . .  And

         13   that -- that --

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Because

         15   we had about 100 to start the sale, so. . .

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We're in

         18   good shape.

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Great.  Anything else

         20   on the library?

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Not that

         22   I'm aware of.

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  We did get a

         24   grant for body armor vests.  And I think maybe

         25   Chief Sherrard will address that in a moment here. 
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          1   But we got  a grant from the Kentucky League of

          2   Cities for additional body armor.

          3     Two things I didn't have on the Mayor's Report

          4   listing that went out, (1) because we just recently

          5   accomplished our inspection from -- from FEMA for

          6   our generator.  And Anne was -- was very pleased,

          7   and she worked very hard on that.  Do you have

          8   any -- that --

          9          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  I --

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- was, what, Friday

         11   we did --

         12          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  That was

         13   Friday.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         15          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  I'm just

         16   relieved it's done.

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.  So now we just

         18   have to wait for the reimbursement check.

         19          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  That's

         20   right.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's all we have to

         22   do.  Okay.

         23     And I know many of you were at the Cowley

         24   Park Concert.  Ron Cundiff, who is in the back I

         25   think.  He's probably working on -- on our water
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          1   leak.  I don't know if he's back there.  But at any

          2   rate, we had, roughly, over the course of the --

          3   that Sunday, roughly, 100 people in and out.  And

          4   Ron did a great job.  He made it to the YouTube

          5   video.  I don't know if I -- at any rate, if you're

          6   interested in watching it, just contact City Hall and

          7   we've got the site to it, so we can go ahead and

          8   give you that.

          9     So, that's all I have.  Any questions of myself

         10   and the Mayor's Report?

         11          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  If not, we will move to

         13   Chief Sherrard.

         14          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Okay.  Just

         15   to reiterate, we did receive a -- a grant; it's from

         16   the Kentucky Office of Homeland Security.  That

         17   was for the body armor.  That's to replace five

         18   vests.

         19     That program actually is operated through the

         20   Kentucky State Police, where police departments

         21   throughout the state, when they confiscate

         22   weapons and they turn them into the State Police,

         23   and then it's one central repository.  And as they

         24   get rid of them, whether through the destruction or

         25   whatever, the monies that they make from that
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          1   process, they return to small police departments to

          2   replace body armor, to replace the weapons that

          3   become out of service, things of that nature.  So 

          4   it -- they send it back to the people that are

          5   turning guns into them.  So that's a good thing for

          6   us.

          7     Regarding the numbers for the month. 

          8   Citations were pretty much the same as they were

          9   in past years, 22 versus 20 last year.

         10     Accidents were down a little bit this month.

         11     Our regular offense reports, it's very

         12   misleading to -- to collect reports from the past. 

         13   The way that the crime was being reported here, it

         14   is very misleading.  Because of -- they've always

         15   tracked things as incident reports even though

         16   they might be a crime.

         17     For example, if you're just collecting it,

         18   everything under an incident and call it an incident

         19   report, even though a crime was committed, yeah,

         20   you can actually place somebody under arrest, file

         21   all the charges and everything.  So for the

         22   purposes of clearing the case, somebody can go to

         23   jail, things of that nature.  Yeah, you've done that. 

         24   What it doesn't do is it doesn't report the crime to

         25   the FBI; it doesn't show up on crime statistics that
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          1   you've ever had a crime in thi -- in the City of

          2   Prospect; okay?

          3     So what we are doing is, we're in the process

          4   of changing that all over that it's properly

          5   recorded, okay, through the State of Kentucky,

          6   through what's called NIBRS, it's a National

          7   Incident Base Reporting System.

          8     Other police departments throughout the

          9   state, in fact, just about everybody's been doing

         10   that for quite a while.  And we'll do that.  It's a

         11   very simple task.  The offe -- or the accident

         12   report is done that way already.

         13     So this is just a matter of handling your

         14   offense reports the same way.  It's an easy

         15   tracking system.  In fact, it'll be a more accurate

         16   assessment of what's actually going on.  The way

         17   it is now, it could be reported any number of ways,

         18   incident, misdemeanor, or felony.

         19     Right now it's pretty misleading.  In just a

         20   matter of a couple months you'll have a -- a much

         21   better grasp of what's actually going on; okay?

         22     The calls for service were slightly up from the

         23   same reporting period last year, up 15%.  The

         24   officer initiated runs were down 20%.  I would

         25   expect that just because there's one fewer officer
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          1   at this time this year with Larry Johnson retiring, 

          2   so that would -- you would expect to find that.

          3     One of the significant reports was a jewelry

          4   theft from a home that actually was tied into a

          5   contractor.  There has been a suspect named.  It

          6   was one of the people working for the contractor;

          7   suspect's been identified.  They're already working

          8   with the Commonwealth's Attorney's Office and

          9   they're going to seek a direct indictment on that

         10   case.  So they're pretty far along with that one.

         11     A couple of incidents of graffiti in

         12   Bridgepointe.  There hasn't been any repeat of

         13   that same incident or the same tagging of that kind

         14   from that one single night.  They got a couple of

         15   stop signs and then they marked the door on the

         16   clubhouse over there.  That same tag sign has not

         17   been seen since that night in the first part of May.

         18     Another incident we had involved a -- a

         19   nephew that basically stole a credit card and 

         20   paycheck from his uncle.  And then he and his

         21   girlfriend went out and rang up $2500 worth of

         22   charges on it and then immediately pawned it. 

         23   They went straight from using the card to go to the

         24   pawn shop and get roughly 15% of the value of a

         25   brand new item in the package, brand new item,
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          1   and you get 15%.  So that's -- that's a heck of a

          2   deal.  But anyway, there's warrants outstanding on

          3   those.

          4     So, three DUI arrests at various locations on

          5   various evenings.

          6     The one code enforcement that the mayor

          7   referred to, that was a -- a repeated incident of --

          8   of high grass on Wythe Hill Circle.  It's been a

          9   repeated offender.  We did issue a citation.  The

         10   one difficulty with that one is the property owner

         11   is now in Florida.  So it was a case of sending a

         12   certified letter and then the thing is forwarded to

         13   the location in Florida.

         14     And that goes before the board on the 27th, so

         15   it's next week that we hear that case.  They did

         16   not respond back from the letter.

         17     And that's all I have at this point.

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Chief, are --

         19   I know you mentioned that Officer Larry Johnson is

         20   retired.

         21          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Correct.

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Are we

         23   looking for a replacement or what's the status of

         24   that?

         25          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  We're
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          1   looking to replace him with part-time officers, two

          2   part-time officers to come in.  It does offer us

          3   more flexibility in scheduling to do it that way, and

          4   it would be much cheaper for the city because you

          5   don't have to pay the -- the same benefit packet,

          6   you wouldn't have to pay into the retirement

          7   system, you know, at the healthy rate.  And so it

          8   would be much cheaper for the city and would offer

          9   us much more flexibility in terms of scheduling.

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Okay. 

         11   Thank you.

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  And, I don't know, I

         13   think it's safe to say that Larry Johnson will -- will

         14   likely be one of those.

         15          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  He would be

         16   interested in coming back.

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  So, yeah.

         18          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  On a -- on a

         19   very limited part-time --

         20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         21          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- basis.

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  He can -- he -- he --

         23   he has a cap on how much he can earn.  So -- 

         24   but -- in fact, Larry has returned.

         25          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  He's 
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          1   came -- he's volunteered and --

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  He has --

          3          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- came

          4   back --

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- volunteered --

          6          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- several

          7   times already on an unpaid basis.

          8          MAYOR EBERLE:  He's come back a

          9   couple of times without pay, so. . .

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Larry's been

         11   around a long --

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  He has.

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- time.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other questions of

         15   Chief Sherrard?  Comments on the police report?

         16          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  I will note, in the back

         18   of your binders, of the council binders, there are

         19   two police-related items.  One commending Officer

         20   Harold Proffitt and Mike Thomas and then also an

         21   e-mail that we received -- the chief received from

         22   John Clark, who is the president of the Sutherland

         23   Homeowner's Association, thanking the police

         24   department for their community support during

         25   their -- their neighborhood yard sale.  I think -- I
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          1   think they had a neighborhood wide yard sale.  So

          2   it says they were very cordial.

          3     So I appreciate the work of the police

          4   department, not only in -- in law enforcement

          5   areas but also in -- in community policing and --

          6   and code enforcement, that type of this thing.

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I think what

          8   we just heard about Larry Johnson is sort of --

          9   illustrates the -- the loyalty that city employees

         10   have to the city.  And that's -- that's a really

         11   valuable thing to -- to have earned their loyalty

         12   and retained it is -- is -- is good thing.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  It is.

         14     The next -- next agenda item, comments from

         15   citizens and the public.  And would -- if you have

         16   comments that you would like to make, if you

         17   would come to the podium and state your name so

         18   that Ms. Strijek can have it for the record.

         19     Name -- name and address.

         20          MS. GLAZER:  My name is Susan Glazer;

         21   I'm a homeowner at 8310 Star Point Court in Little

         22   Hunting Creek.  And I'm here on behalf of myself,

         23   my husband, and several of our neighbors on Star

         24   Point Court.

         25     With a thank you to Linda Wardell for
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          1   spearheading the Harrod's Creek Park project.  But

          2   along with a wonderful thing come a lot of

          3   questions from us because our properties back up

          4   to the hiking area.  And we have some -- a list of

          5   concerns, some regarding the trails and the MSD

          6   project, which is already in progress.

          7     So I don't know how would you like me to

          8   proceed but to read the questions and then I would

          9   like to submit them to be included in the minutes

         10   for this meeting.

         11          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Sure.

         12          MS. GLAZER:  Regarding the MSD prep,

         13   and I'm -- I'm just going to go through them and

         14   you-all can stop me or -- and answer questions or

         15   how ever you want to do it.

         16     Regarding the MSD project.  Is the City of

         17   Prospect working with the Army Corps of Engineers

         18   on future plans for such things as a boat dock and

         19   a parking lot?  We've heard a lot of things.  We

         20   don't know.

         21     How will the extension of work being

         22   conducted 1500 feet from the blue herons nesting

         23   area be enforced?

         24     How does the City Council going to work with

         25   MSD to ensure that no wildlife or vegetation are
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          1   harmed during the project?

          2     And should any homeowners' property be

          3   damaged during this project, how will the City

          4   Council work with MSD to make sure that those

          5   homeowners' properties are returned to normal?

          6     And then regarding Harrod's Creek Park, my

          7   list of questions is significantly longer.

          8     We would like to know if there are plans for

          9   future trails in the Harrod's Creek area; if so, who

         10   is planning them?

         11     Will there be public input regarding the plans?

         12     Will there be public hearings?

         13     And how will these plans will be financed?

         14     What steps will be taken to protect residents

         15   whose homes and property are adjacent to the

         16   park?

         17     Will there be city-sponsored signage,

         18   increased police patrols?

         19     How soon may we expect appropriate signage

         20   of the trail head?

         21     Will permanent signs be posted along the

         22   trails?

         23     Some of these questions have been -- already

         24   been answered in the Mayor Eberle's letter to me.

         25     Will pets be allowed?
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          1     Will vehicles, bicycles, and motorbikes be

          2   allowed?

          3     Will swimming in Harrod's Creek be permitted?

          4     Will alcoholic beverages be permitted?

          5     Will weapons be allowed, including firearms

          6   and bows and arrows?

          7     And then among the questions we have:  Will

          8   there be an -- for hiker's sake, will there be an

          9   emergency call system for people who have been

         10   injured, for people who may be attacked or

         11   stalked?

         12     Will access to the Pu -- to the parks, both the

         13   Putney Pond area and Harrod's Creek, be limited

         14   to numbers of people during times of drought or

         15   flooding or at night?

         16     Does the City of Prospect have liability

         17   insurance; and, if so, how does that impact any

         18   claims filed against the city for injuries or -- in --

         19   incurred on the trails?

         20     How will the parks be maintained beyond -- if

         21   they're -- plans to be on [phonetic] volunteers

         22   doing trash pick up?

         23     How will the wildlife, plants, and trees be

         24   protected?

         25     And how will all of the rules be enforced?
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          1     And I would like to submit these questions for

          2   the minutes.  Thank you.

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  We do have answers to

          4   tho -- I -- I -- I don't know if we want -- I -- I did

          5   respond to your earlier e-mails.  And if you want, I

          6   can -- we can go point by point on -- on some of

          7   those.  I was -- I was trying to write them down as

          8   you went through them, but I think I lost track, 

          9   so. . .

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I can answer

         11   one of them.  Because I -- I got a letter here --

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- from --

         14   from -- from Stuart, since he has to be out of town.

         15     He said:  [reads] When negotiating the

         16   easement with MSD, I didn't ensure that MSD

         17   would work with the state wildlife agency to ensure

         18   that their construction, which will involve lots of

         19   heavy equipment will not disturb the herons.  They

         20   have met with state agencies and are going to

         21   adjust their construction schedule as not to disturb

         22   the heroins -- herons.

         23     So that he thought that they've already been

         24   in contact with state agencies over this.  So we've

         25   got the state agencies involved with that.
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          1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  I will try to 

          2   and -- and maybe Stuart Miles,  who's the council

          3   liaison to Parks and Recreation, who -- and

          4   Stuart's not able to be here tonight, but he may --

          5   we -- we can get these to him.

          6     I can -- I'll -- I'll try to go through quickly, on

          7   the MSD, I -- I -- we are not working with the

          8   Corps of Engineers.  But there is -- when -- when

          9   MSD will be taking their sewer plant offline, as

         10   we've talked about before, we will have a  paddling

         11   access -- the city plans to have paddling access in

         12   there.  And they will leave -- they will take the

         13   sewer plant itself out and that will be leveled out,

         14   which would provide a place for parking.

         15     Restriction of work from 1500 feet from the

         16   blue herons nest.  Be -- I don't know how -- how

         17   close we are, 1500 feet.  I'm not sure.

         18          MS. SPEAKER:  300 feet.

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  But they have had the

         20   Fish and Wildlife down there and they're -- I know

         21   MSD is working with them.

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And they're

         23   also planning their construction so that it will 

         24   not -- not only will it not occur during the time that

         25   the birds are nesting, it won't interfere with their
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          1   pre-nesting love life either, so. . .

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.  Yeah.  Right.

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  There's --

          4   there's --

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  They are --

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- a -- a nice

          7   little window in there for them to sort of get it all

          8   together and hatch the birds.  And then after that,

          9   in that other interval when the birds have

         10   scattered and it's no longer a rookery, then MSD

         11   will be doing the work in that would be in that

         12   sensitive area.

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Stuart and

         14   Ms. Wardell met with a Mr. Waldman, and Mr.

         15   Waldman is in charge of the Olmsted Conservory

         16   [sic].  He's the guy that takes care of all the parks

         17   in the city.  He's been through the property.

         18     It says:  [reads] We also talked with Mr.

         19   Waltman [sic] about the -- the heron rockery [sic]

         20   that is in the park.  He told us that the trail that

         21   goes down the creek, which is hundreds of feets

         22   [sic] away from the rookery does not pose any

         23   threat to it.  Again, this trail has been there for

         24   years with people walking on it regularly.  If the

         25   herons had been dis -- disturbed by this trail, they
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          1   wouldn't be there now.

          2          MS. SPEAKER:  But not all these people.

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  Then the -- the next

          4   one is whether wildlife or vegetation will be

          5   harmed during the M -- MSD prode -- project. 

          6   They will be --  they're easement allows them to

          7   clear vegetation.  And -- and we've talked about

          8   that in the past.  And I -- and I -- I'm -- I'm sure in

          9   clearing the vegetation and the trees to that lower

         10   spot there will be wildlife that will be displaced.

         11     We do have $37,000 that is -- that is going to

         12   be placed in the allocated, not unallocated,

         13   reserves for the restoration of the -- the trees that

         14   will be taken out.

         15     How will City Council work to ensure

         16   homeowners property is returned to normal after

         17   MSD is finished with the project?  If there are 

         18   ho -- if there's private property disturbed, I -- I --

         19   I feel sure that MSD will -- will restore that.

         20     I did ask the chief engineer, Steve Emily, to --

         21   to -- to attend tonight.  He had a conflict, but he

         22   did say that he would be able to come at the July

         23   meeting, so. . .

         24     Harrod's Creek Park.  Future trails in the 

         25   Ha -- Harrod's Creek Park area, we may -- we --
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          1   the Parks and -- and Recreations Committee is

          2   maybe planning, I -- I -- I haven't seen specific

          3   plans with regards to future trails that would be on

          4   city property.

          5     Right now, the -- the -- the only thing we have

          6   are the -- what we call the "upper" and the "lower"

          7   trail, which provide a -- a loop.  And I think the --

          8   it would be the Parks and Recreation Committee

          9   that would be -- would be talking about where

         10   those trails might be.  I don't know whether they

         11   have any public hearings planned, but they -- but

         12   their meetings are open to the public.

         13     Steps taken to protect residents' homes and

         14   pop -- property are adjacent to the park and

         15   signage and -- and prolice -- police patrols.  We

         16   have put up signage.  And again, I think Stuart

         17   Miles could tell you exactly where that signing --

         18   signage is, talking about where private property

         19   begins and where public property -- where the

         20   boundaries are.

         21     Increased police patrols.  We will -- once we

         22   are able to, probably after -- especially after the

         23   sewer plant is taken offline, we'll have better

         24   access down to that area and would -- I would

         25   imagine that we would be able to have increased
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          1   police patrols.  I know. . .

          2     Actually, Lieutenant Shaw, didn't -- didn't --

          3   weren't you taken on a tour?

          4          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  I was.

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Okay.

          6          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Friday night we

          7   went down.

          8          MAYOR EBERLE:  And -- right.

          9     We also have emergen -- we've -- we've had

         10   the fire department and EMS take tours there as

         11   well.

         12     Rules will be posted.  Yes, we do have rules. 

         13   And the -- I think the Parks and Recreations

         14   Committee will be considering those rules and

         15   maybe expanding those rules at -- at their next

         16   meeting.  And we do have a draft, if -- if -- if -- if

         17   someone would wa -- like to look at what those

         18   rules are now.

         19     They're essentially the same as with all parks

         20   and natural areas, which is posted on the back of

         21   the -- the -- the summary is posted -- or the rules

         22   is posted on the back of the parks brochure.  

         23   The -- the rules for Harrod's Creek Park will

         24   essentially be the same as for Putney Pond and --

         25   and Woodlands.
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          1     Will be pets -- will pets be allowed?  Only on

          2   leash.

          3     Will vehicles and bicycles and motorbikes be

          4   allowed?  No.

          5     Will swimming in Harrod's Creek be permitted? 

          6   I don't know that we're going to patrol Harrod's

          7   Creek, but we are -- and we haven't --

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Some of

          9   those areas are --

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- prohibited --

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- so narrow,

         12   you couldn't swim in them if you wanted to.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  I mean, it --

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You may

         15   wade in it, but you're not going to swim in it.

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Will alcoholic

         17   beverages be permitted?  That's a violation of the

         18   rules, as drafted.

         19     Will weapons be allowed, in -- including

         20   firearms and bows and arrows?  That is a violation

         21   of Prospect City ordinances.

         22     Will there be an emergency call system?  And

         23   now, if you're talking about call boxes, I'm not

         24   aware of -- of any established system that -- that's

         25   being planned.
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          1          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Cell phones

          2   should take care of that.

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, yeah.  Cell

          4   phones to 228-COPS, I would guess would be 

          5   the --

          6          MR. SPEAKER:  I would think 911.

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Or 911; right.

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Right.

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Access to the parks be

         10   limited?  I mean, there's not a -- in my -- in my

         11   understanding, there's -- there's not a -- a limit on

         12   the number of people that could be in the park. 

         13   Although that could be considered.  At night, the

         14   parks -- the rules are that the park is open during

         15   daylight hours, so that would not include the night.

         16     Yes, the City of Prospect has liability

         17   insurance and our insurers are aware of -- of -- 

         18   of -- of the park.

         19     How will the parks be maintained?  There is a

         20   trash pick up.  There's --  there's a trash container

         21   at the trail head at the entrance to the park, and

         22   the rules encourage everyone using the park not to

         23   put trash in -- along the trails, and if they see

         24   trash on the trails, the rules, as drafted so far,

         25   ask them to pack it out, which I think most of the
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          1   people that are -- that are there using that will be

          2   disposed to that.

          3     How will wildlife be protected?  The only thing

          4   that -- the only protection would be that there

          5   would be no hunting allowed.  And the rules are to

          6   stay on the main -- on the trails.

          7     How will plants and trees be protected?  Much

          8   in the same way that we -- we need to stay on the

          9   trails.  Now, occasionally, there is a tree that falls

         10   across the trail and we would cut those.  But other

         11   than that, plan, no.

         12          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Well, you-all

         13   had a -- you-all had a -- a -- the -- where you went

         14   back there and took some aggressive species out,

         15   too, didn't you?

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And the

         18   trails were --

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  We are re -- 

         20   removing --

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  The trails

         22   will allow us to access that property?

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.  I --

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  And how will the rules
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          1   be enforced, this last one?  And that -- that would

          2   be any -- any rules that we have or ordinance 

          3   that -- ordinances that would be violated would

          4   either be handled by the -- the police or -- or the

          5   Code -- and the Code Enforcement Board.

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I -- just 

          7   one -- one more paragraph from Stuart.  It says: 

          8   [reads] I do think we should work with the

          9   residents of Star Point Court to deal with issue of

         10   people cutting through their yards to access the

         11   park.

         12     Apparently there was a trail from one property

         13   owner's house down to the woods.  I had to block

         14   that trail leading to their yards at both ends and

         15   put up signs informing people that it was not the

         16   Harrod's Creek Trail and that only the entrance to

         17   the park was Montero Drive trail head.

         18     I have recently checked these blockades and

         19   they have -- and the signs are intact.  I have

         20   talked with Ron Cundiff about putting up more

         21   formal city signs.  I have also spoke to our police

         22   department lieutenant about having the police

         23   random patrol parks -- of the park.  I've also put

         24   up new signs at the trail head informing people

         25   that bikes, horses, motorized vehicles, were not
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          1   allowed on the trail.  There are numerous signs

          2   along the trail telling people to stay on the marked

          3   trail.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  I think the improved

          5   trails will allow us an avenue to en -- enforce the

          6   rules better than we have in the past.  We -- the

          7   trails have been there for a long time, started

          8   probably as deer trails.

          9     And I became alarmed, and I know many other

         10   people, especially in the Star Port -- Star Point

         11   Court area, with -- with hunting in there and also

         12   with ATVs going through there.  So, hopefully,

         13   now, with nature lovers on the trail rather than

         14   deer hunters, we will have a -- a more --

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  The other --

         16   the other -- the other -- the other thing I think is

         17   important is, is that the way the trails were before,

         18   it encouraged young people to use the trails

         19   because the older people, like myself, couldn't

         20   climb over all that stuff.

         21     So now -- what we've done now, we've

         22   widened trails, made it easier to walk, encouraging

         23   more people to go in who are -- I don't know the

         24   word here [phonetic], but who are older, who

         25   couldn't -- couldn't -- couldn't do those trails
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          1   earlier.  So now we've got elderly people on the

          2   trails rather than just young children or young kids

          3   back there.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

          5          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And so I

          6   think that makes it safer back there that is

          7   accessible now to adults rather than just children.

          8          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  I did see a lot

          9   of families at -- at the open house.  And -- and

         10   some people that we weren't sure that were going

         11   to make it all the way back on the -- on the loop.

         12     In fact, talking about cell phones, at the -- at

         13   the welcoming table we had, I think it was Cathy

         14   Wallace down there with her cell phone, so that if

         15   we needed to -- to get a car in to help someone

         16   get out.  We -- but we didn't have to do that, 

         17   so. . .

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Linda, have

         19   we missed any points?

         20          MS. WARDELL:  I think you're doing a

         21   good job.

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Again, Stuart Miles,

         23   who's the liaison to the Parks and Recreations

         24   Committee, is not here tonight.  He should be here

         25   at the July meeting.
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          1     And we will try to assure that a representative

          2   from MSD is also here at the July meeting, so. . .

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I think the

          4   better the trail, the -- the better the adjoining

          5   areas are protected.  You're not tempted to

          6   bushwhack your way when there's this nice path of

          7   least resistance that -- switch back that will get

          8   you up and down the -- the steeper areas and so

          9   forth.  So -- so trails actually tend to protect

         10   rather than to destroy the -- the basic area that

         11   you're interested in protecting.

         12          MR. SPEAKER:  May I say one thing?

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, if -- if you -- if

         14   you want to address --

         15          MR. SPEAKER:  I'll -- I'll --

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- at least --

         17          MR. SPEAKER:  I'll do --

         18          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- come to the podium.

         19          MR. SPEAKER:  -- address you next -- 

         20   in -- in -- in July.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Okay.

         22          MR. SPEAKER:  I will comment --

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Any -- and 

         24   any -- any other comments?

         25          MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.
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          1          MS. EMBRY:  Hi.  My name is Carolyn

          2   Embry; I'm a resident of Hunting Creek, living on

          3   Weyanoke Court.

          4     And I'm here tonight in support of the Hunting

          5   Creek Trails.  I have spoken to you before and

          6   expressed my appreciation, so I won't belabor the

          7   point.

          8     But I just did want to add to Linda Wardell's

          9   report by pointing out what -- what she's so

         10   eloquently stated, and that is, that this trail

         11   project has engaged so many residents and people

         12   in establishing the trails and maintaining them,

         13   from the Boy Scouts to countless number of

         14   citizens who have given of their volunteer time to

         15   members of the council, and the result is a

         16   gemstone of this community, in -- in my opinion. 

         17   Just a real treasure for us.

         18     And, you know, with ga -- gas prices what they

         19   are today, we may think before we drive to Red

         20   River Gorge or even to Bernheim Forest.  But when

         21   we have this lovely trail, both of the trails, right

         22   here in our community, we can be there in seven

         23   minutes from our front door and that's walking.  So

         24   we consider this just a real asset to our community

         25   and thank you for them and for all the work that
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          1   you've done and -- and your support of the trails.

          2     And, also, while I have the floor, I'd like to

          3   say that we're also enjoying the summer concerts

          4   so much.  And all these things, I think, are great

          5   enhancements to the quality of life here in our

          6   community.  They draw us out of our homes; they

          7   foster a sense of camaraderie, a sense of

          8   community; they, you know, take us away from the

          9   TV and the computer long enough to meet our

         10   neighbors and to socialize.  So these are all

         11   wonderful things.  The hiking trails, the concerts,

         12   these are all a part of what makes living in

         13   Prospect so special.

         14     So keep doing them -- the good work that

         15   you're doing.  I know that the committees are

         16   certainly going to address the issues that have

         17   been raised and concerns that are legitimate to be

         18   addressed.  But I think by and large these are --

         19   are great things for our community, and we should

         20   celebrate them and be appreciative of them.

         21     Thank you.

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Thank you.

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Mayor, if I

         25   may?  From the article in the paper, and I don't
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          1   know if everybody saw the article, Major Waltman,

          2   who's the project director for Louisville Olmsted

          3   Park Conserve -- Consevantry [sic], he's in charge

          4   of all the parks, quote, "As far as nature's

          5   concerned, I think it stacks up really high,"

          6   Waltman said of the park.  "I was pretty taken back

          7   by the size of the canopy of trees there.  It has

          8   not been logged in a very long time, which you 

          9   can -- which you can't say for many other areas.

         10     "You'd have to go to Bernheim Forest to find a

         11   forest like this."

         12     That says it all.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah, that was the

         14   article that was in the -- and -- and actually

         15   there's copies of that article at the back, so if 

         16   you -- anybody missed that in the -- in the Courier. 

         17   It was in the -- it was in our local neighborhood

         18   section.  It wasn't in the main paper, so. . .

         19     Yes?

         20          MR. KLONDIKE:  My name is Marty

         21   Klondike; I live on the -- Star Point Court at the

         22   end of the cul-de-sac.

         23     And before we talk about Star Point Court, I'd

         24   like to thank each and every one of you for the

         25   fine job you do in Prospect and for the great city
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          1   we live in.  More than -- more people than just

          2   myself appreciate the work you've done.  And,

          3   also, of course, the police department --

          4          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Thank you.

          5          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- so. . .

          6     I'm not going to beat a dead horse on the Star

          7   Point Court thing.  But I -- at the same time, I

          8   thought it would be interesting to just tell you

          9   what's going on from the standpoint of what I've

         10   seen.

         11     I live right at the back of the -- of the -- the

         12   subdivision.  And we've had numerous people,

         13   sometimes individuals, mostly groups, that will cut

         14   through the yards to get down to the back of the

         15   trail, because apparently the trail ends behind

         16   where we live and you can get up the trail -- I've

         17   never done it myself because I'm not that

         18   interested in it, but I've talked to a couple people

         19   that have -- and you can walk up from the end of

         20   the trail, up into the Star Point Court area and go

         21   through three or four different yards, including

         22   mine.  So people are going through private

         23   property all the time.

         24     In fact, even today, MSD pulled their truck --

         25   not their truck, but a survey truck that they had



�
                                                                       44



          1   hired, and that's where they entered the property. 

          2   In fact, I let them go through the property that I

          3   had to get back there to survey their own things.

          4     So it is a situation where we're seeing more

          5   and more of it.  And I guess the thing we want to

          6   do is just make sure that it's identified so that we

          7   know how to act.  I mean, what do we do?  Do we

          8   accost the people that are going through or do we

          9   call the police every time or what?  You know, I'd

         10   like your recommendations on that.

         11     And hopefully, it -- it'll burn itself out.  But,

         12   quite frankly, there's -- it's -- it's an opening from

         13   the back that is not necessarily all that difficult to

         14   get up.  And so if people are tired, they're going 

         15   to -- they're going to probably come up and walk

         16   the streets rather than trying to walk the trail all

         17   the way back to Montero.

         18     We did have a situation the other night where

         19   some kids got lost and came up the trail and came

         20   through our yards with flashlights and so forth

         21   trying to get out.  Nobody got hurt or anything. 

         22   But it was a situation where some of these things

         23   do happen.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  It sounds

         25   like the -- it would be easy to put signs on the trail
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          1   saying "Don't go this way."  The difficulty is

          2   somebody starting from the street and going

          3   through your yard.

          4          MS. SPEAKER:  We need --

          5          MR. KLONDIKE:  Yes.

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You know, so

          7   I -- I can easily see the -- the -- the fix for most

          8   people.  There are always going to be people who

          9   look --

         10          MR. KLONDIKE:  Right.

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- at rules

         12   and, you know, just go their way.  But signs at

         13   those points on the trail should stop people from

         14   the shortcut up the hill.  What we need is

         15   something to stop them starting out at your house

         16   rather than ending up at your house in most cases. 

         17   Is that -- is that reasonable?

         18          MR. KLONDIKE:  Yes.  Much -- just like

         19   what Alan said, there have been signs put in the

         20   back of our properties that kind of butt up against

         21   our property -- and the -- and the --

         22          MR. SPEAKER:  Mayor?

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  We probably

         24   need more signage.  And -- and if -- you know, 

         25   we -- we need to just shut down that trail down.
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          1          MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Completely.

          3          MR. KLONDIKE:  Well, I did --

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And if --

          5          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- check --

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- if it's not

          7   there, they can't use it.

          8          MR. KLONDIKE:  I did check on that,

          9   though, and it's a fairly wide area for them to get

         10   up.

         11          MR. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

         12          MR. KLONDIKE:  In fact --

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  But I think

         14   this signage would take care of that.  I don't -- I

         15   don't think the general public in here wants to

         16   trespass or do anything.  Let's put some signs up,

         17   and I think that'll take care of most of the

         18   property.

         19          MR. KLONDIKE:  Okay.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Actually, the

         21   Putney Pond area, the people there are more

         22   accessible than probably you-guys are where you

         23   are because their houses are right there.  And they

         24   really haven't had any problems yet.

         25     So, I think that's new.  I mean, we want to
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          1   address -- I mean, I -- I understand your concerns,

          2   and I don't want people walking through your yard

          3   or my yard who I don't know.  I mean, I live on

          4   Harrod's Creek.  And since they opened up that

          5   canoe and kayak place, I've got tons of people

          6   behind my house on Harrod's Creek that I've never

          7   ever had before.  Tons of them.

          8          MS. SPEAKER:  How do you like it?

          9          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I hear them

         10   talking.  You know, they're having fun.  I'm not

         11   worried about them coming and stealing something

         12   at my house.  It's hard to get a refrigerator into a

         13   canoe.  So, I mean, I'm not really worried about

         14   that.

         15     But, you know -- but, people are going to use

         16   that.  We -- we're in a community that has all

         17   these luscious things, and people are going to use

         18   them.  We just have to let -- people understand

         19   there are rules.  We need to back them up with

         20   rules.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Right.

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  And I think -- I think,

         23   and maybe Linda can confirm, I think Stuart tried

         24   to -- he put actual --

         25          MS. WARDELL:  Both ends.
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          1          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- an actual barricade

          2   rather than a sign.

          3          MS. WARDELL:  At both ends.

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

          5          MS. WARDELL:  And I saw both ends of

          6   the -- of the barricade.

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  So --

          8          MS. WARDELL:  So. . .

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  And we have increased

         10   the police patrols there.  I know I -- I go by and

         11   Anne -- Anne goes by the -- the Star Point Court

         12   area and also the -- the entrance to the park on

         13   Montero.  So we're trying to monitor what's -- what

         14   the activity is.

         15          MR. KLONDIKE:  The sign that we're

         16   talking about that Stuart put up is about a 

         17   10-by-10 sign, and it -- it -- well, it describes very

         18   well what should and shouldn't be done.

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         20          MR. KLONDIKE:  But I think, just like

         21   what somebody here said earlier, it's --  it's one of

         22   those things for -- it's not going to stop people

         23   from going -- going through our yards to get to the

         24   back; it's more or less their answer for --

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Well, if we --
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          1   if we could block them coming from your -- down,

          2   where they can't get --

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  They can't get --

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- they can't

          5   get past there, then they're not going to use that.

          6          MR. KLONDIKE:  Yeah.

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So I mean --

          8   we've got to -- we've got to block it at both ends. 

          9   And so we'll figure out how we do that.

         10          MR. KLONDIKE:  Okay.  Well, listen,

         11   thank you very much for your time.

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         13          MR. KLONDIKE:  And I appreciate --

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.  We'll

         15   continue to --

         16          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- you-all are doing.

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- work on it.

         18          MR. KLONDIKE:  And --

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  And let us know.

         20          MR. KLONDIKE:  -- appreciate it.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         22          MR. KLONDIKE:  Thank you.

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other --

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Joe in the

         25   back.
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          1          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- any other

          2   comments?

          3          MR. SPEAKER:  If -- if I could make a --

          4   this point, on what this gentleman is saying.

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, ma'am.

          6          MR. SPEAKER:  It -- it will be work.  

          7   Be -- because the only --

          8          MAYOR EBERLE:  Sir, if you're going 

          9   to --

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You have 

         11   to --

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- if you're --

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- come up --

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- going to -- if you're

         15   going to talk, we have to have one --

         16          MR. SPEAKER:  Am I out of line?

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- one person at a

         18   time.  And -- and --

         19          MR. SPEAKER:  Okay.

         20          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- certainly you will. 

         21   So -- but this -- this -- this lady is first.

         22          MS. SPARKS:  I'm Colleen Sparks; I live

         23   at 6500 Gunpowder Lane.

         24     And you-all have been talking about beauty. 

         25   I'm here to talk about ugly, so. . .
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          1     I always feel a little show-and-tell is better. 

          2   And -- when -- and -- and we have a problem.  But

          3   this could happen to anybody.  My neighbor, she's

          4   a wonderful person, I think, very nice to speak to. 

          5   However, as you can see, she doesn't pay a whole

          6   lot of attention to her yard.  This is -- I invite 

          7   you-all -- I live at 6500 Gunpowder; she lives at

          8   6410.

          9     I'm sure if you drive up Gunpowder and look

         10   to your right, it's the house that has the very large

         11   bushes across the front.

         12          MS. SPEAKER:  Uh-huh.

         13          MS. SPARKS:  It has some lovely

         14   rickrack halfway across the porch with holes in it. 

         15   I think the idea was because they keep the

         16   garbage cans on the front porch.  They have for

         17   many, many years.  The place is quite unkept.

         18     Like, this is not the largest.  I -- I -- this is

         19   sort of a medium height.  And it's next to my

         20   fence.  As you can see, I don't know, Roundup

         21   wouldn't do anything to this.

         22     But what I'm saying is this could happen to

         23   anybody.  Like you were saying, the fa -- place on

         24   Wythe Hill Circle, you send a citation, but how

         25   long does this have to go on?  I would like to see
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          1   this Council or whatever type of -- of -- of

          2   ordinance that would be a speedier solution to

          3   these types of problems.

          4     For example, my husband and I we have no

          5   children, relatives are out of -- out of touch, the

          6   two we have are -- I'm in the sure what shape

          7   they're in.  But, anyway, if I should go first, then

          8   our house could turn into something like this.  Not

          9   that he would mean to do that, but he has

         10   Parkinson's disease.

         11     So how can you address things like this that

         12   happen either on purpose or accidentally and then

         13   resolve them in a speedier and more ti -- or a more

         14   timely manner?  What type of citations?  Does it

         15   need to have a -- have a fine?  Can you impose

         16   that against their property tax?  Something that

         17   would keep this from -- from happening, like, next

         18   to you or -- or you.

         19          MS. SPEAKER:  I wouldn't allow it.

         20          MS. SPARKS:  Well, they probably

         21   wouldn't do it out of the circle [phonetic].

         22          MS. SPEAKER:  That's right.

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  You know, we --

         24          MS. SPARKS:  But --

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- we do have --
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          1          MS. SPARKS:  I mean, you do -- you do

          2   need something.

          3     Like I say, I have nice rapport with them.  I've

          4   talked to the youngest daughter.

          5     Now, they have -- a parent -- a Ruth Boteler

          6   lives there, her son, her two daughters, the two

          7   daughters' four children, and then the two

          8   boyfriends of the two daughters.  So if you add

          9   that up, that's six adults and four children.

         10     Les, who lived in the garage, who I used to be

         11   able get to clean up the place, he moved out.

         12     So it -- it's just a -- it's just a pitiful -- or

         13   almost sad situation.  But other than the fact that

         14   they are:  (1) lowering the property values of mine.

         15     Again, this is a personal thing.  If something

         16   should happen to my husband, with his disease,

         17   and I wanted to sell the house, if you drive in my

         18   driveway, and I invite anybody here, that's why I

         19   gave you-all my address, please, come into my

         20   yard and look over at their yard.  Plea -- stay a

         21   distance away because they tie the one dog to the

         22   tree back there that I showed you that doesn't

         23   have any grass or anything.  And he's -- he's not

         24   very nice.

         25     But, again, I ask that -- that the council can
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          1   consider some way, whoever is in charge of the

          2   citations, to maybe come up with a solution that

          3   would be more timely and stronger so this doesn't

          4   happen to anybody else.

          5     Thank you.

          6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.  We -- we

          7   do have the Code Enforcement.  I -- I know 

          8   we've -- there used to be quite a bit of parking in

          9   the yard or --

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yeah.

         11          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- you know, part on

         12   the street and part on the yard at -- at that -- at

         13   that place.  And it has been a declining property

         14   for many years, I think.  I mean, I -- I seem to

         15   remember that it -- that it -- it's been that way 

         16   for -- for quite some time.  We can look and -- and

         17   see.

         18     Now, we do when -- when we -- when we

         19   assess fines, we have -- we have to take them to

         20   court and get a -- and get a judgment, and then we

         21   can -- then we can place a lien on the property.  If

         22   they do not pay the fine, we have to wait until they

         23   sell the house.  Which probably wouldn't

         24   disappoint you.  But -- but -- but we -- we do have

         25   ways to -- to get the -- the fines collected.
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          1     And I don't know if -- if Chief Sherrard -- I

          2   know, you -- you -- you're aware of that property?

          3          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  I'm aware of

          4   that piece of property over there, yeah.

          5          MS. SPARKS:  Is there a timeline on 

          6   the -- on that, as far as issuing the citation and

          7   then -- or what -- the -- you know, a year -- you

          8   know, months, week -- weeks, months, years; what

          9   is the --

         10          POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  They send

         11   them the citation, certified mail, give them a -- 

         12   a -- a deadline in which to get the property

         13   squared away, and then they go to the following

         14   Code Enforcement Board meeting.

         15          MAYOR EBERLE:  And if they don't show

         16   up, the -- that -- that -- that case is still heard. 

         17   And it's just like if you got -- if you've got to have

         18   a speeding ticket and you didn't show up at the

         19   hearing.  So, almost 100% of the time those --

         20   those citations are confirmed.  And then at that

         21   point, then we're -- we're in the collection

         22   process.

         23          MS. SPARKS:  Do I have to register a

         24   complaint to get that started?

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  No.  I mean, that --
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          1   you can.  But if it's -- if it's  observable by the

          2   city, we can initiate it oursel -- an officer can

          3   initiate it.

          4     Herb?

          5          MR. BENCH:  Yeah, Mayor.  I'm Herb

          6   Bench, and I'm Colleen's neighbor on Gunpowder

          7   Lane.

          8     And I want to support what she's has to say.  I

          9   was here at the last meeting.  I talked with the

         10   Chief about this before.  It's time for the city to

         11   act in this situation.  We've got an absolute sewer

         12   up there.  It's an eyesore.  It's a bad part of the

         13   community.  It's something the community has to

         14   do.

         15     Residents should not be subject to this sort of

         16   thing in this community.  And, certainly, there's

         17   action that you, the city, always can take.  I

         18   support calling you because of the neighbor next

         19   door, I feel sorry for her, because her house is

         20   beautiful; she maintains the property.  All of us

         21   maintain our property in -- here in Prospect.  We

         22   should not have to, as citizens, suffer from this

         23   sort of thing because somebody doesn't care about

         24   their property and -- and the property

         25   maintenance.
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          1     I know, Chief, you did a good job with cars. 

          2   And I -- hopefully, you will continue to keep an eye

          3   on this property and whatever ordinances can be

          4   enforced to prevent this sort of thing happening in

          5   the future.

          6     I just, again, I want to ask that you, all of you

          7   on the committee here on the -- as the council to

          8   help us do something about this piece of property. 

          9   It's really a terrible situation, particularly for us

         10   as neighbors there.

         11     Thank you very much.

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other?

         13     Okay, front?

         14          MR. FULCHER:  Frank Fulcher, Wythe

         15   Hill Circle.

         16     I feel like I'm beating a dead horse here,

         17   because you addressed my concerns, which were

         18   brought up last meeting regarding the property on

         19   Wythe Hill Circle.  In dealing with that, I

         20   appreciate the fact that it's been cut.  It's still got

         21   windrows of hay laying -- laying there.

         22     The ordinance, as I understand it, deals

         23   strictly with seven inches of grass.  If your -- the

         24   height of the grass.  Is -- and -- and I -- I feel the

         25   chief and his officers have a difficult time with
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          1   seven inches of grass.  I -- I asked Anne, kind of a

          2   jest with -- was that seven inches total length or if

          3   it's vertical or if it's laying down; how do you --

          4   how do you -- how do you define or issue a citation

          5   for seven inches of grass?

          6     The other problem is -- it may not be grass. 

          7   The -- the -- I sympathize with Ms. Sparks and --

          8   and her bench [phonetic].  Where weeds of

          9   tremendous proportion are all over her property,

         10   cracks in the driveway.

         11     You've seen that, Chief, in that property.

         12     But -- so what I'm asking is, you know,

         13   instead of a seven inches of grass ordinance

         14   violation, I'd like the council to consider looking

         15   at a -- developing an ordinance which deals with

         16   property values.

         17     Now we've spent hundreds of thousands of

         18   dollars upgrading the community through parks and

         19   that type of thing.  And on -- part of that, the -- on

         20   the premise that it increases our property values. 

         21   So following through with that thought, something

         22   that decreases property values in a neighborhood,

         23   it should be -- it should be addressed equally.  So

         24   it's difficult to enforce seven inches of grass.  I

         25   mean, when it gets to be a foot and a half, it's
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          1   fine.  But if you have a field full of chickweed that

          2   only gross three inches, it's technically not a

          3   violation, but it's --

          4          MR. SPEAKER:  Right.

          5          MR. FULCHER:  -- a terrible lawn and 

          6   it's -- and it -- it affects property.

          7     So, I -- I don't know what the proper

          8   mechanism is, but somebody should be able to

          9   develop an ordinance which is enforceable that

         10   allows the -- allows the chief and his people to

         11   say. . .

         12     The weed that Colleen brought in here is not

         13   unusual in this property.  I mean, and dead fall

         14   from trees is not unusual in this specific property. 

         15   But the ordinance doesn't address those issues. 

         16   Or broken toilets in the front yard or, you know,

         17   those type of things.

         18     So I think -- I think we need to focus on

         19   property value as opposed to seven inches of

         20   grass, and take a look at that ordinance and think

         21   of property -- property value deterioration issue as

         22   opposed to how long is your grass.

         23     So thank you very much.

         24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Frank.

         25          MR. SPEAKER:  Can I get up?
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          1          MR. SPEAKER:  Do you want to speak on

          2   the same subject?

          3          MS. KLEIER:  Probably not.  I have a

          4   walking trail.

          5          MR. SPEAKER:  Come on up.

          6   [laughter]

          7          MR. SPEAKER:  I'm -- I want to talk

          8   about finances, so. . .

          9          MS. KLEIER:  Okay.  Marilyn Kleier; Star

         10   Point Court.

         11     And I do appreciate everything you-guys do.  I

         12   wouldn't want your job.  But I wonder what the

         13   police department thinks about this walking trail. 

         14   This makes their job more difficult.

         15     And, personally, it's a nightmare for the

         16   people on Star Court.  Like, you-guys have been

         17   too nice.  But -- and I'll tell you, Mayor Eberle,

         18   you're wrong about the -- increasing the property

         19   value, because we already have one neighbor

         20   that's fled the court because of the walking trail. 

         21   And we've all discussed it, so you're wrong about

         22   property values.

         23     You're wrong about the Herons because I

         24   talked to the biologist that came through.  He said

         25   that there was a restriction that they give -- MSD
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          1   restriction of 400 feet, and they're only at 300

          2   feet, so they're not abiding by the restriction.  And

          3   1500 feet is the restriction they gave them when

          4   the birds are in -- in -- in play.  So, if you abided

          5   by -- I'm -- I'm hoping you'll -- I remember the

          6   term complementary voluntar -- voluntary

          7   compliance.

          8     I'm hoping you will voluntarily comply with the

          9   U.S. Wildlife Service restrictions.  Because it's

         10   not true that you can walk down by -- by the

         11   herons and they don't -- it doesn't bother them. 

         12   You can ask my neighbors, you see them all fly out

         13   of the trees and out of the nest when people come

         14   down.  And there's no way -- if they come through

         15   our yards, there's no way to avoid the herons.

         16     And I do appreciate the signs.  But I was

         17   talking about signs in our front yard.  Because we

         18   have people just coming -- one day I was standing

         19   in my backyard working in the garden, and some

         20   kids had gone through, and then the mom comes

         21   through and she's on the cell phone and she's

         22   talking to the kids while I'm just standing there

         23   looking at her.

         24     And then she gets off the phone and she said,

         25   "Well, we always come through this way.  This is
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          1   our easement."

          2     And I said, "Well, this is my backyard."  And

          3   that's how people, they just ignore you.  They just

          4   walk on through.

          5     And I know they walk right by Morty's pool. 

          6   So the more people that have -- you know, it's a

          7   nightmare.  It's just -- I feel like this was done for

          8   the public and not for Hunting Creek.  Because we

          9   know where the paths are; we've always used

         10   them.  They've been there forever.  And we have

         11   access to them.  But now you're  inviting the whole

         12   world in.  And that's a nightmare.

         13     Thank you.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  M-hm.  Thank you.

         15     Well, we're certainly not inviting the world

         16   through your front yard.  And a trespass is a

         17   trespass.  We -- and you could put up your own

         18   signs and we can put up signs on -- on our

         19   property and try to block that.  But we'll -- we'll 

         20   ke -- we'll -- we'll -- we'll try to monitor that.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  I think if --

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- as much as we can.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  -- if it isn't

         24   addressed, then word of mouth makes more people

         25   come and it can be a problem.
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          1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  I had similar

          3   problem with people walking through my hard, so

          4   you have my sympathy.  But it -- it can be a big

          5   issue if it isn't addressed --

          6          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  -- somehow. 

          8   We've got to come up with something.

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

         10     Yes?

         11          MR. HANCOCK:  This -- I think I'm the

         12   last one on the trail, I think, so. . .  Mayor, we 

         13   met --

         14          THE REPORTER:  Your name --

         15          MR. HANCOCK:  -- about --

         16          THE REPORTER:  -- please?

         17          MR. HANCOCK:  -- a year and a half ago. 

         18   I don't --

         19          THE REPORTER:  Your name, please,

         20   sir?  Your name?

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Name?

         22          MR. HANCOCK:  Oh.

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Name and address?

         24          MR. HANCOCK:  Joe -- no, Bob Hancock.

         25     I met you about a year and a half ago, when
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          1   you --

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

          3          MR. HANCOCK:  -- discovered them --

          4   MSD over there --

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  You're the fisherman.

          6          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, I've got -- I'm --

          7   I'm the trailblazer.  Not everybody is a kid going

          8   down there.  I'm one of them.  I might be the only

          9   odd one, but. . .

         10     Can I just ask you-all a question?  I'm

         11   betweener [phonetic] on this trail; okay?  I realize

         12   it's not my backyard, but it really is to a degree.  I

         13   want you-all to treat this like it's your own house. 

         14   And how many of you-all are backed up against the

         15   trail?  Could I show --

         16          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I'm backed

         17   up against --

         18          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- Putney

         20   Pond Trail.

         21          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  Okay.  So -- so

         22   you know when something like this happens

         23   quickly, and this thing didn't come quickly to me. 

         24   I ran into you, we were talking about that on the

         25   MSD.  I walked with the guys from MSD afterwards. 
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          1   I got to know Stuart.  And Stuart was coming one

          2   time from the other side.  The -- my dog and I, we

          3   blazed this thing from about halfway on the top

          4   trail down to the ripples; okay?  And so we did that

          5   ourselves with a si -- with a sickle.  We loved to

          6   do it down there.

          7     Things have changed right now.  And I'm a

          8   realist; okay?  It's your property; the public

          9   deserves to use it.  Making that trail is very easy. 

         10   Maintaining that trail the proper way is not.

         11     The police is going to be involved because of

         12   people are coming over and so forth.  We -- we

         13   have people coming over us with -- regularly

         14   through our area.  We've lost one -- one little bitty

         15   chair; okay?  This is going to take -- continue

         16   going on as things go on.

         17     The gentleman at the end of the -- the 

         18   street -- I'm -- I'm from Star Par -- Star Point

         19   Court.  The gentleman at the end of the street, the

         20   reason that people are going through his backyard

         21   is there's only one good access, if you fish, and

         22   it's down by the ripples.  Anywhere else, it's 5 to

         23   10 feet high, which it's just too high to fish there. 

         24   And really it -- it has a quick drop off.  So you just

         25   going to -- you can't go in in your waders.
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          1     So ev -- I think his numbers are going to go

          2   up when word gets out, "Hey, the way -- only place

          3   you can fish is at the end of this cul-de-sac,"

          4   okay.

          5     So I think that the concept is good.  But really

          6   and truly, putting this thing to bed and making it

          7   work is going to be more difficult than you

          8   gentleman and ladies think it will.  And I think

          9   we're going to have -- I really hope you're

         10   receptive to the people from Star Point when they

         11   have complaints and so forth, and I hope you

         12   really don't brush us off, and -- and the -- you're

         13   really trying to work with us to make this thing

         14   happen.

         15     I'm a ki -- I was a kid 40 or 50 years ago. 

         16   And if I see a trail and it says stay on it, does that

         17   register with me?  Well, Bob Hancock, it didn't

         18   very much; okay?  I went through hell and back

         19   [phonetic].

         20     We're going to bring a lot of people down

         21   there.  There were four or five high school kids

         22   were coming down the other day that I was

         23   walking, and none of them had their shoes and

         24   none of them were on the path.  They were just

         25   meangering [sic] around.
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          1     You're going to have calls about fires down

          2   there.  You're going to have some fires, some fire

          3   places are going to start.  You're going to have

          4   beer bo -- beer parties and things like that

          5   because this is human nature.  This is the

          6   downside of this; okay?  So, again, you can't leave

          7   this up there hanging when we ask for help, thi --

          8   this is what I'm trying to say.

          9     So people there in our court are great people. 

         10   They're -- they're trying to understand what's

         11   happened to their -- to their land down there.  It's

         12   not theirs, but still, it's been a part of their life

         13   for a long time.

         14     We have gone through those trails where the

         15   deer was for years.  My dog and I have been doing

         16   it four and a half years.  And we love it.  We really

         17   do.  To put a leash on him right now, it's hard to

         18   take Barney, ladies and gentlemen.  It really is. 

         19   The beautiful thing being down there, there's

         20   nobody down there; we're not going to irritate

         21   anybody.

         22     Nowadays, it's like we're on I-75.  Every time

         23   I've walk down, there have been four or five

         24   people down there.  And you -- you -- you -- 

         25   you-all go on and -- and pat yourself on the back,
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          1   because it is a beautiful area down there.  But

          2   there's a downside on it.  There really is.

          3     90% of the people are going to be dynamite

          4   people coming through there and some of them

          5   won't.  So, I hope whenever you walk this trail,

          6   you bring a bag, you'll pick up trash, and ta --

          7   coming up.

          8     I had a nice conversation with that Linda --

          9   glad to meet you -- and I talked to her today about

         10   a few of these things, too.  So I guess that's all

         11   I've got to say.

         12     The -- the people coming through the

         13   backyards will be a pain, and it's going to get

         14   worse, I think, as people find out how much fun it

         15   is down there.

         16     And the gentleman at the end, I really hope

         17   you-all can help and the lady.  They -- they -- it's

         18   an easy way up from that ripples.  And they're

         19   going to have most of the action over there.  They

         20   really are.

         21     And we've also got -- I've got MD -- MSD on

         22   both sides at our house.  We've got a runoff,

         23   where it comes in through our -- our -- I'm

         24   becoming real friendly with the MSD folks.  And

         25   they run the tru -- the water from the streets on
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          1   one side.  The other side we've got a junior pump

          2   station.  So I hope that people don't start coming

          3   up that pump station.

          4     And I really wish you-all could tell us the best

          5   way for us to handle this.  I don't want to -- I don't

          6   want to hire an attorney to go and -- and, you

          7   know, call trespassing signs or something like

          8   that.  We're going to need some help on that,

          9   because we don't want that to be a part of our life,

         10   trying to do that.

         11     I was with a guy at the Garvin Brown place,

         12   we were walking the other day.  This guy was

         13   talking about the area down there that he walks

         14   there.  And he described my backyard.  He's been

         15   a hanging around my backyard checking this place

         16   out.  Doesn't make you feel real good, you know. 

         17   And -- and I'm just ornery enough that, you know,

         18   that I don't appreciate that.

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Mr. 

         20   Hancock --

         21          MR. HANCOCK:  You --

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  -- what's

         23   your observations been since you've been down

         24   there so often over the last number of years? 

         25   Have you found a lot of folks with dogs running
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          1   loose or are most of them are leashes?

          2          MR. HANCOCK:  No.  Now what's

          3   happening, since this -- this has opened up,

          4   almost everybody had their -- had their -- their 

          5   leg -- their ha -- their dogs on leashes --

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Okay.

          7          MR. HANCOCK:  -- you know.  Now some

          8   people are taking three or four at a time, which is

          9   hard, you know, to get down there.  But if you-all

         10   could really set the tone with the rules and

         11   regulations, and I don't know how you-guys are

         12   going to be able to help us, but if you're deep in

         13   there, you-guys are going to have to concoct some

         14   way to get down there and help.

         15     If there's -- and if we here a beer ba -- blash

         16   or -- bash or something like that, it's supposed to

         17   be shut down at night, and tell the people that,

         18   you know.  There's always going to be some people

         19   that are going to break those rules, you know.

         20     And I'll help you, if we see anything like that,

         21   to try and do that.  Because it's my inclination is

         22   to go down by myself, you know, but I'll let 

         23   you-guys go, so -- so. . .

         24          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  You might have to

         25   go down with me to -- to lead me back out.
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          1          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Well --

          3          MR. HANCOCK:  I'll -- I'll --

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- he's got

          5   the dog.  That will help.  And --

          6          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.  I'll -- I'll send

          7   the dog.  There's not much of him, but he thinks

          8   he's huge.  He's a dachshund, so. . .

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, we do need to, I

         10   think, be mindful of -- as -- as the trail becomes

         11   used more, there -- it raises a lot of issues, as you

         12   say.

         13          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  It's certainly not the

         15   intent of the council -- I think I can speak for the

         16   council, or any of the residents to -- to impose 

         17   on -- on the nearby -- the -- the property owners

         18   that are -- that -- that their backyards open up to

         19   this.  So we -- we will -- I -- I'm -- I'm sure we'll

         20   continue to discuss it.

         21     And I see Lieutenant Shaw --

         22          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  One thing I might

         23   add, when you're -- if you're living there on Star

         24   Light [sic] Court, and you see these cars come up

         25   and then get out and go, obviously, we're not
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          1   asking you to approach them.

          2          MR. HANCOCK:  M-hm.

          3          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  And, you know, if

          4   we're tied up on an accident or we're tied up on

          5   another run and we can't get there, write a tag

          6   number down for us.  If you see these --

          7          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.

          8          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- cars coming in

          9   there, write them down.  We will identify who they

         10   are, and I will go see -- you know, probably they

         11   live here --

         12          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.

         13          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- somewhere.

         14          MR. HANCOCK:  Oh, yeah.

         15          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  And I'll go talk with

         16   them --

         17          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.

         18          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- and then just let

         19   them know they need to go to the trail head and

         20   that's the proper way of entry.

         21          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

         22          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  But just don't

         23   approach them yourself.

         24          MR. HANCOCK:  All right.  Well --

         25          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Because,



�
                                                                       73



          1   unfortunately, you never know what --

          2          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  Okay.

          3   [laughter]

          4          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Yeah.

          5          MR. HANCOCK:  You don't know me real

          6   well, you know.  Some -- some of us are not --

          7          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Be careful doing

          8   that, that's all I say.

          9          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, but I -- I -- I do

         10   yield to you because you're armed and I'm not. 

         11   So, you know, we'll --

         12          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  The mayor --

         13          MR. HANCOCK:  -- we'll keep it like that.

         14          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- has not given me

         15   bullets yet, but I'm --

         16          MR. HANCOCK:  He has not.

         17          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- working my way

         18   up to that.

         19   [laughter]

         20          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, the name of my

         21   dog --

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Excellent.

         23          MR. HANCOCK:  -- happens to be

         24   "Barney," so --

         25          LIEUTENANT SHAW:  I've got back up
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          1   then.

          2          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, I have one other

          3   question.  On -- and this is a -- a real quick

          4   question.  On the -- the construction road that --

          5   that's going to go in and we're going to take in the

          6   heavy equipment to -- to -- to lay that pipe and so

          7   forth, where's that going to be; is that going to be

          8   down from the pump station all along --

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  It's --

         10          MR. HANCOCK:  -- the creek on that

         11   portion?

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- it's my

         13   understanding they're going to use the road that is

         14   there now, the private road that goes down to the

         15   pump station.

         16          MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  But now, as -- as -- I

         18   think it would be good to have Mr. Emily here at

         19   the July meeting.

         20          MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.  And meet then.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  And -- and -- and

         22   maybe continuing on if there -- if -- if --

         23          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

         24          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- because as they

         25   move through the pros -- the project, which they



�
                                                                       75



          1   have a right to do, and we can't stop them.

          2          MR. HANCOCK:  Right.

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  But -- but they -- they

          4   have listened to us about cautionary matters 

          5   that -- that we -- we can -- we can work with them

          6   on and -- and certainly they're -- they're willing 

          7   to -- to come and listen.  Mr. Emily's been here

          8   before, at least once, that one meeting.

          9          MR. HANCOCK:  Well, unfortunately --

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  So. . .

         11          MR. HANCOCK:  -- he might know me

         12   back from one of your second meetings now.  

         13   The July meeting --

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         15          MR. HANCOCK:  -- talked to MSD guy,

         16   so. . .

         17     Appreciate the time.  I really do, so. . .

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Appreciate

         19   your comments.

         20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

         21   [applause]

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other comments?

         23          MR. DAVIS:  Yeah.

         24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

         25          MR. DAVIS:  My name is Jack Davis, and
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          1   we live at 8301 Star Point Court.  It's on the

          2   corner of Montero Drive and Star Point Court. 

          3   Montero Drive ends at our driveway.  Our backyard

          4   and the backyard of the home behind us, I think it

          5   faces Harrod's Way, the estate section, is a -- like

          6   a park of it's own.

          7     The fishing issue -- we've lived in this home

          8   since it was built, for 34 years, and it was -- I

          9   don't know if we were the first -- or one of the

         10   first, certainly, homes that were built on Star Point

         11   Court.

         12     And addressing fishing, we've had fishermen,

         13   mostly youngsters, teenagers, some parents

         14   bringing their children through to the creek.  The

         15   creek at our end is deeper, steeper down.  There

         16   is a trail, one trail, down that they can get down

         17   there.  But there's not a -- never been a lot of

         18   traffic.  And there's not a lot of traffic today.  We

         19   really don't have a problem with the people who go

         20   down there.  There's never been an accident.

         21     There is an easement in our -- between my

         22   house and my property and the house in the estate

         23   section and their property.  And I'm very

         24   concerned that the municipal sewer district will

         25   want to move equipment through there.  I don't
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          1   know where they're moving their equipment

          2   through.  And I'm very interested in coming back

          3   and verifying what their plans are.  Because I'll

          4   tell you, with me personally, and with many people

          5   in this community, the Municipal Sewer District

          6   does not have a lot of credibility.  They haven't

          7   had for years, and they certainly don't today.  And

          8   I would like to get something definitive as to what

          9   their intentions are and that they will live up to

         10   them, more importantly.

         11     Thank you.  That's all I have.

         12          MR. KEHLBECK:  Joe Kehlbeck, 7812

         13   Cedar Ridge Court, Prospect.

         14     I'm here tonight to talk about a mundane

         15   subject called "finances," and especially the city

         16   proj -- budget.  I am very disappointed that the

         17   way the cycle runs, it ran last year, and it sounds

         18   like it's going this year, is that very little input

         19   comes from the residents.

         20     We have very little chance to look at anything,

         21   to make suggestions.  And you -- we have the

         22   system set up so that the mayor prepares the

         23   budget, and there are four people, I call them the

         24   "Gang of Four," that approve it.  And we went

         25   through this last year with suggestions and nothing
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          1   was suggest -- accepted, and we just sign it and

          2   that's it.

          3     And we're going through that same process

          4   this year.  And I've been looking at what we did

          5   last year with this insurance tax, of the 50%

          6   increase.  And, you know, that generated

          7   $453,000.  That's a lot of money.

          8     And if you recall, the reason we had the

          9   insurance tax proposal was to cover the loss or the

         10   reallocation of the insurance tax.  Where we

         11   usually have 820,000, we were saying we were

         12   going to get 650,000, so therefore, we needed this

         13   tax increase.  The re -- actual results came in at

         14   696, so we're $124,000 short.  But the tax itself,

         15   that you four people approved, generated this 

         16   five -- $453,000.  Now this money is now available

         17   to the mayor every year.

         18     And I've gone through -- and I'd like to show

         19   you just how we're spending this money.  We're

         20   not saving anything.  We're spending it.  And here

         21   I have a list.  If you'd hand out.  So --

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Anybody

         23   want a copy?

         24          MR. KEHLBECK:  It's -- it's -- it's a lot

         25   of numbers, and I appreciate your trying to follow
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          1   through on the numbers.  But basically what it said

          2   is that we've got an environment where we ought

          3   to be really watching every nickel if we -- if we

          4   can, putting this money in reserve.  And rather

          5   than that, we are spending it.

          6     We actually, this year, if you look at the last

          7   budget that we had, that was the one that was final

          8   audit, and you look at that and you compare it,

          9   that's what I have here, with what the mayor is

         10   asking for this year, the actual increase in funds,

         11   because of that insurance tax, this 13.3%, so we

         12   got a 13.3% increase in funds.

         13     At the same time, if you go down the cost of

         14   general government, the benefits and the wages

         15   and what have you, in that group of salary and

         16   benefits in the mayor's group is 6.8% increase

         17   that's available and being used to support

         18   programs.

         19     On the police department, the salary and

         20   benefits is up 8.4%.

         21     So we're spending a lot of money.  It may not

         22   be on the salary, but we're spending it on all of

         23   the benefits and life insurance and the health

         24   insurance and all the other things.

         25     When we get all through what the mayor is
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          1   proposing, he's taking, in essence, $358,000

          2   that's a surplus.  And where is it going?  100,000

          3   is going toward supporting the mayor's office and

          4   the police department, there's 150,000 that's

          5   going toward paving, and there's 80,000 to a

          6   sidewalk of some kind that's being proposed.

          7     So when you get all through with it, what

          8   we're -- all we're doing out of that three hundred

          9   and fifty-three thou -- eight -- fifty-three thousand

         10   is putting aside, and the mayor has identified it,

         11   as, what is it, six -- sixty-nine thousand --

         12   $68,957.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's 69,000; right.

         14          MR. KEHLBECK:  And there's no chance

         15   of us -- I -- I feel like I can get up here and talk

         16   and talk, like some of the other people, but it

         17   doesn't mean a dam.  Because what you've done is

         18   establish the budget.  You've put it out here.  

         19   You -- you don't compare it with what I'm doing

         20   here previously.

         21     So we don't know whether that's good, bad, or

         22   indifferent.  You don't -- don't know that you raise

         23   that kind of money in the insurance tax.  And here

         24   you're asking this to be approved today and be

         25   factual and it's sealed, signed, and delivered.
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          1     So all I'm saying is, you know, I appreciate

          2   your -- all the time and effort that goes on by the

          3   council.  I feel very supportive of the council.  I

          4   support the -- the Woodlands and everything else

          5   about it.  But when it comes to finances, I think

          6   you're liberal in your way of spending money

          7   rather than conserving it.

          8     And, yes, we do have -- you know, the police

          9   have -- you've got a salary increase here of 

         10   2-1/2%; last year it was at 1-1/2%.  The state

         11   police are not getting a salary increase this year. 

         12   State employees are not getting a salary increase.

         13     The wages -- So -- Social Security is not

         14   getting anything this year.  And still, we continue

         15   to put the money out to take care of all the

         16   different things going on in our city rather than

         17   looking at this as an opportunity, because of the

         18   excessive amount that was generated by the

         19   insurance tax, of putting it into the kitty. 

         20   Remember, we had the 2 million and it dropped

         21   down to 1.4 million.  And that's high.  I don't -- I

         22   don't deny that.

         23     But we ought to be looking at doing things

         24   from a strategic standpoint of planning what we're

         25   going to do with this kind of money rather than just
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          1   pumping it in on different things this year.  You

          2   know, we've got the parks; we've got the -- a lot of

          3   activities that we can put this money into in a nice

          4   package and provide it to the City [phonetic]

          5   Council.  I'm sure Stuart has things with the

          6   Woodlands that would be neat.

          7     But what we're doing is just increasing a lot

          8   of these accounts.  And now we stand here looking

          9   at this bonanza from the insurance tax, and we're 

         10   wa -- spending it on little things throughout the

         11   city.

         12     That's all I have.

         13     I would like to have more time, you know, 

         14   that -- I mean, for us to look at this and look at

         15   the details.  You really don't give us a chance to

         16   look at what happened before.  And I've tried to

         17   put this together in an Excel spreadsheet so

         18   everyone could see how many dollars have -- have

         19   changed and where the money is going, and

         20   especially in the police department and the -- the

         21   day-to-day operations of the city.

         22     The health insurance, it's just -- and pension

         23   plans are just going bananas.  And then you hear

         24   that there's not enough money there.  So the day

         25   is going to come that we're really going to have
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          1   [phonetic] some problems.

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Joe.  I -- I

          3   mean, I do have a -- a -- a legal obligation to

          4   submit a budget.  We -- we -- we study what the --

          5   the past has been through the audits, through six

          6   years.  You've seen that document.  I take the best

          7   guess I can.

          8     There are many things that we do not control,

          9   like pensions, gasoline costs, those types of

         10   things.  But we -- we -- we take our best guess and

         11   we -- you know, I -- I -- I have to -- under -- under

         12   the state law I have to submit a budget.  And we

         13   will be considering that on a Second Reading

         14   tonight, so. . .

         15     Yes?

         16          MS. RIGGS:  My name is Elsa Riggs; I

         17   reside at 6521 Harrod's View Circle in Prospect.

         18     I actually concur with Joe Kehlbeck.  My

         19   concern is the proposed budget for the 2012/2013

         20   years -- year.  If you recall previous public

         21   meetings, the citizens asked the council to come

         22   up with a budget that extends for more than one

         23   year fell on completely deaf ears.  You haven't

         24   even tried.

         25     I want to know who decides to give whom a 
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          1   2-1/2% raise; is it a raise across the board?

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, it is.

          3          MS. RIGGS:  How --

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  And it's -- and --

          5          MS. RIGGS:  Wait a minute.  I'm not

          6   done, Mayor.

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  I was just

          8   trying to --

          9          MS. RIGGS:  No.  Don't --

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- catch up --

         11          MS. RIGGS:  Don't --

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- on the -- on the

         13   answers --

         14          MS. RIGGS:  Don't --

         15          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- to the questions.

         16          MS. RIGGS:  Finish my statement,

         17   please.  I want to know who decides to give an

         18   employee a two -- 2-1/2% raise; if it is a raise

         19   across the board, how long does an employee have

         20   to work for the city to get this increase?  How long

         21   does he have to be here?  You should know.  Do

         22   you?

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Go ahead.

         24          MS. RIGGS:  I'm asking you.

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  How long --
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          1          MS. RIGGS:  How long --

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- do they --

          3          MS. RIGGS:  -- does an --

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- have to --

          5          MS. RIGGS:  -- employee --

          6          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- be here?

          7          MS. RIGGS:  -- have to be here before he

          8   get an increase in salary?

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  They have to have

         10   been here a year.

         11          MS. RIGGS:  A year?

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.

         13          MS. RIGGS:  The next thing is the health

         14   insurance.  Is it employee participating?

         15          MAYOR EBERLE:  Pardon?

         16          MS. RIGGS:  Is it employee --

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, it --

         18          MS. RIGGS:  -- participating?

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.  Well, depends on

         20   the type of coverage.

         21          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Right.

         22          MS. RIGGS:  What do you mean what type

         23   of coverage?

         24          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, dependent

         25   coverage is -- is --
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          1          MS. RIGGS:  You provide single coverage

          2   free to each employee?

          3          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

          5          MS. RIGGS: Why do not -- they don't

          6   have to pay a -- a certain percentage of it?

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  No, not for the

          8   employee.

          9          MS. RIGGS:  You might consider that. 

         10   We all have to cut a little bit.

         11     Do you get bids on medical insurance?

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

         13          MS. RIGGS:  Every year?

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

         15          MS. RIGGS:  Prior to renewal?

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  [no audible response]

         17          MS. RIGGS:  The pension plan.  How long

         18   does an employee have to be here before he can

         19   participate in a pension plan?

         20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Pensions.

         21          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  The 

         22   first -- after the first 30 days they work here, they

         23   become part of the pension plan.  Our pension plan

         24   is part of the state.  And that is the rule by which

         25   we work.  We don't have a choice.  You work here,
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          1   you are allowed to have the --

          2          MS. RIGGS:  Okay.  Is it employee

          3   participating?

          4          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes.

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.

          6          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes, it

          7   is.

          8          MS. RIGGS:  How much of it do you

          9   match?

         10          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Well, the

         11   employee always pays 8%.  But the office workers,

         12   the administrative people, the city matches it by

         13   19.7%, and the police they match at 37.6%.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  This year.

         15          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  This

         16   year.  That --

         17          MS. RIGGS:  I might --

         18          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  --

         19   changes.

         20          MS. RIGGS:  -- come to work for you-all.

         21          MR. SPEAKER:  Good point.

         22          MS. RIGGS:  I have just picked out a few

         23   items which concern me on this budget.  It would

         24   take too long to go over it line by line.

         25     I run a company with approximately the same
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          1   amount of money you-all deal with.  I had to go

          2   ahead and make a budget for several years ahead,

          3   not just one year.  I couldn't just go ahead and

          4   sell my merchandise for more if I ran out of any 

          5   money.  You-all can just raise taxes.  I was

          6   required to ba -- to balance my budget.  You-all

          7   dip in a rainy day fund when you're short.  Grossly

          8   unfair.

          9     I think you should be able to balance your

         10   budget.  You put something in your reserve.  You

         11   got all that extra money.

         12     I think there are several ways citizens can get

         13   information about what you do with your money. 

         14   We can file a legal motion; we can have a citizen

         15   oversight committee.

         16     There's a certain dissension among Council

         17   members here.  You single some people out and

         18   don't let them in on any -- any little squirrel

         19   meetings.  I think this is grossly unfair.  You need

         20   to rotate.  I don't think three or four people should

         21   decide what's going to be in the budget.

         22     And you really, really do not listen to the

         23   people that give you the money.

         24     Now, on a positive note, I have to go ahead

         25   and say Stuart Miles had a very nice article in the
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          1   paper.  I think the trails are wonderful thing.  I

          2   think there are a few issues that need to be

          3   addressed, and I'm sure the council members will

          4   address them.

          5     But I think you better think twice before you

          6   go ahead and push the budget through.  I hate to

          7   think I'm looking at another Washington, DC.

          8     Thank you for your time.

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Elsa.

         10     Any other --

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  May I say

         12   something, please?

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Sure.

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I don't think

         15   that we can make a direct comparison between

         16   government which deal -- has its own charters and

         17   rules from the state and from the federal

         18   government that dictate what we can and can't do. 

         19   For instance, what we can invest in and what we

         20   can't invest in.

         21     There are a lot of areas where you can't make

         22   a direct comparison between running a business

         23   and running a very small government or a very big

         24   one.  They're not quite analogous.

         25     In terms of who makes the budget, by law,
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          1   that is the job of the chief administrative officer. 

          2   He doesn't have to ask anyone.  He can ask -- he

          3   can talk to his dog if he wants do and work it out

          4   that way.  He can --

          5          MS. RIGGS:  I hope --

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- talk to 

          7   his --

          8          MS. RIGGS:  -- not.

          9          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- he can

         10   talk to his pastor.  He can call on any CPAs he

         11   wants to.  He can consult with his grandkid.  She's

         12   2, but she's smart.  Anybody else that he consults

         13   is at his -- you know the people he wants to

         14   consult.  The Council does not automatically give

         15   him advice.  The Council is not automatically

         16   included in that process.

         17     When Lonnie Falk was mayor, I think mainly it

         18   was Lonnie Falk and his dog, who wasn't that

         19   smart but she was nice.  And the budget that

         20   Lonnie presented was a pretty skimpy document.

         21     The document that Mayor Kehlbeck presented

         22   when he, very nobly filled in in the interim

         23   between Lonnie's death and the next election, was

         24   a pretty skimpy affair.

         25          MR. KEHLBECK:  Excuse me.  I did not



�
                                                                       91



          1   submit a budget.  I never did.  Todd did.

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  No, Joe, you --

          3          MR. KEHLBECK:  No.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah, that budget, 

          5   you -- you signed it.

          6          MR. KEHLBECK:  Huh?

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  There -- it -- it just

          8   had -- it had -- it had general, police --

          9          MR. KEHLBECK:  Okay.

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and -- and public --

         11          MR. KEHLBECK:  It was --

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- works.

         13          MR. KEHLBECK:  -- Lonnie's budget.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  There were -- there

         15   were three figures in there.

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  And --

         17          MR. KEHLBECK:  Well --

         18          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and, yeah.  I -- I --

         19   yeah.  No.  That was when I was on Council.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And -- and 

         21   ju -- just a couple of other points that I'd like to

         22   make before we go on to any other citizens

         23   comments.  The budget that we're voting on

         24   tonight has been available in its entirety for four

         25   weeks.  I suppose Todd could've given everybody a
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          1   budget in November, and then we would've more

          2   time to look at it, but he wouldn't have had

          3   numbers that would help him make a meaningful

          4   budget.  There would've been a lot of revisions

          5   between Thanksgiving and Flag Day.

          6     I think a month, with this much detail, that

          7   was available at City Hall for anybody who wanted

          8   it, is an amazing amount of detail for a small city

          9   to come up with.  And it has a historical record. 

         10   And it's true, partly, Todd or any other mayor,

         11   bases his budget on what it cost last year.  That's

         12   how you figure out what you're electric bill is

         13   going to be.  What did it cost me last summer to

         14   cool my house?

         15     So some of that, of course, is based

         16   historically.  And some of it because we have been

         17   running on such skimpy rations for so long.  This

         18   is kind of a catchup budget.  We were underfunded

         19   for a number of years.  Now, because of the

         20   insurance tax, we can do some of the things that

         21   we should've been doing all along that we weren't

         22   able to do.  That's how we get to this budget.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  And during

         24   those years that we were running on a skimpy

         25   budget or were underbudgeted, we did not raise
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          1   property taxes, which would've hurt much more

          2   deeply than the insurance tax.

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And we've

          4   got nothing but A-plus ratings from our

          5   accountants that do our -- our taxes --

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  We sure do.

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- and our --

          8   I think every year, we've got an A-plus rating. 

          9   We've never had a problem with our rating, ever. 

         10   Would you -- when the accountants come in, you

         11   can ask them all those questions.  We've got an 

         12   A-plus rating.

         13     We've got enough money in the reserves to

         14   cover it.  Most cities don't have as much money we

         15   have in reserves.

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  But we -- and we drew

         17   on reserves for three years.

         18          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Right.

         19          MS. SPEAKER:  M-hm.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Well, in

         21   reference to the background detail packet that

         22   Sandy mentioned, I'm on Council, and I wanted it

         23   at last month's meeting and I didn't get it.  I got it

         24   a week later.  So I've had the detail for three

         25   weeks.
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          1          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other --

          2          MS. RIGGS:  I didn't --

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- citizen --

          4          MS. RIGGS:  -- I didn't --

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- comments?

          6          MS. RIGGS:  -- know it was available --

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any --

          8          MS. RIGGS:  -- because nobody told me. 

          9   Otherwise, I would have studied it.

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  All right.

         11          MS. RIGGS:  And I don't know why it's

         12   such a big secret.  I mean --

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, it --

         14          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  It was

         15   mentioned last month.

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  We -- we do --

         17   we do publish the current and the -- and -- and 

         18   the -- the -- the checkbook is out at the front, has

         19   been for several years.

         20          MS. RIGGS:  Mr. Mayor, I'm not

         21   interested in the checkbook.  I'm interested in the

         22   budget for 2012 --

         23          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.

         24          MS. RIGGS:  -- 2013.  And I did not know

         25   what Council Member Scott just said was available
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          1   for me to look at it because nobody mentioned that

          2   at  the last meeting.  You had Holly give me a very

          3   simple little two- or three-piece --

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  That was the line

          5   items?

          6          MS. RIGGS:  Yeah, a line item.  And that

          7   means -- a line item means nothing to me.  So, you

          8   know, I mean, and I worked from -- from the line

          9   item.  I did not work from what Councilman Scott

         10   had.

         11          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Thank you.

         12     Any other comments from citizens?

         13          MR. SIMPSON:  I'm John Simpson; I live

         14   at 8501 Harrods Bridge Way.

         15     When my wife and I are not in Prospect, we

         16   spend our time on South Padre Island, which is the

         17   very southern tip of Texas.  About 30 minutes from

         18   where we live there's a community called

         19   Matamoros.  The government of Matamoros is not

         20   accountable to anybody.  No one has any idea of

         21   how the money is used, although many people

         22   suspect that most of the taxes that are paid end up

         23   in the private pockets of city administrators.  The

         24   streets are in terrible shape, many of them are

         25   unpaved.
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          1     I -- I think many of us take for granted the

          2   kind of government we have here.  And I wish I

          3   could invite you-all down to South Padre Island,

          4   where I live, to see how bad government can be.

          5     The government of Prospect may not be

          6   perfect.  But as someone who has another basis

          7   for comparison, I'm quite content to see pay raises

          8   in the range of 2% being given to city employees.

          9     Thank you.

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, John.

         11   [applause]

         12          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other citizen

         13   comment?

         14          MS. KLEIER:  One more thing.  I 

         15   neglect -- glected to men -- mention one thing the

         16   biologist mentioned to me.  He said that because

         17   of the -- all of the birds, that there would be a

         18   health concern with anybody rowing under or

         19   walking under those trees.  And now there's five

         20   trees involved.  So, just for your information.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Thank you,

         22   ma'am.

         23     Other citizen comment?

         24          AUDIENCE:  [no response]

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  The next item is New
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          1   Business.  We have the Second Reading of

          2   Prospect Ordinance Number 518.  And we -- and

          3   we need to -- we need that ordinance without the

          4   whereases -- I don't know that there are any

          5   whereases on that -- and -- and consider that. 

          6   That is, again, the operating of budget for the

          7   General Fund of the City of Prospect for the next

          8   fiscal year.

          9     I'll entertain a Second Reading.

         10          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So moved.

         11          MAYOR EBERLE:  And --

         12          MS. SPEAKER:  And you did that --

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and you get to read

         14   it.

         15          MS. SPEAKER:  -- you get to read it.

         16          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

         17     [reads] City of Prospect, Ordinance Number

         18   518, Series 2012, An Ordinance Establishing a

         19   Budget for the General Fund of the City of

         20   Prospect for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1,

         21   2012 and Ending June 30th, 2013.

         22     Be it ordained by the City of Prospect,

         23   Kentucky:

         24     Section 1:  The Budget for the General Fund

         25   of the City of Prospect for the Fiscal Year
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          1   beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013

          2   shall be as follows:

          3     Do you want me to read all that?

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Just -- if you

          5   can.

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

          7     [reads] Revenues.  Ad Valorem Tax Property,

          8   one -- $1,705,000; Utility Tax, forty -- $4,000;

          9   Insurance Premium Tax, $1,150,000; Liquor

         10   Licenses, 11,000; Permits, 6,000; Cable Television

         11   Franchise Fee, 35,500; Bank Deposit Tax, 53,500;

         12   Business License Tax, $8,500; Community Events,

         13   $11,000; Library Contributions, $2,600; LGEA

         14   Grants, 350; LE -- L -- KLEFPF Grant, 37,000;

         15   Base Court Revenue, 17,000; Income In -- In -- 

         16   In -- In -- Interest Income, 2,500; Tax Record

         17   Requests, 1,600; Miscellaneous Revenues, 8,700;

         18   City Property Use Permits, four hundred and fifty

         19   thousand -- I mean, four million -- $450 --

         20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  [reads] --

         22   Total Revenues, 3,054,700 -- 3,054,700.

         23     Expenditures.  General Government.  Salaries

         24   and Benefits, three thousand -- or, excuse me,

         25   354,027; Professional Fees, 127,000; Maintenance



�
                                                                       99



          1   and Repairs, 47,900; Travel and Training, 3,900;

          2   Utilities, 131,660; Postage, 7950; Rental and

          3   Leasing, 2,762; Insurance, 12,550; Materials and

          4   Supplies, 6,650; Information, 54,229; Capital

          5   Outlay, 2,000; Total General Government, 750,528.

          6     Police Department.  813,018; Professional

          7   Services, 2800; Travel, Training, Reim --

          8   Reimburse, 12,525; Insurance, 19,000; Materials

          9   and Supplies, 66,750; Capital Outlay, 42,000;

         10   Capital -- Total Police Department, nine --

         11   956,093.

         12     Public Works.  686,532; Streets and Signage,

         13   161,500; Professional Services, 500; Contractual

         14   Maintenance, 372,790; MSD Assessment, 57,800;

         15   Total Public Works, 1,279,122.

         16     Transfers.  Transfers to Unallocated

         17   Reserves, 68,957; Total Transfers, 68,957.

         18     Total Expenditures, 3,054,700.

         19     This Ordinance shall be effective from the --

         20   from and after its passage, approval and

         21   publication required by law.

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  And I would entertain

         23   a second.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Second.

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  Tucci.
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          1     Discussion?

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  There's a

          3   couple of things I'd like to point out or talk about.

          4     First of all, thank you folks for coming to a

          5   meeting like this and listening to all the details

          6   that we kind of work through on a monthly basis as

          7   we move through the year.

          8     I've been here three and a half years

          9   representing the Prospect residents and trying to

         10   be their representative on Council, just like all my

         11   fellow council people, they're trying to make the

         12   right decisions for the city.

         13     One thing that -- when we to digest this

         14   budget information, and I'm not a CPA, but I -- I

         15   try to do my best and work through the numbers

         16   and look everything over, one thing that's -- has

         17   kind of surprised me, and I'd really never seen it

         18   in black and white until I got the salary printout

         19   from the administration, and this was a few weeks

         20   ago.

         21     We have a situation here in this city where --

         22   Sandy mentioned that the mayor is the person,

         23   he's the leader, he's the one that could pre --

         24   prepare that budget by himself, with help or

         25   without help, he's got all the responsibilities, he's
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          1   the one that the -- you know, the buck ends right

          2   there at his desk.  We've got a situation in

          3   Prospect where the city administrator makes

          4   $20,102 more than the mayor.  I just don't think

          5   that's good business.  And I'm not saying that we

          6   solve that problem tonight, but I would like my

          7   fellow council people to think about it.  We need to

          8   look at that and do something where our leader is

          9   the person who makes the most money.  I just

         10   think that is good business.  That's that point

         11   aside.

         12     The next thing, as far as the budget itself is

         13   concerned, and I understand Joe Kehlbeck puts a

         14   lot of time in trying to digest this information and

         15   make some solid comments, and I -- and I

         16   understand what he's saying, and I -- and I tend to

         17   agree with what he has said.

         18     We're going -- Line Item Number 4105 is the

         19   Insurance Premium Tax.  And -- and the mayor has

         20   to do the best he can, and it is a judgment call,

         21   and he has in this coming budget an increase of

         22   approximately $130,000 on that line item.  Actually

         23   it's 133,450, if my math is right.  I hope it comes

         24   in that good.  It possibly couldn't.

         25     My only other comment is, I'm -- I'm generally
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          1   not a tax and spend person,  and that's why I have

          2   a problem with this budget.  Because we 

          3   continue -- in my three and a half years we --

          4   we've raised taxes and we continue to spend.  I

          5   have nothing against people having raises.  But

          6   we've got a country, we have states, and everyone

          7   all over this country that's suffering and hurting.

          8     We have people in Prospect, we have seven,

          9   eight delinquent property tax bills.  These people

         10   are hurting and they can't pay their taxes.  And I

         11   just don't believe in over the board or across the

         12   board merit increases.  And I'm not saying an

         13   increase may not be warranted in a particular

         14   case.  But to do it blanketly, I -- I just -- I can't go

         15   with that.

         16     Thank you for listening to me.

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  I -- I would just -- I --

         18   a -- a couple of comments on the -- on the mayor's

         19   salary versus the city administrator's salary, I was

         20   on Council for two years and now I'm -- this is my

         21   sixth year as mayor.  The -- the mayor's salary 

         22   is -- is fixed by law, and the city administrator's --

         23   I've been here as mayor for six years and the city

         24   administrator has been here --

         25          CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  17.
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          1          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- 17.  And as 

          2   people -- as people do the day-to-day work and --

          3   and have longevity, their salaries tend to -- tend --

          4   tend to augment, so. . .  But, I mean, that -- that's

          5   the only comment, I would have on that.

          6     The other point on the insurance, is -- was it

          7   the insurance premium tax, Mike?

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  You know,

         10   we're -- it comes in every quarter and then the last

         11   quarter we don't really -- we don't see the last

         12   quarter until the end of September; right?

         13          MR. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

         14          MS. SPEAKER:  Yes.

         15          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's one -- so it is

         16   difficult to -- you know, to --

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  It -- it -- we

         18   ought to try to work some way with our accountants

         19   so we can eventually get that so it's not that way. 

         20   I mean --

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, we can't because

         22   it's not paid.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  I -- I know

         24   that.  But from an accounting standpoint --

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  I mean, they can't
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          1   make up numbers, so. . .

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  I realize

          3   that.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  We don't -- yeah.  

          5   We --

          6          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  But we can

          7   prepare a budget that would eventually, over, like,

          8   a three-year period, we could somehow rectify that

          9   so we wouldn't be guessing three months all the

         10   time.

         11          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You can't

         12   project past your -- your term.

         13          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  M-hm.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  We cannot

         16   pro -- we -- and I -- we cannot pass something that

         17   the next council is going to have to do.  You can't

         18   do that.

         19          MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You can't

         21   project three years out.  Because if there's new

         22   people in -- in office at that point in time, it all

         23   changes.  You can only do with when you -- what --

         24   what your in-office time is.

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  More than one year.
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          1          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.  Is that

          2   correct?

          3          MR. SPEAKER:  Yes.

          4          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.

          5          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  So you

          6   could do a two-year?

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Two years.

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  But not --

          9          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You could do

         10   two years.  But you -- that -- But you can't do

         11   three years.

         12          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Gotcha.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Which would be even

         14   more difficult and more prospect.

         15          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I

         16   understand --

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  I mean, it -- it would

         18   be very -- it would be true shots in the dark at that

         19   point.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  But -- but

         21   every city, I understand, does not use the same

         22   methods that we use.  Every city does not have no

         23   clue what's going on until December of the

         24   following year.  And so it wouldn't hurt, maybe, to

         25   find out what methods they're using so that they
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          1   have a little firmer grasp of what they're doing.

          2     I have a couple of comments, too, and I'm not

          3   going to restate what everybody's said, so some of

          4   the things that have been said here I agree with

          5   them, some of them I don't.

          6     My concern with the budget is that when we

          7   take a look at the projected salary increase.  And I

          8   think we have wonderful employees.  I'm not

          9   against salary increases.  I'm not against giving

         10   our employees salary increases.  What I am

         11   concerned about is that we're taking nebulous

         12   future money and we're attaching continuing,

         13   ongoing obligations to it.

         14     If we look at what was given to us, it says the

         15   grand total for the salary increase per year would

         16   be $13,427.  But when I add what we're paying in

         17   pensions and was we're paying in pensions and

         18   what we're paying in FICA to that, I'm coming up

         19   with close to $19,000.  A $19,000 amount of money

         20   that is entrenched now, going forward in our

         21   budget.

         22     When I looked at that, I also went back and I

         23   took a look at five years.  If I take a look at a 

         24   five-year period of time with this salary increase

         25   in it, and I add up the salaries that we've -- the
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          1   increases that we've been giving, when I add up

          2   the obligations that we've incurred because of the

          3   pension activities, I come up with the fact that in

          4   five years, we are close to $100,000 that we have

          5   put into the budget that is ongoing and continuing.

          6     And I know I've said this before, but if we

          7   continue to do that, the only option, other than

          8   raising taxes -- the only options, other than

          9   raising taxes, are to lay someone off or to cut a

         10   service that all of our residents are used to.

         11     I don't think that is going to happen next year. 

         12   I don't think it's going to necessarily happen the

         13   year after that.  But with the economy and all of

         14   the other things the way they are, I do foresee a

         15   time in the not terribly far distant future where

         16   this city is going to face financial activities that

         17   they're very unused to.

         18     We're very used to having increasing amounts

         19   of money coming in.  We've been very use -- used

         20   to having developments and things of that nature. 

         21   And those things are not happening here anymore. 

         22   We have not got developments taking place.  We

         23   don't have houses coming online to give us

         24   property taxes.  We don't have new residents

         25   coming into the city.  And so I have very real
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          1   problems voting for something that incurs an

          2   ongoing obligation.

          3          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I can tell

          4   you when I came on Council that there was no line

          5   item budget whatsoever.  At that time the mayor

          6   just had general fund stuff and she was spending

          7   at that time, and we put a line item budget in at

          8   that point in time.

          9     But when I came on Council there was no line

         10   item budget whatsoever in this city.  And -- but the

         11   council had a problem with that, and we put a line

         12   item budget in at that point in time to control what

         13   was going on.  That was twenty -- that was 22

         14   years ago -- 24 years ago -- almost 24 years ago.

         15          MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other comments

         16   from Council members?

         17          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

         18          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, I will

         19   ask for a roll call vote.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  No.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  No.

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  Then the budget for
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          1   2012/2013 is adopted.

          2     We -- the next item is a Second Reading of

          3   Prospect Ordinance Number 519, which, again, is

          4   the Municipal Road Aid Fund.

          5     We get, roughly, $9,000 a -- a month,

          6   depending on the gas tax and the -- and the -- and

          7   the consumption of the -- of -- of -- of fuels.  That

          8   money is given to us and we keep it in a separate

          9   budget because it can only be spent for roads and

         10   transportation-related issues, including salt, and

         11   so it's not just asphalt.

         12     And that money needs to be turned over every

         13   two years from the time that we get it from the

         14   state.  And we have been -- we have been able to

         15   do that and we will continue to spend that.

         16     I will entertain a Second Reading of 519.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  [reads] City

         18   of Prospect, Ordinance Number 519, Series 2012,

         19   An Ordinance Establishing a Budget for the

         20   Municipal Road Aid Fund of the City of Prospect

         21   for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2012 and

         22   Ending June 30th, 2013.

         23     Section 1:  The Budget for the Municipal Road

         24   Aid Fund for the City of Prospect for the Fiscal

         25   Year beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30,
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          1   2013 shall be as follows:

          2     Estimated Balance July 1, 2012, 294,899;

          3   Estimated Increases to Fund, 92,000; Total

          4   Available for Appropriation, 386,899; Estimated

          5   Expenditures, Road Construction/Paving, 100,000;

          6   Estimated Ending Balance June 30, 2013, 286,899.

          7     Section 2:  This Ordinance shall be effective

          8   from and after its passage, approval and

          9   publication as required by law.

         10          MAYOR EBERLE:  And we'll entertain a

         11   second.

         12          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Second.

         13          MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.

         14     Discussion?

         15          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Without discussion, I

         17   will start with a roll call vote with Council Member

         18   Leonard.

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Yes.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.

         22          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.

         24          MAYOR EBERLE:  And that passes by

         25   vote of five to nothing.
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          1     The next traditional budget ordinance deals

          2   with the ad valorem property Tax.  It's your real

          3   estate tax rate, which we set every year.  That

          4   rate has been reduced twice in the past.  It

          5   remains unchange -- it's never been increased and

          6   it remains unchanged.

          7          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  It used to be

          8   23.25, and we've reduced it to 21 -- or 22.5 then

          9   reduced it again to 21.25, which I doubt any other

         10   city in the last 20 years has reduced taxes --

         11          MAYOR EBERLE:  But --

         12          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- at any

         13   point in time.

         14          MAYOR EBERLE:  -- that -- and -- and

         15   that -- we -- it hasn't -- it ha -- that was, like, ten

         16   years ago, I think.

         17          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yeah.

         18          MAYOR EBERLE:  At least.

         19          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  M-hm.

         20          MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.

         21          MAYOR EBERLE:  Because it wasn't -- it

         22   wasn't while I was on Council.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  No.  No. 

         24   No.

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  But I will entertain a
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          1   Second Reading of Ordinance 520.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Everybody

          3   gets a chance.

          4          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Don't -- don't

          5   all jump at it.  And really it -- yeah, it -- there's no

          6   change.  But -- but we do pass this ordinance

          7   traditionally every year.

          8          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  [reads] City

          9   of Prospect, Ordinance Number 520, Series 2012,

         10   An Ordinance Establishing an Ad Valorem Tax Rate

         11   for the City of Prospect.

         12     Be it ordained by the City of Prospect,

         13   Kentucky:

         14     Section 1:  An ad valorem tax is hereby levied

         15   and fixed at the rate of 21.25 cents on each $100

         16   of all real estate property within the corporate

         17   limits of the City of Prospect, as assessed for

         18   taxation and subject to taxation by said City,

         19   under assessment as of January 1st of each year.

         20     Section 2:  Said ad valorem taxes shall be due

         21   and payable, including interest and penalty

         22   pursuant to Ordinance 113, Series 1983, until paid

         23   in full.

         24     Section 3:  The proceeds of such taxes,

         25   penalties and interest are to be placed in the
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          1   General Fund of the City of Prospect and are to be

          2   used for the general operation expenses of said

          3   City, including but not limited, to purchase of City

          4   supplies, safety and security, health and

          5   sanitation, recreation and welfare, improvement

          6   and maintenance of streets, management and

          7   maintenance of trees and public lands, garbage

          8   collection, street lights and expenses thereof,

          9   other expenses for operation of the City and all

         10   necessary and proper municipal functions as may

         11   be ordained and resolved by the City Council.

         12     Section 4:  This Ordinance shall be effective

         13   from and after its passage, approval and

         14   publication as required by law.

         15          MAYOR EBERLE:  Entertain a second.

         16          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Second.

         17          MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.

         18     And any discussion?

         19          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

         20          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing no discussion,

         21   I will ask for a roll call vote, beginning with

         22   Council Member Tucci.

         23          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.

         24          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.

         25          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.
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          1          COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.

          2          COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Yes.

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  And that one is passed

          4   unanimously by five to zero.

          5     We do have one other ordinance under First

          6   Reading and that is Ordinance 521.  In short, it

          7   will allow -- currently the -- the mayor of the City

          8   of Prospect, in order to qualify for office, is to be

          9   at least 25 years old and council members are to

         10   be 21 years old.  The -- the State Legislature

         11   passed a House Bill 112 this past General

         12   Assembly and reduced that age to -- for mayor to

         13   be 21 years of age at least and the council

         14   members to be 18 years of age at -- at least.

         15     And I'll -- I'll have to point out, we have --

         16   and we -- we pretty much have an obligation to --

         17   to make this change because we -- it -- it -- the --

         18   the state law will -- will obviously trump anything

         19   at the -- at the local level.

         20     But I -- I -- I -- I will note that Chief Sherrard

         21   has pointed out that -- that that would mean that

         22   you -- you -- you could -- you could be a member

         23   on the council but you couldn't drink, so. . .  And

         24   that's why we don't have any alcohol.

         25   [laughter]



�
                                                                      115



          1          MR. SPEAKER:  And you could -- and you

          2   could pass ordinances related to liquor.

          3          MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.

          4          MR. SPEAKER:  And still couldn't drink.

          5          MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Yeah.

          6          MR. SPEAKER:  You would ban all liquor

          7   stores in Prospect because you -- you can't drink

          8   it.

          9          MAYOR EBERLE:  Again, this is First

         10   Reading.  It will not become law until -- until it

         11   receives Second Reading.  And we normally place

         12   ordinances that have received First Reading

         13   automatically at the next meeting.  So we would --

         14   we would entertain it for First Reading at -- at this

         15   time.

         16          COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  [reads] City

         17   of Prospect, Ordinance 521, Series 2012, An

         18   Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the

         19   City of Prospect Concerning Eligibility to Hold the

         20   Office of Mayor and City Council Member.

         21     Whereas, the General Assembly of the

         22   Commonwealth of Kentucky has amended state law

         23   which prescribes the minimum age requirements

         24   for individuals to hold the office of mayor and for

         25   individuals to hold the office of the city council
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          1   member; and

          2     Whereas, the City of Prospect wishes to

          3   amend its Code of Ordinances regarding minimum

          4   age requirements for individuals to hold the office

          5   of mayor and the office of city council member to

          6   comply with the standard qualifications

          7   established by state law;

          8     Now, thor -- now, therefore be it ordained by

          9   the City of Prospect:

         10     Section 1:  Chapter 31, Section 31.21 (B) of

         11   the Code of Ordinances of the City of Prospect is

         12   hereby amended by deleting the followed stricken

         13   language and inserting the following underlying

         14   [sic] language so as to read as follows:

         15     (B) Qualifications.  The Mayor shall be at

         16   least 25 21 years of age, shall be a qualified voter

         17   in the city, and shall reside in the city throughout

         18   his or her term of office.

         19     Section 2.  Chapter twen -- 32, Section 32.1

         20   [sic]  (B) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of

         21   Prospect is hereby amended by deleting the

         22   following stricken language and inserting the

         23   following underlined language as -- so as to read

         24   as follows:

         25     (B) Qualifications.  A member shall be at least
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          1   twenty -- 21 18 years of age, be a qualified voter

          2   in the city, and shall reside in the city throughout

          3   his -- his or her term of office.

          4     Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be effective

          5   from and after its passage, approval and

          6   publication as required by law.

          7          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Council

          8   Member Simon.

          9     On First Reading we do not need to have a --

         10   a -- a second.  So that -- that effectively

         11   introduces Ordinance 521.

         12     Next item, and tha -- we have no new

         13   business, other than that on the agenda.

         14     Any unfinished business?

         15          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

         16          MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, and

         17   having counsel with the -- the city attorney, we

         18   have no current need for an executive session, and

         19   I will entertain a motion to adjourn.

         20          COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  So moved.

         21          COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Second.

         22          MAYOR EBERLE:  Ertel and Tucci.

         23     All in favor, by -- signify by saying, "Aye."

         24          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.

         25          MAYOR EBERLE:  Opposed by "No."
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          1          COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]

          2          MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.

          3   [WHEREUPON, the City Council Meeting

          4   concludes at 9:04 p.m.]

          5   .
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          1                         C A P T I O N

          2          The Meeting in the matter, on the date,

          3   and at the time and place set out on the title page

          4   hereof.

          5          It was requested that the Hearing be

          6   taken by the reporter and that same be reduced to

          7   typewritten form.
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          2   STATE OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE:

          3     I, CAROLA G. STRIJEK, Notary Public for

          4   the State of Kentucky at Large, do hereby certify

          5   that the foregoing was reported by stenographic

          6   and mechanical means, which matter was held on

          7   the date, and at the time and place set out in the

          8   caption hereof and that the foregoing constitutes a

          9   true and accurate transcript of same.

         10     I further certify that I am not related to any of

         11   the parties, nor am I an employee of or related to

         12   any of the attorneys representing the parties, and

         13   I have no financial interest in the outcome of this

         14   matter.
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�



�0001
 01  
 02  
 03  
 04        CITY OF
 05  
 06   PROSPECT, KENTUCKY
 07  
 08  
 09  
 10  
 11  
 12  
 13  CITY COUNCIL MEETING
 14  
 15  
 16  
 17  
 18  
 19  
 20  
 21  
 22  
 23     JUNE 18, 2012
 24  
 25  
�0002
 01              CITY OF PROSPECT, KENTUCKY
 02                 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
 03                    JUNE 18, 2012
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  Welcome, everyone.
 05  We are called to order for the June 18th regular
 06  meeting -- regular monthly meeting of the Ci --
 07  Prospect City Council.
 08    We have a relatively short agenda tonight, I
 09  believe.  And the -- there are a second reading for
 10  the three traditional budget ordinances, and we
 11  have a first reading for an ordinance which will
 12  comp -- which will bring us into compliance with
 13  state law with regarding -- regarding the eligibil --
 14  the age eligibility to hold the office of mayor and
 15  city council member.
 16    And I will take the first ite -- agenda item,
 17  approval of the minutes of the May 21st meeting.
 18  Those were di -- distributed this morning.  And I
 19  will entertain a motion that they be accepted.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So moved.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Second.
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Ertel second.
 24    Any discussion?
 25         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
�0003
 01         MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, we --
 02  please indicate in favor by saying "aye."
 03         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  And opposed by "no."
 05         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 06         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  And that's on
 07  a -- an nan -- unanimous on a voice vote.
 08    I'm very pleased to have our special order.
 09  As you know, the office of police lieutenant who
 10  with -- with -- which is the second in command
 11  behind the police chief, which pretty much means
 12  that you are on the late shift.
 13    And we have -- we -- we've conducted several
 14  interview -- or several days of interviews.  And I'm
 15  very, very pleased that James Todd Shaw, and he
 16  goes by "Todd," is -- is joining us.  He's a native
 17  of Caneyville.  And if you go out Western Kentucky
 18  Parkway, there is an exit there so that --
 19         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  A little spot in the
 20  road.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.  In
 22  Grayson County.
 23    He has a -- a bachelor's of science degree in
 24  police administration from Eastern Kentucky
 25  University; 5 years as a -- well, a police officer
�0004
 01  with the City of Huntsville, Alabama; and a stint
 02  with the Kentucky State Police; and the last 14
 03  years -- you started with Jefferson County Police;
 04  right?
 05         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  That is correct.
 06         MAYOR EBERLE:  And then after a
 07  merger, Todd became an officer with the LMPD.
 08  He has extensive command experience.
 09    And I just wanted to introduce him.  And he
 10  says he's going to sing.
 11         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  That might run
 12  everybody off, but. . .
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  But. . .
 14         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Yeah.  Very happy
 15  to be here.  I've -- this is my second -- or third
 16  Monday, so this is the beginning of my third week.
 17    I've met several folks in the community so far,
 18  and traveled a lot of the little roads and the little
 19  hiding places, like the sewer plant and some of the
 20  parks and things like that, so. . .
 21    I used to ride Adam District, which is now the
 22  8th Division of the old County Police, and so I was
 23  somewhat familiar with this area because of Hays
 24  Kennedy Park and us covering areas that weren't
 25  in the City of Prospect proper.  So I wa -- I had
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 01  some familiarities, and I'm just kind of -- kind of
 02  refreshing my memory out here.
 03    So, if you see me out, throw something at me;
 04  stop me; say "Hi."  Be glad to. . .  Evenings is
 05  most of the time I'll be working, 6 to 2, somewhere
 06  around in there, so. . .
 07    I noticed the other night -- I forgot to tell the
 08  major or tell the chief, I noticed the other night
 09  when I was leaving the office here that we have a
 10  gang problem.
 11    Yeah.  I called my mom.  I said -- she said,
 12  "What's going on today?"
 13    I said, "Oh, we had a gang problem
 14  yesterday."
 15    And she goes, "What is it?"
 16    I said, "There were about 15 deer in the park
 17  right" --
 18  [laughter]
 19         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- "the office."
 20    She goes, "That's a herd; that's not a gang."
 21    I said, "Okay."
 22    So, very glad to be here.  So all you've got to
 23  do is -- is stop me, flag me down, call me, do
 24  whatever you need, and I'll respond back to you.
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Glad to have
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 01  you on board.
 02         MR. SPEAKER:  Great.
 03         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Glad to be here.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.
 05  [applause]
 06         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.  And Todd has, as
 07  he says, been here for a couple of weeks so far,
 08  so -- and he's fit in very well.  And I think you will
 09  enjoy getting to know him.  And again, he is the
 10  second -- he is in -- in command, roughly, from --
 11  roughly in the later shifts coming in about 6:00
 12  and staying until 2.  So the night watchman.
 13         MR. SPEAKER:  That's right.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  Mayor's Report.  I will
 15  be as brief as possible, although we do have some
 16  things to go over.
 17    The current fiscal year financial update, we
 18  have received 93.8% of budgeted revenue so far
 19  this year.  And again, this is at the end of 11
 20  months.  And 86.7% of expenditures have been
 21  disbursed.  And it look like we're well on our way
 22  to being able to meet the projected reserve level
 23  of 50,400 and maybe exceed that after the audit.
 24  So we're finally turning things around where we
 25  are adding money rather than drawing on reserves
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 01  or the rainy day fund.  So that looks bright.
 02    4th of July celebration.  Alan, again, is
 03  chairing it.  He's going to be the Grand Marshal of
 04  the parade this year.  We have -- and I think we
 05  have posters on the back, but, obviously, there's
 06  no question about the date.  It is the 19th.  The
 07  fireworks have returned and we'll have mainly the
 08  schedule that we have had every year for the
 09  past --
 10         MS. SPEAKER:  19.
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  20 years.
 12         MS. SIMON:  19.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- 20 years, yeah --
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  22 years.
 15         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- except for last year
 16  when we -- when we did it in the afternoon, so. . .
 17         MS. SPEAKER:  It's the 19th?  Did you
 18  say the 19th?
 19         MR. SPEAKER:  The 19th?
 20         MAYOR EBERLE:  Pardon?
 21         MS. SPEAKER:  What's the date of the
 22  fireworks?
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  It's the 19th annual.
 24         MR. SPEAKER:  Oh.
 25         MS. SPEAKER:  Oh.
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 01  [laughter]
 02         MS. SPEAKER:  We went, "Oh."
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  I said, "There was no
 04  que" -- yeah.  There's no question about the date
 05  of the 4th.
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And since
 07  I'm the Grand Marshal, I'm going to be in charge of
 08  the weather this year.
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So, if it's
 11  bad weather, you can blame me.  Usually it's on
 12  him.  So I get it this year, so. . .
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Our Code Enforcement
 14  Board is -- has a meeting scheduled for this
 15  month.  They do not meet every month, but we've
 16  had some tall grass situations, which we have
 17  every year about this time, and we have been
 18  successful in getting voluntary compliance.
 19    Although one of them took so long that we
 20  issued a citation.  So that will -- that will be
 21  heard.  And I believe Chief Sherrard may have
 22  something more on that.  And I think it's 27th of
 23  this month is the Code Enforcement Board
 24  meeting.
 25    Forestation Board Update.  I see Chair Lee
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 01  Tucci in the audience.  The Forestation Board has
 02  voted to remove the large beech tree that's at the
 03  entrance to Hunting Creek Subdivision.  For many
 04  years that was a signature tree.  It's been
 05  declining in -- in recent years.  We had it trimmed,
 06  what, Lee, two years ago?
 07         MR. TUCCI:  Two years ago.
 08         MAYOR EBERLE:  And it's -- it -- it's
 09  really on its way out.  So -- and I think Lee might
 10  have mentioned that.  But we will -- we will be
 11  taking that beech tree out.  We have three bids on
 12  it right now.  And since it's a removal, we will
 13  likely take the lowest bid.
 14    And we -- the board is working on replacing
 15  the tree to be planted in the fall, so. . .
 16    We're also be -- we -- we are working on
 17  Hunting Creek Boulevard and Little Hunting Creek
 18  Park with some planned tree plantings.
 19    Lee, is there anything else that we need to. . .
 20         MR. TUCCI:  We're starting a -- a
 21  re-inventory of our street median --
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  Oh.
 23         MR. TUCCI:  -- trees.
 24         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 25         MR. TUCCI:  We have something like
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 01  1700 street median trees, which we extensively
 02  surveyed in 2008, getting the location, species,
 03  diameter, and health of those trees.
 04    We did a quick survey in 2010 because of ice
 05  storm damage.
 06    And this year, this summer, starting basically
 07  right now, through the next few weeks, we're just
 08  assessing for any changes, any significant
 09  problems that are observed with trees, any new
 10  additions or missing trees that aren't on our -- on
 11  our inventory.
 12    We have several volunteers working on this.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  And if anyone would
 14  like to volunteer for the -- for the re-inventory of
 15  the trees, just contact Lee --
 16         MR. TUCCI:  Just -- just call --
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- or --
 18         MR. TUCCI:  -- just call me.
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- City Hall.  We really
 20  appreciate the volunteer work of the Forestation
 21  Board.
 22    Speaking of volunteer work, Parks and
 23  Recreation Advisory Committee held their Trails
 24  Open House on June 2nd, which also coincided with
 25  National Trails Day.  We had -- and -- and Chair
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 01  Linda Wardell is here.  We had well over 70, didn't
 02  we, people that wen -- went through that day?  It
 03  was a -- it was -- the weather was fantastic.
 04    I don't know who was in charge of that, Linda.
 05  It might've been you.
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  She was.
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  And this last --
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Maybe she
 09  should co-chair the 4th of July for you.
 10  [laughter]
 11         MAYOR EBERLE:  And I haven't been out
 12  to see them because they were just put in
 13  yesterday, right, Linda?
 14    We have some new trail benches from Eagle
 15  Scout projects.  I believe five benches were put in.
 16    Linda, do you have anything else or. . .
 17         MS. WARDELL:  Yeah.  Can I just make a
 18  couple of comments?
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  Sure.
 20         MS. WARDELL:  I'm Linda Wardell, 7910
 21  Sutherland Farm Road.
 22    As -- as Todd said, we had 72 people that
 23  walked the trail on National Trail Day.  We also
 24  had 18 wonderful volunteers.  Many of tha -- the
 25  same volunteers that have spent a lot of time
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 01  improving the trails in the park.
 02    And one of the things that I did was ask
 03  everyone, as they were emerging from the hike,
 04  "What was your experience?"
 05    And it was uniformly positive.  Everyone was
 06  just blown away by the natural beauty, by the work
 07  that had been done, and the fact that now the
 08  citizens of Prospect have the ability to go for a
 09  nice walk in a beautiful wood right near their
 10  homes.  So that was the -- the first thing that
 11  was -- that was just great.
 12    The second thing I'd like to say about the Boy
 13  Scout project is that this is probably -- the Boy
 14  Scout's name is Nick Medley -- probably the
 15  record-breaking Eagle project.  I think he first
 16  spoke to us in March or April.  And often it takes
 17  six to nine months for a scout to initiate a project
 18  and -- and complete it.
 19    And I actually have some pictures I'll pass
 20  around, a couple of pictures of the scouts
 21  fabricating the benches.  They build them, in this
 22  case, at the temple, at the Boy Scout place they've
 23  got there, to sort of put things together and then
 24  they transported them over.  You can tell some of
 25  the benches look a little wet; they got rained on.
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 01  But it didn't dampen their spirits.  And they were
 02  finished by about 1:30 on Sunday afternoon.  And I
 03  went around and looked at every location.  And,
 04  once again, the benches are beautiful.  They're
 05  pretty vandal-proof, if you will, and I think will
 06  make a wonderful edition.
 07    There are two at the trail head at Montero
 08  Drive, one -- if you've walked the Harrod's Creek
 09  Trail, one is just across the first bridge that has a
 10  lovely view of the stream, and then two along
 11  Little Hunting Creek Park near what I guess is
 12  called "the blue pool."  I'm not familiar with that
 13  location -- I mean, I'm not familiar with that name,
 14  but almost everyone I've said, "Near the blue
 15  pool," seems to know what that is, so. . .
 16    Thanks to the Boy Scouts.
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Linda.
 18    Library Committee.  We have taken our book --
 19  or remainders to Half Price Books or. . .
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We have.
 21  And we're receiving, already, donations for the
 22  next sale.  And we have a voluntary already to
 23  work that sale.
 24         MAYOR EBERLE:  Oh.  Good.  So then
 25  that's October 18 and 19?
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 01         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I think
 02  so.
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  I think it is.  Yeah.
 04  So -- and we probably ended up with close to 900
 05  hours?  Well, it was 770 I know --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  And I
 07  think we're roughly --
 08         MAYOR EBERLE:  At the end --
 09         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- at --
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- of the --
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  -- 1000.
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- sale, so. . .  And
 13  that -- that --
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Because
 15  we had about 100 to start the sale, so. . .
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  We're in
 18  good shape.
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  Great.  Anything else
 20  on the library?
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Not that
 22  I'm aware of.
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  We did get a
 24  grant for body armor vests.  And I think maybe
 25  Chief Sherrard will address that in a moment here.
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 01  But we got  a grant from the Kentucky League of
 02  Cities for additional body armor.
 03    Two things I didn't have on the Mayor's Report
 04  listing that went out, (1) because we just recently
 05  accomplished our inspection from -- from FEMA for
 06  our generator.  And Anne was -- was very pleased,
 07  and she worked very hard on that.  Do you have
 08  any -- that --
 09         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  I --
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- was, what, Friday
 11  we did --
 12         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  That was
 13  Friday.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 15         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  I'm just
 16  relieved it's done.
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.  So now we just
 18  have to wait for the reimbursement check.
 19         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  That's
 20  right.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  That's all we have to
 22  do.  Okay.
 23    And I know many of you were at the Cowley
 24  Park Concert.  Ron Cundiff, who is in the back I
 25  think.  He's probably working on -- on our water
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 01  leak.  I don't know if he's back there.  But at any
 02  rate, we had, roughly, over the course of the --
 03  that Sunday, roughly, 100 people in and out.  And
 04  Ron did a great job.  He made it to the YouTube
 05  video.  I don't know if I -- at any rate, if you're
 06  interested in watching it, just contact City Hall and
 07  we've got the site to it, so we can go ahead and
 08  give you that.
 09    So, that's all I have.  Any questions of myself
 10  and the Mayor's Report?
 11         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  If not, we will move to
 13  Chief Sherrard.
 14         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Okay.  Just
 15  to reiterate, we did receive a -- a grant; it's from
 16  the Kentucky Office of Homeland Security.  That
 17  was for the body armor.  That's to replace five
 18  vests.
 19    That program actually is operated through the
 20  Kentucky State Police, where police departments
 21  throughout the state, when they confiscate
 22  weapons and they turn them into the State Police,
 23  and then it's one central repository.  And as they
 24  get rid of them, whether through the destruction or
 25  whatever, the monies that they make from that
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 01  process, they return to small police departments to
 02  replace body armor, to replace the weapons that
 03  become out of service, things of that nature.  So
 04  it -- they send it back to the people that are
 05  turning guns into them.  So that's a good thing for
 06  us.
 07    Regarding the numbers for the month.
 08  Citations were pretty much the same as they were
 09  in past years, 22 versus 20 last year.
 10    Accidents were down a little bit this month.
 11    Our regular offense reports, it's very
 12  misleading to -- to collect reports from the past.
 13  The way that the crime was being reported here, it
 14  is very misleading.  Because of -- they've always
 15  tracked things as incident reports even though
 16  they might be a crime.
 17    For example, if you're just collecting it,
 18  everything under an incident and call it an incident
 19  report, even though a crime was committed, yeah,
 20  you can actually place somebody under arrest, file
 21  all the charges and everything.  So for the
 22  purposes of clearing the case, somebody can go to
 23  jail, things of that nature.  Yeah, you've done that.
 24  What it doesn't do is it doesn't report the crime to
 25  the FBI; it doesn't show up on crime statistics that
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 01  you've ever had a crime in thi -- in the City of
 02  Prospect; okay?
 03    So what we are doing is, we're in the process
 04  of changing that all over that it's properly
 05  recorded, okay, through the State of Kentucky,
 06  through what's called NIBRS, it's a National
 07  Incident Base Reporting System.
 08    Other police departments throughout the
 09  state, in fact, just about everybody's been doing
 10  that for quite a while.  And we'll do that.  It's a
 11  very simple task.  The offe -- or the accident
 12  report is done that way already.
 13    So this is just a matter of handling your
 14  offense reports the same way.  It's an easy
 15  tracking system.  In fact, it'll be a more accurate
 16  assessment of what's actually going on.  The way
 17  it is now, it could be reported any number of ways,
 18  incident, misdemeanor, or felony.
 19    Right now it's pretty misleading.  In just a
 20  matter of a couple months you'll have a -- a much
 21  better grasp of what's actually going on; okay?
 22    The calls for service were slightly up from the
 23  same reporting period last year, up 15%.  The
 24  officer initiated runs were down 20%.  I would
 25  expect that just because there's one fewer officer
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 01  at this time this year with Larry Johnson retiring,
 02  so that would -- you would expect to find that.
 03    One of the significant reports was a jewelry
 04  theft from a home that actually was tied into a
 05  contractor.  There has been a suspect named.  It
 06  was one of the people working for the contractor;
 07  suspect's been identified.  They're already working
 08  with the Commonwealth's Attorney's Office and
 09  they're going to seek a direct indictment on that
 10  case.  So they're pretty far along with that one.
 11    A couple of incidents of graffiti in
 12  Bridgepointe.  There hasn't been any repeat of
 13  that same incident or the same tagging of that kind
 14  from that one single night.  They got a couple of
 15  stop signs and then they marked the door on the
 16  clubhouse over there.  That same tag sign has not
 17  been seen since that night in the first part of May.
 18    Another incident we had involved a -- a
 19  nephew that basically stole a credit card and
 20  paycheck from his uncle.  And then he and his
 21  girlfriend went out and rang up $2500 worth of
 22  charges on it and then immediately pawned it.
 23  They went straight from using the card to go to the
 24  pawn shop and get roughly 15% of the value of a
 25  brand new item in the package, brand new item,
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 01  and you get 15%.  So that's -- that's a heck of a
 02  deal.  But anyway, there's warrants outstanding on
 03  those.
 04    So, three DUI arrests at various locations on
 05  various evenings.
 06    The one code enforcement that the mayor
 07  referred to, that was a -- a repeated incident of --
 08  of high grass on Wythe Hill Circle.  It's been a
 09  repeated offender.  We did issue a citation.  The
 10  one difficulty with that one is the property owner
 11  is now in Florida.  So it was a case of sending a
 12  certified letter and then the thing is forwarded to
 13  the location in Florida.
 14    And that goes before the board on the 27th, so
 15  it's next week that we hear that case.  They did
 16  not respond back from the letter.
 17    And that's all I have at this point.
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Chief, are --
 19  I know you mentioned that Officer Larry Johnson is
 20  retired.
 21         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Correct.
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Are we
 23  looking for a replacement or what's the status of
 24  that?
 25         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  We're
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 01  looking to replace him with part-time officers, two
 02  part-time officers to come in.  It does offer us
 03  more flexibility in scheduling to do it that way, and
 04  it would be much cheaper for the city because you
 05  don't have to pay the -- the same benefit packet,
 06  you wouldn't have to pay into the retirement
 07  system, you know, at the healthy rate.  And so it
 08  would be much cheaper for the city and would offer
 09  us much more flexibility in terms of scheduling.
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Okay.
 11  Thank you.
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  And, I don't know, I
 13  think it's safe to say that Larry Johnson will -- will
 14  likely be one of those.
 15         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  He would be
 16  interested in coming back.
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  So, yeah.
 18         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  On a -- on a
 19  very limited part-time --
 20         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 21         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- basis.
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  He can -- he -- he --
 23  he has a cap on how much he can earn.  So --
 24  but -- in fact, Larry has returned.
 25         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  He's
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 01  came -- he's volunteered and --
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  He has --
 03         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- came
 04  back --
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- volunteered --
 06         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  -- several
 07  times already on an unpaid basis.
 08         MAYOR EBERLE:  He's come back a
 09  couple of times without pay, so. . .
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Larry's been
 11  around a long --
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  He has.
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- time.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other questions of
 15  Chief Sherrard?  Comments on the police report?
 16         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  I will note, in the back
 18  of your binders, of the council binders, there are
 19  two police-related items.  One commending Officer
 20  Harold Proffitt and Mike Thomas and then also an
 21  e-mail that we received -- the chief received from
 22  John Clark, who is the president of the Sutherland
 23  Homeowner's Association, thanking the police
 24  department for their community support during
 25  their -- their neighborhood yard sale.  I think -- I
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 01  think they had a neighborhood wide yard sale.  So
 02  it says they were very cordial.
 03    So I appreciate the work of the police
 04  department, not only in -- in law enforcement
 05  areas but also in -- in community policing and --
 06  and code enforcement, that type of this thing.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I think what
 08  we just heard about Larry Johnson is sort of --
 09  illustrates the -- the loyalty that city employees
 10  have to the city.  And that's -- that's a really
 11  valuable thing to -- to have earned their loyalty
 12  and retained it is -- is -- is good thing.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  It is.
 14    The next -- next agenda item, comments from
 15  citizens and the public.  And would -- if you have
 16  comments that you would like to make, if you
 17  would come to the podium and state your name so
 18  that Ms. Strijek can have it for the record.
 19    Name -- name and address.
 20         MS. GLAZER:  My name is Susan Glazer;
 21  I'm a homeowner at 8310 Star Point Court in Little
 22  Hunting Creek.  And I'm here on behalf of myself,
 23  my husband, and several of our neighbors on Star
 24  Point Court.
 25    With a thank you to Linda Wardell for
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 01  spearheading the Harrod's Creek Park project.  But
 02  along with a wonderful thing come a lot of
 03  questions from us because our properties back up
 04  to the hiking area.  And we have some -- a list of
 05  concerns, some regarding the trails and the MSD
 06  project, which is already in progress.
 07    So I don't know how would you like me to
 08  proceed but to read the questions and then I would
 09  like to submit them to be included in the minutes
 10  for this meeting.
 11         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Sure.
 12         MS. GLAZER:  Regarding the MSD prep,
 13  and I'm -- I'm just going to go through them and
 14  you-all can stop me or -- and answer questions or
 15  how ever you want to do it.
 16    Regarding the MSD project.  Is the City of
 17  Prospect working with the Army Corps of Engineers
 18  on future plans for such things as a boat dock and
 19  a parking lot?  We've heard a lot of things.  We
 20  don't know.
 21    How will the extension of work being
 22  conducted 1500 feet from the blue herons nesting
 23  area be enforced?
 24    How does the City Council going to work with
 25  MSD to ensure that no wildlife or vegetation are
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 01  harmed during the project?
 02    And should any homeowners' property be
 03  damaged during this project, how will the City
 04  Council work with MSD to make sure that those
 05  homeowners' properties are returned to normal?
 06    And then regarding Harrod's Creek Park, my
 07  list of questions is significantly longer.
 08    We would like to know if there are plans for
 09  future trails in the Harrod's Creek area; if so, who
 10  is planning them?
 11    Will there be public input regarding the plans?
 12    Will there be public hearings?
 13    And how will these plans will be financed?
 14    What steps will be taken to protect residents
 15  whose homes and property are adjacent to the
 16  park?
 17    Will there be city-sponsored signage,
 18  increased police patrols?
 19    How soon may we expect appropriate signage
 20  of the trail head?
 21    Will permanent signs be posted along the
 22  trails?
 23    Some of these questions have been -- already
 24  been answered in the Mayor Eberle's letter to me.
 25    Will pets be allowed?
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 01    Will vehicles, bicycles, and motorbikes be
 02  allowed?
 03    Will swimming in Harrod's Creek be permitted?
 04    Will alcoholic beverages be permitted?
 05    Will weapons be allowed, including firearms
 06  and bows and arrows?
 07    And then among the questions we have:  Will
 08  there be an -- for hiker's sake, will there be an
 09  emergency call system for people who have been
 10  injured, for people who may be attacked or
 11  stalked?
 12    Will access to the Pu -- to the parks, both the
 13  Putney Pond area and Harrod's Creek, be limited
 14  to numbers of people during times of drought or
 15  flooding or at night?
 16    Does the City of Prospect have liability
 17  insurance; and, if so, how does that impact any
 18  claims filed against the city for injuries or -- in --
 19  incurred on the trails?
 20    How will the parks be maintained beyond -- if
 21  they're -- plans to be on [phonetic] volunteers
 22  doing trash pick up?
 23    How will the wildlife, plants, and trees be
 24  protected?
 25    And how will all of the rules be enforced?
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 01    And I would like to submit these questions for
 02  the minutes.  Thank you.
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  We do have answers to
 04  tho -- I -- I -- I don't know if we want -- I -- I did
 05  respond to your earlier e-mails.  And if you want, I
 06  can -- we can go point by point on -- on some of
 07  those.  I was -- I was trying to write them down as
 08  you went through them, but I think I lost track,
 09  so. . .
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I can answer
 11  one of them.  Because I -- I got a letter here --
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- from --
 14  from -- from Stuart, since he has to be out of town.
 15    He said:  [reads] When negotiating the
 16  easement with MSD, I didn't ensure that MSD
 17  would work with the state wildlife agency to ensure
 18  that their construction, which will involve lots of
 19  heavy equipment will not disturb the herons.  They
 20  have met with state agencies and are going to
 21  adjust their construction schedule as not to disturb
 22  the heroins -- herons.
 23    So that he thought that they've already been
 24  in contact with state agencies over this.  So we've
 25  got the state agencies involved with that.
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 01         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  I will try to
 02  and -- and maybe Stuart Miles,  who's the council
 03  liaison to Parks and Recreation, who -- and
 04  Stuart's not able to be here tonight, but he may --
 05  we -- we can get these to him.
 06    I can -- I'll -- I'll try to go through quickly, on
 07  the MSD, I -- I -- we are not working with the
 08  Corps of Engineers.  But there is -- when -- when
 09  MSD will be taking their sewer plant offline, as
 10  we've talked about before, we will have a  paddling
 11  access -- the city plans to have paddling access in
 12  there.  And they will leave -- they will take the
 13  sewer plant itself out and that will be leveled out,
 14  which would provide a place for parking.
 15    Restriction of work from 1500 feet from the
 16  blue herons nest.  Be -- I don't know how -- how
 17  close we are, 1500 feet.  I'm not sure.
 18         MS. SPEAKER:  300 feet.
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  But they have had the
 20  Fish and Wildlife down there and they're -- I know
 21  MSD is working with them.
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And they're
 23  also planning their construction so that it will
 24  not -- not only will it not occur during the time that
 25  the birds are nesting, it won't interfere with their
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 01  pre-nesting love life either, so. . .
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.  Yeah.  Right.
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  There's --
 04  there's --
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  They are --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- a -- a nice
 07  little window in there for them to sort of get it all
 08  together and hatch the birds.  And then after that,
 09  in that other interval when the birds have
 10  scattered and it's no longer a rookery, then MSD
 11  will be doing the work in that would be in that
 12  sensitive area.
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Stuart and
 14  Ms. Wardell met with a Mr. Waldman, and Mr.
 15  Waldman is in charge of the Olmsted Conservory
 16  [sic].  He's the guy that takes care of all the parks
 17  in the city.  He's been through the property.
 18    It says:  [reads] We also talked with Mr.
 19  Waltman [sic] about the -- the heron rockery [sic]
 20  that is in the park.  He told us that the trail that
 21  goes down the creek, which is hundreds of feets
 22  [sic] away from the rookery does not pose any
 23  threat to it.  Again, this trail has been there for
 24  years with people walking on it regularly.  If the
 25  herons had been dis -- disturbed by this trail, they
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 01  wouldn't be there now.
 02         MS. SPEAKER:  But not all these people.
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  Then the -- the next
 04  one is whether wildlife or vegetation will be
 05  harmed during the M -- MSD prode -- project.
 06  They will be --  they're easement allows them to
 07  clear vegetation.  And -- and we've talked about
 08  that in the past.  And I -- and I -- I'm -- I'm sure in
 09  clearing the vegetation and the trees to that lower
 10  spot there will be wildlife that will be displaced.
 11    We do have $37,000 that is -- that is going to
 12  be placed in the allocated, not unallocated,
 13  reserves for the restoration of the -- the trees that
 14  will be taken out.
 15    How will City Council work to ensure
 16  homeowners property is returned to normal after
 17  MSD is finished with the project?  If there are
 18  ho -- if there's private property disturbed, I -- I --
 19  I feel sure that MSD will -- will restore that.
 20    I did ask the chief engineer, Steve Emily, to --
 21  to -- to attend tonight.  He had a conflict, but he
 22  did say that he would be able to come at the July
 23  meeting, so. . .
 24    Harrod's Creek Park.  Future trails in the
 25  Ha -- Harrod's Creek Park area, we may -- we --
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 01  the Parks and -- and Recreations Committee is
 02  maybe planning, I -- I -- I haven't seen specific
 03  plans with regards to future trails that would be on
 04  city property.
 05    Right now, the -- the -- the only thing we have
 06  are the -- what we call the "upper" and the "lower"
 07  trail, which provide a -- a loop.  And I think the --
 08  it would be the Parks and Recreation Committee
 09  that would be -- would be talking about where
 10  those trails might be.  I don't know whether they
 11  have any public hearings planned, but they -- but
 12  their meetings are open to the public.
 13    Steps taken to protect residents' homes and
 14  pop -- property are adjacent to the park and
 15  signage and -- and prolice -- police patrols.  We
 16  have put up signage.  And again, I think Stuart
 17  Miles could tell you exactly where that signing --
 18  signage is, talking about where private property
 19  begins and where public property -- where the
 20  boundaries are.
 21    Increased police patrols.  We will -- once we
 22  are able to, probably after -- especially after the
 23  sewer plant is taken offline, we'll have better
 24  access down to that area and would -- I would
 25  imagine that we would be able to have increased
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 01  police patrols.  I know. . .
 02    Actually, Lieutenant Shaw, didn't -- didn't --
 03  weren't you taken on a tour?
 04         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  I was.
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Okay.
 06         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Friday night we
 07  went down.
 08         MAYOR EBERLE:  And -- right.
 09    We also have emergen -- we've -- we've had
 10  the fire department and EMS take tours there as
 11  well.
 12    Rules will be posted.  Yes, we do have rules.
 13  And the -- I think the Parks and Recreations
 14  Committee will be considering those rules and
 15  maybe expanding those rules at -- at their next
 16  meeting.  And we do have a draft, if -- if -- if -- if
 17  someone would wa -- like to look at what those
 18  rules are now.
 19    They're essentially the same as with all parks
 20  and natural areas, which is posted on the back of
 21  the -- the -- the summary is posted -- or the rules
 22  is posted on the back of the parks brochure.
 23  The -- the rules for Harrod's Creek Park will
 24  essentially be the same as for Putney Pond and --
 25  and Woodlands.
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 01    Will be pets -- will pets be allowed?  Only on
 02  leash.
 03    Will vehicles and bicycles and motorbikes be
 04  allowed?  No.
 05    Will swimming in Harrod's Creek be permitted?
 06  I don't know that we're going to patrol Harrod's
 07  Creek, but we are -- and we haven't --
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Some of
 09  those areas are --
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- prohibited --
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- so narrow,
 12  you couldn't swim in them if you wanted to.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  I mean, it --
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You may
 15  wade in it, but you're not going to swim in it.
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  Will alcoholic
 17  beverages be permitted?  That's a violation of the
 18  rules, as drafted.
 19    Will weapons be allowed, in -- including
 20  firearms and bows and arrows?  That is a violation
 21  of Prospect City ordinances.
 22    Will there be an emergency call system?  And
 23  now, if you're talking about call boxes, I'm not
 24  aware of -- of any established system that -- that's
 25  being planned.
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 01         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Cell phones
 02  should take care of that.
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, yeah.  Cell
 04  phones to 228-COPS, I would guess would be
 05  the --
 06         MR. SPEAKER:  I would think 911.
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  Or 911; right.
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Right.
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  Access to the parks be
 10  limited?  I mean, there's not a -- in my -- in my
 11  understanding, there's -- there's not a -- a limit on
 12  the number of people that could be in the park.
 13  Although that could be considered.  At night, the
 14  parks -- the rules are that the park is open during
 15  daylight hours, so that would not include the night.
 16    Yes, the City of Prospect has liability
 17  insurance and our insurers are aware of -- of --
 18  of -- of the park.
 19    How will the parks be maintained?  There is a
 20  trash pick up.  There's --  there's a trash container
 21  at the trail head at the entrance to the park, and
 22  the rules encourage everyone using the park not to
 23  put trash in -- along the trails, and if they see
 24  trash on the trails, the rules, as drafted so far,
 25  ask them to pack it out, which I think most of the
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 01  people that are -- that are there using that will be
 02  disposed to that.
 03    How will wildlife be protected?  The only thing
 04  that -- the only protection would be that there
 05  would be no hunting allowed.  And the rules are to
 06  stay on the main -- on the trails.
 07    How will plants and trees be protected?  Much
 08  in the same way that we -- we need to stay on the
 09  trails.  Now, occasionally, there is a tree that falls
 10  across the trail and we would cut those.  But other
 11  than that, plan, no.
 12         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Well, you-all
 13  had a -- you-all had a -- a -- the -- where you went
 14  back there and took some aggressive species out,
 15  too, didn't you?
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And the
 18  trails were --
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  We are re --
 20  removing --
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  The trails
 22  will allow us to access that property?
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.  I --
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  And how will the rules
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 01  be enforced, this last one?  And that -- that would
 02  be any -- any rules that we have or ordinance
 03  that -- ordinances that would be violated would
 04  either be handled by the -- the police or -- or the
 05  Code -- and the Code Enforcement Board.
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I -- just
 07  one -- one more paragraph from Stuart.  It says:
 08  [reads] I do think we should work with the
 09  residents of Star Point Court to deal with issue of
 10  people cutting through their yards to access the
 11  park.
 12    Apparently there was a trail from one property
 13  owner's house down to the woods.  I had to block
 14  that trail leading to their yards at both ends and
 15  put up signs informing people that it was not the
 16  Harrod's Creek Trail and that only the entrance to
 17  the park was Montero Drive trail head.
 18    I have recently checked these blockades and
 19  they have -- and the signs are intact.  I have
 20  talked with Ron Cundiff about putting up more
 21  formal city signs.  I have also spoke to our police
 22  department lieutenant about having the police
 23  random patrol parks -- of the park.  I've also put
 24  up new signs at the trail head informing people
 25  that bikes, horses, motorized vehicles, were not
�0037
 01  allowed on the trail.  There are numerous signs
 02  along the trail telling people to stay on the marked
 03  trail.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  I think the improved
 05  trails will allow us an avenue to en -- enforce the
 06  rules better than we have in the past.  We -- the
 07  trails have been there for a long time, started
 08  probably as deer trails.
 09    And I became alarmed, and I know many other
 10  people, especially in the Star Port -- Star Point
 11  Court area, with -- with hunting in there and also
 12  with ATVs going through there.  So, hopefully,
 13  now, with nature lovers on the trail rather than
 14  deer hunters, we will have a -- a more --
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  The other --
 16  the other -- the other -- the other thing I think is
 17  important is, is that the way the trails were before,
 18  it encouraged young people to use the trails
 19  because the older people, like myself, couldn't
 20  climb over all that stuff.
 21    So now -- what we've done now, we've
 22  widened trails, made it easier to walk, encouraging
 23  more people to go in who are -- I don't know the
 24  word here [phonetic], but who are older, who
 25  couldn't -- couldn't -- couldn't do those trails
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 01  earlier.  So now we've got elderly people on the
 02  trails rather than just young children or young kids
 03  back there.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 05         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And so I
 06  think that makes it safer back there that is
 07  accessible now to adults rather than just children.
 08         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  I did see a lot
 09  of families at -- at the open house.  And -- and
 10  some people that we weren't sure that were going
 11  to make it all the way back on the -- on the loop.
 12    In fact, talking about cell phones, at the -- at
 13  the welcoming table we had, I think it was Cathy
 14  Wallace down there with her cell phone, so that if
 15  we needed to -- to get a car in to help someone
 16  get out.  We -- but we didn't have to do that,
 17  so. . .
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Linda, have
 19  we missed any points?
 20         MS. WARDELL:  I think you're doing a
 21  good job.
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  Again, Stuart Miles,
 23  who's the liaison to the Parks and Recreations
 24  Committee, is not here tonight.  He should be here
 25  at the July meeting.
�0039
 01    And we will try to assure that a representative
 02  from MSD is also here at the July meeting, so. . .
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I think the
 04  better the trail, the -- the better the adjoining
 05  areas are protected.  You're not tempted to
 06  bushwhack your way when there's this nice path of
 07  least resistance that -- switch back that will get
 08  you up and down the -- the steeper areas and so
 09  forth.  So -- so trails actually tend to protect
 10  rather than to destroy the -- the basic area that
 11  you're interested in protecting.
 12         MR. SPEAKER:  May I say one thing?
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, if -- if you -- if
 14  you want to address --
 15         MR. SPEAKER:  I'll -- I'll --
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- at least --
 17         MR. SPEAKER:  I'll do --
 18         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- come to the podium.
 19         MR. SPEAKER:  -- address you next --
 20  in -- in -- in July.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Okay.
 22         MR. SPEAKER:  I will comment --
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Any -- and
 24  any -- any other comments?
 25         MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.
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 01         MS. EMBRY:  Hi.  My name is Carolyn
 02  Embry; I'm a resident of Hunting Creek, living on
 03  Weyanoke Court.
 04    And I'm here tonight in support of the Hunting
 05  Creek Trails.  I have spoken to you before and
 06  expressed my appreciation, so I won't belabor the
 07  point.
 08    But I just did want to add to Linda Wardell's
 09  report by pointing out what -- what she's so
 10  eloquently stated, and that is, that this trail
 11  project has engaged so many residents and people
 12  in establishing the trails and maintaining them,
 13  from the Boy Scouts to countless number of
 14  citizens who have given of their volunteer time to
 15  members of the council, and the result is a
 16  gemstone of this community, in -- in my opinion.
 17  Just a real treasure for us.
 18    And, you know, with ga -- gas prices what they
 19  are today, we may think before we drive to Red
 20  River Gorge or even to Bernheim Forest.  But when
 21  we have this lovely trail, both of the trails, right
 22  here in our community, we can be there in seven
 23  minutes from our front door and that's walking.  So
 24  we consider this just a real asset to our community
 25  and thank you for them and for all the work that
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 01  you've done and -- and your support of the trails.
 02    And, also, while I have the floor, I'd like to
 03  say that we're also enjoying the summer concerts
 04  so much.  And all these things, I think, are great
 05  enhancements to the quality of life here in our
 06  community.  They draw us out of our homes; they
 07  foster a sense of camaraderie, a sense of
 08  community; they, you know, take us away from the
 09  TV and the computer long enough to meet our
 10  neighbors and to socialize.  So these are all
 11  wonderful things.  The hiking trails, the concerts,
 12  these are all a part of what makes living in
 13  Prospect so special.
 14    So keep doing them -- the good work that
 15  you're doing.  I know that the committees are
 16  certainly going to address the issues that have
 17  been raised and concerns that are legitimate to be
 18  addressed.  But I think by and large these are --
 19  are great things for our community, and we should
 20  celebrate them and be appreciative of them.
 21    Thank you.
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Thank you.
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Mayor, if I
 25  may?  From the article in the paper, and I don't
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 01  know if everybody saw the article, Major Waltman,
 02  who's the project director for Louisville Olmsted
 03  Park Conserve -- Consevantry [sic], he's in charge
 04  of all the parks, quote, "As far as nature's
 05  concerned, I think it stacks up really high,"
 06  Waltman said of the park.  "I was pretty taken back
 07  by the size of the canopy of trees there.  It has
 08  not been logged in a very long time, which you
 09  can -- which you can't say for many other areas.
 10    "You'd have to go to Bernheim Forest to find a
 11  forest like this."
 12    That says it all.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah, that was the
 14  article that was in the -- and -- and actually
 15  there's copies of that article at the back, so if
 16  you -- anybody missed that in the -- in the Courier.
 17  It was in the -- it was in our local neighborhood
 18  section.  It wasn't in the main paper, so. . .
 19    Yes?
 20         MR. KLONDIKE:  My name is Marty
 21  Klondike; I live on the -- Star Point Court at the
 22  end of the cul-de-sac.
 23    And before we talk about Star Point Court, I'd
 24  like to thank each and every one of you for the
 25  fine job you do in Prospect and for the great city
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 01  we live in.  More than -- more people than just
 02  myself appreciate the work you've done.  And,
 03  also, of course, the police department --
 04         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  Thank you.
 05         MR. KLONDIKE:  -- so. . .
 06    I'm not going to beat a dead horse on the Star
 07  Point Court thing.  But I -- at the same time, I
 08  thought it would be interesting to just tell you
 09  what's going on from the standpoint of what I've
 10  seen.
 11    I live right at the back of the -- of the -- the
 12  subdivision.  And we've had numerous people,
 13  sometimes individuals, mostly groups, that will cut
 14  through the yards to get down to the back of the
 15  trail, because apparently the trail ends behind
 16  where we live and you can get up the trail -- I've
 17  never done it myself because I'm not that
 18  interested in it, but I've talked to a couple people
 19  that have -- and you can walk up from the end of
 20  the trail, up into the Star Point Court area and go
 21  through three or four different yards, including
 22  mine.  So people are going through private
 23  property all the time.
 24    In fact, even today, MSD pulled their truck --
 25  not their truck, but a survey truck that they had
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 01  hired, and that's where they entered the property.
 02  In fact, I let them go through the property that I
 03  had to get back there to survey their own things.
 04    So it is a situation where we're seeing more
 05  and more of it.  And I guess the thing we want to
 06  do is just make sure that it's identified so that we
 07  know how to act.  I mean, what do we do?  Do we
 08  accost the people that are going through or do we
 09  call the police every time or what?  You know, I'd
 10  like your recommendations on that.
 11    And hopefully, it -- it'll burn itself out.  But,
 12  quite frankly, there's -- it's -- it's an opening from
 13  the back that is not necessarily all that difficult to
 14  get up.  And so if people are tired, they're going
 15  to -- they're going to probably come up and walk
 16  the streets rather than trying to walk the trail all
 17  the way back to Montero.
 18    We did have a situation the other night where
 19  some kids got lost and came up the trail and came
 20  through our yards with flashlights and so forth
 21  trying to get out.  Nobody got hurt or anything.
 22  But it was a situation where some of these things
 23  do happen.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  It sounds
 25  like the -- it would be easy to put signs on the trail
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 01  saying "Don't go this way."  The difficulty is
 02  somebody starting from the street and going
 03  through your yard.
 04         MS. SPEAKER:  We need --
 05         MR. KLONDIKE:  Yes.
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You know, so
 07  I -- I can easily see the -- the -- the fix for most
 08  people.  There are always going to be people who
 09  look --
 10         MR. KLONDIKE:  Right.
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- at rules
 12  and, you know, just go their way.  But signs at
 13  those points on the trail should stop people from
 14  the shortcut up the hill.  What we need is
 15  something to stop them starting out at your house
 16  rather than ending up at your house in most cases.
 17  Is that -- is that reasonable?
 18         MR. KLONDIKE:  Yes.  Much -- just like
 19  what Alan said, there have been signs put in the
 20  back of our properties that kind of butt up against
 21  our property -- and the -- and the --
 22         MR. SPEAKER:  Mayor?
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  We probably
 24  need more signage.  And -- and if -- you know,
 25  we -- we need to just shut down that trail down.
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 01         MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Completely.
 03         MR. KLONDIKE:  Well, I did --
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And if --
 05         MR. KLONDIKE:  -- check --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- if it's not
 07  there, they can't use it.
 08         MR. KLONDIKE:  I did check on that,
 09  though, and it's a fairly wide area for them to get
 10  up.
 11         MR. SPEAKER:  Yeah.
 12         MR. KLONDIKE:  In fact --
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  But I think
 14  this signage would take care of that.  I don't -- I
 15  don't think the general public in here wants to
 16  trespass or do anything.  Let's put some signs up,
 17  and I think that'll take care of most of the
 18  property.
 19         MR. KLONDIKE:  Okay.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Actually, the
 21  Putney Pond area, the people there are more
 22  accessible than probably you-guys are where you
 23  are because their houses are right there.  And they
 24  really haven't had any problems yet.
 25    So, I think that's new.  I mean, we want to
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 01  address -- I mean, I -- I understand your concerns,
 02  and I don't want people walking through your yard
 03  or my yard who I don't know.  I mean, I live on
 04  Harrod's Creek.  And since they opened up that
 05  canoe and kayak place, I've got tons of people
 06  behind my house on Harrod's Creek that I've never
 07  ever had before.  Tons of them.
 08         MS. SPEAKER:  How do you like it?
 09         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I hear them
 10  talking.  You know, they're having fun.  I'm not
 11  worried about them coming and stealing something
 12  at my house.  It's hard to get a refrigerator into a
 13  canoe.  So, I mean, I'm not really worried about
 14  that.
 15    But, you know -- but, people are going to use
 16  that.  We -- we're in a community that has all
 17  these luscious things, and people are going to use
 18  them.  We just have to let -- people understand
 19  there are rules.  We need to back them up with
 20  rules.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Right.
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  And I think -- I think,
 23  and maybe Linda can confirm, I think Stuart tried
 24  to -- he put actual --
 25         MS. WARDELL:  Both ends.
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 01         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- an actual barricade
 02  rather than a sign.
 03         MS. WARDELL:  At both ends.
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.
 05         MS. WARDELL:  And I saw both ends of
 06  the -- of the barricade.
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  So --
 08         MS. WARDELL:  So. . .
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  And we have increased
 10  the police patrols there.  I know I -- I go by and
 11  Anne -- Anne goes by the -- the Star Point Court
 12  area and also the -- the entrance to the park on
 13  Montero.  So we're trying to monitor what's -- what
 14  the activity is.
 15         MR. KLONDIKE:  The sign that we're
 16  talking about that Stuart put up is about a
 17  10-by-10 sign, and it -- it -- well, it describes very
 18  well what should and shouldn't be done.
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 20         MR. KLONDIKE:  But I think, just like
 21  what somebody here said earlier, it's --  it's one of
 22  those things for -- it's not going to stop people
 23  from going -- going through our yards to get to the
 24  back; it's more or less their answer for --
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Well, if we --
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 01  if we could block them coming from your -- down,
 02  where they can't get --
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  They can't get --
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- they can't
 05  get past there, then they're not going to use that.
 06         MR. KLONDIKE:  Yeah.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So I mean --
 08  we've got to -- we've got to block it at both ends.
 09  And so we'll figure out how we do that.
 10         MR. KLONDIKE:  Okay.  Well, listen,
 11  thank you very much for your time.
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 13         MR. KLONDIKE:  And I appreciate --
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.  We'll
 15  continue to --
 16         MR. KLONDIKE:  -- you-all are doing.
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- work on it.
 18         MR. KLONDIKE:  And --
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  And let us know.
 20         MR. KLONDIKE:  -- appreciate it.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 22         MR. KLONDIKE:  Thank you.
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other --
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Joe in the
 25  back.
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 01         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- any other
 02  comments?
 03         MR. SPEAKER:  If -- if I could make a --
 04  this point, on what this gentleman is saying.
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, ma'am.
 06         MR. SPEAKER:  It -- it will be work.
 07  Be -- because the only --
 08         MAYOR EBERLE:  Sir, if you're going
 09  to --
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  You have
 11  to --
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- if you're --
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- come up --
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- going to -- if you're
 15  going to talk, we have to have one --
 16         MR. SPEAKER:  Am I out of line?
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- one person at a
 18  time.  And -- and --
 19         MR. SPEAKER:  Okay.
 20         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- certainly you will.
 21  So -- but this -- this -- this lady is first.
 22         MS. SPARKS:  I'm Colleen Sparks; I live
 23  at 6500 Gunpowder Lane.
 24    And you-all have been talking about beauty.
 25  I'm here to talk about ugly, so. . .
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 01    I always feel a little show-and-tell is better.
 02  And -- when -- and -- and we have a problem.  But
 03  this could happen to anybody.  My neighbor, she's
 04  a wonderful person, I think, very nice to speak to.
 05  However, as you can see, she doesn't pay a whole
 06  lot of attention to her yard.  This is -- I invite
 07  you-all -- I live at 6500 Gunpowder; she lives at
 08  6410.
 09    I'm sure if you drive up Gunpowder and look
 10  to your right, it's the house that has the very large
 11  bushes across the front.
 12         MS. SPEAKER:  Uh-huh.
 13         MS. SPARKS:  It has some lovely
 14  rickrack halfway across the porch with holes in it.
 15  I think the idea was because they keep the
 16  garbage cans on the front porch.  They have for
 17  many, many years.  The place is quite unkept.
 18    Like, this is not the largest.  I -- I -- this is
 19  sort of a medium height.  And it's next to my
 20  fence.  As you can see, I don't know, Roundup
 21  wouldn't do anything to this.
 22    But what I'm saying is this could happen to
 23  anybody.  Like you were saying, the fa -- place on
 24  Wythe Hill Circle, you send a citation, but how
 25  long does this have to go on?  I would like to see
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 01  this Council or whatever type of -- of -- of
 02  ordinance that would be a speedier solution to
 03  these types of problems.
 04    For example, my husband and I we have no
 05  children, relatives are out of -- out of touch, the
 06  two we have are -- I'm in the sure what shape
 07  they're in.  But, anyway, if I should go first, then
 08  our house could turn into something like this.  Not
 09  that he would mean to do that, but he has
 10  Parkinson's disease.
 11    So how can you address things like this that
 12  happen either on purpose or accidentally and then
 13  resolve them in a speedier and more ti -- or a more
 14  timely manner?  What type of citations?  Does it
 15  need to have a -- have a fine?  Can you impose
 16  that against their property tax?  Something that
 17  would keep this from -- from happening, like, next
 18  to you or -- or you.
 19         MS. SPEAKER:  I wouldn't allow it.
 20         MS. SPARKS:  Well, they probably
 21  wouldn't do it out of the circle [phonetic].
 22         MS. SPEAKER:  That's right.
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  You know, we --
 24         MS. SPARKS:  But --
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- we do have --
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 01         MS. SPARKS:  I mean, you do -- you do
 02  need something.
 03    Like I say, I have nice rapport with them.  I've
 04  talked to the youngest daughter.
 05    Now, they have -- a parent -- a Ruth Boteler
 06  lives there, her son, her two daughters, the two
 07  daughters' four children, and then the two
 08  boyfriends of the two daughters.  So if you add
 09  that up, that's six adults and four children.
 10    Les, who lived in the garage, who I used to be
 11  able get to clean up the place, he moved out.
 12    So it -- it's just a -- it's just a pitiful -- or
 13  almost sad situation.  But other than the fact that
 14  they are:  (1) lowering the property values of mine.
 15    Again, this is a personal thing.  If something
 16  should happen to my husband, with his disease,
 17  and I wanted to sell the house, if you drive in my
 18  driveway, and I invite anybody here, that's why I
 19  gave you-all my address, please, come into my
 20  yard and look over at their yard.  Plea -- stay a
 21  distance away because they tie the one dog to the
 22  tree back there that I showed you that doesn't
 23  have any grass or anything.  And he's -- he's not
 24  very nice.
 25    But, again, I ask that -- that the council can
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 01  consider some way, whoever is in charge of the
 02  citations, to maybe come up with a solution that
 03  would be more timely and stronger so this doesn't
 04  happen to anybody else.
 05    Thank you.
 06         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.  We -- we
 07  do have the Code Enforcement.  I -- I know
 08  we've -- there used to be quite a bit of parking in
 09  the yard or --
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yeah.
 11         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- you know, part on
 12  the street and part on the yard at -- at that -- at
 13  that place.  And it has been a declining property
 14  for many years, I think.  I mean, I -- I seem to
 15  remember that it -- that it -- it's been that way
 16  for -- for quite some time.  We can look and -- and
 17  see.
 18    Now, we do when -- when we -- when we
 19  assess fines, we have -- we have to take them to
 20  court and get a -- and get a judgment, and then we
 21  can -- then we can place a lien on the property.  If
 22  they do not pay the fine, we have to wait until they
 23  sell the house.  Which probably wouldn't
 24  disappoint you.  But -- but -- but we -- we do have
 25  ways to -- to get the -- the fines collected.
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 01    And I don't know if -- if Chief Sherrard -- I
 02  know, you -- you -- you're aware of that property?
 03         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  I'm aware of
 04  that piece of property over there, yeah.
 05         MS. SPARKS:  Is there a timeline on
 06  the -- on that, as far as issuing the citation and
 07  then -- or what -- the -- you know, a year -- you
 08  know, months, week -- weeks, months, years; what
 09  is the --
 10         POLICE CHIEF SHERRARD:  They send
 11  them the citation, certified mail, give them a --
 12  a -- a deadline in which to get the property
 13  squared away, and then they go to the following
 14  Code Enforcement Board meeting.
 15         MAYOR EBERLE:  And if they don't show
 16  up, the -- that -- that -- that case is still heard.
 17  And it's just like if you got -- if you've got to have
 18  a speeding ticket and you didn't show up at the
 19  hearing.  So, almost 100% of the time those --
 20  those citations are confirmed.  And then at that
 21  point, then we're -- we're in the collection
 22  process.
 23         MS. SPARKS:  Do I have to register a
 24  complaint to get that started?
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  No.  I mean, that --
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 01  you can.  But if it's -- if it's  observable by the
 02  city, we can initiate it oursel -- an officer can
 03  initiate it.
 04    Herb?
 05         MR. BENCH:  Yeah, Mayor.  I'm Herb
 06  Bench, and I'm Colleen's neighbor on Gunpowder
 07  Lane.
 08    And I want to support what she's has to say.  I
 09  was here at the last meeting.  I talked with the
 10  Chief about this before.  It's time for the city to
 11  act in this situation.  We've got an absolute sewer
 12  up there.  It's an eyesore.  It's a bad part of the
 13  community.  It's something the community has to
 14  do.
 15    Residents should not be subject to this sort of
 16  thing in this community.  And, certainly, there's
 17  action that you, the city, always can take.  I
 18  support calling you because of the neighbor next
 19  door, I feel sorry for her, because her house is
 20  beautiful; she maintains the property.  All of us
 21  maintain our property in -- here in Prospect.  We
 22  should not have to, as citizens, suffer from this
 23  sort of thing because somebody doesn't care about
 24  their property and -- and the property
 25  maintenance.
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 01    I know, Chief, you did a good job with cars.
 02  And I -- hopefully, you will continue to keep an eye
 03  on this property and whatever ordinances can be
 04  enforced to prevent this sort of thing happening in
 05  the future.
 06    I just, again, I want to ask that you, all of you
 07  on the committee here on the -- as the council to
 08  help us do something about this piece of property.
 09  It's really a terrible situation, particularly for us
 10  as neighbors there.
 11    Thank you very much.
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other?
 13    Okay, front?
 14         MR. FULCHER:  Frank Fulcher, Wythe
 15  Hill Circle.
 16    I feel like I'm beating a dead horse here,
 17  because you addressed my concerns, which were
 18  brought up last meeting regarding the property on
 19  Wythe Hill Circle.  In dealing with that, I
 20  appreciate the fact that it's been cut.  It's still got
 21  windrows of hay laying -- laying there.
 22    The ordinance, as I understand it, deals
 23  strictly with seven inches of grass.  If your -- the
 24  height of the grass.  Is -- and -- and I -- I feel the
 25  chief and his officers have a difficult time with
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 01  seven inches of grass.  I -- I asked Anne, kind of a
 02  jest with -- was that seven inches total length or if
 03  it's vertical or if it's laying down; how do you --
 04  how do you -- how do you define or issue a citation
 05  for seven inches of grass?
 06    The other problem is -- it may not be grass.
 07  The -- the -- I sympathize with Ms. Sparks and --
 08  and her bench [phonetic].  Where weeds of
 09  tremendous proportion are all over her property,
 10  cracks in the driveway.
 11    You've seen that, Chief, in that property.
 12    But -- so what I'm asking is, you know,
 13  instead of a seven inches of grass ordinance
 14  violation, I'd like the council to consider looking
 15  at a -- developing an ordinance which deals with
 16  property values.
 17    Now we've spent hundreds of thousands of
 18  dollars upgrading the community through parks and
 19  that type of thing.  And on -- part of that, the -- on
 20  the premise that it increases our property values.
 21  So following through with that thought, something
 22  that decreases property values in a neighborhood,
 23  it should be -- it should be addressed equally.  So
 24  it's difficult to enforce seven inches of grass.  I
 25  mean, when it gets to be a foot and a half, it's
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 01  fine.  But if you have a field full of chickweed that
 02  only gross three inches, it's technically not a
 03  violation, but it's --
 04         MR. SPEAKER:  Right.
 05         MR. FULCHER:  -- a terrible lawn and
 06  it's -- and it -- it affects property.
 07    So, I -- I don't know what the proper
 08  mechanism is, but somebody should be able to
 09  develop an ordinance which is enforceable that
 10  allows the -- allows the chief and his people to
 11  say. . .
 12    The weed that Colleen brought in here is not
 13  unusual in this property.  I mean, and dead fall
 14  from trees is not unusual in this specific property.
 15  But the ordinance doesn't address those issues.
 16  Or broken toilets in the front yard or, you know,
 17  those type of things.
 18    So I think -- I think we need to focus on
 19  property value as opposed to seven inches of
 20  grass, and take a look at that ordinance and think
 21  of property -- property value deterioration issue as
 22  opposed to how long is your grass.
 23    So thank you very much.
 24         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Frank.
 25         MR. SPEAKER:  Can I get up?
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 01         MR. SPEAKER:  Do you want to speak on
 02  the same subject?
 03         MS. KLEIER:  Probably not.  I have a
 04  walking trail.
 05         MR. SPEAKER:  Come on up.
 06  [laughter]
 07         MR. SPEAKER:  I'm -- I want to talk
 08  about finances, so. . .
 09         MS. KLEIER:  Okay.  Marilyn Kleier; Star
 10  Point Court.
 11    And I do appreciate everything you-guys do.  I
 12  wouldn't want your job.  But I wonder what the
 13  police department thinks about this walking trail.
 14  This makes their job more difficult.
 15    And, personally, it's a nightmare for the
 16  people on Star Court.  Like, you-guys have been
 17  too nice.  But -- and I'll tell you, Mayor Eberle,
 18  you're wrong about the -- increasing the property
 19  value, because we already have one neighbor
 20  that's fled the court because of the walking trail.
 21  And we've all discussed it, so you're wrong about
 22  property values.
 23    You're wrong about the Herons because I
 24  talked to the biologist that came through.  He said
 25  that there was a restriction that they give -- MSD
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 01  restriction of 400 feet, and they're only at 300
 02  feet, so they're not abiding by the restriction.  And
 03  1500 feet is the restriction they gave them when
 04  the birds are in -- in -- in play.  So, if you abided
 05  by -- I'm -- I'm hoping you'll -- I remember the
 06  term complementary voluntar -- voluntary
 07  compliance.
 08    I'm hoping you will voluntarily comply with the
 09  U.S. Wildlife Service restrictions.  Because it's
 10  not true that you can walk down by -- by the
 11  herons and they don't -- it doesn't bother them.
 12  You can ask my neighbors, you see them all fly out
 13  of the trees and out of the nest when people come
 14  down.  And there's no way -- if they come through
 15  our yards, there's no way to avoid the herons.
 16    And I do appreciate the signs.  But I was
 17  talking about signs in our front yard.  Because we
 18  have people just coming -- one day I was standing
 19  in my backyard working in the garden, and some
 20  kids had gone through, and then the mom comes
 21  through and she's on the cell phone and she's
 22  talking to the kids while I'm just standing there
 23  looking at her.
 24    And then she gets off the phone and she said,
 25  "Well, we always come through this way.  This is
�0062
 01  our easement."
 02    And I said, "Well, this is my backyard."  And
 03  that's how people, they just ignore you.  They just
 04  walk on through.
 05    And I know they walk right by Morty's pool.
 06  So the more people that have -- you know, it's a
 07  nightmare.  It's just -- I feel like this was done for
 08  the public and not for Hunting Creek.  Because we
 09  know where the paths are; we've always used
 10  them.  They've been there forever.  And we have
 11  access to them.  But now you're  inviting the whole
 12  world in.  And that's a nightmare.
 13    Thank you.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  M-hm.  Thank you.
 15    Well, we're certainly not inviting the world
 16  through your front yard.  And a trespass is a
 17  trespass.  We -- and you could put up your own
 18  signs and we can put up signs on -- on our
 19  property and try to block that.  But we'll -- we'll
 20  ke -- we'll -- we'll -- we'll try to monitor that.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  I think if --
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- as much as we can.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  -- if it isn't
 24  addressed, then word of mouth makes more people
 25  come and it can be a problem.
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 01         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  I had similar
 03  problem with people walking through my hard, so
 04  you have my sympathy.  But it -- it can be a big
 05  issue if it isn't addressed --
 06         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  -- somehow.
 08  We've got to come up with something.
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 10    Yes?
 11         MR. HANCOCK:  This -- I think I'm the
 12  last one on the trail, I think, so. . .  Mayor, we
 13  met --
 14         THE REPORTER:  Your name --
 15         MR. HANCOCK:  -- about --
 16         THE REPORTER:  -- please?
 17         MR. HANCOCK:  -- a year and a half ago.
 18  I don't --
 19         THE REPORTER:  Your name, please,
 20  sir?  Your name?
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  Name?
 22         MR. HANCOCK:  Oh.
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Name and address?
 24         MR. HANCOCK:  Joe -- no, Bob Hancock.
 25    I met you about a year and a half ago, when
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 01  you --
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 03         MR. HANCOCK:  -- discovered them --
 04  MSD over there --
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  You're the fisherman.
 06         MR. HANCOCK:  Well, I've got -- I'm --
 07  I'm the trailblazer.  Not everybody is a kid going
 08  down there.  I'm one of them.  I might be the only
 09  odd one, but. . .
 10    Can I just ask you-all a question?  I'm
 11  betweener [phonetic] on this trail; okay?  I realize
 12  it's not my backyard, but it really is to a degree.  I
 13  want you-all to treat this like it's your own house.
 14  And how many of you-all are backed up against the
 15  trail?  Could I show --
 16         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I'm backed
 17  up against --
 18         MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- Putney
 20  Pond Trail.
 21         MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  Okay.  So -- so
 22  you know when something like this happens
 23  quickly, and this thing didn't come quickly to me.
 24  I ran into you, we were talking about that on the
 25  MSD.  I walked with the guys from MSD afterwards.
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 01  I got to know Stuart.  And Stuart was coming one
 02  time from the other side.  The -- my dog and I, we
 03  blazed this thing from about halfway on the top
 04  trail down to the ripples; okay?  And so we did that
 05  ourselves with a si -- with a sickle.  We loved to
 06  do it down there.
 07    Things have changed right now.  And I'm a
 08  realist; okay?  It's your property; the public
 09  deserves to use it.  Making that trail is very easy.
 10  Maintaining that trail the proper way is not.
 11    The police is going to be involved because of
 12  people are coming over and so forth.  We -- we
 13  have people coming over us with -- regularly
 14  through our area.  We've lost one -- one little bitty
 15  chair; okay?  This is going to take -- continue
 16  going on as things go on.
 17    The gentleman at the end of the -- the
 18  street -- I'm -- I'm from Star Par -- Star Point
 19  Court.  The gentleman at the end of the street, the
 20  reason that people are going through his backyard
 21  is there's only one good access, if you fish, and
 22  it's down by the ripples.  Anywhere else, it's 5 to
 23  10 feet high, which it's just too high to fish there.
 24  And really it -- it has a quick drop off.  So you just
 25  going to -- you can't go in in your waders.
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 01    So ev -- I think his numbers are going to go
 02  up when word gets out, "Hey, the way -- only place
 03  you can fish is at the end of this cul-de-sac,"
 04  okay.
 05    So I think that the concept is good.  But really
 06  and truly, putting this thing to bed and making it
 07  work is going to be more difficult than you
 08  gentleman and ladies think it will.  And I think
 09  we're going to have -- I really hope you're
 10  receptive to the people from Star Point when they
 11  have complaints and so forth, and I hope you
 12  really don't brush us off, and -- and the -- you're
 13  really trying to work with us to make this thing
 14  happen.
 15    I'm a ki -- I was a kid 40 or 50 years ago.
 16  And if I see a trail and it says stay on it, does that
 17  register with me?  Well, Bob Hancock, it didn't
 18  very much; okay?  I went through hell and back
 19  [phonetic].
 20    We're going to bring a lot of people down
 21  there.  There were four or five high school kids
 22  were coming down the other day that I was
 23  walking, and none of them had their shoes and
 24  none of them were on the path.  They were just
 25  meangering [sic] around.
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 01    You're going to have calls about fires down
 02  there.  You're going to have some fires, some fire
 03  places are going to start.  You're going to have
 04  beer bo -- beer parties and things like that
 05  because this is human nature.  This is the
 06  downside of this; okay?  So, again, you can't leave
 07  this up there hanging when we ask for help, thi --
 08  this is what I'm trying to say.
 09    So people there in our court are great people.
 10  They're -- they're trying to understand what's
 11  happened to their -- to their land down there.  It's
 12  not theirs, but still, it's been a part of their life
 13  for a long time.
 14    We have gone through those trails where the
 15  deer was for years.  My dog and I have been doing
 16  it four and a half years.  And we love it.  We really
 17  do.  To put a leash on him right now, it's hard to
 18  take Barney, ladies and gentlemen.  It really is.
 19  The beautiful thing being down there, there's
 20  nobody down there; we're not going to irritate
 21  anybody.
 22    Nowadays, it's like we're on I-75.  Every time
 23  I've walk down, there have been four or five
 24  people down there.  And you -- you -- you --
 25  you-all go on and -- and pat yourself on the back,
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 01  because it is a beautiful area down there.  But
 02  there's a downside on it.  There really is.
 03    90% of the people are going to be dynamite
 04  people coming through there and some of them
 05  won't.  So, I hope whenever you walk this trail,
 06  you bring a bag, you'll pick up trash, and ta --
 07  coming up.
 08    I had a nice conversation with that Linda --
 09  glad to meet you -- and I talked to her today about
 10  a few of these things, too.  So I guess that's all
 11  I've got to say.
 12    The -- the people coming through the
 13  backyards will be a pain, and it's going to get
 14  worse, I think, as people find out how much fun it
 15  is down there.
 16    And the gentleman at the end, I really hope
 17  you-all can help and the lady.  They -- they -- it's
 18  an easy way up from that ripples.  And they're
 19  going to have most of the action over there.  They
 20  really are.
 21    And we've also got -- I've got MD -- MSD on
 22  both sides at our house.  We've got a runoff,
 23  where it comes in through our -- our -- I'm
 24  becoming real friendly with the MSD folks.  And
 25  they run the tru -- the water from the streets on
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 01  one side.  The other side we've got a junior pump
 02  station.  So I hope that people don't start coming
 03  up that pump station.
 04    And I really wish you-all could tell us the best
 05  way for us to handle this.  I don't want to -- I don't
 06  want to hire an attorney to go and -- and, you
 07  know, call trespassing signs or something like
 08  that.  We're going to need some help on that,
 09  because we don't want that to be a part of our life,
 10  trying to do that.
 11    I was with a guy at the Garvin Brown place,
 12  we were walking the other day.  This guy was
 13  talking about the area down there that he walks
 14  there.  And he described my backyard.  He's been
 15  a hanging around my backyard checking this place
 16  out.  Doesn't make you feel real good, you know.
 17  And -- and I'm just ornery enough that, you know,
 18  that I don't appreciate that.
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Mr.
 20  Hancock --
 21         MR. HANCOCK:  You --
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  -- what's
 23  your observations been since you've been down
 24  there so often over the last number of years?
 25  Have you found a lot of folks with dogs running
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 01  loose or are most of them are leashes?
 02         MR. HANCOCK:  No.  Now what's
 03  happening, since this -- this has opened up,
 04  almost everybody had their -- had their -- their
 05  leg -- their ha -- their dogs on leashes --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Okay.
 07         MR. HANCOCK:  -- you know.  Now some
 08  people are taking three or four at a time, which is
 09  hard, you know, to get down there.  But if you-all
 10  could really set the tone with the rules and
 11  regulations, and I don't know how you-guys are
 12  going to be able to help us, but if you're deep in
 13  there, you-guys are going to have to concoct some
 14  way to get down there and help.
 15    If there's -- and if we here a beer ba -- blash
 16  or -- bash or something like that, it's supposed to
 17  be shut down at night, and tell the people that,
 18  you know.  There's always going to be some people
 19  that are going to break those rules, you know.
 20    And I'll help you, if we see anything like that,
 21  to try and do that.  Because it's my inclination is
 22  to go down by myself, you know, but I'll let
 23  you-guys go, so -- so. . .
 24         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  You might have to
 25  go down with me to -- to lead me back out.
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 01         MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Well --
 03         MR. HANCOCK:  I'll -- I'll --
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- he's got
 05  the dog.  That will help.  And --
 06         MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.  I'll -- I'll send
 07  the dog.  There's not much of him, but he thinks
 08  he's huge.  He's a dachshund, so. . .
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, we do need to, I
 10  think, be mindful of -- as -- as the trail becomes
 11  used more, there -- it raises a lot of issues, as you
 12  say.
 13         MR. HANCOCK:  Right.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  It's certainly not the
 15  intent of the council -- I think I can speak for the
 16  council, or any of the residents to -- to impose
 17  on -- on the nearby -- the -- the property owners
 18  that are -- that -- that their backyards open up to
 19  this.  So we -- we will -- I -- I'm -- I'm sure we'll
 20  continue to discuss it.
 21    And I see Lieutenant Shaw --
 22         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  One thing I might
 23  add, when you're -- if you're living there on Star
 24  Light [sic] Court, and you see these cars come up
 25  and then get out and go, obviously, we're not
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 01  asking you to approach them.
 02         MR. HANCOCK:  M-hm.
 03         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  And, you know, if
 04  we're tied up on an accident or we're tied up on
 05  another run and we can't get there, write a tag
 06  number down for us.  If you see these --
 07         MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.
 08         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- cars coming in
 09  there, write them down.  We will identify who they
 10  are, and I will go see -- you know, probably they
 11  live here --
 12         MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.
 13         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- somewhere.
 14         MR. HANCOCK:  Oh, yeah.
 15         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  And I'll go talk with
 16  them --
 17         MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.
 18         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- and then just let
 19  them know they need to go to the trail head and
 20  that's the proper way of entry.
 21         MR. HANCOCK:  Right.
 22         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  But just don't
 23  approach them yourself.
 24         MR. HANCOCK:  All right.  Well --
 25         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Because,
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 01  unfortunately, you never know what --
 02         MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.  Okay.
 03  [laughter]
 04         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Yeah.
 05         MR. HANCOCK:  You don't know me real
 06  well, you know.  Some -- some of us are not --
 07         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  Be careful doing
 08  that, that's all I say.
 09         MR. HANCOCK:  Well, but I -- I -- I do
 10  yield to you because you're armed and I'm not.
 11  So, you know, we'll --
 12         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  The mayor --
 13         MR. HANCOCK:  -- we'll keep it like that.
 14         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- has not given me
 15  bullets yet, but I'm --
 16         MR. HANCOCK:  He has not.
 17         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  -- working my way
 18  up to that.
 19  [laughter]
 20         MR. HANCOCK:  Well, the name of my
 21  dog --
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Excellent.
 23         MR. HANCOCK:  -- happens to be
 24  "Barney," so --
 25         LIEUTENANT SHAW:  I've got back up
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 01  then.
 02         MR. HANCOCK:  Well, I have one other
 03  question.  On -- and this is a -- a real quick
 04  question.  On the -- the construction road that --
 05  that's going to go in and we're going to take in the
 06  heavy equipment to -- to -- to lay that pipe and so
 07  forth, where's that going to be; is that going to be
 08  down from the pump station all along --
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  It's --
 10         MR. HANCOCK:  -- the creek on that
 11  portion?
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- it's my
 13  understanding they're going to use the road that is
 14  there now, the private road that goes down to the
 15  pump station.
 16         MR. HANCOCK:  Okay.
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  But now, as -- as -- I
 18  think it would be good to have Mr. Emily here at
 19  the July meeting.
 20         MR. HANCOCK:  Yeah.  And meet then.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  And -- and -- and
 22  maybe continuing on if there -- if -- if --
 23         MR. HANCOCK:  Right.
 24         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- because as they
 25  move through the pros -- the project, which they
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 01  have a right to do, and we can't stop them.
 02         MR. HANCOCK:  Right.
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  But -- but they -- they
 04  have listened to us about cautionary matters
 05  that -- that we -- we can -- we can work with them
 06  on and -- and certainly they're -- they're willing
 07  to -- to come and listen.  Mr. Emily's been here
 08  before, at least once, that one meeting.
 09         MR. HANCOCK:  Well, unfortunately --
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  So. . .
 11         MR. HANCOCK:  -- he might know me
 12  back from one of your second meetings now.
 13  The July meeting --
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 15         MR. HANCOCK:  -- talked to MSD guy,
 16  so. . .
 17    Appreciate the time.  I really do, so. . .
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Appreciate
 19  your comments.
 20         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.
 21  [applause]
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other comments?
 23         MR. DAVIS:  Yeah.
 24         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.
 25         MR. DAVIS:  My name is Jack Davis, and
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 01  we live at 8301 Star Point Court.  It's on the
 02  corner of Montero Drive and Star Point Court.
 03  Montero Drive ends at our driveway.  Our backyard
 04  and the backyard of the home behind us, I think it
 05  faces Harrod's Way, the estate section, is a -- like
 06  a park of it's own.
 07    The fishing issue -- we've lived in this home
 08  since it was built, for 34 years, and it was -- I
 09  don't know if we were the first -- or one of the
 10  first, certainly, homes that were built on Star Point
 11  Court.
 12    And addressing fishing, we've had fishermen,
 13  mostly youngsters, teenagers, some parents
 14  bringing their children through to the creek.  The
 15  creek at our end is deeper, steeper down.  There
 16  is a trail, one trail, down that they can get down
 17  there.  But there's not a -- never been a lot of
 18  traffic.  And there's not a lot of traffic today.  We
 19  really don't have a problem with the people who go
 20  down there.  There's never been an accident.
 21    There is an easement in our -- between my
 22  house and my property and the house in the estate
 23  section and their property.  And I'm very
 24  concerned that the municipal sewer district will
 25  want to move equipment through there.  I don't
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 01  know where they're moving their equipment
 02  through.  And I'm very interested in coming back
 03  and verifying what their plans are.  Because I'll
 04  tell you, with me personally, and with many people
 05  in this community, the Municipal Sewer District
 06  does not have a lot of credibility.  They haven't
 07  had for years, and they certainly don't today.  And
 08  I would like to get something definitive as to what
 09  their intentions are and that they will live up to
 10  them, more importantly.
 11    Thank you.  That's all I have.
 12         MR. KEHLBECK:  Joe Kehlbeck, 7812
 13  Cedar Ridge Court, Prospect.
 14    I'm here tonight to talk about a mundane
 15  subject called "finances," and especially the city
 16  proj -- budget.  I am very disappointed that the
 17  way the cycle runs, it ran last year, and it sounds
 18  like it's going this year, is that very little input
 19  comes from the residents.
 20    We have very little chance to look at anything,
 21  to make suggestions.  And you -- we have the
 22  system set up so that the mayor prepares the
 23  budget, and there are four people, I call them the
 24  "Gang of Four," that approve it.  And we went
 25  through this last year with suggestions and nothing
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 01  was suggest -- accepted, and we just sign it and
 02  that's it.
 03    And we're going through that same process
 04  this year.  And I've been looking at what we did
 05  last year with this insurance tax, of the 50%
 06  increase.  And, you know, that generated
 07  $453,000.  That's a lot of money.
 08    And if you recall, the reason we had the
 09  insurance tax proposal was to cover the loss or the
 10  reallocation of the insurance tax.  Where we
 11  usually have 820,000, we were saying we were
 12  going to get 650,000, so therefore, we needed this
 13  tax increase.  The re -- actual results came in at
 14  696, so we're $124,000 short.  But the tax itself,
 15  that you four people approved, generated this
 16  five -- $453,000.  Now this money is now available
 17  to the mayor every year.
 18    And I've gone through -- and I'd like to show
 19  you just how we're spending this money.  We're
 20  not saving anything.  We're spending it.  And here
 21  I have a list.  If you'd hand out.  So --
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Anybody
 23  want a copy?
 24         MR. KEHLBECK:  It's -- it's -- it's a lot
 25  of numbers, and I appreciate your trying to follow
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 01  through on the numbers.  But basically what it said
 02  is that we've got an environment where we ought
 03  to be really watching every nickel if we -- if we
 04  can, putting this money in reserve.  And rather
 05  than that, we are spending it.
 06    We actually, this year, if you look at the last
 07  budget that we had, that was the one that was final
 08  audit, and you look at that and you compare it,
 09  that's what I have here, with what the mayor is
 10  asking for this year, the actual increase in funds,
 11  because of that insurance tax, this 13.3%, so we
 12  got a 13.3% increase in funds.
 13    At the same time, if you go down the cost of
 14  general government, the benefits and the wages
 15  and what have you, in that group of salary and
 16  benefits in the mayor's group is 6.8% increase
 17  that's available and being used to support
 18  programs.
 19    On the police department, the salary and
 20  benefits is up 8.4%.
 21    So we're spending a lot of money.  It may not
 22  be on the salary, but we're spending it on all of
 23  the benefits and life insurance and the health
 24  insurance and all the other things.
 25    When we get all through what the mayor is
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 01  proposing, he's taking, in essence, $358,000
 02  that's a surplus.  And where is it going?  100,000
 03  is going toward supporting the mayor's office and
 04  the police department, there's 150,000 that's
 05  going toward paving, and there's 80,000 to a
 06  sidewalk of some kind that's being proposed.
 07    So when you get all through with it, what
 08  we're -- all we're doing out of that three hundred
 09  and fifty-three thou -- eight -- fifty-three thousand
 10  is putting aside, and the mayor has identified it,
 11  as, what is it, six -- sixty-nine thousand --
 12  $68,957.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  That's 69,000; right.
 14         MR. KEHLBECK:  And there's no chance
 15  of us -- I -- I feel like I can get up here and talk
 16  and talk, like some of the other people, but it
 17  doesn't mean a dam.  Because what you've done is
 18  establish the budget.  You've put it out here.
 19  You -- you don't compare it with what I'm doing
 20  here previously.
 21    So we don't know whether that's good, bad, or
 22  indifferent.  You don't -- don't know that you raise
 23  that kind of money in the insurance tax.  And here
 24  you're asking this to be approved today and be
 25  factual and it's sealed, signed, and delivered.
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 01    So all I'm saying is, you know, I appreciate
 02  your -- all the time and effort that goes on by the
 03  council.  I feel very supportive of the council.  I
 04  support the -- the Woodlands and everything else
 05  about it.  But when it comes to finances, I think
 06  you're liberal in your way of spending money
 07  rather than conserving it.
 08    And, yes, we do have -- you know, the police
 09  have -- you've got a salary increase here of
 10  2-1/2%; last year it was at 1-1/2%.  The state
 11  police are not getting a salary increase this year.
 12  State employees are not getting a salary increase.
 13    The wages -- So -- Social Security is not
 14  getting anything this year.  And still, we continue
 15  to put the money out to take care of all the
 16  different things going on in our city rather than
 17  looking at this as an opportunity, because of the
 18  excessive amount that was generated by the
 19  insurance tax, of putting it into the kitty.
 20  Remember, we had the 2 million and it dropped
 21  down to 1.4 million.  And that's high.  I don't -- I
 22  don't deny that.
 23    But we ought to be looking at doing things
 24  from a strategic standpoint of planning what we're
 25  going to do with this kind of money rather than just
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 01  pumping it in on different things this year.  You
 02  know, we've got the parks; we've got the -- a lot of
 03  activities that we can put this money into in a nice
 04  package and provide it to the City [phonetic]
 05  Council.  I'm sure Stuart has things with the
 06  Woodlands that would be neat.
 07    But what we're doing is just increasing a lot
 08  of these accounts.  And now we stand here looking
 09  at this bonanza from the insurance tax, and we're
 10  wa -- spending it on little things throughout the
 11  city.
 12    That's all I have.
 13    I would like to have more time, you know,
 14  that -- I mean, for us to look at this and look at
 15  the details.  You really don't give us a chance to
 16  look at what happened before.  And I've tried to
 17  put this together in an Excel spreadsheet so
 18  everyone could see how many dollars have -- have
 19  changed and where the money is going, and
 20  especially in the police department and the -- the
 21  day-to-day operations of the city.
 22    The health insurance, it's just -- and pension
 23  plans are just going bananas.  And then you hear
 24  that there's not enough money there.  So the day
 25  is going to come that we're really going to have
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 01  [phonetic] some problems.
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Joe.  I -- I
 03  mean, I do have a -- a -- a legal obligation to
 04  submit a budget.  We -- we -- we study what the --
 05  the past has been through the audits, through six
 06  years.  You've seen that document.  I take the best
 07  guess I can.
 08    There are many things that we do not control,
 09  like pensions, gasoline costs, those types of
 10  things.  But we -- we -- we take our best guess and
 11  we -- you know, I -- I -- I have to -- under -- under
 12  the state law I have to submit a budget.  And we
 13  will be considering that on a Second Reading
 14  tonight, so. . .
 15    Yes?
 16         MS. RIGGS:  My name is Elsa Riggs; I
 17  reside at 6521 Harrod's View Circle in Prospect.
 18    I actually concur with Joe Kehlbeck.  My
 19  concern is the proposed budget for the 2012/2013
 20  years -- year.  If you recall previous public
 21  meetings, the citizens asked the council to come
 22  up with a budget that extends for more than one
 23  year fell on completely deaf ears.  You haven't
 24  even tried.
 25    I want to know who decides to give whom a
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 01  2-1/2% raise; is it a raise across the board?
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, it is.
 03         MS. RIGGS:  How --
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  And it's -- and --
 05         MS. RIGGS:  Wait a minute.  I'm not
 06  done, Mayor.
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  I was just
 08  trying to --
 09         MS. RIGGS:  No.  Don't --
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- catch up --
 11         MS. RIGGS:  Don't --
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- on the -- on the
 13  answers --
 14         MS. RIGGS:  Don't --
 15         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- to the questions.
 16         MS. RIGGS:  Finish my statement,
 17  please.  I want to know who decides to give an
 18  employee a two -- 2-1/2% raise; if it is a raise
 19  across the board, how long does an employee have
 20  to work for the city to get this increase?  How long
 21  does he have to be here?  You should know.  Do
 22  you?
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Go ahead.
 24         MS. RIGGS:  I'm asking you.
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  How long --
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 01         MS. RIGGS:  How long --
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- do they --
 03         MS. RIGGS:  -- does an --
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- have to --
 05         MS. RIGGS:  -- employee --
 06         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- be here?
 07         MS. RIGGS:  -- have to be here before he
 08  get an increase in salary?
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  They have to have
 10  been here a year.
 11         MS. RIGGS:  A year?
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.
 13         MS. RIGGS:  The next thing is the health
 14  insurance.  Is it employee participating?
 15         MAYOR EBERLE:  Pardon?
 16         MS. RIGGS:  Is it employee --
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes, it --
 18         MS. RIGGS:  -- participating?
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.  Well, depends on
 20  the type of coverage.
 21         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Right.
 22         MS. RIGGS:  What do you mean what type
 23  of coverage?
 24         MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, dependent
 25  coverage is -- is --
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 01         MS. RIGGS:  You provide single coverage
 02  free to each employee?
 03         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.
 05         MS. RIGGS: Why do not -- they don't
 06  have to pay a -- a certain percentage of it?
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  No, not for the
 08  employee.
 09         MS. RIGGS:  You might consider that.
 10  We all have to cut a little bit.
 11    Do you get bids on medical insurance?
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.
 13         MS. RIGGS:  Every year?
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.
 15         MS. RIGGS:  Prior to renewal?
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  [no audible response]
 17         MS. RIGGS:  The pension plan.  How long
 18  does an employee have to be here before he can
 19  participate in a pension plan?
 20         MAYOR EBERLE:  Pensions.
 21         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  The
 22  first -- after the first 30 days they work here, they
 23  become part of the pension plan.  Our pension plan
 24  is part of the state.  And that is the rule by which
 25  we work.  We don't have a choice.  You work here,
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 01  you are allowed to have the --
 02         MS. RIGGS:  Okay.  Is it employee
 03  participating?
 04         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes.
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yes.
 06         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Yes, it
 07  is.
 08         MS. RIGGS:  How much of it do you
 09  match?
 10         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  Well, the
 11  employee always pays 8%.  But the office workers,
 12  the administrative people, the city matches it by
 13  19.7%, and the police they match at 37.6%.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  This year.
 15         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  This
 16  year.  That --
 17         MS. RIGGS:  I might --
 18         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  --
 19  changes.
 20         MS. RIGGS:  -- come to work for you-all.
 21         MR. SPEAKER:  Good point.
 22         MS. RIGGS:  I have just picked out a few
 23  items which concern me on this budget.  It would
 24  take too long to go over it line by line.
 25    I run a company with approximately the same
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 01  amount of money you-all deal with.  I had to go
 02  ahead and make a budget for several years ahead,
 03  not just one year.  I couldn't just go ahead and
 04  sell my merchandise for more if I ran out of any
 05  money.  You-all can just raise taxes.  I was
 06  required to ba -- to balance my budget.  You-all
 07  dip in a rainy day fund when you're short.  Grossly
 08  unfair.
 09    I think you should be able to balance your
 10  budget.  You put something in your reserve.  You
 11  got all that extra money.
 12    I think there are several ways citizens can get
 13  information about what you do with your money.
 14  We can file a legal motion; we can have a citizen
 15  oversight committee.
 16    There's a certain dissension among Council
 17  members here.  You single some people out and
 18  don't let them in on any -- any little squirrel
 19  meetings.  I think this is grossly unfair.  You need
 20  to rotate.  I don't think three or four people should
 21  decide what's going to be in the budget.
 22    And you really, really do not listen to the
 23  people that give you the money.
 24    Now, on a positive note, I have to go ahead
 25  and say Stuart Miles had a very nice article in the
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 01  paper.  I think the trails are wonderful thing.  I
 02  think there are a few issues that need to be
 03  addressed, and I'm sure the council members will
 04  address them.
 05    But I think you better think twice before you
 06  go ahead and push the budget through.  I hate to
 07  think I'm looking at another Washington, DC.
 08    Thank you for your time.
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Elsa.
 10    Any other --
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  May I say
 12  something, please?
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Sure.
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  I don't think
 15  that we can make a direct comparison between
 16  government which deal -- has its own charters and
 17  rules from the state and from the federal
 18  government that dictate what we can and can't do.
 19  For instance, what we can invest in and what we
 20  can't invest in.
 21    There are a lot of areas where you can't make
 22  a direct comparison between running a business
 23  and running a very small government or a very big
 24  one.  They're not quite analogous.
 25    In terms of who makes the budget, by law,
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 01  that is the job of the chief administrative officer.
 02  He doesn't have to ask anyone.  He can ask -- he
 03  can talk to his dog if he wants do and work it out
 04  that way.  He can --
 05         MS. RIGGS:  I hope --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- talk to
 07  his --
 08         MS. RIGGS:  -- not.
 09         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  -- he can
 10  talk to his pastor.  He can call on any CPAs he
 11  wants to.  He can consult with his grandkid.  She's
 12  2, but she's smart.  Anybody else that he consults
 13  is at his -- you know the people he wants to
 14  consult.  The Council does not automatically give
 15  him advice.  The Council is not automatically
 16  included in that process.
 17    When Lonnie Falk was mayor, I think mainly it
 18  was Lonnie Falk and his dog, who wasn't that
 19  smart but she was nice.  And the budget that
 20  Lonnie presented was a pretty skimpy document.
 21    The document that Mayor Kehlbeck presented
 22  when he, very nobly filled in in the interim
 23  between Lonnie's death and the next election, was
 24  a pretty skimpy affair.
 25         MR. KEHLBECK:  Excuse me.  I did not
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 01  submit a budget.  I never did.  Todd did.
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  No, Joe, you --
 03         MR. KEHLBECK:  No.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah, that budget,
 05  you -- you signed it.
 06         MR. KEHLBECK:  Huh?
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  There -- it -- it just
 08  had -- it had -- it had general, police --
 09         MR. KEHLBECK:  Okay.
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and -- and public --
 11         MR. KEHLBECK:  It was --
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- works.
 13         MR. KEHLBECK:  -- Lonnie's budget.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  There were -- there
 15  were three figures in there.
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  And --
 17         MR. KEHLBECK:  Well --
 18         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and, yeah.  I -- I --
 19  yeah.  No.  That was when I was on Council.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  And -- and
 21  ju -- just a couple of other points that I'd like to
 22  make before we go on to any other citizens
 23  comments.  The budget that we're voting on
 24  tonight has been available in its entirety for four
 25  weeks.  I suppose Todd could've given everybody a
�0092
 01  budget in November, and then we would've more
 02  time to look at it, but he wouldn't have had
 03  numbers that would help him make a meaningful
 04  budget.  There would've been a lot of revisions
 05  between Thanksgiving and Flag Day.
 06    I think a month, with this much detail, that
 07  was available at City Hall for anybody who wanted
 08  it, is an amazing amount of detail for a small city
 09  to come up with.  And it has a historical record.
 10  And it's true, partly, Todd or any other mayor,
 11  bases his budget on what it cost last year.  That's
 12  how you figure out what you're electric bill is
 13  going to be.  What did it cost me last summer to
 14  cool my house?
 15    So some of that, of course, is based
 16  historically.  And some of it because we have been
 17  running on such skimpy rations for so long.  This
 18  is kind of a catchup budget.  We were underfunded
 19  for a number of years.  Now, because of the
 20  insurance tax, we can do some of the things that
 21  we should've been doing all along that we weren't
 22  able to do.  That's how we get to this budget.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  And during
 24  those years that we were running on a skimpy
 25  budget or were underbudgeted, we did not raise
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 01  property taxes, which would've hurt much more
 02  deeply than the insurance tax.
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  And we've
 04  got nothing but A-plus ratings from our
 05  accountants that do our -- our taxes --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  We sure do.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- and our --
 08  I think every year, we've got an A-plus rating.
 09  We've never had a problem with our rating, ever.
 10  Would you -- when the accountants come in, you
 11  can ask them all those questions.  We've got an
 12  A-plus rating.
 13    We've got enough money in the reserves to
 14  cover it.  Most cities don't have as much money we
 15  have in reserves.
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  But we -- and we drew
 17  on reserves for three years.
 18         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Right.
 19         MS. SPEAKER:  M-hm.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Well, in
 21  reference to the background detail packet that
 22  Sandy mentioned, I'm on Council, and I wanted it
 23  at last month's meeting and I didn't get it.  I got it
 24  a week later.  So I've had the detail for three
 25  weeks.
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 01         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other --
 02         MS. RIGGS:  I didn't --
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- citizen --
 04         MS. RIGGS:  -- I didn't --
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- comments?
 06         MS. RIGGS:  -- know it was available --
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any --
 08         MS. RIGGS:  -- because nobody told me.
 09  Otherwise, I would have studied it.
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  All right.
 11         MS. RIGGS:  And I don't know why it's
 12  such a big secret.  I mean --
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, it --
 14         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  It was
 15  mentioned last month.
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  We -- we do --
 17  we do publish the current and the -- and -- and
 18  the -- the -- the checkbook is out at the front, has
 19  been for several years.
 20         MS. RIGGS:  Mr. Mayor, I'm not
 21  interested in the checkbook.  I'm interested in the
 22  budget for 2012 --
 23         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.
 24         MS. RIGGS:  -- 2013.  And I did not know
 25  what Council Member Scott just said was available
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 01  for me to look at it because nobody mentioned that
 02  at  the last meeting.  You had Holly give me a very
 03  simple little two- or three-piece --
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  That was the line
 05  items?
 06         MS. RIGGS:  Yeah, a line item.  And that
 07  means -- a line item means nothing to me.  So, you
 08  know, I mean, and I worked from -- from the line
 09  item.  I did not work from what Councilman Scott
 10  had.
 11         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Thank you.
 12    Any other comments from citizens?
 13         MR. SIMPSON:  I'm John Simpson; I live
 14  at 8501 Harrods Bridge Way.
 15    When my wife and I are not in Prospect, we
 16  spend our time on South Padre Island, which is the
 17  very southern tip of Texas.  About 30 minutes from
 18  where we live there's a community called
 19  Matamoros.  The government of Matamoros is not
 20  accountable to anybody.  No one has any idea of
 21  how the money is used, although many people
 22  suspect that most of the taxes that are paid end up
 23  in the private pockets of city administrators.  The
 24  streets are in terrible shape, many of them are
 25  unpaved.
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 01    I -- I think many of us take for granted the
 02  kind of government we have here.  And I wish I
 03  could invite you-all down to South Padre Island,
 04  where I live, to see how bad government can be.
 05    The government of Prospect may not be
 06  perfect.  But as someone who has another basis
 07  for comparison, I'm quite content to see pay raises
 08  in the range of 2% being given to city employees.
 09    Thank you.
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, John.
 11  [applause]
 12         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other citizen
 13  comment?
 14         MS. KLEIER:  One more thing.  I
 15  neglect -- glected to men -- mention one thing the
 16  biologist mentioned to me.  He said that because
 17  of the -- all of the birds, that there would be a
 18  health concern with anybody rowing under or
 19  walking under those trees.  And now there's five
 20  trees involved.  So, just for your information.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.  Thank you,
 22  ma'am.
 23    Other citizen comment?
 24         AUDIENCE:  [no response]
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  The next item is New
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 01  Business.  We have the Second Reading of
 02  Prospect Ordinance Number 518.  And we -- and
 03  we need to -- we need that ordinance without the
 04  whereases -- I don't know that there are any
 05  whereases on that -- and -- and consider that.
 06  That is, again, the operating of budget for the
 07  General Fund of the City of Prospect for the next
 08  fiscal year.
 09    I'll entertain a Second Reading.
 10         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  So moved.
 11         MAYOR EBERLE:  And --
 12         MS. SPEAKER:  And you did that --
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- and you get to read
 14  it.
 15         MS. SPEAKER:  -- you get to read it.
 16         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.
 17    [reads] City of Prospect, Ordinance Number
 18  518, Series 2012, An Ordinance Establishing a
 19  Budget for the General Fund of the City of
 20  Prospect for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1,
 21  2012 and Ending June 30th, 2013.
 22    Be it ordained by the City of Prospect,
 23  Kentucky:
 24    Section 1:  The Budget for the General Fund
 25  of the City of Prospect for the Fiscal Year
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 01  beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013
 02  shall be as follows:
 03    Do you want me to read all that?
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Just -- if you
 05  can.
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.
 07    [reads] Revenues.  Ad Valorem Tax Property,
 08  one -- $1,705,000; Utility Tax, forty -- $4,000;
 09  Insurance Premium Tax, $1,150,000; Liquor
 10  Licenses, 11,000; Permits, 6,000; Cable Television
 11  Franchise Fee, 35,500; Bank Deposit Tax, 53,500;
 12  Business License Tax, $8,500; Community Events,
 13  $11,000; Library Contributions, $2,600; LGEA
 14  Grants, 350; LE -- L -- KLEFPF Grant, 37,000;
 15  Base Court Revenue, 17,000; Income In -- In --
 16  In -- In -- Interest Income, 2,500; Tax Record
 17  Requests, 1,600; Miscellaneous Revenues, 8,700;
 18  City Property Use Permits, four hundred and fifty
 19  thousand -- I mean, four million -- $450 --
 20         MAYOR EBERLE:  Okay.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  [reads] --
 22  Total Revenues, 3,054,700 -- 3,054,700.
 23    Expenditures.  General Government.  Salaries
 24  and Benefits, three thousand -- or, excuse me,
 25  354,027; Professional Fees, 127,000; Maintenance
�0099
 01  and Repairs, 47,900; Travel and Training, 3,900;
 02  Utilities, 131,660; Postage, 7950; Rental and
 03  Leasing, 2,762; Insurance, 12,550; Materials and
 04  Supplies, 6,650; Information, 54,229; Capital
 05  Outlay, 2,000; Total General Government, 750,528.
 06    Police Department.  813,018; Professional
 07  Services, 2800; Travel, Training, Reim --
 08  Reimburse, 12,525; Insurance, 19,000; Materials
 09  and Supplies, 66,750; Capital Outlay, 42,000;
 10  Capital -- Total Police Department, nine --
 11  956,093.
 12    Public Works.  686,532; Streets and Signage,
 13  161,500; Professional Services, 500; Contractual
 14  Maintenance, 372,790; MSD Assessment, 57,800;
 15  Total Public Works, 1,279,122.
 16    Transfers.  Transfers to Unallocated
 17  Reserves, 68,957; Total Transfers, 68,957.
 18    Total Expenditures, 3,054,700.
 19    This Ordinance shall be effective from the --
 20  from and after its passage, approval and
 21  publication required by law.
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  And I would entertain
 23  a second.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Second.
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  Tucci.
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 01    Discussion?
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  There's a
 03  couple of things I'd like to point out or talk about.
 04    First of all, thank you folks for coming to a
 05  meeting like this and listening to all the details
 06  that we kind of work through on a monthly basis as
 07  we move through the year.
 08    I've been here three and a half years
 09  representing the Prospect residents and trying to
 10  be their representative on Council, just like all my
 11  fellow council people, they're trying to make the
 12  right decisions for the city.
 13    One thing that -- when we to digest this
 14  budget information, and I'm not a CPA, but I -- I
 15  try to do my best and work through the numbers
 16  and look everything over, one thing that's -- has
 17  kind of surprised me, and I'd really never seen it
 18  in black and white until I got the salary printout
 19  from the administration, and this was a few weeks
 20  ago.
 21    We have a situation here in this city where --
 22  Sandy mentioned that the mayor is the person,
 23  he's the leader, he's the one that could pre --
 24  prepare that budget by himself, with help or
 25  without help, he's got all the responsibilities, he's
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 01  the one that the -- you know, the buck ends right
 02  there at his desk.  We've got a situation in
 03  Prospect where the city administrator makes
 04  $20,102 more than the mayor.  I just don't think
 05  that's good business.  And I'm not saying that we
 06  solve that problem tonight, but I would like my
 07  fellow council people to think about it.  We need to
 08  look at that and do something where our leader is
 09  the person who makes the most money.  I just
 10  think that is good business.  That's that point
 11  aside.
 12    The next thing, as far as the budget itself is
 13  concerned, and I understand Joe Kehlbeck puts a
 14  lot of time in trying to digest this information and
 15  make some solid comments, and I -- and I
 16  understand what he's saying, and I -- and I tend to
 17  agree with what he has said.
 18    We're going -- Line Item Number 4105 is the
 19  Insurance Premium Tax.  And -- and the mayor has
 20  to do the best he can, and it is a judgment call,
 21  and he has in this coming budget an increase of
 22  approximately $130,000 on that line item.  Actually
 23  it's 133,450, if my math is right.  I hope it comes
 24  in that good.  It possibly couldn't.
 25    My only other comment is, I'm -- I'm generally
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 01  not a tax and spend person,  and that's why I have
 02  a problem with this budget.  Because we
 03  continue -- in my three and a half years we --
 04  we've raised taxes and we continue to spend.  I
 05  have nothing against people having raises.  But
 06  we've got a country, we have states, and everyone
 07  all over this country that's suffering and hurting.
 08    We have people in Prospect, we have seven,
 09  eight delinquent property tax bills.  These people
 10  are hurting and they can't pay their taxes.  And I
 11  just don't believe in over the board or across the
 12  board merit increases.  And I'm not saying an
 13  increase may not be warranted in a particular
 14  case.  But to do it blanketly, I -- I just -- I can't go
 15  with that.
 16    Thank you for listening to me.
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  I -- I would just -- I --
 18  a -- a couple of comments on the -- on the mayor's
 19  salary versus the city administrator's salary, I was
 20  on Council for two years and now I'm -- this is my
 21  sixth year as mayor.  The -- the mayor's salary
 22  is -- is fixed by law, and the city administrator's --
 23  I've been here as mayor for six years and the city
 24  administrator has been here --
 25         CITY ADMINISTRATOR SIMMS:  17.
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 01         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- 17.  And as
 02  people -- as people do the day-to-day work and --
 03  and have longevity, their salaries tend to -- tend --
 04  tend to augment, so. . .  But, I mean, that -- that's
 05  the only comment, I would have on that.
 06    The other point on the insurance, is -- was it
 07  the insurance premium tax, Mike?
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  You know,
 10  we're -- it comes in every quarter and then the last
 11  quarter we don't really -- we don't see the last
 12  quarter until the end of September; right?
 13         MR. SPEAKER:  Yeah.
 14         MS. SPEAKER:  Yes.
 15         MAYOR EBERLE:  That's one -- so it is
 16  difficult to -- you know, to --
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  It -- it -- we
 18  ought to try to work some way with our accountants
 19  so we can eventually get that so it's not that way.
 20  I mean --
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  Well, we can't because
 22  it's not paid.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  I -- I know
 24  that.  But from an accounting standpoint --
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  I mean, they can't
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 01  make up numbers, so. . .
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  I realize
 03  that.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  We don't -- yeah.
 05  We --
 06         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  But we can
 07  prepare a budget that would eventually, over, like,
 08  a three-year period, we could somehow rectify that
 09  so we wouldn't be guessing three months all the
 10  time.
 11         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You can't
 12  project past your -- your term.
 13         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  M-hm.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  We cannot
 16  pro -- we -- and I -- we cannot pass something that
 17  the next council is going to have to do.  You can't
 18  do that.
 19         MAYOR EBERLE:  Right.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You can't
 21  project three years out.  Because if there's new
 22  people in -- in office at that point in time, it all
 23  changes.  You can only do with when you -- what --
 24  what your in-office time is.
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  More than one year.
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 01         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.  Is that
 02  correct?
 03         MR. SPEAKER:  Yes.
 04         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Okay.
 05         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  So you
 06  could do a two-year?
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Two years.
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  But not --
 09         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  You could do
 10  two years.  But you -- that -- But you can't do
 11  three years.
 12         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Gotcha.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Which would be even
 14  more difficult and more prospect.
 15         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  I
 16  understand --
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  I mean, it -- it would
 18  be very -- it would be true shots in the dark at that
 19  point.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  But -- but
 21  every city, I understand, does not use the same
 22  methods that we use.  Every city does not have no
 23  clue what's going on until December of the
 24  following year.  And so it wouldn't hurt, maybe, to
 25  find out what methods they're using so that they
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 01  have a little firmer grasp of what they're doing.
 02    I have a couple of comments, too, and I'm not
 03  going to restate what everybody's said, so some of
 04  the things that have been said here I agree with
 05  them, some of them I don't.
 06    My concern with the budget is that when we
 07  take a look at the projected salary increase.  And I
 08  think we have wonderful employees.  I'm not
 09  against salary increases.  I'm not against giving
 10  our employees salary increases.  What I am
 11  concerned about is that we're taking nebulous
 12  future money and we're attaching continuing,
 13  ongoing obligations to it.
 14    If we look at what was given to us, it says the
 15  grand total for the salary increase per year would
 16  be $13,427.  But when I add what we're paying in
 17  pensions and was we're paying in pensions and
 18  what we're paying in FICA to that, I'm coming up
 19  with close to $19,000.  A $19,000 amount of money
 20  that is entrenched now, going forward in our
 21  budget.
 22    When I looked at that, I also went back and I
 23  took a look at five years.  If I take a look at a
 24  five-year period of time with this salary increase
 25  in it, and I add up the salaries that we've -- the
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 01  increases that we've been giving, when I add up
 02  the obligations that we've incurred because of the
 03  pension activities, I come up with the fact that in
 04  five years, we are close to $100,000 that we have
 05  put into the budget that is ongoing and continuing.
 06    And I know I've said this before, but if we
 07  continue to do that, the only option, other than
 08  raising taxes -- the only options, other than
 09  raising taxes, are to lay someone off or to cut a
 10  service that all of our residents are used to.
 11    I don't think that is going to happen next year.
 12  I don't think it's going to necessarily happen the
 13  year after that.  But with the economy and all of
 14  the other things the way they are, I do foresee a
 15  time in the not terribly far distant future where
 16  this city is going to face financial activities that
 17  they're very unused to.
 18    We're very used to having increasing amounts
 19  of money coming in.  We've been very use -- used
 20  to having developments and things of that nature.
 21  And those things are not happening here anymore.
 22  We have not got developments taking place.  We
 23  don't have houses coming online to give us
 24  property taxes.  We don't have new residents
 25  coming into the city.  And so I have very real
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 01  problems voting for something that incurs an
 02  ongoing obligation.
 03         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  I can tell
 04  you when I came on Council that there was no line
 05  item budget whatsoever.  At that time the mayor
 06  just had general fund stuff and she was spending
 07  at that time, and we put a line item budget in at
 08  that point in time.
 09    But when I came on Council there was no line
 10  item budget whatsoever in this city.  And -- but the
 11  council had a problem with that, and we put a line
 12  item budget in at that point in time to control what
 13  was going on.  That was twenty -- that was 22
 14  years ago -- 24 years ago -- almost 24 years ago.
 15         MAYOR EBERLE:  Any other comments
 16  from Council members?
 17         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 18         MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, I will
 19  ask for a roll call vote.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  No.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  No.
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  Then the budget for
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 01  2012/2013 is adopted.
 02    We -- the next item is a Second Reading of
 03  Prospect Ordinance Number 519, which, again, is
 04  the Municipal Road Aid Fund.
 05    We get, roughly, $9,000 a -- a month,
 06  depending on the gas tax and the -- and the -- and
 07  the consumption of the -- of -- of -- of fuels.  That
 08  money is given to us and we keep it in a separate
 09  budget because it can only be spent for roads and
 10  transportation-related issues, including salt, and
 11  so it's not just asphalt.
 12    And that money needs to be turned over every
 13  two years from the time that we get it from the
 14  state.  And we have been -- we have been able to
 15  do that and we will continue to spend that.
 16    I will entertain a Second Reading of 519.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  [reads] City
 18  of Prospect, Ordinance Number 519, Series 2012,
 19  An Ordinance Establishing a Budget for the
 20  Municipal Road Aid Fund of the City of Prospect
 21  for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2012 and
 22  Ending June 30th, 2013.
 23    Section 1:  The Budget for the Municipal Road
 24  Aid Fund for the City of Prospect for the Fiscal
 25  Year beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30,
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 01  2013 shall be as follows:
 02    Estimated Balance July 1, 2012, 294,899;
 03  Estimated Increases to Fund, 92,000; Total
 04  Available for Appropriation, 386,899; Estimated
 05  Expenditures, Road Construction/Paving, 100,000;
 06  Estimated Ending Balance June 30, 2013, 286,899.
 07    Section 2:  This Ordinance shall be effective
 08  from and after its passage, approval and
 09  publication as required by law.
 10         MAYOR EBERLE:  And we'll entertain a
 11  second.
 12         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Second.
 13         MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.
 14    Discussion?
 15         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  Without discussion, I
 17  will start with a roll call vote with Council Member
 18  Leonard.
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Yes.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.
 22         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.
 24         MAYOR EBERLE:  And that passes by
 25  vote of five to nothing.
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 01    The next traditional budget ordinance deals
 02  with the ad valorem property Tax.  It's your real
 03  estate tax rate, which we set every year.  That
 04  rate has been reduced twice in the past.  It
 05  remains unchange -- it's never been increased and
 06  it remains unchanged.
 07         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  It used to be
 08  23.25, and we've reduced it to 21 -- or 22.5 then
 09  reduced it again to 21.25, which I doubt any other
 10  city in the last 20 years has reduced taxes --
 11         MAYOR EBERLE:  But --
 12         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  -- at any
 13  point in time.
 14         MAYOR EBERLE:  -- that -- and -- and
 15  that -- we -- it hasn't -- it ha -- that was, like, ten
 16  years ago, I think.
 17         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yeah.
 18         MAYOR EBERLE:  At least.
 19         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  M-hm.
 20         MS. SPEAKER:  Yeah.
 21         MAYOR EBERLE:  Because it wasn't -- it
 22  wasn't while I was on Council.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  No.  No.
 24  No.
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  But I will entertain a
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 01  Second Reading of Ordinance 520.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Everybody
 03  gets a chance.
 04         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Don't -- don't
 05  all jump at it.  And really it -- yeah, it -- there's no
 06  change.  But -- but we do pass this ordinance
 07  traditionally every year.
 08         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  [reads] City
 09  of Prospect, Ordinance Number 520, Series 2012,
 10  An Ordinance Establishing an Ad Valorem Tax Rate
 11  for the City of Prospect.
 12    Be it ordained by the City of Prospect,
 13  Kentucky:
 14    Section 1:  An ad valorem tax is hereby levied
 15  and fixed at the rate of 21.25 cents on each $100
 16  of all real estate property within the corporate
 17  limits of the City of Prospect, as assessed for
 18  taxation and subject to taxation by said City,
 19  under assessment as of January 1st of each year.
 20    Section 2:  Said ad valorem taxes shall be due
 21  and payable, including interest and penalty
 22  pursuant to Ordinance 113, Series 1983, until paid
 23  in full.
 24    Section 3:  The proceeds of such taxes,
 25  penalties and interest are to be placed in the
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 01  General Fund of the City of Prospect and are to be
 02  used for the general operation expenses of said
 03  City, including but not limited, to purchase of City
 04  supplies, safety and security, health and
 05  sanitation, recreation and welfare, improvement
 06  and maintenance of streets, management and
 07  maintenance of trees and public lands, garbage
 08  collection, street lights and expenses thereof,
 09  other expenses for operation of the City and all
 10  necessary and proper municipal functions as may
 11  be ordained and resolved by the City Council.
 12    Section 4:  This Ordinance shall be effective
 13  from and after its passage, approval and
 14  publication as required by law.
 15         MAYOR EBERLE:  Entertain a second.
 16         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Second.
 17         MAYOR EBERLE:  Simon.
 18    And any discussion?
 19         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 20         MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing no discussion,
 21  I will ask for a roll call vote, beginning with
 22  Council Member Tucci.
 23         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Yes.
 24         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  Yes.
 25         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  Yes.
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 01         COUNCIL MEMBER SCOTT:  Yes.
 02         COUNCIL MEMBER LEONARD:  Yes.
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  And that one is passed
 04  unanimously by five to zero.
 05    We do have one other ordinance under First
 06  Reading and that is Ordinance 521.  In short, it
 07  will allow -- currently the -- the mayor of the City
 08  of Prospect, in order to qualify for office, is to be
 09  at least 25 years old and council members are to
 10  be 21 years old.  The -- the State Legislature
 11  passed a House Bill 112 this past General
 12  Assembly and reduced that age to -- for mayor to
 13  be 21 years of age at least and the council
 14  members to be 18 years of age at -- at least.
 15    And I'll -- I'll have to point out, we have --
 16  and we -- we pretty much have an obligation to --
 17  to make this change because we -- it -- it -- the --
 18  the state law will -- will obviously trump anything
 19  at the -- at the local level.
 20    But I -- I -- I -- I will note that Chief Sherrard
 21  has pointed out that -- that that would mean that
 22  you -- you -- you could -- you could be a member
 23  on the council but you couldn't drink, so. . .  And
 24  that's why we don't have any alcohol.
 25  [laughter]
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 01         MR. SPEAKER:  And you could -- and you
 02  could pass ordinances related to liquor.
 03         MAYOR EBERLE:  That's right.
 04         MR. SPEAKER:  And still couldn't drink.
 05         MAYOR EBERLE:  Yeah.  Yeah.
 06         MR. SPEAKER:  You would ban all liquor
 07  stores in Prospect because you -- you can't drink
 08  it.
 09         MAYOR EBERLE:  Again, this is First
 10  Reading.  It will not become law until -- until it
 11  receives Second Reading.  And we normally place
 12  ordinances that have received First Reading
 13  automatically at the next meeting.  So we would --
 14  we would entertain it for First Reading at -- at this
 15  time.
 16         COUNCIL MEMBER SIMON:  [reads] City
 17  of Prospect, Ordinance 521, Series 2012, An
 18  Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the
 19  City of Prospect Concerning Eligibility to Hold the
 20  Office of Mayor and City Council Member.
 21    Whereas, the General Assembly of the
 22  Commonwealth of Kentucky has amended state law
 23  which prescribes the minimum age requirements
 24  for individuals to hold the office of mayor and for
 25  individuals to hold the office of the city council
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 01  member; and
 02    Whereas, the City of Prospect wishes to
 03  amend its Code of Ordinances regarding minimum
 04  age requirements for individuals to hold the office
 05  of mayor and the office of city council member to
 06  comply with the standard qualifications
 07  established by state law;
 08    Now, thor -- now, therefore be it ordained by
 09  the City of Prospect:
 10    Section 1:  Chapter 31, Section 31.21 (B) of
 11  the Code of Ordinances of the City of Prospect is
 12  hereby amended by deleting the followed stricken
 13  language and inserting the following underlying
 14  [sic] language so as to read as follows:
 15    (B) Qualifications.  The Mayor shall be at
 16  least 25 21 years of age, shall be a qualified voter
 17  in the city, and shall reside in the city throughout
 18  his or her term of office.
 19    Section 2.  Chapter twen -- 32, Section 32.1
 20  [sic]  (B) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
 21  Prospect is hereby amended by deleting the
 22  following stricken language and inserting the
 23  following underlined language as -- so as to read
 24  as follows:
 25    (B) Qualifications.  A member shall be at least
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 01  twenty -- 21 18 years of age, be a qualified voter
 02  in the city, and shall reside in the city throughout
 03  his -- his or her term of office.
 04    Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be effective
 05  from and after its passage, approval and
 06  publication as required by law.
 07         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you, Council
 08  Member Simon.
 09    On First Reading we do not need to have a --
 10  a -- a second.  So that -- that effectively
 11  introduces Ordinance 521.
 12    Next item, and tha -- we have no new
 13  business, other than that on the agenda.
 14    Any unfinished business?
 15         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 16         MAYOR EBERLE:  Hearing none, and
 17  having counsel with the -- the city attorney, we
 18  have no current need for an executive session, and
 19  I will entertain a motion to adjourn.
 20         COUNCIL MEMBER ERTEL:  So moved.
 21         COUNCIL MEMBER TUCCI:  Second.
 22         MAYOR EBERLE:  Ertel and Tucci.
 23    All in favor, by -- signify by saying, "Aye."
 24         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Aye.
 25         MAYOR EBERLE:  Opposed by "No."
�0118
 01         COUNCIL MEMBERS:  [no response]
 02         MAYOR EBERLE:  Thank you.
 03  [WHEREUPON, the City Council Meeting
 04  concludes at 9:04 p.m.]
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 01                        C A P T I O N
 02         The Meeting in the matter, on the date,
 03  and at the time and place set out on the title page
 04  hereof.
 05         It was requested that the Hearing be
 06  taken by the reporter and that same be reduced to
 07  typewritten form.
 08  .
 09  .
 10  .
 11  .
 12  .
 13  .
 14  .
 15  .
 16  .
 17  .
 18  .
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 23  .
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 01                   CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
 02  STATE OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE:
 03    I, CAROLA G. STRIJEK, Notary Public for
 04  the State of Kentucky at Large, do hereby certify
 05  that the foregoing was reported by stenographic
 06  and mechanical means, which matter was held on
 07  the date, and at the time and place set out in the
 08  caption hereof and that the foregoing constitutes a
 09  true and accurate transcript of same.
 10    I further certify that I am not related to any of
 11  the parties, nor am I an employee of or related to
 12  any of the attorneys representing the parties, and
 13  I have no financial interest in the outcome of this
 14  matter.
 15    GIVEN under my hand and Notarial seal this
 16  _______  day of __________________, 2012.
 17  .
 18  My Commission Expires:          Notary Public
 19  .
 20  SEPTEMBER 27, 2012   ____________________.
 21  .
 22  .
 23  .
 24  .
 25  .


